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NEWS BRIEFS

Hasina addresses
L]

city rally today

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will address a grand
rally at Manik Mian Avenue iu
the city at 3 pm today The
rally :td'm the city
Awami be presi-
ded ower b}r Mayor of Dhaka
and city AL chmf Mohammad

Hanif. says a party press
release.

7 HC judges call
on President

Seven new additional judges

of the High Court Division of
adesh Supreme Court
made a courtesy call on
President Abdur Rahman

Biswas at Bangabhaban yester-

-~ were Justice lfukhar
Rasool, Justice M A Aziz
Justice Hassan Ameen, '

AK Badrul Huq, Justice -
mmad Joynul Abedin. Justice
M A Matin and Justice Shah
Abu Nayeem Mominur Rah-
man. said an official handout

Khaleda to meet BNP

ward commissioners

BNFP Ch rson Begum
Khaleda Zia will hold a meet-
ing with the BNP Ward Com-
missioners of Dhaka City

Corporation at party's Kakrail
Office at 7: today. Party
sources said BNP Secretary

General Abdul Mannan Bhuivan
will have a meeting with the
leaders of J Krishak
Dal at” party's central office at 6
pm today. Meanwhile. Jatiya

tabadi Juba Dal Dhaka city unit

will hold an mee -
*th’m at its central office
at 4 pm, reports UNB.

R —

Minister Sheikh
categorically
the main ob-

Prime
Hasina yesterda
said that one o
jectives of her government was
to build a well-trained, disci-

lined and skilled Armed
]eﬂrces. reporis BSS.
She satdl hflt:;iy o
rouping or lo ng sting
1%1 thE armed forces would be
removed and a guideline
upholding the national inter-
ests would be given to them
keeping in view the hopes and
aspirations of the people

Sheikh Hasina, also hﬂlding
the charge of Defence Min-
istry, was addressing the se-
nior officers of the army, navy
and air force at the Armed
Forces headquarters here.

Chief of Arm

in his address of welcome said
the members of the Armed
Forces would uphold the na-
tional confidence and trust at
any cost.

Samad Azad., Water Resources
Minister Abdur Razzak, Indus-
tries and Commerce Minister
Tofael Ahmed. Post and
Telecommunications Minister

of the Jatiya Sangsad Abul Has-
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kind of

Staff Lt Gen
Muhammad Mahbubur Rahman

Foreign Minister Abdus

Mohammad Nasim, Chief Whip

ASHAR 16 1403 BS,

nat Abdullah and Lt Col (retd)
Farugue Khan MP were pre-
sent on the occasion.

Besides, Chiel of the Naval
Staff Rear Admiral Muhammad
Nurul Islam. Chief of the Air
Staff Air Vice-Marshal Jamal
Uddin Ahmad, Defence Secre-
tary M A Hakim. Secretary of
the Prime Minister Dr Mahi-
uddin Khan Alamgir, principal
staff officers., formation com-

manders and other senior offi-
cials of the three services were

Staff

presernt.

Earlier. Chief of Arm
Lt Gen Muhammad Mahbubur
Rahman received the Prime
Minister when she arrived at
the army headquarters. Senior
officers of the Armed Forces
were introduced to her.

The Prime Minister in her

address to the senior officers

of the Armed Forces said that
her government would soon
take up some welfare measures
for them.

These include modernisa-
tion of the Armed Forces, ar-
rangement of necessary re-
sources and traini materials
for them and looking after
their personal wellbeing by
removing any kind of
grievance.
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The Prime Minister also
clearly said that the policies
[or promotion ol members of
the Armed Forces would be
fixed on the basis of their pro-
fessional efficiency, personal
character and social behaviour.

"l do not think it necessary

at this moment to review what
has haﬁpcntd in the past but
as the head of the government
and also minister in charge of
the defence | want Lo assure
ou that only merit and pro-
essional efficiency will be the
yard-stick of all appointments
and promotions during the
tenure of the Awami League
government.” she said.

She also referred to some
laws formulated during the
British rule for the Armed
Forces and said those should
not be in operation in an inde-
pendent and sovereign coun-
try. "My government will pur-
sue immediate efforts for re-
moval of those laws formulated
during the colonial rule.” she
added.

The Prime Minister also re-
ferred to many irregularities
that had taken place in the
past and assured that as long
as she would be in power noth-
ing beyond the rules and regu-

e

PM pledges to build skilled,
disciplined Armed Forces

lations would be allowed to
take place in the Armed
Forces.,

" will keep the Armed
Forces above any unwanted in-
terference and the chain of
command will be in full force
through the Chiefs of three
Services," she said.

The Prime Minister re-
called with a sense of pride
the birth of Bangladesh Armed
Forces on November 21, 1971
and said they, with the eternal
flame of the Liberation War in
their hands waded across
many conflicting and adverse
situations and had now
reached the stage of full youth.

"The Father of the Nation
dreamt of building the Armed
Forces as the symbol of na-
tional independence and unity
and I and my government are
pledge-bound to materialise
that dream,” she said.

Sheikh Hasina hoped that
the Army. Navy and Air Force
would grow as efficient organi-
sations, emerge as consoli-
dated institutions and work
through their own systems.

'l turther assure you that
each force will run according
to their own laws and rules
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Prime Mmmt.er Shetkh Hnmn& nddm the senior nm.:era uf Hungladenh Armv, Navy and Air Fnﬂ:e at the Armed

Fnrm Headqu.nrterl in Dhaka Cantonment vesterday.

— PID photo
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CEC's letter to govt
Permanent election
tribunal suggested

By Staff Correspondent

Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Mohammad Abu
Hena has suggested the gov-
ernment to set up a pe€rma-
nent election tribunal exclu-
sively to hear election-related
complaints and dispose of
those expeditiously.

I have suggested the gov-
ernmerit to set up an exclusive
and c[JEI‘I.’IlEI.nEnt Tribunal for
expeditious disposal of elec-
lion disputes,” Abu Hena said.
One full-time Additional Dis-
trict Judge may be 'enough' to
run the tribunal, he said,
adding any appeal against the
verdict of the tribunal will lie
with the High Court.

“In the present 61 Election
Tribunals, the Judges are hear-
1n election related cases in

dition to their day-to-day
lnad of work. So, each case
takes much longer time [or
disposal than it is usually antic-
ipated.” the CEC said.

I will press the govern-
mernt lor constitution of the
Tribunal,” he said, mentioning
that a formal letter in this re-
gard had already been sent to

the Ministry of Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs on
June 18 and it was probably
now lying with the Law Secre-

An unspecified number of
election-related cases have
piled up at different courts in
the country, sources con-
cerned said. Many complaints
relating to the 1991 parlia-
mentary elections still remain
unresolved. So are cases of
other elections, they added.

The Electinn Commission
(EC). prior Lo the June 12 par-
liamentary polls. constituted
61 Election Tribunals in dif-
ferent districts to deal with
the complaints following the
polls.

These tribunals are headed
by district and sessions judges
or additional district and ses-
sions judges but these are not
full-time bodies as the judges
have to divide their time be-
Iween court work and tribunal
hearings, the sources pointed
out,

The relevant laws. liowever.
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executive committee
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BNP to present new trend of
Opposition in JS: Mannan

BNFP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan has said
the BNP will present a new
trend of opposition in Parlia-
ment under the leadership of
Khaleda Zia as it has confi-
dence in the Constitution,
democracy and the people, re-
ports UNB.

Addressing an adjourned
meeting of the BNP's national
yester-
that the
sition should
»e consolidated and the
tymen should discharge their
responsibilities sincerely.

The BNP secretary general
called for forging unity of those
who believe in the spirit of

day. he stressed

Liberation War and Bangladeshi
, .uatiu-n to strengthen the
party at grassroots level.

Mmman alleged that the
people's verdict was diverted

in the June 12 election
through massive rigging. But,
despite rigging, terrorism, ha-
rassment., arrest and oppres-
sion, it was proved in the
election that the BNP has a
massive popularity, he added.

He reiterated his
stand of extending allout sup-
port and playing a positive role
on the question ol protecting
country s sovereignty and con-
tinuation of democracy and the
Constitution. "But none should
take it as party's weakness," he
said.

He alleged that leaders and
workers of the BNP and its
front urﬁanisatiuns were being
harassed by Awami terrorists
across the country though the
new government made a
commitment not to purgue
politics of revenge. |

See Page 12 Col 1
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G-7 puts global security

LYON (France), June 29
Group of Seven (G-7) leaders
put security at the top of

the world's agenda today. as
they ended a three day summit
overshadowed by the spectre
of terrorism and reglonal con
flict, reports AFP
up the meeting In

the leaders ol

world's richest countries

ltrttd that global prosperit
could only be ensured in a cl
mate of safety from bombs and
armed conflict

"We agreed that we now
have tremendous rtunities
lo make the most this his
toric moment to achieve secu-
rity and stability around the
gk:ht said a closing declara

Hul it concluded: "We rec
ognize that we must first work
o reduce tensions and resolve
conflicts

The G-7 Summit — of the
leaders of the United States.
Canada, Britain, Germany,
France, [taly and Japan
started and ended under the
cloud of terrorist attacks.

The truck bomb on a US
m*%tary base in Saudi Arabia
last Tuesday led 1o a stalement
:md at the dinner

ursday eveni ing an
urgent ministerial meeting
next month o back a 40-point
anti-terrorism plan.

Then Friday evening as the
leaders enjoyed a final dinner
al a top Lyon restaurant, a
mortar attack on British bar-
racks in Osnabrueck. northern
Germany again shook their

British Foreign Secretary
Melcolm Rifkind denied that
the attack, believed to be the
work ol the IRA, was timed
specilically as a snub to the G
7 laders

Flash flood
in Jamalpur

JAMALPUR. June 29 About
20,000 people of 30 villages in
two unidons of the district were
wialer marooned due to onrush
of MNood water [rom across Lhe
border, unofficial sources here
said today. reports UNB.

They said more than 500
thatched houses, |15 culverts.
eight educational institutions
and 30 kilometres of kuicha
road were damaged In the
flooded unions of Dhanua.
Jamalpur and Batta Jore.

The worst affected vil
are: Digolkul, Polkanda. .
Lauchapra, Koishtopanta.
Plashtola and Shondalpara.

Local people said seedbed
of some 13,00 acres of aus
paddy went under walter

at the top of agenda

"1 don't think it is linked to
the G-7 specifically. There are
a small number. but very dedi-
cated, of criminal and political
extremists and we have lo
treat them as such ”

He said that was why inter-
national action is crucial to de-
feating terrorism. Four of the
G 7 countries — the United
States, Japan, Britain and
France — have recent direct
experience of terrorism.

Regional conflict also domi
nated the summit talks,
specifically in the form of the

osnian u:r process which
appears threatened by Bosnian
Serb manucuvriﬂg in forth
coming elections in Bosina-
Herzegovina.

In ular the G-7 lead
ers reiterated their warning of
renewed sanctions against
Serbia if Bosnian Serb leader
Radovan Karadzic does not guit
office "immediately and defini-

Ilvﬂl&.'
"We are ready Lo envisage
the use ol sanctions against any
side in the peace accords, ” the
summit declaration added, re
ferring to the Daytlon peace ac
cords. a reimposition of sanc-
tions would inevitably compli-
cate Lhe peace process

The final declaration, enti
tled lowards greater securily
and stabilily 10 more coopera-
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BNP calls oft
today's hartal
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, June 29
The BNP has called off its har
tal scheduled for tomorrow in
the port city due to HSC exam
ination. party sources said. re
ports LUNB,

The withdrawal of hartal
call was also annouriced this
evening through miking in the
city.

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) and its student
wing Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) had called for the hartal

rotesting the arrest ol JCD
cader Salful Alam and de
manding his immediate re
lease

Police said they arrested
Saiful on Thursday night due to
his involvement in a murder
cane

AL-BNP clash in
Moulvibazar:
|5 injured

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. June 29 Filteen
persons were injured in a
clash between the activists of
the Awami League and the BNP
at Munshibazar of Rajnagar
thana in Moulvibazar district
last night

Six of the injured claimed
themselves as BNFP activists
They have been admitted to
the Moulvibazar Sadar hospital

Police arrested 4 persons

Tk 359.5 cr
for '96-97

The Dhaka City Corporation
yesterday announced a Tk
359 46 crore budget for the
1996-97 fiscal year, allocating
most resources for develop-
ment prn')erts without impos-
ing any fresh tax on the city
dwellers, reports UUNB.

Mayor Mohammad Hanif
announced the budget for the
new fiscal year at a press con-
ference at the Nagar Bhaban,
prioritizing the continuation of
the efforts to increase civic
amenities for the inhabitants of
the metropolis.

The Mayor also announced
the revised budget of Tk
266 46 crore, down from the

original estimates of Tk
303 48 crore, for the outgoing
1995 96 fiscal year.

He mainly blamed complex-
ities in project implementa-
ticn and a huge amount of un-
realised taxes which caused
resource shortfall for the
downsizing of the budget for
the current fiscal. '

The Mayor said the total
unrealised tax is Tk 35 crore
in the 1995-96 fiscal year. Out
of the amount, Tk 15 crore
remained unrealised with gov-
ernment. semi-government

and autonomous bodies and Tk

20 crore with general taxpay-
ers

The budget estimates for

the coming 1996-97 year and
the revised budget for 1995-
96 were appr unanimously

bw the |11th general meeting of

DCC budget
announced

Hanif

the Ward Commissioners on
June 25.

Hanif said a total of Tk
248.66 crore, including an ex-
Fﬂ:ted grant of Tk 635 crore

| M_aynr

rom government and Tk 70
crore for foreign and govern-
ment funded projects. had

been earmarked for the devel-
opment of the metropolis.
“The amount is 70 per cent
ol our total budget allocation
for the r:nminF fiscal year,” he
said, calling lor the coopera-
tion and 5up|:mrt from the
Dhakaites in implementing the
budget in order to resolve dif-

See Page 12 Col 4

Grameen's 6-yr plan for rural
cellular tele-network

:nrndﬁrm'l‘:htnu; IGT}
with foreign partici
tion, seeks to mth:mﬂ:t

country under a cellular
telecommunication network
within six years, if the gov-
ernment grants the licence for

The Grameen Telecom en-
visages to cover 15 per cent of
the country's total area in the
first year, 40 per cent in the
second. 55 per cemt in the
third. 62 cent in the
fourth, 8] per cemt in the fifth
and 98 per cent in the final
year, according to sources in
the GT.

During its initial phase
spanning over 18 months. the
GT plans to provide around
two lakh cellular telephone

| connections, 40,000 of those

to the Grammeen Bank's bor-
rowers. the sources said
The Grameen Bank ((-B) has

| established a consortium com-

volving
Telenor AS, the Illlt-ﬂ"l‘lﬂd
telecommumniécation company of

"Ilm E{Hpﬂ'lt“'l

of Japan :ndﬂum:nt[:’ﬂ?
ment Corp. a New Yor

EElnd of non-resident

RBs) to bid for

a licence to operate a cellular
telecommunication network
on a commercial basis.

Telenor would contribute
51 per cent of the 13 million
US dollar ty capital, GT 35
per cent., Marubeni 9.5 per
cent and Gnofone Develop-
ment Corp 4.5 per cent. Nego-
tiations are on with the Asian

t Bank. the Inter-
national Finance Corporation,
World Bank's ate finance
window, Norad and other
donors to secure the estimated
additional amount of 47 mil-
lion dollars te finance the pro-

The Ministry of Post and

Telecommunication (MOPT)
floated tender in 1995
for cellular telecommunication
neitwork. The GB's affiliate
submitted a proposal in
November alongwith 13 other

bidders.
Accordin to official
sources, the carried out

a technical evaluation of the
bids in December 1995 and

ualified four bidders in-
cluding the Grameen.

In early May this year. the
Ministry requested the Crown
Agents. funded by the British
Overseas Development Agency.
to arrive at an award recom-
mendation, the sources added.

The lack of telecommunica-
tion facilities in the rural areas
and declining costs of bullding
a network have led the
Grameen Bank to take initia-
tive to introduce cellular tele-

hones, said Khalid Shams,
Bcpuly Managing Director of
See Page 12 col 7

Grameen Telecom testing rural cellular telephone service.

| last week by

SN
JiS session
summoned
on July 14

Pres .ident Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday summoned
the ney vly elected Jatiya Sang-
sad int o its first session at 3
pm on July 14, reports UNB.

The President had decided
to surn mon Parliament on the
day on advice made by Prime
Ministe:r Sheikh Hasina when
she cal led on him at Bangabha-
ban onn Frida .

The 7th J);Lt_i}ra Sangsad was
elected in the June 12 elec-
tion he ld under the caretaker

overn: ment headed by Chief
dviser - Muhammad Habibur
Rahmau 1.

Awa mi League president
Sheikh Hasina was sworn-in as
prime minister on June 23

after hi >r party emerged as the

single largest party in parlia-
ment, bagging 147 seats, in-
cludingf an independent MP

whnljﬂl ned the AL.
The former rulin
BNP, wrhich quit on March 30
in the face of a prolonged
movern ent for election under a
careta ker government, se-
cured 116 seats, emerging as a
strong: opposition in Parlia-
ment.

Jatiya Party finished third
with &1 2 seats, Jamaat-e-Islami
three, and Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dal {J15D-Rab} and Islami Oikya
Jote o ne each.

parLy,

2 1ninisters, 4
state ministers
sworn-in

Twiy more ministers and
four state ministers were
sworn -in yesterday expanding
the C:iibinet of Prime Minister
Sheikl1 Hasina, reports UNB.

The' ministers are Jatiya
Samaj tantrik Dal (JSD-Rab)
leader ASM Abdur Rab and
Awami League leader Salahud-
din Yus uf.

Rat has been
charge of Shipping Ministry
while Y usuf will hold the port-
folio of Health and Family Wel-
fare.

The state ministers are Prof
Abu S:wyeed (Information), Ha-
jee Ra:shed Mosharraf (Land).
AK Fai:rul Hague {(Jute] and MA
Mannan (Labour and Man-
power).

Presiident Abdur Rahman
Biswas, in presence of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, ad-
ministered the oath of office to

:See Page 12 col 6

HSC exams
begin today

given the

Star Report
| The Higher Secondary Cer-
tificate [HSC) examinations

begin throughout the country
loday.

A total of 5.83,771 students
under the five education bo-
ards will appear at the exam-
inations, according to officials.
Of them. 2.06.583 students

| are from !Dhaka Board, 84,793
' from Comilla Board, 38.72B

Board.
ahiBoarl:I

from Ehitla&g
1.41 893 from s
from Jessore

and 1,14,190
Board.

There are 240 centres un-
der Dhaka Board and 234 for
Rajshahi Board, for the Comilla
board the number is 143, and
for Jessore Board the figure is
187

Most of the centres., ac-
cording to sources. are in the
thana headquarters while only
a few are outside the thana
headquarters.

Five centres have been
opened for the overseas stu-
dents in Tripoli, Jeddah, Ri-
vadh. Doha and Abu Dhabi.

Shantibahini for
extending CHT
truce till July 30

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 29;
Shantibahini leaders to
extend the ceasefire in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts till July
31 in a bid to continue peace
process. sources concerned
said.

The agreement came in re-
sponse to the pro 1 sent
the government
for extension of the ceasefire
till September 30, the sources
added. The ongoing ceasefire
Is due to expire tomorrow,

The Shantibahini leaders,
however, declined to extend it
till September 30 as proposed
by the government.

See Page 12 col B
Services of Cabinet,

Defence Secys may
be extended

By Staff Correspondent

The services of l?:rﬁ:mm
and Defence secre
likely to be extended. accord-
ing to informed sources.

Cabinet ‘Secretary Ayubur
Rahman. whose contract ser-
vice ends today. is likely to gel
another extension. He was on a
two-year contract which ended
on May 19. Later, the care-
taker Euvﬂnmt extended
his till June 30,

Defence Secretary Abdul
Hakim. whose tenure of ser-
vice ended on June 26 last is
continuing in office and in-
formed sources said he will
also get an exiension.



