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The main centre of
industries in Dhaka is loca
in the Hazaribagh area. The
industries developed
in this area from the e six-
ties because of the available ad-
vantage
wastes into the
Buriganga According to a sur-
vey conducted by
Department of Environment,
on the southern and western
end of the river. there are

about 175 tanneries, big and
These tanneries are

small.
highly outdated and do not

waste treatment facili-
fes. The newly-established
ones also are without this fa-

or the processing of
leather, many chemicals are
used. such as chromosol,

sodium chloride, sodium sul-
phate. lime and other acid

compounds. It is estimated

that from each tannery in this
area, about two thousand five
liquid
wastes fall into the Buriganga

hundred gallons of

every day. On this basis, 2
to 3000

cubic metres of liquid

wastes go into river water

daily. Besides chromium. the
wastes contain a large quantity

of biological waste, leather,
animal hairs. bloods. oil,
grease, diluted and undiluted
salt, etc. For the
fuf aquatic life, the level of di-
ut

be over PPM. But in the

Buriganga, the level of DO is

of discharging their
nearby

the

preservation

oxygen (DO) should not

A S M Nurunnabi

found to be between 7 to 38
PPM.

According to the findings of
the Department of Environ-
ment. the river bed is being
silted up with the high volume
of wastes, thereby making use
of the river water highly

us for health. This big
casualties of this ominous
situation have been the fish
resources of the river,
Fishermen. who in the past
caught ruhi, katla, h.
shoal etc. from parts ol the
river near Dhaka, hardly ever
net these species nowadays.

The other serious gol utors
of Buriganga are the large
number of sewer lines which
emit into the river. Sewera
lines from Wiseghat. Postogola,
Farashganj Ghat, Mitford,
Badamtali Ghat etc, regularly
discharge untreated putrid
substances into the river wa-
ler.

On the shores of Buriganga
live & tenth of the nation's 120
million population. And a fair
share of the nation's industries
uses its water and return te it
thousands of tons of poisonous
effluents regularly everyday
For want of any sewerage
treatment plant. close to a
million tons of pollutants find
their way direct to the river
irom the bathing ghats and
lavatory facilities along its
banks everyday.

Moreover., most of the fac-
tories and industrial along the
river banks have no waste
treatments. Industrial wastes
are dumped into the river
from different salt factories at
Kamrangirchar areas. Other
polluting agents include mixed
soap. soda and bleaching pow-
der used by washermen at
Chandnighat. At Swarighat and
Sadarghat, chemicals from
different jewelry shops, ice

Declare assets
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— true or otherwise — that
ministers were on the take
created an atmosphere of [ree
for all at the lower levels. This
led to bribery, demand for a

percentage ol the assumed
profit or a share of the com-
mission in every part of gov-
ernment machinery. Taking
cue from such the situation
unscrupulous businessmen
made mockery of every honest
politician, bureaucrat, govern-
ment functionary and lower
level officials by getting their
work done through pliable
'‘upper echelon’ whenever
these people made any at-
tempt to implement rules or
norms of any kind. Once busi-
nessmen — both local "and for-

— realised that work can
— and must be — done through
‘greasing of the palm’' then
business ethics took a back
seat and everything became a
part of ‘arrangements and
'deals’ with devastating impact
on the economy and on our
quality of life.

As the metaphor goes when
the 'head rots of what use is
the rest of the body'. However
conversely we can say 'when
the l‘m’:imxir remains healthy,
timely surgery of the rotten
limbs can most often save the
rest- of the body, ensuring a
long and near healthy life for a
long while. But the best situa-
tion is when the head and the
limbs all remain free of germs,
and that is what our suggestion
hopes to attain.

*  We are convinced that if

lines as the ministers, Once
they do it, public pressure will
automatically mount on the

rest. BNP. Jativa Party, Jamaat.
and other MPs to follow suit.
No member of the parliament
will then be able to resists the
demand for a public declara-
tion of his or her personal
wealth.

Just imagine a situation
where all ministers and all the
330 MPs come out into the
open about their personal and
family wealth. This one step, to
be repeated every year, will
take us a long way in restoring
public confidence in the
‘cleanness’ of the government
and grea.ly enhance faith in
the elected leaders. We are
aware thal even after publicly
declaring ones own assets, a
lot can be hidden and corrup-
tion may still continue. But
even the severest of skeptics
will have to admit that a whole
new tone will be set in the
governarice process by this one
single act. Such a move will
prove to the public the new
PM's determination to keep
her government free of cor-
ruption and, equally impor-
tantly, send a strong signal to
her own cabinet colleagues,
MPs and all party leaders down
to the lowest level. When they
are so bluntly told that their
‘Nettri'(leader) will not toler-
ate even a hint ol corruption,
and that those who indulge in
it Tun the risk of incurring her
wrath, which jncludes being
dismissed and jailed, a sea
change is bound occur in our
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Sheikh Hasina's government is  politics.

to rise above all sorts of suspi-
 cion, and if it is to achieve the
type and level of transparency
and accountability that people
now want see in the new gov-
ernment , then the suggestion
we make must be most strin-
gently implemented.
Argument can be made
about the right to secrecy of
personal th, as long as the
person has obeyed all laws of
‘the land. Why should a minis-
ter who has paid all taxes and
has obeyed all laws be forced
to make public about how
wealthy he or she is? Alter-
'natively, it can be argued that a
detailed account of wealth be
-submitted to the Prime Minis-
ter's Office which should see
-to it that everything is in
order, and that should suffice.
. Under normal circum-
‘stances it would. But not under
the present ones that is re-

with instances of corrup- -

tion ii,tm:'t!mtt:!‘1r minilttrialflcvﬂ
support a tem of *
; tion' that?ﬂpa to m

; corruption of one side of
-the t by the other.

: ot of the ministers,
-we would to go one s
“further. not ipclude all the
‘Members of the Parliament of

It may be argued that by
making such a declaration as
suggested above, the govern-
ment will unnecessarily appear
defensive, as if admitting in
advance #hat {ts ministers may
indulge in corruption. 'As we
are determined to be honest,
we do not need to make any
such declaration’ could be one
of the positions taken. Our
view is the exact opposite.
More honourable and laudable
the intention. more should be
the public commitment and
action to be clean and trans-
parent. Instead of looking
‘defensive’ we think that by
taking such a bold and coura-

eous public position Sheikh
asina's government will ap-
pear morally strong and ethi-
cally determined. When the
rest of the government will
know that the 'head' is deter-
mined not to 'rot' then far
more than a trickle down im-
pact of honesty, transparency
and accountability will flow
down stream through the
whole administration, taking
us leaps and baund towards
ood governance. It is our
ope that Sheikh Hasina will
take up the historic challenge
of ﬂghﬂngb;umpunn hgad-on
and start by ensuring that her

. Let all AL MPs make own house is, and remains for
public declaration of their as- the foreseeable future, clean
sets and liabilities in the same  beyond any reasonable doubt.
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factories and bilge and oil from
the river vessels are released
into the river. From Sadarghat
agla Bazar, different cold
storages and brickkilns dump
solid and liquid wastes into
river.

The resuit of all this is that
we are now living near a
river. Perhaps before long, the
river with which the livelihood
of the people of Dhaka from
divers occupations is associ-
ated, will be a severe burden
for them. From use of the dif-
ferent poisonous chemicals-
borne water of the river,

le living on its banks at

ambazar, Badamtali, Wise-
ﬁlat. Swarighat, Mitford.

llermoore. Islamba Areas
are reportedly afflicted with
various forms of diseases. be-
sides a high incidence of skin
diseases.

The river. on accound ol the,

presence of the high volume of
different pollutants. has chan-
ged the healthy and trans-
arent colour ol its water
Some parts of the river look
brownish, some parts gadish
and some parts greenish in
colour. The river appears 1o
have lost its charm and natural
beauty under the pressure ol
the heavy burden of industrial
wastes [rom various quarters

The cleansing of the
Buriganga river on all counts
has, therefore. become an ur-
ﬁf‘nl task. The pollution needs

eradicated by banning in-
dustries of all sizes and kinds
from emptying any waste with-
out due treatment processes.
The Department Of Environ-
ment has a great responsibility
in this respect. In the event of
our failure to take remedial

Mmeasures on a priority basis,
we may be living by a stinking
cesspool before long.

JCD leader held
In Sirajgan
SIRAJGANJ. June 28: A
leader of the Jatiyatabadi Chha-
tra Dal was arrested from the
town today in connection with
the murder of a Chhatra
League leader, reports UNB.
Police picked up distnic
JCD leader Anwar Hossain Ra-
jesh from Dargapatti under an
arrest warrant lor killing BCL
leader Nazmul. '
Nazmul was killed on June
1. 1995 in a clash between

JCD and BCL in front of the
Press Club.

Young man beaten
to death in city
By Staff Correspondent

A young man was beaten to
death by a group of local peo-
ple in Shahidnagar area under
Lalbagh thana in the city yes-
terday morning.

The victim Ershad, 28, was
caught by some people when
he reportedly went to one per-
son at Boubazar in Shahidnagar
to collect toll at around 8:30
am, police sources said.

The local people beat u
Ershad mercilessly and hg
died ori.the spot, police said.

Sources said that the vic-
tim. hailed from Comilla, was
involved in extortionism in the
area for long time.

Police recovered the body
and sent it to the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital (DMCH)
for autopsy, police said.

A murder case was lodged
with Lalbagh thana in this re-
gard. However. none was ar-:
rested in this connection till
last night, police added.

Hasina
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A confident Hasina said that
the party that was an election
under a caretaker government,
can be successful in building
up a social movement for re-
moving illiteracy,

She however noted that
cnnaFiracy could be hatched by
the forces that could not ac-
cept the peoples' verdict afid
urged her partymen to remain
vigilant.

‘1 will never mind loosing
my position as Prime Minister
as | have no fascination for
this. 1 will never compromise
with the cause of the people. |
am greedy for peoples' love
and affection." she said in an
emotion choked voice.

She sought blessings of the

e 50 that her government
could turn the country into
‘Sonar Bangla' as cheris
the father of the nation. "Bless
me for success in my mission
to serve the ple.”

In his brief speech Zillur
Rahman reminded the party
leaders and workers their
election pledges and urged
them to work with dedication
to fulfil those.

In his presidential speech,
Mohammad Hanif expressed
his gratitude to the city AL
leaders and workers for their

in" the last pcnilltl'
movement and sought allout
cooperation to make success
the party chief's dream.
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LYON (France}. June 28: A 40 point plan aimed at rein-
lorcing international cooperation in the t against crime,
including new counter-terrorism measures. was adopted by

Catherise Colining Sl Teoata gy 0! fpeienimain
Bid to snatch Women's seats
luggages at  Interview of AL
ZIA: 4 held hommation
By Staff Correspondent seekers July 1
fr n&uliffi:rrgj!:ﬁ; nfst}::ng?r{mi. By Staff Correspondent

Airport (ZIA) on charge of try- The interview of the candi-

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina called on President Abdur Kahman Biswas at Bangabhaban

vesterday.

CPI joins Deve Gowda's

— PID photo

coalition govt

NEW DELHI. June 28
India s new prime minister on
Friday inducted two commu-
nists in his expanded cabinet
ol ministers in an attempt to
deepen support for his gov-
ernment among the complex
coalition of lower-caste, re-
gional and left-wing parties,
reports AP

Indrajit Gupta, leader of the

Communist Party of India, was

sworn in by President Shankar

Dayal Sharma along with 13
others that Prime Minister HD
Deve Gowda picked to widen
the regional and political rep-
resentation in his cabinet.
Although portfolios were
not announced, newspapers
speculated that Gupta was
likely to be given the powerful
home ministry. The other
member inducted from his
party was Chaturanan Misra.

Among others included in
the expanded cabinet was a
legislator from a breakaway
faction of the Congress Party,
that was routed in the general
elections held in April and
May.

He also included two rep-
resentatives from Indias re-

mote northeastern state of
Assam (o give a regional bal
ance (o his cabinet. Most of the
ministers Gowda had chosen
when he formed the govern
ment on June | were from the
southern states
Yogendra Alagh, an

economist who is the vice-
chancellor of the New Delhi's
B:fatigiuus Jawaharlal Nehru

niversity, was also sworn in
As a4 minister

India's communists had
been opposed 10 Iree-market
policies that Lhe government!
of Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao had introduced
in 1991

But when they joined the
coalinton, they agreed 1o go
along with policies to keep
indian markets open o loreign
companies and to further
cleregulate the economy.

Gowda gave a pro-liberal
signal by appointing F
Chidambaram as finance minis-
ter. Chidambaram was one of
the architects of the economic
reforms introduced by former
Prime Minister Rao, and had
deserted Cofigress to form a
new southern party,

Jubo League
leader shot
In City

By Staff Correspondent

A young man was shot
some unidentified people In
Kachukhet area under Can-
tonment thana in the city last
night.

The injured person identi-
fled as Ismail was admitted to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) at around
9:30 pm, said a DMCH source.
It was learnt that the injured
person, who sustained bullet

injuries in his leg and ab-
domen, is the local leader of

pro Awami League Jubeo
ww ] -
Extortionists

attack bus
counter in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, June 28
Two employees ol a bus
counter were injured when a
group of extortionists attacked
them with firearms in the port
city tonight, reports UNB.

Witnesses said three mis-
(reants equipped with sawed-
otl rifle and pistols swooped on
thie counter of Sohag Paribahan
al Dampara in Doubleinooring

~ thana and dEﬂ'!.E.I]d:f_'ﬂ toll.
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DONT KILL US INTHE FACTOR

The Bangladesh Garments Sramik Federation brought out a procession in the city yesterday

protesting inadequate fire safety measures in garments factories.

— Star photo

-

. former

- Abdur Rahman

auspicious,” DYP
man Necmettinpb, Cevheri told
re ers in parliament during

t between members of the
two parties.

ing to snatch luggages from dates seeking AL nomination
the customs area yesterday. for contesti to 30 re-
according to police sources served seats women in the

Two security personnel at  Jativa Sa will begin at 9
the ZIA were suspended fol- am on July 1 at the Awami
lowing the incident. The Civil League entral Election
Aviation Authorities also Steering Committee office in

formed a three-member
committee to probe the inci
dent, according to sources in
the airport security

Cantonment police said
that the arrested SOMNS8 were
uruj. Ansar
All and Mizanur Rahman.

Khaleda

From Page |
ple

Begum Zia. after recoverin
from sickness, spent severa
hours at the party office last
night rt from party leaders
and workers. a large number of
people also thronged the office
to meet her.

City BNP president Mir
Shawkat Alli gave the welcome
speech at the meeting at-
tended by presidents and gen
eral secretaries of the thana
commitiees of the Cit

It was addressed. among
others, by Abdul Aziz Master
(Tejgaon| Ehsanul Haq Shetu
(Mohammadpur), Abul Bashar
(Sutrapur). Nabiullah Nabi
{(Demra). Kudrate Elahi Liton
[Uttara), Abdul Malek
(Mirpur), Ahsanullah Ashan
(Pallabi) and Chowdhury Alam
(Ramna)

The thana committee lead-
ers sald the party secured a
large number of seals in the
June 12 elections despite ha-
rassment ai! | negative role of
the adoum=tratio)

Ciller to form
coalition with
Welfare Party

ANKARA, June 28: Turkish
conservative |eader Tansu
Ciller's True Path Party (DYP)
reached agreement today to
form a coalition with the Is-
lam-based Welfare Party, a se-
nior Ciller aide said, reports
Reuter. _

"The deal is done, may it be

deputy chair-

Mujib coat
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three dozens ol Mujib coat and
we expect Lo gel more.”

The owner of a tailoring

- shop at Ramna Bhaban market

admitted receipt of orders for
about two dozens of Mujib coat.
He quipped "Many of our cus-
tomers who would earlier
come to us for making safari
suit have now placed orders
for Mujib coat."
ari suit was used by two
residents Ziaur Rah-
man and H M Ershad.
Another son working in
& shop at Elephant Road also
told tﬁts correspondent that a

Dhanmmondi.

Eleven- member ﬁm
League Parliamenta
| B) led by its r:Iulrm
Sheikh Hasina will interview
the nomination aspirants.

Till yesterday. the last date
for submission of tions

274 women submitted IWH:
cations see nomination.

Earlier, 3 application
forms were collected by
women willing to contest the

July 7 election for 30 reserved
JS srats on AL tickets., but
many of them later did neot

submi! the forms.
BNP's gratitude
From Page 1

country. It expressed concern
al ‘attacks’ made on part

leaders and workers by politi-
cal opponents and ’police
atrocities.’

The meeting said that
though the people had ex-
tended their allout support to
BNP in the last elections but
its victory was snatched
through wid frregulari-
ties and rigging in the polls.
The party would take legal
steps in this regard, it _

he meeting decided (o
gear up organisational activi-
ties at the grassroots level.

It expressed concern at the
report that many Bangladeshis,
along with other including US
soidiers became the victims of
A terrorist act in Saudi Arabia
on Tuesday.

Motia visits
flood-hit
Sherpur

SHERPUR, June 28: Agri-
culture, Food, Disaster Man-
agement and Relief Minister
Begum Motia Chowdhury today
visited flood affected Nal-
itabari. Jhenaigati and Sribardi
thanas of the s district, reports
BSS.

She also instructed district
and thana level officials to pre-
pare a list of the affected per-
sons on emergency basis and
said the government would
take all possible steps in hel-
ping the flood affected people.
The minister addr a

joint meeting of district level

officials. public representa-
tives and local elite at She
Circuit House and three dif-
ferent meetings at three af-
fected thanas of the district.
The affected people told
the minister that on rush of

waters from across the border
. damaged crops, houses and ru-

ral infrastructure of the three

thanas of the district. :
They called upan the min-

ister 1o provide them with

house building materials. and

G-7 for debt-relief

From Fa%t‘: 1
should, be subsidised largely l‘g
International Monetary Fun
resources,

But at Bonn's insistence,
they stopped short of endors-
ing outright a plan for the IMF
to sell part of its gold reserves
to underwrite debt relief.

They also urged creditor
nations to go beyond a two-
thirds write-off of the bilateral
debts of the rest countries.

The leaders praised the
dollar's slow recovery from
record lows on currency mar-
kets since last year's Halifax
Summit.

On another disputed issue,
making freer trade conditional
on the aduEti-nn of basic labour
standards by emerging nations,
1the leaders agreed that the
world trade organisation
should discuss the guestion in
Singapore in December.

American and French insis-
tence on core standards to bar
forced prison labour and child
labour and allow free trade
unions led to a lively debate. a
Canadian official said.

This ‘rich men's club,'
which accounts for two-thirds
of the world's gross domestic
product and half of its trade,
also attracted protests. A small
group of left-wing activists
marched outside, accusing it
of 'sado-monetarism’'.

The summit, which opened
on Thursday eveni ck-
ing US President Bill Clinton
with a forceful pledge to fight
terrorism, also issued propos-
als to reform the United

} Nations to reduce bureaucracy

and make development aid
more eflective,

The terrorism statement
romised to crack down on
und-raising, weapons sup-
plies. incitement to violence

and to bring perpetrators to
justice.

"We reaffirm our absolute
condemnation of terrorism in
all its forms and manifesta-
tions, regardless of its pefpe-
trators or motives,"' the leaders
said in a joint statement.

Furetilgn and interior minis-
ters of the G-7 countries plus
Russia are to meet in Paris in
July to discuss practical mea-
sures in addition to a ]Evar:kagr:
of 40 proposals on i%’l;ting
organised crime due to ap-
proved at the Lyon Summit.

Clinton and French
President Jacques Chirac, host
of the summit, made a brief
statement to reporters after
the leaders approved the spe-
cial declaration at their open-
ing dinner.

"We understand that an at-
tack on one of us is an attack
on all of us, and*that none of
us is imvulnerable," Clinton
said.

Clinton, who came to Lyon
vowing to make terrorism his
top priority, said he was
"convinced that the G-7 lead-
ers are every bit as determined
as | am to take stronger ac-
tion.” He noted that all the G-7
nations faced the challenge of
guerilla- violence, citing recent
attacks in Paris, Manchester,
Tokyo and Oklahoma city, as
well as Israel and Saudi Arabia.

Russian ship with
139 sinking off

coast of Scotland

ABERDEEN, Scotland, June
28: A Russian Cruise ship with
139 people on board was
reported sinking today off the
coast of Scotland. the coast-
fuard announced, reports AFP.

Two rescue vessels and
three helicopters were oI
their way to the ship, the Alla
Tarasova. 11 kilometres off the
northeast coast of Scotland, for.
a possible evacuation of pas-
sengers, coastguards said.

Bobm threat
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popular car model in the king-
dom, it will be difficult to trace
unless a license plate or other
details are known.

However, officials also said
they found the crank shaft
from the truck bomb, which if
it has a serial number or other
identifiable marking could
help lead investigators to the
OWNer,

Saudi officials said they had
a good description of the two
men who parked the -truck
nutade the Abl:ilqjl cﬂmhﬁl?und
at the Ki : /

Base in ]ﬂﬁ]ﬂ]’ ey

M while, two US Air
Force transport planes arrived
in Germany with 43 mmiﬂe
who suffe burms and ken
bones in the blast, said Army
Maj. Bruce Shearer. They were
taken to Landstuhl regional
medical center and all were
listed in stable condition.

section of their old customers cpedit for agricultural rehabil-

was now coming for Mujib

‘the Chuadanga

coats.

BNP supporters
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Hospital.
sidents of Dewanhat,
Kadamtali, abad. Mogoltuli

and Cement Crossing areas re-
ported "heavy gunfire” after
10:30 pm.

Chittagong Metropolitan
Police Commissioner Modab-
ber Hossain Chowdhury told
UNB that JCD leader Saiful
Alam was arrested in the
morning on charge of murder.

4 BCP activists

From Page 1
(Kushtia).

After the autopsy al
Chuadanga sadar hospital, the
bodies were handed over to
their relatives yesterday.

Police arrested one Razaul
of BCP who got injured in the
incident. He has n admit-
ted to the sadar hospital of the
thana.

A case has been filed with
lice. None
was arrested till filing of this

report tonight.

Kalapur calm
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Chowdhury. The committee
had been asked to nu?hmll its
report the July 4. a en-
Arzlulqr :guhi rnanur for two
ays more, it is learnt.
Battalion Commander An-
warul Islam and 5 others
Ansars personnel includin
two officers have been cl '

in the district headquarters in
connection with the incident.

itation.

Begum Motia Chowdhury

distributed some relief mate-
rials among the affected peo-
le.

. Members of parliament
Atiur Rahman Ati and MA Bari
and deputy commissioner of
Sherpur and other senior of-
ficials were present.

HSC
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taker government in the first
week of May due to June-12

arliamentary polls. Mean-
E.rhilh the has de-
cided not to establish any cen-
tre out of the thana headquar-
ters.

EC receives
From Page |

with the EC in prescribed
forms along with the fees
within 45 days after the
gazette netification of the re-
sults, the official said. As soon
as the EC receives such peti-
tions, those are immediately
forwarded to the election tri-
bunal, the officials added.

The EC has sel up 61 elec-
tion tribunals across the coun-
try to deal with election-re-
lated cases It was leamnt that
the Districti Judges and the
Additional District Ju . in
addition to their normal work
attend the tribunals to dispose
of election-related cases.

"Al h the law says that
these g:nhmﬂd be di?pu-ed
of within six months, but it

does not specify -m
case in not di of
that time pcrkgo.::id an offi-
cial ~xplalmng why there was a
backlog eof election-related

case in the country.



