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HE 'future’ has always
been here. lor the child-
ren have always been
here. It was only in the '50s

the world had — after the
constellation of the UN —
started thinking about the

future. That's what the Unicel
1996 Progress of the Nations
(PoN). fourth in its series
since 1993, says so lar,

Child malnutrition still
poses as the biggest problemn
in Bangladesh. inclading most
of the developing couiltiries,
eyven after many national. in-
ternational and UN level ef-
forts to eradicate the ill. The
population- census aof 1991
says. nearly 17.54 per cent of
the total pn};utatmn was in the
age group ol lour or under-four
years. Another 17 .48 per cent
was found to be in the age
group of five to nine years, and
yet another 11.48 belonged 1o
the ten to fourteen vears of age
group. These denote that
young people -- the children --
are half the total population of
Bangladesh.

his group of population
has been, and still is. an im-
mense help o Bangladesh's
socio-eeonomy. Children's
contributions to the economy
in the farm of a labour force
are towering which last year
came under attack by one of
the human rights upholder-
nation, namely, the USA.

The  definitions of "child”
are diverse in different con-
cepts and laws in Bangladesh
and other countries of the
world. But the legal system in
many countries has tried to

aw a line between boys and
girls. The Majority Act of 1875

L o

in Bangladesh interprets a

below 18 to be a child.

ut anomalies remained while

establishing equity between
boy and girl children.

The needs of Bangladeshi
children — as citizens — are
&.I._ltf telling and understood by

e government of Bangladesh.
eir needs came to the lime-

L after the UUN's Children's
nd set some mid-decade and
end-decade targ#ts to éxpedite
the process of welfare of the
children. The goals that were
supposed to be accomplished
by 1995 are: raising of immu-
nisation to at least 80 per
cent; elitmpination of neonatal
letanus. a major reduction in,

measles  cases . dearths,
eradication ol polio. v hieving
B8O el ol (ORT (otal re-

hwddration therapy) to stop di-
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Immun.i'la‘ﬂun: Safe life hance

arrhoeal diseases; support for
breast-feeding through baby-
friendly hospital initiative and
ending free and low-cost dis-
tribution of breastmilk substi-
lutes; virtual elimination of
Vitamin A deficiency; universal
iodisation of salt; elimination
ol guinea worm disease; and
the universal ratification of the
Convention of the Rights of the
Child.

Among all the mid-decade
goals. some areas witnessed
appreciable consummation.
Salt iodation, for example, is
the most noteworthy. Accor-
ding to the Unicef country
representative in Bangladesh
Rolf C Cariere, it is no small
achievement that Bangladesh
— a country thaf had even in
the recent past 60 million of
its people at risk of iodine
deliciency — now iodates 62
per cent of'its salt. And the
PoN '96 confirms, mentionin
Bangladesh's latest officia
report. that the country's 97
per cent salt as iodated. "It's
also remarkable that
Bangladesh now pays for over
two-thirds of its routine
immunisation costs,” says
Cariere.

Other achievements re-
ﬁ?rdina Bangladesh have not

en clearly made understood
except for the news that
"essential obstetric services
are being decentralised by up-
grading district and commu-
nity facilities and staff skillg,
development of clinical proto-
cols to guide diagnosis and
treatment, and community
mobilisation”. A sfrategy.
whereby 11 district hospitals
were linked with obstetric and
gynaecological departments ol
11 medical colleges, has
played an important role in the
success of the programmes
carried out so far.

The West. however, started
tp look after their children
when the Second World War
ended. Over the years. their
very process of modernisation
and economic atlvancement
have permitied the “"old prob-
lems” to be overcome. Since
then, the industrialised na-
tions have been content a
considerable extent extent re-
garding their children with
their persevering efforts. But
after the curtain drawn on the
Cold War, a flurry of newer
{Jmhlr.ms ainong the children
1as groped in. For example in
the US. among the 15 year-old
boys who now smoke cf

gareties. deaths from lobacco.
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according to the PoN '96, over
the next 55 years will triple
the combined deaths from
‘murder”, ‘“suicide’, “drug
abuse”, "alcohol". "traffic acci-
dents” and "AlDS". This is ap-

. Fare.nﬂ}r a helplessness. This

eeble situation now prevails
even all over the world.

These problems are very
much present in the develop-
ing nations as well. The UN
agencies who are concerned
over these issues will not be
doing justice if they do: not
empathise in the same way
about the poorer nations. The
children are as cherished to
the southern nations as they
are to the North.

Even in Muslim majority
Bangladesh, the children are
highly treasured by religion.
They are assessed as precious
assets of the society. Religion
realises the fundamental rights
for the voung people as: the
right to genetic purity; the
right to life; the right to
breast-feeding: healthcare and
nutrition; the right to future
security: the right to educa-
tion. training and self-defence;
the right to egual treatment of
both"the sexes; and the right
to be supported by "fair” share
of funds.

The Unicefs PoN '96 re-
veals the organisation has
started to work on ‘beyond ba-
sics’ in the industrialised
countries, for the '‘basics’ have
already been achieved there.
This can be interpretied as all
the children in the wealthy
countries are satislactorily
nourished and relish hasic
healthcare and obtain the ex

plicit education. Yet the PoN
96 says that this doesn't mean
«ll1 problems are salved:

mounting problems - hoth old
and new — face the children in
the industrialised world, .and
new avenites of measuring
progress or regression are
heeded.

Tobacco use in the form ol
cigaretie-smoking among the
under-15 has been identified
as one of the major 'bevond-
basics problems of the West.
(iiven the studies done and ac-
cording to the league table,
{Eﬁ, it's one of the major prob
ems in the richer part of the
globe. And among 22 rich na
tions. Finland's 15-year-olds
lead the tobacco road. Twenty-
five per cent of its under 15
boys and 19 per cent of girls
within the same age-group are
regular smokers.

What the 1IN Children's
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Fund forgets — among many of
its programmes — is that the
children of rural Bangladesh,
even the school-gbers after
class hours, who go helpin
their farmer-fathers very easily
row the habit of smoking
)idis at a very tender apge
which continues until they Eﬁe
from tobacco-related diseases.
This practice of tobacco use
among the countryside kids
has been going on for a long
time which is very close to be
a social norm in Bangladeshi
rural areas. Viewed in this con-
text, the PoN report every year
has totally ignored Bangladesh.
While giving precautions on
the tobacco-related problems
in the PoN '96. the SB!-ID pro-
grammer on substance abuse,
Neil Collishaw says: "Mosl peo-
ple know that tobacco is E;z-
ardous. but few people appre-
ciate how hazardous it really is..
Smoking kills about hall of
persistent smokers who take
up the habij in adolescence”.

ere he, of course, talks about
the young people of the rich

Breast feeding is the best feeding
North It's disheartening to see
WHO's lack of interest in the
developing-country tobacco
users, who are females and
adolescents — both in rural
and urban areas — and are on
the increase.

. The efforts to conquer
malntrition, ill-health and il-
literacy that began in the '50s
have seen success. but they
could not make us complacent,
says Cariere. which _
true. He says so because a herd
of committed tasks are yet to
performed to eradicate the
enigmas. What the Unicef
country representative pointed
out as 'enigmas’ needs pivotal
attention both of the govern

ment and people at large

Nothing should make the gov

ernment reluctant. i it is. lo
combat the problems of the fu

ture with commitment

is very |

ELECOMMUNICATIONS
rhaps in less than a

ecade, has become one

of the Iliveliest and most
competitive growth industries
in the world, virtually
exploding with new products,
services and demand. For con-
sumers, the brave new world
of telephony has brought more
choices and falling prices. For
the industry, it has paid off in
rising sales and pruﬁts. It has
also resulted in unprecedented
upheaval and propgress. More
importantly, over the past
decade the US, Japan and Bri-
tain, as well as some other Eu-

‘ropean courntries, have liberal-

ized or unleashed their
telecommunication monopo-
lies, exposing the industry to
unpredictable market forces.
In the world around us. the
greatest growth has taken
place in telephone services —
electronic mail. toll-free-calls
and computerised directories.
In addition, telephone hard-
ware — electronic switch-
boards, central office switches,
handsets — has brought about
billions of dollars in sales fig-
ure. As information technology
becomes more and more im-
portant, the market will ex-
pand even more dramatically.
By the end of the century. the
world telecommunications in-
dustry and information tech-
nology could represent mas-
sive array of advances surpass-
ing records of progress in
other fields.

More importantly, the
clicking and clacking of elec-
tromechanical switches have
given way to the humming of
electronic digital exchanges
designed to speed data, pic-
tures and voices around the
world and this has put
telecommunications as the
most sophisticated technology.

Growth has taken place on
such an unprecedented scale
that consumers in one country
will be able to communicate
with consumers in another
country like in one big global
neighborhood. They will be
able to choose from a wide va-
riety of gadgets and conve-
niences that once seemed like
science fiction. Cellular. mo-
bile telephone are already in
wide use around the world,
while high-speed fibre-optic
cables will deliver an array of
new services including video-
telephones.

However, one must not
niiss the fact that behind all
these spectacular develop-
ments ol telecommunication
industry lay the humble eflorts
of a group of committed scien
tists. Vanious methods of send
ing messages had been de.
signed by men through the
ages. Over 3000 years ago. the
Greeks relayed back to Greece
news of the capture of Tray by
signalling with fires. The
American Indians used pulls of
smoke for signals. one of the
largest of the mounds they had
for this purpose was near Mi-
amisbury. Ohio.

Tribes in Alrica and on the
Island ol Pacific had for cen-
turies a form of telegraph that
macde use of specially built

American Indians used mounds and puffs of

smoke for signals.

druins. For extreme dislances
n Hstfnin%l drum was exactly
tuined to the same tone as the
sending drum. The French
revolution brought about some
spectacular development in vi-
sual telegraphy when Claude
Chappe devised a semaphore
system. (Signalling by opera-
tor's two arms or by flag in
each hand according to alpha-
betic code). These semaphores
were erected on high towers
about 10 miles apart and a
message could be sent from

Paris to Lille. 130 miles away
at the rate of about 1D0 words
per hour, Naturally. all these
developments at that time had
taken place because of war
reparation indicating enemy
ocation. Evidently, that was a
very brilliant perfection com-
pared with the state of things
at that time. The whole king-
dom could be warned instantly
of an approach of an invading
army.
Almost at about this time
the world of science was jolted
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The Children Must Go Beyond Basics | Recalling Progress of lTelecommunications
from Morse Days

by Md Asadullah Khan

| -hr the impact of a new force-
ele

ctrieity. Almost 260 years

?IL Benjamin Franklin sent an

ectric current through a wire
stretched across the Schuylkill
River and set fire to alcohol at
the other end. Oerstead. Stur-
geon and Faraday, over 'a pe-
riod of years, unfolded many of
the basic principles of
eleciricity and magnetism. In
1831 Professor Joseph Henry
a mile of wire
around one of the rooms in the
Albany Academy. By closing a
switch at one end of the wire,
he could ring a bell at the
other. The stage was being set
for the electro-magnetic
telegraph.

In 1832, a meeting between
Samuel Morse, a famous artist
and President of the National
Academy of Design in New
York and Dr Charles Jackson of
Boston sparked off a flurry of
activities in message commu-
nication. One evening at din-
ner Dr Jackson mentioned
that experiment had shown
that electricity possesses the
ahilit%" to pass instantly over
any length of wire. In the

course of conversation Morse
said "l see no reason why in
telligence can not be transmit-
ted by electricity.

Obsessed with the idea.
Morse almost got away from
his painting. using it only as a
means of living and providing
funds for his experiments. In
a garret in lower Manhattan.
he ate, slept and worked. He
made all possible effort to
make use of the information he
could get from Protessor
Henry on electromagnets.
Later with the help of Alfred
vail, he managed to develop an
instrument that could receive
and record dots and dashes on
paper. Later they dropped the
recording and used the audible
dots and dashes. For ten years
Morse tried to interest people
in his electric telegraph and it
was not until 1845 that
congress finally provided the
money to build a line from
Washington to Baltimore. In
May. 1844, the first message
was transmitted. '

Fortunately for the world.
other than providing a new
from of communication. the
electric telegraph stimulated
science, industry. commerce
and invention. It paved the way
for the development of Atlantic
cable, the telephone, the radio
and televisionr. Small wonder,
each of ‘these methods of
communication has helped de
velop a new field of it's own
and each contributes to the
progress and success of the
other.

The world af thid stage of
fantastic development intin-
tormation technology and
communication explosion has
#ol to be indebted to Samuel
Morse for his pioneering work.
He braved alFthF hardship.
poverty and discouragement
and was superbly fired with
dynamism and courage to ex
plore the possibilities of fasl

and effective communication
system  that has heralded
growithh and development

around the world
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