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NEWS BRIEFS

Kh Mahbub Khaleda's
legal adviser

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday ap

pointed eminent jurist Khon-
doker Mahbu Ahmed as
BNP C 's legal affairs

Hlﬂltfﬂ'puﬂlﬂﬂﬂ

tment be
tﬂuﬂ%eﬂh Iaid a
party press release.

AL public meet
tomorrow

The Awami League will hold
a public meeting at Manik Mia

Avenue at 3
A'-lm&uidtm:nd
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will address the

gmdhycuyhm :e
"3 t

Hlyudﬂhahf:ity(:u

By Staff Correspondent
The funeral of Mong Sue
Prue Chowdhury will be heid
tomorrow, said a release
day. He was the 14tL
King of - Circle’ of the
Hill Tracts. Mong
last on June 16.
He was 81. Thl: function will
s o propl i
thc "Police Hﬂ.h of
2 hurl: as BNP, AL
clash in Ctg
From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, June 28: At
least two were |
in a clash between the sup-
of the BNP and Awami
at Monsurabad today.
police and party sources said.
One of the injured. Monsur
Ahmed identified as BNP ac-
wivist, was in critical state,
hospital sources said.
The newly-appointed Sgg:-
etary General of the Bangla-
dﬂh Nationalist Party (B j
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan will
hold a meeting today at 6 pm
with the central le of the
Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal at the
B head office at Kakrail in
the city

' does not have to go

ASHAR 15 1403 BS,
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The seventh Jatiya Sangsad
will gn into its first acssinn on

Julg
resident Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday accepted a
request from Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to summon the
Sangsad into session on that
date, according to Bangabha-
ban sources.

A formal an-

nouncement in this regard will
be made today. the sources
said. _

. The Prime Minister met
the President {;&t tﬂdmh
last night and reques im
to mmiglnn the first session of
Parliament.

A number of ministers and
Awami League stalwarts were
with the Hasina her 40-
minute meeting with the Pres-
ident. the sources said.

The Speaker and the De-
puty Speaker will be elected

By Staff Correspondent

on the lirst day of the session.

The 7ih Jativa Sangsad was
elected through the June 12
election held under the care-
taker government.

Sheikh Hasina, whose
Awami League emerged as the
largest partly ba%ing 146
seals, was sworn-in Sunday as
the 10th Prime Minister.

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), which relinquished
power on March 30 in the face
ol a prolonged movement for
election under a caretaker
government, secured 116
seats, emerging as a strong

sition in parliament. BNP
chairperson former prime
minister
expected to be elected Leader
ol the Opposition in Parlia-
ment. She is yet to take oath as
an MP due to her sickness.

Jatiya Party bagged 32
seats, Jamaat-e-Islami three,

m Khaleda Zia is -

.hold

Awami League government

far 1o seek

| tran
- ernment. All it has to do is to

. world's seven leading

Group
. pointed o low inflation. near
| mmrﬂ low interest rates bet-

ideas as to how to run a clean.
t and effective gov-

recapitulate all the criticisms
it made of the BNFP govern-
ment during the last few years
and act not to deserve the
same. If AL ment only
looks at all the actions that it
asked Begum Zia's rnment
to iake, it will instantly have a
‘what to do’ list that can make
an eflective policy guide for
the sent rmment. And
to that list, Shcikh Hasina
can add all the estions

“that the

inde media
made during Lgnimur: of the
last gnv::mment then we have
a near mtgehm:m plan of
action for present govern-
menl to follow.
In the early days of Khaleda
Zia's government this paper

had made a which we
repeat for benefit of the
resent ment with the

that it will not, as in the
previous instance. fall by the

ministers, MPs

By Mahfuz Anam

Commentary

Declare assets of

peated once every year, on and
around the same date, for as
long as they are in office.
These should be published in
major newspapers with an ap-
peal from the Prime Minister
to the members of the public
to come forward if anyone pos-
sesses evidence to prove any
part of the 'declaration’ to be
wrong. All submissions will
then be looked inte and if
found to be correct than the
minister or ministers con-
cerned will be dismissed. and
if the situation calls l'm' prose-
cuted.
The rationale for this sug

gestion is obvions, All
ments in sh have nuf
fered from widespread public
impression of bein ighly
corrupt. On the top of the cor-
ruption pyramid usually sal the
ministers. This is not to pass a
awtepi:ﬁ jud inst all
those who held ministerial po-
sitions in our country. It could
bc that some were honest. But

ey became ﬂctlmn for the

any they . and suf-
ftrﬂr {ﬂh: hu jation for be-
ing diuhont-t Collectively all
governments — democratic.
military and autocratic — suf-
fered Ifrom a terrible repuia
ton of being corrupt.

The widespread impression
o Page 12 Col |
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Jatiya Sangsad to
meet July 14

and Jatiya Samajtrantrik Dal
((ISD-Rab) and Islami Oikya
Jote one each. The lone inde-
pendent MI’ later joimed AL.

During the Prime Mimister
meeting with the President,
LGRD and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman, Commerce
and Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed, Irrigation. Flood Con-

trol and Water Resources Min-

ister Abdur Razzak, Post and
Telecommunication Minister
Mohammad Nasim, Dhaka City
Corporation Ma r Mohammad
Hanif, Chief p of AL Abul
Hasnat ﬂbdullah Ahdul Man-
nan MP, and party leaders

Sajeda Chowdhury. Amir Hos-
sain Amu and ul Jalil were
present.

Meanwhile, the Election

Commission is scheduled to
election to the 30 re-
served seats for women in the
parliament on July 7 next.

Mujib coat's
popularity

By Staff Correspondent
With the Awami League

coming to" power a week ago.

many tailoring houses in the

city are Fttting increasing
orders for 'Mujib

number o

.coat’,

Mujib coat is a kind of waist
coat, used by Fatherof the Na-
tion Bangabandhi1 Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman. [t is usually
made of black cloth.

According to employees ol
some of the tailoring shops.

the orders for Mujib coat |

started increasing after the AL
emerged as the majority party
in Jatiya Sangsad in the June
12 elections and the number
was on steady rise since the
party formed the government.
Htpl}ﬂ;lf te a question, the
manager of a tailoring house at
Mtrpur Road Eﬂiﬂ "We have re-
ceived orders for more than

SuFa# 12 col 7

HSC exams
from tomorrow

Star Report

The Higher Secondary Cer-
xaminations under
five education boards of the
couniry will begin tomorrow.
According to offlicial
sources. a total of 583,771
students of live boards will ap-
pear at the examinations with
similar sets of questions,
Earlier the date for the ex.
amination was set for June 6
which was refixed by the care-
See Page 12 col 8
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Thousands of people gathered in front of the central office of the Bangladesh Awami ague

at Bangabandhu Avenue in th

party office for the first time a

Extended

ity yesterday as party president Sheikh Hasina came to the

T ming e Minister.

— Star photo

ed meeting of city AL

Improvement of law & order

prime task, says Hasina -

Prime Minister and Awami
League president Sheikh
Hasina yesterday asked her
party leaders and workers to
get ready for greater sacrifice
to deliver the fruits of inde-
pendence to the people.

“You succeeded in the long
strum}lt for establishing peo-
ples [ranchise. But. mind it.
consolidation of victory is
much, more hard a task than
achieving it", said Hasina while
addressing as chief guest an
extended meeting of the city
unit of Awami League at its
central office at Bangabandhu
Avenue in the city. It was
Sheflh -Hasina's first visit Lo
the office after she took
over as Prime Minister.

With Dhaka city AL presi-
dent and Dhaka City Corpora-
tion Mayor Mohammad Hanif
in the chair. the meeting was
also addressed by Awami
League general secretary and
Minister for LGRD and Cooper-
ative Zillur Rahman.

A numbes of ministers,
MPs. ward commissioners of

 the city corporation and lead-

ers of various thana and ward
units of the ruling party at-
tended the meeting while
hundreds of people thronged
outside the party office to lis-
ten to Hasina.

The AL chiel said people

4

By Staff Correspondent

expect a lot from the Awami
League government our first
and foremost task towards ful-
filling peoples’ expectation will
be to improve the law and
order situation in the country,”
she added.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed her dismay that the
;uuth force of the country was

rced to go astray in the ab-
sence of any pguideline from
the previous government. She
urged the possessors of illegal
arms to "throw away arms, give
up acts of terrorism and lead a
normal life.”

‘Improvement of the law
and order Is a must. We like to

AL expels 4
leaders

Awami League has expelled
four leaders of its central. dis-
trict and thana committees for
their anti-organisational activi-
ties, said a party press release
last right. reports UNB.

They are: central commit-
tee member Fazlur Rahman,
member of Hiahﬂrcﬁﬁnj dis-
trict committee Habibur Rah-
man, president of Haluaghat
thana Awami League Principal
Abdul Hye and member of
ira thana Awami Lagaue Tonai

ollah.

L ]

ensure a secured life to all so
that investors do not feel dis-
cour . We have to stop once
for all the acts of terrorism,
toll collection and hooligan-
ism,” said the new Prime Min-
ister urging Lhe ward-level
cominunity leaders in the city
to redress the problem ol ter-
rorism through motivation and
J work.

"No great job can be per-
formed without utmost dedi-
cation. Please, search you
souls, rectify yourself and
make aun: that nobody iIs hurt
? BIH‘ your work and word,”

leader told her partj'-
men.

“There is no delight in hav—
ing more, the real happiness
lies in sacrifice.” she said.

Prime Minister Hasina
asked her cabinet colleagues,
MPs and peoples’ representa-
tives at all levels to work in the
spirit of rendering service to

o
PC_Kerng to the burning is-
sues of poverty and illiteracy,
the Prime Minister said. "l
strongly believe that removing
illiteracy is a prerequisite for
freeing the nation from the
curse of poverty.” "| am seek-
ing assistance from the stu-
dent community for removing
illiteracy,” she added.

See "ape 12 Col 3
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(Frem L te R) Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto, Italian Premier Lomano Prodi.

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl.

French President Jacques Chirac,

British Prime

Minister John Major and US President Bill Clinton pose for photngrapheﬂ yesterday prior
to the first working session of the G 7 summit. f

Vowtoth
G-7 agrees to debt-relief

— AFP/UNB photo

i
L ]

rrorisim

for 40 poorest states

LYON(France}. June 28 The

indus-
hailing

unity .
ani :

trial demeocracies.
globalisation as an
not a threat, i
mistic of sustained
economic growth today and

agreedmuuthcpuoreﬂna

report
In a show of solidarity
US President Bill Clinton,
world leaders at a_:um*l here

also vowed to absolute
priority to thli terrorism
| after a deadly bom n% attack on

| US soldiers in Saudi Arabia.

At their annual
of Seven

SUmmit
leaders

ter aligned currencies and
booming trade as healthy

e
¢ leaders of the United
States. Canada. Japan. France,
Britain. Germany and Italy
recogpised that a recent slow-
down in Europe and unaccept-
ably high unemployment in
many couniries were dark
spots but said that even in
LEhur“;tth;ﬂ arekrmﬁdcnt
at pick up in the
second half of the year.

After debating the relent-
less advance of the global
economy. they sald: “We are
convinced that the process of

lobalisation is a source of
ope for the future. History
shows that rising living stan-
dards depend crucially on
reaping the gains from trade,
international investment and

technical progress. '

But they said the benefits
of globalisation would only
arise if countries adjusted to
increased competition, and
acknowledged that inequality
could increase and some of the
poorest countries could be
marginalised without a special
effort.

Meeting around a bright.
yellow table at the
Contemporary Art Museum
here. the leaders agreed to a
package of debt reliefl mea
sures for the world s 40 poor-

est countries.
Bridging differences be-
guardian of fi-

tween Germa
nancial unhgxy and the six
other states. they agreed n-lir{

See Page 12 Col 4

BNP's gratitude
to people

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) has expressed its grati
tude to the le. women in

| particular, for their support to

the party in the June 12 par
- Hament elections.
The ational Executive

Committee of the BNP mel
yesterday evening at the
party’'s central office with Ab
dul Mannan Bhuityan, newly-
appointed Secretary General,

in the chair.
The meeting, also thanked

arty chairperson 8egum
Ehal{rd: Zia for agpoinung
Mannan Bhulyan Secretary

al of the party and con-
gratulated Bhuiyan on his new
assignment. It recalled the
contribution of former secre-
tary general Abdus Salam
Talu , says a BNFP press re-
lease.

BNP urged the ment
to take appropriate measures
for maintaining a healthy
democratic atmosphere in the

See Page 12 col 8

Reactivate party at

all tiers:

BNFP chairperson. Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday in-
structed leaders and workers
of her party to consolidate its
position by intensifying organi-
sational activities at all levels
across the country, reporis
UNB.

She was addressing the
leaders of thana committees of
Dhaka city and BNP candidates
for the June 12 polls from the
city constituencies at the
party’s Kakrail office yesterday
evening.

Begum Zia directed party-
men (o reactivate every ward,
thana. mahalla. union. town
and city committees to reach
the itics of the BNP to the
people from all walks of life.

sald it was proved in
the June 12 polls that the BNP
has massive populari _l{amnng
the common people. This pub-
lic support should be sustained
in fulurt. she said.

Khaleda

The BNP chief stressed the
need for proper coordination
among the party units at all
levels.

She asked the party leaders
and workers to conduct organ-
isational activities in their re-
spective areas maintaining
strong unity in the party,

Begum Zia also urged them
to resist all t of terrorism
and injustice defying impris-
onment, arrest warrant., ha-
rassment. or any other repres-
sive :

S sed her partymen
o re e message of the
BNP to the doorstep of people
through mass contact pro-
gramme, public meetings,

s and rallies.
The BNP chief hoped that

W pers would play a
e role in depicting the
actual situation of the country
and the condition of the peo-

See Page 12 col 7

Bomb threat in

KSA panics

Allied Forces
v

DHAHRAN (Saudi Arabia).
June 28: A bomb threat early
today at the American military,
housing complex devastated by
a lerrorist explosion jolted
people from their beds and put
the military on alert. It turned
out (o be a hoax. reports AP,

IS Air Force personnel and
British and French troops
bunking in the compound
were ordered to take cover
after an anonymous caller
claimed there would be an-
other explosion at the complex
where a truck bomb Tuesday
night killed 19 Ainericans.

US officials began releasing
details of the investigation to
day. They said the bombers

fled in a white Chevrolet
Caprice Classaic from the mid-
19 Since that is the mosl

See Page 12 col 6

EC receives complaints )

from 39 candidates

By Morshed Ali Khan

The Elvction ommiss on
(E<”} has so far received peti-
tions from 39 candidates of
different political parties com-

laiming about various I:_:fu
arities in the June 12 parlia-
mentary elections, EC sources
said.

The candidates urged the
EC Lo take action. The EC ad-
visedd some of them 0o foilow
the official procedure of fili
Co alms so that those cou
be dealt with by an election
tribunal, EC sources said.

The EC received 21 peti-
tions from BNFP candidates.
eight from AL, six from Jatiya
Party, two from Jamaat-e-In-
lamd and one each from Work-
ers Party and the Communist
Party candidates

or on EC investigation, an
eved candidate had to
ubmit of formal nt in
rescribed forms along with a

of Tk 1,000, speci
rl:llll about the alleged irreg Ijrln.

ularities, the sources said.

"Then. it is the discretion
of the Commission to send the
case to the election tribunal or
not.” an official said.

BNF chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has notified the EC
of irregularities in 111 con-
stituencies in a: ‘simple letter”
without ifying the nature
of irregularities. the official
mentioned.

Any complaint without fees
and specification does neot
stand and automatically gets
quashed. EC sources :

“But f a complaint is made
before the announcement of
the election results. then the
EC ‘is able to take action in-
stantly.” said a top EC officials
pointing out that such com-
plaints prompted the EC to
conduct re-poﬁllu in 116 cen-
tres of 27 constituencies.

Any . may
however, a complaint

See Page 12 col 8

Another vessel
with 700 MTs
cement sinks

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 28; A

rivate sea coaster carryin
g{}{} metric tons of l:l:mcn

u'il today

another
cnanter arriving here
haka, port sources said.

The crew members swam
to the shore after the accident,
they said.

Ehi.tt:g_ Port channel
was not affected due to sinking
of the sea coaster, sources
added. The owner of the
coaster, however, was in-
structed port authority to-
day to salvage the vessel as

bound for Narayangan
into the river l{arn
after colliding t
ﬂmptB
rom

early as possible to k the
river free from any h dur-
ing navigation, they said. .

| Meanwhile, clearing of

cargo [rom the Maltese flag
carrying vessel, which partly
sank recently, continued

The owner of MV Blue North.
brought ts from Holland

vage the ship, port

4 BCP activists
slaughtered

“in Chuadanga

From Our Correspondent
CHUADANGA., June 28: Four
members of the outlawed Bi-
lobi Communist Party were
lled and another was injured
in an attack last night by the
activists of a rival at a vil-
lage in Sadar thana of the dis-

trict.
Police said an armed gl_'ﬁnup
rba
Communist Party

of 40 to 50 members of

Banglar

(PBCP) attacked seven mem-

hers u[fﬂtfl:':;] Biplobi > Communist
Party at Jadu Vlll_?_ﬁ

under Chuadanga t g:r“

BCP members were sleeping

the house of one Animr in t.he

' village. The attackers slaugh-

four BCP members on
the spot. They are Hamidul of
Aruapara, Shafi of Jagati
ll{ushtial Anowar of Jadupur
and Maail alias Shali of Baradi
See Page 12 col 7

Prisoner dies

tere

in jail
By Staﬂ'Curreapondent
One prisoner, Faruq. 22,

died at the Dhaka Central Jail
Thursday afternoon, police
said yesterday.

Faruq wds arrested by
Shabujbagh thana police from
Malibagh area in the city when
he allegedly tried to escape
after snatching a gold chain
from a woman at around 11:30
am Monday last, police said.

Lalbagh police said that
Faruq died in the jail hospital
at about 4 pm Thursday. Po-
lice. after being informed by
the jail authorities, took the
body and sent it to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

(DMCH) for autopsy Thursda
night, police aaidps ’

An unnatural death case has
been filed with Lalbagh thana

in this connection., police
added.

BNP supporters
g0 On rampage
in Ctg: 3 shot

CHITTAGONG. June 28:
Two police personnel and a
tempo driver sustained bullet
injuries as activists of BNP and
its front organisations went on
rampage in the port city toda

rotesting the arrest of a JC
eader, reports UNB.

Police said mﬁportm
BNP, Jubo Dal and Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal ‘put up barricndu
at Dewanhat, Kldamtlli
Agrabad, Mogoltuli and Cement
Crossing areas and damaged
some vehigles.

They said snipers, sus-
pected to be activists of BNP,
opened fire on a tempo carry-
ing licemen on Dewanhat

at about 10:30 pm.

Police Inspector of Double-
mooring thana Shahjahan, con-
stable Abul Kalam and driver
Moinuddin were injured in the
attack. They were admitted to
Chittagong Medical College

See Page 12 col 7

Kalapur calm:
Most villagers

return home

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June 28: The situ-
ation at village Kalapur re-
mained caln tndl\' Most of the

villagers who fled their home-
steads also t:'an:le back.

At least 50 ple were in-
jured in a cl yesterday be-

ween the Ansars and wvill
of Kalapur in Sri
the 9th battalion of
located.

Muﬂl

Meanwhile. the high-level
robe body formed by the
sars authorities reached the
area and its work t
The 3 member body
headed by the Director
(operation) Colonel Shamsus-
zaman Chowdhury. The other
members are ty Director
Khalilur Rahman and District
Ansars Adjutant Nur Nabi

See Page 12 col 7
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