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Again". — definitely a

pretty sensational he-
adline for our moderate tastes.
Sarah scanned the headlines
quickly while sipping her
insi black coffee. And this
was the one, that her
intelligent., bright eyes rested
on. It literally sent shudders
throu her back to realize
that could be a homicidal
maniac out there, lying in wait
{uut to mn:rf her, his
" |somehow we all assume all
serial killers are necessarily
males) next victim. Gulping

" E;EM Killer Strikes

down the last d of coffee
from the cup, h made her
out of her flat.

work at the newspaper
office, where Sarah worked

was an usually very interesting.
The day passed pretty qm::k.li—
and soon if was eight é'clock.
But on having to do a little ex-
tra work. by the time she got
out of the office. it was pretty
late.

~ The parking lot was almost
empty. Sarah's Toyota awaited
her arrival in a dark corner.
Sarah hopped in and turned on
the stereo. Though she hated
to admit it. it was a fact that
she was scared,. a as the drive

back was a pretty long one,
Soon she manoeuvered the car
onito the highway and sped off

The day was a wet one and
Sarah carefully because
of the slippery roads Several

vans and trucks overtook her
in quick succession. The traffic
now was not only far from
dense, but rare. | along the
ride the rhythmical sound of
the wipers seemed to be tryin
to take her into a state o
trance. The monotone was
suddenly broken as with a jerk
Sarah's car's engine came (o a
halt. It slowly rolled down to
the roadside as the driver
swerved the vehicle to avert
the mainstream of traffic Of
course, at this time there was
no traffic at all. Wiping her
perspirating forehead garah
got to check what was
wrong. though this was not ex.
actly what she did best But
somechow, with the very firsi
look, she could tell the fanbelt
was gone. There was no use
tr)ril:? to fix it. and she
couldn't Euih the car all the
e age cither So
. the best choice
the car
look for a cab or a lifi Wearily
she retired back on her seat
on retreating to the car

There was literally no sigh
of any traffic. The poor car saw
no choice but to wait il morn

way to t
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she could make a phone-call.
She was debating whether to
go and look for a telephone;

when a car's headlight showed L
down be- [

up. The car slow
fore Sarah could even get
down. As the car came to a halt
the headlights were carefully
turned off. A silhouetted re

surreptitiously got down
the car and made it's way to-

wards Sarah. Suddenly one
thing flashed through Sarah's
mind. The serial killer she had
been reading about earlier this
morning., had chosen all his

victims similar situations.
She shuddered and droplets of
Ecrs iration an to form on:

e

known reason held tightl _
the steering wheel. All the
doors were securely locked.™

Thuugh it was not as if aht.':*

hadn't considered running for
it, but she knew that wouldn't
be really wise. Rather she'll
just turn into the perfect prey,
frightened and wvulnerable.
Sarah vowed she would put up
a fight. The figure was almost -
there. Sarah tried to regain
her composure. But her nerves

. were on the verge of a break-

down. As the person came up
to her. Sarah's hands gripped

tiie steering wheel so tightly
tY it her knuckles turned
wliite. Then there was a soft

knock on her window. Sarah

felt her pounding heart miss a
heat esmerized — she
looked out and her eye.

brows rose in utter disbelieve
and rellef. The moonlight
showed the person outside to
be a very motherly looking old
Iad?' Letting out an enormous
sigh of reliel she quickly rolied
down the window The lady
said In a loud crackling voice.
"Hi little missie, what're ya do-
Iing in the middle of the
woods?" Sarah quickly ex

lained her posttion and gave

er an Imploring look he
lady had a[lrr-a:hf anticipated
that much. She said so herself
and showed Sarah that she had
brought a range with her 4a
case she had flat tyres Sarah
chuckled and said in a apolo-
Eetic manner that her tyres
were perfectly alright The old

woman smiled too and sfid
quietly "Well — you never
know what might ecome in
handy” she pointed at her

range Sarah noticed her hands
were gloved. 'Get your purse
miss, undishauhtﬂadmﬂ-
you a ride home’ said she
Sarah smiled It had been a
long day - or rather a long
night She turned to get her
jpurse which lay bemgt her.
The old woman coldly raised
e range and brought it down
night on Sarah's
nead 'Goodbye child” — she
said.
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{ ~ Remedios (0 the problem

of Street Children

' in Bangladesh :

TREET  children . are
thought to be sensitive,
dependent and vulner-

able like most other children.
Some of their families have
disintegrated due to lack of
family bonds and some of them
uire social and personal
protection. They need to be
given a sense of self respect
and self confidence and they
their share of

opportunities. This can be best

-achieved through the services
~of social workers and non-gov-
-erment organizations. NGO's
onto 4. Nheed to be on the front line so
that they can contact a child

on the street and wait for the

governent to assist them in any
~way possible.

Prevention :

Children travel to urban ar-
eas mostly by*train and they
are normally escorted by the
police and placed in observa-
tion names.
~ (a) A good step is to moni-.
tor their activities and counsel
them after their release be-

' fore they are absorbed into

gangs of sireet children.

(b) Normally children are
_ arents are
lpcated and after the parents
g}l:d%f their commitment to

children in writing. But in
many situations, children
merely return to parents who
are quick to exploit them.
NGOs can alter the situation by
counselling the parents and

monitoring their interaction
with the children.

ﬂ: & wm Mﬂllm . \

ren must be led into .

. o

Imstitutions that will provides
with a sense of belong-
nurture their ambitions

and help them realize their
objectives.

Shelter : !

Shelters are important to
these children because they
have the ability-

- To tell
SOIMeone cares.

-To protect them from nat-
ural calamities

- To protect them from the

street fFangs

him/her that

by Shaila Huq Mitul

premises of both public and
private schools of the collabo-
ralive venture lies from being a
large undertaking, it is also

low in terms of the costs in-
volved.

Vocational trnjning':
Vocational training should
be introduced at the primary

level. and must deal with the
skills that could be utilized in

- To provide them with an
education

- In the case of girls, to
avoid placing them in the cat-
egory of street girls’, and

- To allow them to grow up
in an ideal and homely envi-

ronmernit.

Non-formal education :

Municipal corporations with _

NGOs and interested private
schools could plan non-formal
education., classes in the
evenings as this seems to be
the most convenient time for
street children. In addition to

that. by holding these classes

in the evenings. the existing

the market for jobs. In order
to accomplish this goal. there
niust be a way to assess and
lorecast the skills required in
the market .The concept of
learning while earning must
also be taken into considera-
tion so that a child who it also
a potential worker in the fam-
ilv can earn a renumeration
that helps in the survival of
his her family.
Health care :

Mobile health teams could
make regular weekly trips to
areas populated by street chil-

dren. The scheme must also
include relevant back up ser-

Deadly Strike | he Plight of the Street Children -u

vices.
Police ;
Police stations should have
a professionally qualified social
worker who can deal with
children brought to the station

on a charge. Through personal
interviews they ascertain the

- problem and seeds of the child

and suggest the appropriate
dgency for help. _
Banking facilities :

Most street children en-
gage themselves in a number
of odd jobs and would wish to
save their earnings. Yet they do
not know how or where to save.
fheir money. Some national
banks could be persuaded to
have mobile banks go over to
specific locations populated by
street children and open spe-
cial counters for them. Bank
officials could also educ:ie the
children on various investment
schemes.

Reaction of Public
Awareness :

It is important to stimulate
public awareness when it
comes to the plight of working
or street children so as to
bring about a positive response
towards their development.’
Media outlets such as televi-

.sion. radit literature, posters

etc. could be used in order to
bring about public awareness
on a grand scale,

Finally, in order to tackle
this growing urban Lra.g:d}r. we
must take into consideration
as to how child labour can be
irradicated so that children
can enjoy a full. happy, healthy,
and secure childh . This can
only be achieved by ensuring
that every person has access to
the basic necessities of life
food. shelter and full employ-

ment.
condensed by-

Shazaad Ahmed

HIS is indeed a difficult
choice. is it not? Brian
Lara, Sanath Jayasuriya.
Mark Waugh and Sachin
Tendulkar are some of the
most powerful batsmen in the

‘subject of cricket. Here are my
ﬂwmnbmﬂ these batsmen.
Lara — The most,

':ﬁ'lruﬂﬂﬂl] batsman of all. the
rtheerful Caribbean left-hander
Is out to to his fans that

he is still the best in the World

Series being hosted by
Australia later this year after a
nat-so-good performance in
the World Cup '96. He is the
batting nucleus of the West
Indies. Determination. it is

. 18 the key to success.

t is the case with this man
The truth is that Lara was not
in good form this World Cup.
We have already seen Lara in
action in the New Zealand's

Who co the Best - -

Lara, Teandalloar. Hark

- Waugt or layasarniya?

by Rafi A Chaudhury

tour of the West Indies where
he was sensational with two
sparkling centuries. one of
them in the electrifying final
with the tourist lﬂ-erwith the
Windies 2-2. As team captain
Richie Richardson retired
after his defeat to Australia in
the WC 2nd semi-final. Lara is
the only major hope for the
Weasat Indies il they want to be

wibedna Fathake. a young gul recenily visited

-

top in any tournament.
Sachin Tendulkar - The
litle Indian right-hand batting
wizard. the ypung Bombayite
has turned into one of the best
E!a*_u‘rrs in the world. Starting
IS career al sixteen. he is the
youngest player in the one-
dayers. Sachin Tendulkar is
ready to give the best bowlers
in the world a challenge. He is
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and sent her picture at Red Ford

Y cant take it anymore
Mrs. Smith on
the Phone ‘you must

. Ewery

#' me r Sunday night
terrorized by a black
e s
i o
md‘ the house”.
listeni to a la
of Mrs. th's dis-
. Mrs. Smith was a
‘shert, conservative woman in
her believed she

Was terrorised every

%1m est. |

to on a Sunday

right at her to see if his-
tory repeats itself i

. When Sunday arrived

to leave lor Mrs.

y. When |

the sight of the buge

arrival and as |
the luxurious
the first thing | ne-
ticed was that my feet sank
deep into the carpet
h was proof enough 1E§1
Smith was a millionaire.
was escorted to the livi

ji53e

1
:
:

'Palace’ in
front of me. The walls were
; of blocks of stone and

The butler at the front door

Story Writing Competition-u

7 he Rizarve Supernatural
by Md Ali Siddiquee |

tective. " Mrs. Smith said notic-
ing my presence. “This is
Duane Barry my brother-in-
law" she said indicating the
bald man. By the look in
Duane's eyes | felt quite un-
welcome so | moved away to
take a look at the paintings on
the wall.

One hour past as | listened
to Duane trying to cenvince
Mrs. Smith to leave her pre-
sent mansion and my patience
began to wear thin ‘look, |
need more detains on this
Ccase, are you going to five me
any information or are you jusi

ng to ignore me and con-
inue yakking?"' | shouted out.
“You look. we don't need any
help and certainly net from an
amateur detective like you so
just go back to your office and
don't come here again.’
Screamed Duane.

Hearing this Duane abraptly
stormed ow of the room in
anger

Help!” it was Mrs. Smith's
voice ran doomslaire in re
sponse 10 the “?k-fm help. At
Lthe doerway of the living room
| saw a phantom-—like figure
strangling Mrs. Smith! |
rushed towards the f[igure

slamming him to the wall caus-
ing his hood 1o drop and all
was revealed it was Duane
Barry! Although dazed he
charged back at me but nattr1
him in such a dazed state
side stepped him hence allow-
ing htm to crash head-
into a table. This left him un-
conscious. So | binded his arm

around his back with a strap of
canvas and dialed the police.

After taking away Duane

Mrs. Smith looked as il she
was in shock, she slumped
down on the couch "1 can’t be-
lieve Duane would do such a

thing™ uttered Mrs. Smith.
"Well it seems his greed has
overdone him finally” |1 said.

“But this still doesn't explain
the presence of my husband. ..

she said "Well, it could
have been a projector or
maybe..” | cut-off -

- Maybe what” she asked

cagerly. "Well, there isn't al-
ways an explanation for :
thing" | sald referring to an in-

cident in ‘which | — { —
gol entangled in the world of
the supernatural... may be of
the third kind. who knows the

truth is sut there,

T e e

a beauty to watch when at full
flow. A strong contender for
the-Indian captaincy, so if is
said after Azharuddin leaves in
September. He has started off
1996 beautifully, being the
highest scorer in the World
Cup scoring 529 runs, along
with two magnificent centuries
against Kenya and Sri Lanka,
He led the team in their tour
te and.and hit'a masterly
85 of only 72 deliveries. He.
like Brian Lara the most
support to India. There are
plenty of other fine batsmen in
the Indian uad such as
Jadeja and Sidhu but they are
not as reliable as Tendulkar.
Who knows, maybe one day the
chant, "East or west,
Tendulkar is the best" will
come true.

Mnrkl_ . Waugh — certainly
one of the greatest players in
the world. He a:a?cﬁhree
centuries in the World Cup
this year. He is the anly player
to score back to back centuries
in the history of the WC. The

unger twin of Steve Waugh,

admits that Steve had
peared in the squad before he

did and he wanted to be better
than his brother. Undoubtedly
the most stylish batsman in
cricket today. Mark Waugh
adds elegance and wer to
every stroke he plays. He
showed his brilliance with a
magnificent hundred against
Sri Lanka in the World es
last year in Australia. Mark
Waugh is definitely the main
plngnfur Australia.

- /Sanath Jayasuriya — Ah,
last but not least, we come to
the &If’ycr to prove it all,
Sanath Jayasuriya, He has had a
tremendous World Cup and has
followed it up with even a
more terrific Singer Cup, but
unfortunately Sri Lanka could
not win the trophy because
Pakistan. the former world
champions defeated them in
the final. Their victory was
considered a fluke by their
own fans but they t have
won due to bad umpiring by
British umpire George Sharp.
But. let's not go into detai
about that. Jayasurtya, however
hecame the man
in both tournaments. His bril-
llant performance this year
will be remembered by all
people because his perfor-
the Singer Cuup. The trophry go
t Cup. tr
off to an expl.nﬂp ve ltnﬂnpl:nylﬁ
opening match between
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
Jayasuriya broke the World
record holding the fastest
one-day hundred. The record
i not now of Mohammed
Azharuddin who achieved this
feat off 62 deliveries, but of
Jayasuriya it off only 48

Is. He also s the record
for the hgm number of sixes
in a one day innings (11). That
match held the world's
aﬁrepte of 664 runs. Also in
the finals, Jayasurtya seemed
to be In a devastating mood

cracki the world's fastest
half-ceritury in a mere 17 balls
The previous record was held

tting it of

990. Jayasuriya no
;-Hnam bowler, “hc.t last
agar Younis t break
th s kﬁ.‘a.n

for Pa
“{r%}hlylrlurtrl can keep up —

this kind of rformance in

z:amy about

smen, | am still not sure out
ﬂlhnﬂmmhthhﬂh
Who do you think ts numero
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story- Hamid-Ur Rashid
cartoon- Sharier Khan

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE! YOU
HAVE ELIMINATED THE RIGHT
HAND OF ATM SAMSON. YOU'D
ETTER LEAVE THIS TOWN
MMEDIATELY. .. YOU TAKE My }
COwW Elﬂl THE BACKYARD A
LEAVE NOWI

MARY OH MY
MARRY I CAME
HERE FROM

THE BEGINNING
OF THIS
CARTOON. I
BOUGHT A MALA
SARI FOR YOUI

BILL OH MY BILL!
WHEN

BECAUSE IT
IS NOT
?UITAILE
FAMILY
VIEWING.

Bl IRl A ivEmOERIRE s an N Wid

-the series

SHOOT yOu

YOU'LL BE REWARDED

A caption which went along with the write up “We who are

not as others part-1l", on June 14, stated that Gibran Tanwir

. Actuall
split up.

is= & member of Misanthro
Death Row before the ba
mistake

he was a member of
e sincerely regret the




