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Prattash

a — an anti-drug organisation — brought out a

colourful procession in the city marking the International

Day Against Drug Abuse yesterday.

— Star photo

BNP alleges repression
on partymen

The BNP yesterday ex-
pressed concern at what it
said the continued repression
and attack on partf leaders
and workers allegedly by the
ruling Awami League thm:gr
out the country, reports UNB.

The new Prime Minister is
speaking everyday of her re-
solve to establish rule of law
and rool out terrorism. and
not to take any revenge against
political opponents, a BNP
spokesman said.

But in reality, the ruling
party has already begun attack-
ing innocent people and rival
pariymen, alleged Haris
Chowdhury, the member-sec-
retary of BNP's national elec-
tion coordination committee,

Loan defaulters

From Page |

In a press release. the EC
said that criterion for disquali-
fication of an election candi-
date as described in Article
66(2) of the Constitution and
Article 12 of the Public
Representation Ordinance,
1972 would be applicable for
the election of the 30 reserved
seats for women.

The candidature for the re-
served seats would be consid-
ered disqualified if the intend-
tn% candidate is found to be a
defaulter in paying bank loan
instalments of all nature ex-
cepting house building loans,
the EC said.

She will also be considered
disqualified if she is a director
or partner of a company or a
firn which is a bank loan de-
faulter or if she is a director of
a finanrcial organisation, de-
fined E’{nthe Artha Rin Adalat,
1990 ch is a loan defaulter.

The EC elaborated saying, if
a candidate is a bank loan de-
faulter on the day of her sub-
mission of candidature, she
would be disqualified to partic-
ipate in the elections for any of

€ 30 reserved seats.

Jahanara Imam's
death anniversary

observed

The second death anniver-
sary of Jahanara Imam was ob-
served yesterday paying
tributes to her and demanding
trial of the war criminals, re-
poris BSS.

‘Shaheed Janani' Jahanara
Imam was one of the 24
prominent citizens who were
charged with treason by the
former BNP government for
leading a mass movement
against Jamaat chief Prof Go-
lam Azam. The charge was
withdrawn recently by the
non-party caretaker pgovern-
ment headed by Muhammad
Habibur Rahman.

Freedom fighters and vari-
ous socio-cultural organisations
observed the day with due
honour.

The National Coordination
Committee for Muktijoddher
Chetona Bastabayan Ghatak
Dalal Nirmul placed wreaths in
the mnrn,lnq at her grave at
Mirpur. A large number of

ople from all walks of life

ought out a procession from
the tral Shaheed Minar.

The National Coordination
Committee yesterday afternoon
also organised a discussion at
the Institution of E A

Presided over by convenor

of the committee Syed Hassan
was ad- |

Imam, the meeting
dressed by Faiz Ahmed, Maz-
harul Islam, Barrister Shawkat
Ali, Abdul Mannan Chowdhury,

while briefing newsmen at the

arty's Kakrail office.

He further alleged that the
armed terrorists of the ruling
Awami League attacked the
residence of Advocate Habibur
Rahman Mondol, the Dhaka
city BNP ar{fanislng secretary,
early yesterday.

The gun-toting attackers
lired indiscriminately towards
the residence of Mondal caus-

ing injury to at least four peo-
ple. the BNP leader said,
adding that Nazmul Hagq,

Jewel, Helal and Ruhul were
admitted to hospitals with
bullet wounds. '

"Unleashing such attacks
without any provocation clearly
showed that Sheikh Hasina's
swepl talks are designed to
mislead the ple.” he said.

Haris Ci:?:nowdhur}r ques-
tioned: How is it possible to
establish the rule of law and
eliminate terrorism from the
country with the ruling party
continuing attack and repres-
sion on its political oppo-
nents?

"We always welcome the
new prime minisiers com-
mitment to eradicate terror-
ism.” he said.

Three BNP candidates, who
had contested the June 12
polls, separately raised various
allegations regarding rigging
and bias of the administration
in the election.

Takdir Hossain Mohammad
Jasim of Brahmanbaria-5, Nazir
Hossain of Sunamganj-1 and
Sultan Mahmud Babu of Ja-
malpur-2 showed to the
NEWSINEN SOMe papers as
"proof” of irregularities and

emanded cancellation of elec-
tions in their constituencies.

State honour -
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Power and Mineral Resources
Minister Nooruddin Khan
could not attend the pro-
gramme due to health reasons.

A milad mahfil was held at
noon at the premises of Banga-
bandhu’'s tal house. [t was
largely attended.

Before addressing a public
meeting at the GT High School

emises in the afternoon, the

me Minister met local peo-
ple. Some women of Tungipara
also offered her home-made
sweels.

Addressing the mammoth
meeting, Sheikh Hasina ex-
pres her gratitude to the
people for their mandate to
Awami League in the last elec-
tion.

"We will avenge the killing
of the Father of the Nation by
translating his dream for a
‘Sonar Bangla' into reality,
Hasina said in an emotion-
choked voice.

She sought peoples’ bless-
ing so that the greed for power
could in no way derail her
from "my mission to bring
about economic emancipation
of the people.”

"l have no fascination for
premiership, want to work
with you for building a pros-
perous nation”.

"My struggle will end when
the people of this country will
have two square meals a da
and they will get a secured life
to lead”, Hasina said.

Among others, Foreign Min-
ister Abdus Samad Azad, In-
dustries and Commerce Minis-
ter Tofael Ahmed, also ad-
dressed the meeting presided
over local Awami League
leader Ali Biswas.

The Prime Minister left
Tungipara at 4 pm for Dhaka.

DISPENSER
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SG's !'oining of cabinet

Raushan to raise issue

with party chief

Star Report

Begum Raushan Ershad.
during the meeti with her
husband and jailed Jatiya Party
chiefl shortly, will discuss the
issue of the party s joinmg the
new cabinet., she said yester

Talking to The Daily Star
Raushan. a presidium member
of the JP said she is likely 1o
meet! her husband late this
month or in the first week of
next month. "The issue of JP
member joining the cabinet
will be brought during my next
meeting with my husband and
the party chief.” she added.

Anwar Hossain Manju, sec
retary general and acting
leader ol the parliamentary
rarty of JP joined the cabinet
ed by Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina Sunday last,

It was reported in the press
that Manju had the blessings of
his party chief in joining the
cabinet. After fjoining the
Manju had said that he joined &
governmentl of national con
SETISUS’

Somie JP leaders had raised
the question whether the gov
ernment formed by the AL was
al all a government of national
consensus. [t did not have rep
resentation from other politi

4th anniversary
of Tin Bigha
acqord observed

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. June 26 The
4th anniversary of the handing
over of the Tin Bigha corridor
was observed in Dahagram and
Angorpota enclaves amidst
great enthusiasm and colourful
programmes today.

In the morning, the na-
tional flag was hoisted atop all
public and private buildings.

Colourful processions were
brought out.
¢ dav-long programmes
also included milad mahtfil,
discussion meetings. sports
and distribution of prizes.
Meanwhile. a group of Indi-
ans belonging to the Sudhir
smriti Sangha and the forward
block's Kamal Guha Bahini
tried to stage demonstrations
today against handing over of

the Tin Bigha corridor 1o

cal parties except the JP they

argued

This correspondent also
consulted some legal experts
about the concept of a gov-

ernment ol national consensus. |
According to one expert. this |
not covered |
under constitutional law It is |

is a new concept,

the political policy of a particu
lar Lﬁﬂy in power, he added
ie terminology is proba-
bly meant for seeking coopera
tionn of all the major
arties on the major
e said. "All the political par
ties may join in framing

government,k”
added.

Meanwhile., some JP leada

ers told this correspondent
that they had requested Mizs
nur Rahman Chowdhury act
ing chairman of the party to
convene a meeting of the pre

sidlium members to discuiss the
1551

Concern over
sharing of JS
women's seats

with JP, Jamaat |

By Staff Correspondent
Ain O Salish Kendra yester
day expressed its concern over

the possibility of sharing of the

30 reserved seats for women
i the Jatiya Sangsad b
ruling Awami League MIK Lhe
Jativa Party and the Jamaat
saying these two parties had
shown no respect for democ-
racy or the cause of women

In a statement. Hameeda
Hossain of Ain O Salish
Kendra, said. "If parliament
members select representa
tives from these two parties
(JP and Jamaat). they will only
be strengthening these parties
and not encouraging the par
ticipation of women who have
genuinely participated in the
struggle for welfare of women
and democracy

She pointed out that since
women s vote has been n
strumental in defeating the
Jamaat, 1t 1s important that the
ruling party should pay atten-
tion to women's viewpoints re-
garding the selection of 30 re-
served seats in Parliament
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Tk 58.5 cr DU deficit
budget approved

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University Sen-
ale yesterday approved a Tk
98 43 crore budget for the
university for fiscal 1996-97
with a deficit of Tk 10 35
crore.

Prof M Shamsul Haq. trea-
surer of the university, placed
the revised budget I{r 1995-
96 and the new budget for
1996-97 before the nate.
The was oka by the
DAJ ¢ cate recently.

The senate session. pre-
sided over Vice-Chancellor
Prof En‘:jaj hdln Ahmed, also
approved the revised et
for 1995-96. e

Of the total expenditure, Tk
49 76 crore (92 per cent) will
be collected from the Univer:
sity Grants Commission while
Tk 4 crore (7 44 per cent) will
come from the university's
owTl Income

Of the expenditure Tk
37 61 crore (64.36 per cent)
has been allocated for the

6 hurt as armed
groups clash
in old city
By DMCH Correspondent

At |east six people were
injured in a clash between two
armed gangs ol terrorists at
Haricharan Roy Road in the
city's Sutrapur area yesterday

During the clash. Helalud-
din. 50, was hit by bullet in his
head while his son. Sohel. 18,
a grocer Kawser, 20, and one
Ratan, 35, were injured,; police
and local people said | the
injured were admitlted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi
tal (DMCH).

The rivals known as Rafi
and Habib groups ., were
locked in an armed clash when
a supporter of one of the
L‘.fuqu urnt‘d fire at Haricha-
ran Road at around 6:30 am,
[lice said,

Gunshols and blasts of
crackers cieated panic in the
whole area The exact reasor
behind the clash could not be
known immediately However,
according to police, the two
groups were involved in
terrorism’' in the area for a
long time

Sutrapur police arrested
one Igbal, 25, in this connec-
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The TV grab shows the eight-story Saudi defence ministry building housing Americans and

other foreigners, including Bangladeshis, which was totally destroyed in a bomb attack late

Tuesday.

— AFP/UNB photo

23 Americans killed

From Page |

Tuesday night that the building
hit in the blast belonged to the
defence ministry and housed
foreigners.

(8] State Department
spokesman Glyn Davies said
that in addition to American
forces there were French,
British and some Saudis in the
areas, The troops were all from
the residual military force left
from the 1991 Gulf War.

Britain's defence ministry
said no British troops were in-
jured or killed in the explo-
sion. In Paris, the French gov-
ernment had no immediate in-
formation or comment.

A US serviceman based at
the complex said by telephone:
'‘the blast shook the whole
area. | had no doubt what it
was ... | was lucky | was in my
room and there was a partition
that separated me from the

"We are targets here. We
have to deal with it. It is in the
line of work."”

Clinton said a Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
team has been despatched to
Saudi Arabia to investigate the
blast.

‘The explosion appears to
be the work of terrorists and if
that is th[: case, like all

ricans, | am outraged it.
?ﬁ:’ cowards who commifted

. this murderous act must not

. gu untpmuuhud . Clinton told a-
astily-called White House
briefing.

‘Let me say again, we will
pursue this. America takes

care ot our =~ .,n. Those who
did it mus. not go unpun-
ished." b« _.aid.

via officials said a vehicle,
which they described as a fuel
tanker, had been driven to the
northeast corner of the com-

lex and had stopped beside a
ence near a dormitory housing
US and other troops.

Residents in Ehuhar said
Saudi security forces had
ringed the site of the blast.
They had also set up securit
checkpoints on the main roads
out of Khobar and were check-
ing motorists' identity cards.

One journalist who visited
hospitals treating the wounded
in Khobar said the casualties
included women and children
but he did not know their na-
tionalities.

One hospital said it re-
ceived 20 wounded, including
nine Americans. The rest were
Indians and Pakistanis. Most
ch: tgrleated t;jur hv:numiln from

ass and s nel.

“{ﬁmemu aaldafhe blast.
which shattered windows five
km away, destroyed half the
eight-storey dormitory build-
ing. "Half of it has collapsed,"”
one witness said.
A "The reaid:l:nta said the

ormi was in a emngl'ez of
400 buildings, surrounded
concrete blocks and barbe
wire. Fifty buildings were used
by the Saudi defence ministry
and the rest by Saudi families.

The blast blew out all the
front rooms of the building.

Torn mattresses, mangled
televisions and furniture and

~ said it thwarted an attemp

melted video players were
lodged among slabs of fallen
concrete,

Window frames were scat-
tered in the vicinity as rescue
workers, including Saudi men
in military fatigues., worked
under floodlights looking for
survivors.

The Saudi television sho-
wed bulldozers clearing away
rubbles aud the nearby buil-
dings where window frames
were blown out. Some cars in
the area were burnt out and
others were twisted by the
blast.

An explosion at a US-run
military training centre in the
Saudi capital Riyadh last
November killed five
Americans and two Indians,
shattering the myth that the
world’'s largest oil producer
and exporter was immune to
political violence that has
plagued the Middle East.

our Saudi nationals con-
fessed on state television in
April that they were behind
the blast and said they were
influenced by Islamic groups
outside the Kinﬁinm. They
were beheaded in May.

Saudi Arabia, which in April
t to
smuggle a booby-trapped car
into the kingdom, has not
pointed the finger at any -
cific group or country for the
Novermnber blast.

%S and other Western em-
bassies tightened securit
around their compounds an
other institutions after the
blast.

salaries and pensions of the
t:acnl}ca officials and employ-
Fes university.

In the budget. funds have
also been allocated for scholar-

ship for students [Tk. 80.52
lakh). research (Tk. 90.34
lakh), devel t of educa-

tion standard (Tk 65 lakh).
books for library. departments
and halls (1.12 crore), exami-
nation expenses (1.54 crore).

purchase of equipment and
chemical and practical training

(1.99 crore).

Besides, there are also
funds for medicine and
equipment purchase (36.16
lakh), bus service for students
(1.02 crore). buildi mainte-
nance expenses (|1 81 crore).

furniture (30 lakh). taxes (2.10
crore] and electricity (1.93
crore),

PATC engineer

commits suicide
By DMCH Correspondent

A young computer engineer, ,

who allegedly took peoison at

the Public Administration
Training Centre [(PATC) in
Savar esday night. died at

the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) yest :

erdous fell sick In his
house at the PATC staff .
ters at around 8:30 pm -
day. hospital sources said.

He was taken to the DMCH
Tuesday night where he died
at around 545 y:

The reason behind the al-
leged suiclde could not be
known Immediately.

However, Ferdous, who got
married only about five months
ago had r ly Sirained re
lations with his wife.

The body was sent to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy

2 contenders for
post of AG

By Staff Correspondent

Names of Barrister Rafiqul
Huq and Barrister Shafique
Ahmed are being considered
for appointment in the
Attorney General, ace ng to
sources concerned.

Some sources hinted to
this correspondent that one of
the contenders has proposed
to the government that the
rank : status of the Attorney
General should be elevated to
that of a minister as in some
other countries.

Barrister Rafiqul Huq who
wds Attorney General for some
time during Ershad's rule,
when contacted last night
however denied having any
knowledge about appointment
of the Attorney General. Barris-
ter Shafique was not available
for comment.

BNP legal aid

From Page |

tees at the local level. includ-
ing districts and cities, in the
concerned constituencies.

It has also been empowered
to contact different legal aid
cominittees at the national and
international level. )

The committee will have
the right to co-opt members,
said a party press release.

All concerned have been
requested
with the committee at the BNP
central office (Telephones:
834888/415955, Fax B38687
and B34886).

BNPPP

From Page 1
Former Deputy Leader of the
House Prof. Badruddoza

Choudhury might be made the
Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the sources added.

Begum Zia, who won five
seats, did not take oath on
Monday last when all other
MPs-elect of her party took
oath. She could not decide till
that time which seat she would
retain.

It could not be known till
last night which constituency
she is going to represent.
However, one source said, she
would retain either the Feni-1
or the Chittagong-1 seat. She
also won the Laxmipur-2 and
Bogra-6 and Bogra-7 seats in
the June 12 election.

Mannan Bhuiyan

From Page 1
his gratitude to party chairper-
son %egum Khaleda Zia for as-

signing him to the new post.

Expressing his thanks to
the leaders and workers of the
BNFP, Mannan Bhuiyan said he
would make allout endeavours
to make the party more
Etl‘ﬂ!‘:ﬁ:r. a press release said
last night.

Mannan Bhulyan after
appointed as the Secretary
General of the party, called on
Barrister Abdus Salam Taluk-
dar at later's residence. He
also went to BNP office at
Kakrail where leaders and
workers of the BNP greeted
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Saudi blast: Al-Huzaifi group

claims

DUBAI. June 26: An unknown

group today claimed respon-

sibility for an attack on a Saudi Arabian military complex
which killed 19 Americans and wounded 400 :

Al-Arab
a man cl

hhﬂmnﬂﬁhﬂrmﬂrtdam
to be a member of the legion of the martyr
Reuter.

Taliban rockets kill 60 in Kabul

Hekmatyar sworn in

as new Afghan PM

ISLAMABAD . June 26° Gul-
buddin Hekmatyar was sworn
in as Alghanistan’'s new prime
minister today after return
to Kabul amid a bom-
bardment of the city by the
iggln:mnn Taliban militia.

an sources said.

The Pakistan-based Afghan
Islamic Press said President
Burhanuddin Rabbani had ad-
ministered the oath of office to
his former [oe MHekmatvar
leader of the H::hd-hllm!
faction

No details of the ceremony
were immediately availabie.
Hekmatyar drove into Kabul
r.d'lﬂierdll the head of a caval-
[ ers in 100 ve-
o o A
ernment officials and troops
lining the road.

Gunners of the Islamic
Taliban militia showed their
disapproval by unleashing

fierce rocket and artillery bar
rages into the capital. killin
more than 60 ople an
wounding nearly lp!fﬂ sources
in Kabul said.

Streets were deserted and
shops stayed closed for most of
the day as residents took over
from the attack., one of the
heaviest inflicted on Kabul in

Blue Panel
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The VC, however. tried to

bring the Blue Panel senators

back in the meeting,

Earlier, the VC in his presi-
dential address said changes
have already brought to the
curriculum of the university to
keep pace with the developed
countries.

He said more ch will
be brought to the syllabuses
and curriculum. But that must
be in accordance with the tra-
dition of the country.” he said.

He hoped that the DU
would be able overcome the
ealsting session jam by the
1996-97 session,

In the press briefing,
Senate member advocate Syed
Ahmed said "We tried to run
the university acco to the
University Ordinance '73. But
the VC by his wid cor-
ruption is heading univer-
sity towards ruins.”

He added: "In the last two .

meetings of the Senate we

tried to form an inquiry com-
mittee for investigation into
the allegations against the VC
but the VC rejected our pro-
posal in this i
The penal members de-
manded the formation of a
be committee for a judicial
quiry into the i arities
of the VC.

recennt months.

Meanwhile, Pakistani Pri-
me Minister Benazir Bhutto
has c lated Hezb-i-Is-
| asni Gulbuddin Hekmat -
yar ahead of his in as
Alghan Prime Minister in

today. a Hezb spokesman
here said.

Bhutto in her me
hoped that Hekmatyar wou
play a positive role in
peace and stability to war rav-

A et S AT —
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had been sent to | by

President Burhanuddin Rab-

bani's administration which

would [y rrrreunuuvn of

ruil

Pakistan's ng and opposi-
tion parties to K&I.ll_

kmatyar a peace
deal with his former foe Rab-

bani on May 24 which gave
him the post of Prime Minis-

“"No report yet

From Page |

Councilor was sent to El-kho-
bar yesterday to get details
about the condition of the

Bangladeshis living there. He is

expecied to return to adh

ﬂcnq reports, quoting a
Sa vernment statement,
said that there were 118
Bangladeshis the 389
imjured in the bomb blast,
which killed 23 Americans at a
nﬂlita%mpiﬂ at El-Khobar,
some km from Riyadh.

"At this moment, | haven't
received any information indi-
cating that any Bangladesh na-
tionals has been killed," Am-
bassador Nasiruddin said. |

'l want to assure the rela-
tives of Bangladeshis living in
Saudi Arabia that we will do
everything possible to help the
victims, if any.”

Meanwhile, there was no
official statement here regard-
ing the condition of the
Bangladeshis in Saudi Arabia,
from the authorities con-
cerned till writing of this re-

port last night.

Fire service

. From Page 1

the workers and employees in
this regard. A numhcrp of facto-
ries had bought fire extin-
guishers and also trained the
workforce while many others
are located in buil ha
safety measures, he claimed.
Fire s;r;ic: sources, how-
ever. sai espite regular re-
minders to all g]unnu'ned about
safety measures in factories

hard
taaﬁrmyb;ni positive steps were

fo communicate
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him with s. He also ad-
dressed a few hundred party
workers and supporters
assembled there,

Mannan Bhulyan will visit
the mazar of BNP's founder

former president Ziaur Rah-
man at 1] am today, the press
release said.
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