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Where Teachers are Learners

by Siddiga Taufiq Khan

00D teachers are born.
Gl'meh But they can be
made too. Colleges of

education all over the world
are proof of this fact.
‘Teacher education' has the

potential for improving the
way teachers learn the of
their ession. It has the

ability to provide them the
technique to prepare a mean-
ingful learning environment
for children. This is to
demonstrate in a field setting,
not merely through memoris-

lextbooks. journals, and all
kinds of printed material. con-
cerning his or her profession,
to improve his or her ideas
and points of view. Discussin
matters amunig colleagues an
supervisorg also helps. There
should be a platform for mix-
ing teachers of different insti-
tutions (Teacher's clubs and
Parents'-Teachers' associa-
tions) are wonderful places.

A good teacher must have a

several reasons. To fill up the
vacuum, a group of child edu-
cators have formed a group
and designed a training course
for pre-school teachers. To
test the content of the course
a short course has recently
been started. This course gives
emphasis on enjoyment in
learning. The programme fol-
lows child-oriented and activ-
ity-based trend. Topics like
child development, health and

needs help of audio-visual help
to make it interesting, effec-
tive and meaningful. The
Worldview Institute of
Childhood Education (WICE)
under whose umbrella the
trainings are going to be im-
arted, is contemplating to
unction as resource centre for
supply of all types of educa-
tional aids and teachers manu-

als etc., for teacher's help.

School authorities. if inter-
ested, can be in contact with
the above organisation. This

ing the skills of learning pro-

ers is that 'Learn

dominant role.
will be

ore

teachers' aids.

many countries are cha
in field setting.
‘Student teaching' is no more
kept for the final semester.
Because it may be then to late
‘'student
teacher’ does not like teaching
or being with the children -at

has always been
considered as noble profes-
sion. Prmnt.ly it is counted as

helping profes-

sions’ Sm;:gakmdmdtua
s’ ng. It helps him

over to

to discover that

all.
Teaching

one of the

child i

or her better self-image.
Teachers help nts to hrrln%
up their children as usefu
persons and the nation to have
citizens.
Thorough training for
teachers and especially for

school teachers is a must.
good teacher is to seek every
to have new expe-
and

opportunity
riences,

As the society prepares to
. enter the twenty-first century,
the consensus of the forecast-
will play a
& money
spent on educating and
more ‘people’ will be involved
in the delivery system. As
early-childhood educators., we
should be prepared to take our

pro‘?er place.
oday, the teachers are
trained to work with both par-

ents and children. to develop
curriculum material and utilise
other personnel éngaged as
Colleges in

nging

select course
(to be made available
by concerned agencies),

his/her weak areas.
She/he should read books,

is wi

them.
Learning

cannotl

ses are
neously.
for primary

for pre-school

to

%I_:ﬂnm hy of her/his own.

guide her/him to de-
termine when she/he helps
children to do things for
themselves or does things for

is a lifelong pro-
cess. We, as teachers, stimu-
late students to become think-
ing individuals. We, ourselves,
stop being learners.
There can never be an end to
improve our efforts to improve
our abilities to teach. We must
keep abreast of current innova-
tions in teaching.
trainings and refresher cour-
good opportunities
should be availed sponta-

In-service

In a country where training
and secondary
schools is inadequate, training
teachers is
unimaginable. Still some small
efforts were made by indiwidu-
als but were discontinued for

hygiene an

fro

country.

it is u

o
-

Tr-i-nh-chnltm

Yi methodology are
not left out. -

The spontaneous response
in-service and pre-ser-
vice teachers and mothers is
an indicator to the demand for
such professional training.

The supply of such trained
personnel will definitely im-
prove the quality of ear
childhood education

This attempt will need en-
couragement and participation
from those working
field of childhood education.
Mothers — [irst teachers of
children — will also get bene-
fited. Short training of this
nature can never cater for de-
tails. They show the path. Now
to the learner (the

teacher), an adult. to add to
her /his knowledge and look
for sources for reinforeements.

Good

teaching/learning

contact will help

the Institute

) in selecting teaching aids ac-

lv-
in tl¥t

cordin
need of such education
primary) institutions.

and
(pre-

to their priorit

Unless demand for good
schools with better manage-
ment, appropriate curriculum
and good teachers becomes a
movement, a
change cannot be expected in

remarkable

near future (Time is running

in the

fast!). Working mothers, less -
educated parents and under-
privileged class need good
schools with proper learning
environment.

Let us all wake up and do
something constructive to be
part of a campaign which will

improve the society and bri
back lost J iy

good schooling
well adjusted responsible fu-
ture citizens to the mother-
land we all love.

good values. Only
Can promise

........

A Deadly Addiction with a
Deadlier Consequence

N 1990, of the total
patients treated at
the Central Drug Addi-
ction Treatment Centre.
number of drug-addicts who

1108

shot TD Zeshic injection was

gero. The figure remained well as others to a
nought-—until 1992. In the -transmission
following ., the figure rose Intravenous drug
to 18 in 1994 it became integral part of
110 — nearly 10 per cent of

the tofal 1059 patients of the risks not onl
centre that year. but also for t

TD Zeshic injec

cannabis,

cal

the

tion is the

new addition to thé drugs list

proba
drug-a

ners and children.

eased the troubles of they
icts but at the same
time it has pushed them as
greater risk:;

users are an
the HIV
transmission chain. They pose
for each other
r sexual part-

On_the occasion of UN day

which is already heavy with aﬁ:je':-:tedmmt drugs that was
names like heroin, phensedyl. o
hidrine, alcohol
etc. Until late 1992, this in-
was not available to lo-
-addicts. The selzure
of narcotic substance also pro-
vides a similar picture. The

on June 26, s
attention should be
primary prevention of IV drug
use in the context of HIV pre-
vention. This would require an
understanding of the complex
behaviours and life-styles of

by Shamsad Mortuza

The opiate TD Zeshic has

AIDS.

the loca

ial
aid to

are the vendors and where dao
sell drugs. They are famil-
tar with the names like ‘jamai’.
‘hossain’ who roam about in
Savedabad. Dholai Khal and
Chankharpul areas, ThtﬂrLzurf
amount is far from satisia _
and it reflects only a portion of
the drug-lot that
drug market.

"When the TD Zeshic first
appeared in the local market
it was said that it would reduce
drug dependency. H
the other way round.” said one
recovering addict who wanted
to remain inco

"One thought that crossed
all addas (drug-taking session)
is the necessity to leave drugs
[In sober state such thought

his/her own. They are led to

drugs by
negative influences. To over-
coime the fear associated with
needle penetration. a novice
on the order of addiction takes
help of hts
thereby

clory

permeat into

proved

their peers with

friends” and

form a group. Sharing
needles become one of the
means fo show that they be-
long to the same group They
ignore the possibility of HIV
Hepatitis B
soft-tissue infection. They also
indulge themselves in unusual
sexual practice, partly to sub

due their momentarily height-
ened sexual urge entailed by

malaria or other

ito (lrug-use. This temperary sex:
urge is often mistaken as
increase of sexual power by
the addicts

Department of Narcotics [IVDUS. seldom appears). So, when TD In a country where drug
Control seized 756 a les Mainly, two types of be- Zeshic, efter known as users are stigmatised. - the
of TD Zeshic in 1993. The haviour of dr -umig’sopuln- Madrazee lquid heroin. was chances of rehabilitating an
number of ampoules became tion are linked with AIDS: 1) prescribed as a cure fpr addi addict are slim. But one cannot
4308 in 1994, 3806 In 1995 sgharing contaminated needles  tion, many addicts jum for  sit idle to see the IVDU. head-
and 675 up to April, 1996, and other injection equip it." the youngman, working as ing towards a greater risk of
If nu s are any ihdica- ments. 2) unnatural sexual a drug councellor at a treat getting AIDS 1w safe-sex
tion, one thi is obvious. habits that are known to ment centre. informed. “The campaign should also include
there is a rise of intravenous transmit HIV. m\]rrum: soon proved highly safer-injection’ programmes.
dru users (IVbU). Both drugs and sex are addictive.” he added. The developed countries are
. drug users tend treated as taboos in our socio- These IVDUs find buying  distributing needles amon

to dveid injectable druil cultural context. Bul the pre injection syringes as sheer addicts against the receipt rﬁ
m:cm:' the sent crises demand a thorough  wastage of money. This trend  used needles and also chalking

with
Even those who take heroin

investigation ol the nature ol
IVDU and its impact on sexual

was supported
whao conducted a study, and

Yy a doclor.

ol programines o teach nee
dle sterflisation. These

are

efer 'drlgan chasing- behaviour. But the primary found that syringes were being highly debatable programmes

smoke) to in-  (nucern should be preventin supplied to these addicts by which need o be assessed and

whaole lot of e abase Drogs are abaise corrupt government-hospital reviewed before implementa-

herein dust mauily because they are lound  employees. - tion. But something concrete

{i.e. brown sugar) into an In- i abundance The e seldom an addict starts (ak should be done before it is to
; kiiow, the police know w g drugs or IV drugs on late -
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hundred years ago in

Coupvray. A little Fren-

\ ch village about twenty-
five miles from Paris. Louis
Braille died - a complete
human bcin% though blind.
and great ecause he had
greatly used his loss of sight
to liberate his afflicted fellow
creatures. He had both lived
and died in the glorious light
of a victorious spirit and a

brilliant, inventive intellect.
Braille was, believe,
among the forerunners of

unimagined changes in society
and the views which cement it.
For he wrought his will
through an invention so to
mold the world of the blind
that today their spirit and
mind are different . Their
outlook upon life is different
because a blind man dared
to assert his manhood and to
establish for them a practical
S]?:sttm of writing and reading
that they could use for educa-
tional purposes.

Louis was born in 1809
while the turmoil of revolution
was sweeping over France. He
was in the thick of events
when Napoleon imposed le-
vies of bread, cows ., mares
and hay upon the countryside
for the Grand Army after its
terrible deféat tn Russia. and
the people were assessed for
money, Simon Rene, Louis' fa-
ther. paid a tax of 340 francs.
Later. the Russian grenadiers

tion. and it was
guished throughout

Helen Keller, the most famous blind person of the world was born on 27 June
1880 in Alabama, USA. On the occasion of her 116th anniversary of birth,
today, we take the opportunity of reprinting one of her own write-ups, slightly
edited, published in The New York Times Magazine on 6 January 1952.

by Helen Keller

thirteenth year when his fa-
ther took him to the institu-
never extin-
his life.
Despite his horror of violence,

he believed in the republic and

its new implications. and after.
he was appointed as a profes-

sor at the institution, he ac-

tively applied the freedom

proclaimed in the Rights of
Man to his blind fellows who

had not known before how to
use the initiative and self-de-

termination that are essential
to individual developmernt. His
invention of a dot system as a
tool for their education was a
means by which their intel-

lectual release was effected,

[ have read all the facts
about Louis’ outlook on the
world | could secure, and |
find no statement of his
"Philosophy of life.” However,
when he was a professor at
the Institution, he taught his
pupils Braille as a means to
their own intellectual devel-
opment, nurtured their love
and pursuit of knowledge and
trained them to be skilllul and
efficient, either as workers or
as musicians, He was a modemn
educator in the best sense -
he recognized the right and
the need of the lind to
evolve personalifies as natural
and resourceful as those of the
seeing. He seems never to
have thought of himsell as a
creature set apart from seeing

modified and perfected his
system for the writing of music
. and by that step he placed
the musical blind on a footing
of equality with the seeing.
Under the benign directorship
of M. Pignier, he taught the
students in Braille the subjects
of grammar, geography, his-
tory, mathematics and music.
His splendid powers of teach-
ing delighted M. Pignier and
inspired confidence. Finally,
he brought out a written ex-
planation of his ingenious -
cedure of point writing . g{x?::
first edition was embossed in
1829 and displayed . at the
Exposition of Industrial
Products in 1834. There was a
second Braille edition of Louis
pamphlet in 1837.

€ was now sure of his tri-
umph. but he remained hum-
ble and absorbed in his work.
To escape interruptions he de-
voted himseHM to his experi-
ments during the early morn-
ing hours and sometimes far
ir:tn thet_ rlilight. The mental
picture ol him carrying paper,
slate, stiletto and Ig:hg'rptni:}h
of labor to his bedroom and
falling asleep in their midst
moves me inexXpressibly. He
was literally waring himself
out. He was a prey to pul-
monary tuberculosis. and at
times he had a presentiment
of his early death. He never
murmured, however. When a
hemorrhage overtook him he
went home with the warm-
hearted wishes of the institu-
tion for a holiday of weeks or

Light-Bearer to the
World of Darkness

assistant director at the insti-
tution. who at first sided with
Dufau in the dot-alphabet con-
troversy. But he was observant
and soon realized the immense
advantages of Louis' procedure
of writing and reading. He
published a fifteen-page pam-

hlet entitled: "Account of the

ystem of Raised Dots for Use
by the Blind," and in 1844 he
read it aloud at the opening of
the new buildings of the insti-
tution which had been moved
from Victor Street to com-
modious quarters on the
Boulevard des Invalides, where
it still stands. In the phliet,
Gaudet ' described the tactile
systems of Barbier dnd Braille
and paid tribute to Louis’ tal-
ent. A Jemonstration was given
of the facility and pleasure
with which the embossed-dot
type could be read by little
blind children. and its success
was so pronounced. so undeni-
able. that Dufau accepted it as
the official mode of instruc-
tion.

Secure at last in the
knowledge that his supreme
service to the blind was ac-
complished, Louis resumed his
lask of impmvln%) his Bralille
musical notation, but his failing
body prevented him from per-
fecting it, and he reluctantly
let others steer to port the
ship he had so faithfully
commanded. Nevertheless, his
soul was at peace. As he lay in
the infirmary a month before
his death, he said to a friend.
"Oh, unsearchable mystery of

One hundred years ago Louis Braille died, but
his alphabet remains precious to the blind.

came through Coupvray. and
Simon Rene was forced to
give up his cow. Afterward,
there was an invasion of
Prussian soldiers. and he was
compelled to provide billeting
for them for seventy-four days.
Louis could not help sensing
the hardships of tl!?e people
around him or hearing their
often excited political discus-
SI0NS.

At the age of three Louis
accidentally pierced his eye
with a sharp instrument in
the shop of his [ather, who was
a harnessmaker. and as a re-
sult he never beheld the light
of day agdin. There is very little
knownm regarding the effects of
his blindness upon Louis as a
small child. But. judging from
the brilliancy of his mind dis-
played later at school. [ pic-
ture him as an exceptionally
bright little boy. full of curios-
ity concerning everything he
could touch. Beside . he was
blessed with affectionate par-:
ents. and | am sure that he re-
sponded to their love as a
plant to sunshine.

it is a lact that he at-
tended the village school wilh
seeing children, where he
was recognized as a pupil of
unusual promise, and it is easy
to surmise how he sensed an

atmosphere charged with so-
cial ferment and unpredictable
events. No doubt he caught

something of the white-hot
energy that was  stirring in
the souls and minds ol the
French people. Posasibly. il was
owing (o this circumstance
that arrangements were made
for his enrollment as a pupil
al the Institution des Jeunes
hvrrulurn de Paris.

_ertainly, the driving lorce

ofl a new ance - and . as it
proved, ol world change - was
aroused in Louils before his

humanitg. '
The blind were then only
just emerging from the

degradation which had pur-
sued them down the ages.
Although the pupils at the
Institution des Jeunes
Aveugles de Paris received af-
fectionate care and the best
possible instruction, yet as a
whole the blind were still
avoided and regarded as vic-
tims of divine wrath.

Charles Barbier, an arm
official who had been muc
occupied with various modes
of communication and of cor-
respondence, invented a
method in which words were
represented by signs com-
Foscd ol dots arranged in dif-
erent positions, punched on
paper with a simple con-
rivance.

The base of the Barbier
Hﬁﬁtrﬂ‘l was twelve dots and he
thought that from it all sorts of
combinations might be -made
for all purposes. But it pre-
sented grave drawbacks. It oc-
cupied much space and was
too cumbersome for the serve
centres of the finger to seize.
Besides. Barbier did not follow
the rules of orthography, his
code was phonetic. and
therein lay an obstacle for the
pupils and a threat to their
chance of attaining high
scholarship.

It was Louis Braille who,
with the neat French faculty
of adaptation, reduced the base
of twelve dots to six and
demonstrated that six dots
were sufficient for the alphabet
and marks of pungtuation,
mathematics and music, Thus,
his rapidly flowering genius
from that amazing d of in-
genuity wrought the greatest
achievement for the blind. -

Alter his appointment as
professor at the institution , he

« Hraille's happi

months or even years.

On his return to the insti-
tution. he took up his work
again with brave cheer, braced
his pupils “In the dark hours
and crooked passdges” and
maintained a gentle, yet firm
discipline among the children.

It seemed impossible that
in the peace an
shelter of the Institution de
Jeunes Aveugles anything
could occur to destroy Louis
ness. Yet, a sor-
row befell him more cruel than
blindness had ever been,

His devoted friend , M.
Pignier. was dismissed from
the institution in 1840 and
the new director. M Dufau. was
hostile to Louis Braille's sys-
temm. He honestly believed that
the use of an alphabet engi-
neered by the blind would seg-
regate them more fnmplettﬁ
than they already were. an
he knew that seeing teachers
feared the loss of their posi-
tions if it was rendered possi-
ble for those without sight to
teach the Pupils by means of
the Braille procedure After
Louis came back from one of
his enforced vacaticns in
1843, he found that Dufau had
changed the dimensions of the
Valentin Hally embossed let-
ters and burned all the institu-
tion's old books. Unwittingly,
he had prepared his own wa-
terloo, it lor the time being it

looked as if Louis had been
defeated. Considering he
mental travail he had

undergone. it is a wonder that
he did not succumb. But he
was not a fighter by tem-
perament, and, Christlike, he
suffered in silence. Serenely,
he continued his classes and
waited for the day of his
vindication. "
There was an intelligent
man, John Gaudet, acting as

benevolent

the human heart! 1 am con-
vinced that my mission on
earth is finished.” Thus passed
[rom earth one of the bravest,
purest revelations of genuine

angelhood.
Another legacy is the beams

which have been spreading
ever since Louis Braille's death
for the searchlight he kindled .
One of those rays fell upon me
when 1 was a little girl, only
just escaped from the dungeon
of deaf-blindness. By one of the
small ironies of life it was not
the system Louis Braille had
originally conceived but a
mixed version called American
Brailie.

Later. on receiving some
books [rom England, | was de-
lighted with the well-arranged
dots of the alphabet and other
excellent qualities that made it
a pleasure for me to read
European Braille. Years later, |
studied at Radcliffe college
with the aid of European
Braille books. not only in
English, but also French,
German and Greek. The world
around me shone afresh with
treasures of poetry and
thuu%ht on philosophy, history
and literature in other lands.

As for blind children. they
simply cannot be properly
taught witho 2t Braille. The
process of imparting inforina-
tion to them would otherwise
be slow. clumsy and heiter-
skeller. Louis Braille's mi¢thod
yave the educatidon ol the
voung blind a stability and an
cease undreaned ol belore.

Owd of my personal experi~
viice | give deepest thanks
for Louis Braille, who di‘?’].qmd
upon the Sahara of blindness °
his gift of inexhaustible fertil-

ity and joy. (Abridged)
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Mohd Rah Soeciat 2.30 Naesw
Hussam Special 330 Armwiabh
Bachchan Specat 430 Dance
Dance 5.30 Jeevan ke Rang 6:30
Mohd Rafi Specs 7:30 Nasx

0 Star Entertainment Guide

Hurs sam

Special 8.30  Arwtabh

Special 200 Party Time 3:00
Wonder Wings Amar Prem 3:30
Taragpmum 4:00 Ortem Hit Thi Hn
Hai 4:30 Song Yatra 5:00 Young
Buzz 5:30 Tarane 6:30 Dev Anand

b

THERE ARE YOUR

NATIONAL

EMERGENCIES...

Special 7-30 Fantasy o Hiw A3

12:00 Sli ‘

8:30 Tarana 9:00 Hit Ha Fit Ha

Jim Davis

10:00 Daadi Ma (Cast. Ashok

| - 930 Osnce B 8:00 People’s Cih 8:30 _ .
ELTV m 10:30 The Music Show Liberty Pubkc Demand 9:30 Kumar, Bma Rm| 12:15 Special
1100 Neamasaa- 11:30 Mlﬂ Gambler 10:00 Socety Navras - 12:45 'I"'II m F arookh
00 30am Jevan Ke Rang 130  12:00 Jugal Jodi 100 R D Burmen . 10:30 Newshine 1100 Ghuegroo  Sakh. Viayta P) 3:30 lkke Pe

Ikka 4:00 Swati (Cast. Meenaksh,
Shashv  Kapoor) 6:45 Lafange
9:30 Songs 10:00 Love In Tokyo
12:15 Bex Difhce 12:45 Dorvas
Nanu Preyas: (Kannadal

WELL, 1 WAS
A\ FLOSSING, ANPD...




