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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has declared
that none of her ministers will chair the parlia-
mentary committees. This certainly is one of the
prerequisites for effective functioning of these
bodies. The step — when implemented — is going
to fulfil a long-felt demand of the people.

That the ministers will not head the JS com
mittees does not by itsell guarantee the full inde
pendence of the committees. There can still be |
scope for controlling and manipulating the pro-
ceedings of these parliamentary bodies. We sug- |
gest that committee chairmen be elected in pro- |
‘portion to the seats of different political parties
in the JS. On top of that, some important com-
mittees should be left for the opposition to chair
as per parliamentary conventions. In Bangladesh's
context four committees are considered highly
important : 1) public undertakings committee; 2)
public accounts committee; 3) parliamentary
-committee of petitions; and 4) parliamentary
committee of estimates. .

Now, the Awami League government has a
chance to set an excellent example by offering
the chairmanship of, at least, the first two com-
mittees to the opposition. The prime minister is
on record that she ighored the difference of
opinions in her own party about appointing only
MPs as heads of the parliamentary committees.
The uprightness shown by her, let us hope, will
take the move to its logical culmination. That
way, the parliamentary system will be strength-
ened with accountability and transparency built
into it. The committee, however, will be of little
avail unless these sit most regularly. We would
also like to see the workings of the committees
be kept open to the press and committee reports
made available to them as a routine and as quickly
as possible

A Welcome Reaction

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party — BNP — has
'said it would extend all-out support to the Awami
League government in its efforts for strengthen-
ing the constitutional process and ensuring the
welfare of the common people. This is a very wel-
come reaction of the BNP, and we commend its
leaders for it. This appears to be a continuation of
the spirit that made saying good wishes with
flowers possible, rather than the confrontationist
harping on rigging that was making a fitting

transfer of power difficult.

The innuendo on point of omission of Ziaur
Rahman's name in Sheikh Hasina's gallery of
leaders contributing to our national struggle

lises. some interesting issues. Now BNP under-
stands what it is like.to have one's own heros be-
ing wiped out of histery books, or from public
memory. This it did for most of BNP's terms,
save for one or two occasions when Sheikh
| Mujib's name was mentioned. Tajuddin Ahmed,
the Prime Minister during our Liberation War, or
Acting Presiding Syed Nazrul Islam, and many

others never got mentioned even once. We say all
this not to justify Sheikh Hasina's omission, but to

remind BNP as to what havoc it played with his-
tory when it was in power.

However, we strongly feel that if our new
Prime Minister is to achieve her desire of a
national reconciliation than she must give
liberation war hero, and former President Ziaur
Rahman his rightful place in our history.

Now politics has changed on to a lower key and
language of confrontation is already out of fashion.
Decency and abidance by norms and decorum are
‘slowly taking over the political milieu. AL and
'BNP must not only respond to it, it is our fervent
hope, that they will contribute to it in measures
commensurate with there position in JS and in
-the minds of the people.

An Ordeal, a Relief

On Monday tens of millions of eyes were glued
to the BTV miniscreen. The fare was interesting
and hcartwarming to most. But when the national
news crossed its 15th minute of focus on Sheikh
Hasina's activities on the day, the viewers started
fidgeting. Not Lecause they were not hking the
- visage or the comportment of the new [I'rime
Minister or the happenings she was in. The point
of unease was that the time — 15 minutes — was
almost getting past the infamous time-slot de-
voted fo projecting the erstwhile Prime Minister
or the/General before her. When Hasina contin-
ued to be in the centre-screen past 20 minutes —
the heads of the most ardent of AL lovers
dropped.

On Tuesday it came down drastically to 8, yes,
eight minutes. So very sensible. Even so there
wasn't any need to squander time on projecting
this head or that chief of various government
agencies meeting the PM — in course of the con-
duct of the government. BTV must cut on this,
heartlessly. . B

This improvement was marred by a big chunk
given to the ministers meeting officers and func-
tionaries. Perhaps BTV did this to introduce the
new mimisters to its viewers. Good. But it would
be better showing them while making true news.
One thing must be very clear from the outset, the
ministers must not be allowed to enter into a
competition of jealousy over TV time. The televi-
Sion is there never to project a minister or even
the Prime Minister. It is there to cover news and
reach it to people.

|  The demand slmﬁly_:la TV must show every-
thing that a responsible first class daily newspa-
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Let there be the Beginning
of an Era

HEN the anxious citi-

pens af the country

wail 1o see whether
peace will prevail after a
succesaful election on 12t
June.' many of the major
players from one of
contending ties rather
seemed positioning them-
selves for a post -election
scrambie. All that comes out of
the confusing scenario is that
the country may remain
volatile in the days to come.
However despite all the odds

over the of time are
still ly charismatic and
they are overly optimistic
about the boat of demo-
cratic Lo :
Over the past 14 years, in

different parts of the world,
democracy has sur from
the turmoil like a bird on the

. The new government of
AL enters office in an embit-
tered country to combat its
staggering social and eco-
n ills. Against all the
odds, the agenda for the new
government is clear: holding
together a country torn by
partisan conflicts and clashes,
cu terrorism and rampant
lawlessness. arresting eco-
nomic slump down. The man
date has been gnassive with 73
per cent of the electorate
showing up, and Awami League
having captured 146 seats In
the Parliament. a clear major
ity to lead the nation.

Many political analysts be-
lieve it ll'pl'ﬁﬂhll:l t&t ntjwaml
League party chief's blandness
that haf earned her the job.
Precisely true. during her
whole campaign she was ex-
tremely suave. In a word, she
demonstrated an aura that did
not offend anyone and rather
put up , this feeling that she
could represent every one —
no small achievement in a
country racked by infighting

“Against all the odds, the agenda for the new
together a country torn by partisan

Agenda for the New
Government

by Md Asadullah Khan

social order is enormous.
People in the country have al
ways been restive under the
chaotic system of the past
regimes . Remembering the
fact that chaos rides in on ris-
ing expectations. the new
government has to shape its
and ac-jons to meet
rising and vnfulfiled ex-
pectations, especially of the
vast number of unemployed
youths.

Indeed, the mew Awami
l..l:ig\x mment headed
by Sheikh Hasira need not
look beyond the jmmediate
past regime for lessons about
the predicament into which a
democratic t. just
for lack of sensibility and real-

istic appraisal of people's
sentiment, can ""‘{ﬁ slide.
People are fed up with polits-

clan's venality, economic de-
terioration and soclal ten-
stons, turmoil in the street
workplaces and insecurity
even within the safe boundary
of their houses. mostly
spawned by party conflicts
and self centered activities of
disgruntied politicians .

The chall facing the
new . administration is how 1o
stem the eroding public con-
fidence in the government
The first prerequisite is pro-
bity on the part of the leaders
matched by tough and consis-
tent enforcement of laws
without malice or favour to
anyone Reduction of corrup-
tion in public life would re-
store confidence of the people
and inspire them to work for
the growth  of the country,
The task for the new prime
minister and her cabinet
would a ar to be moslt
challengihg in as, much as they
inherit a dismaying legacy of
moral malaise, economic
stagnalion, population pres-

entails lh.I::rjr drain of 'Lu-r
eign exc to the tune of at
least 600 milllon taka each
year. Moreover, nearly 40 per

lol’thtmg?' popula-
explosive mm.

This
can be an

country running short of
em t opportunities .
No eflfort to curb terrorism,
hijacking. muscle-manry and
extortion-spree on the street
and market places can be ef
fective without providing
them with job or business and

abnurbh} them in the main-
siream of nation buillding ac-
tivities.

In the global map,

having ranked it-
sell as the 4th most poer
country, keep the reasons to
be worried about the eco-
nomic future of the country
alive. The situation, no doubt,

calls for a soul-searching anal-
ysis and cha in policies.
And the most starting

Flm for change is economy 1
nflation at the present mo-

mernt hovers over a double
digit figure and the economy
is floundering with 60 per
cent of the peaple earning
less than 830 a month

have it that foreign exchan
reserve is going down. It s
believed that World Bank and
IMF may not be willing to lend

money unless the t
demonstrates a -HWMHWG
liiberalise its ec . mean-
Wig releasing Power. Tele-
phone, Jute and Textile
sectors from state control
With these sectors steadily in-
cu { loss over Lhe 8, the
country will be in danger of
defaulting on its external de.
but. Sadly true, various parties
which had ruled the count

for all but three of the 2
years since the liberation In
1971 presided over this de-

cline

N a prosperous goal

government is clear: holding
conflicts and clashes, curbing

terrorism and rampant lawlessness, arresting economic slump down. . .

and political bickering. Now
the attention of the new
Prime Minister should be
aimed at soothing inter-party
tensions and repairing the
economy that suffered most
during the political turmoil.
Her commitment to make
multi-party democracy work,
her eflort to make the econ-
omy produce what people
need to consume and to put
an end to the practice of sys-
tematic official lying, that pre-
vailed over the past years.
might transform the country
and would make possible
fransformation of international
relations bear the envisaged
fruits. Needless to mention,
fundamental changes are
needed to reséue the economy
fromi work stoppages.'inila-
tion. debt. shorjages. corrup-
tion and the burden of colossal
unemployment problem ol
about 20 million educated
youths., True. BNP rule pro-
duced in the first two years a
flicker of pmsEeriw and glit-
ter., but the economy,
nonetheless, experienced a
decline because the stagnation
was too widespread and d
rooted to be cured by tinker-
ing. In a word, the fatal hem-
orrhaging of the country had
un when the leaders of the
ruling party seemingly gave a
Hn'n'nty to self-service and ful-
Ilment of personal ambitions
at the cost of the country. But
over the years. things have
drastically changed. The coun-
try's largely illiterate and
overwhelmingly poor elec-
torate. despite all the handi-
caps, are now well informed.
Dull and stereot propa-
ganda and rhetorics indulged
in during the glectioneering
did not appeal to them. In ei-
ther rejecting or scvlecting a
party for the governance of
the country. they affirmed
their righ
ical choices. At the same time
fewer and fewer Bangladeshis
now fit the stereotvpe of illit-
erate populace on whose
bovine passivity earlier rulers

could rely. The Awami League . .

taking over the administration
of the country, must heed this
fact that they would be
judged by the track. -records of
the n&xt five years.

However, in tne country,
the potential for v'olence and
even for the disi ilegration of

~effort to capture

t to make free polit-

sure and colossal unemploy-
ment problem
There are about 20 million
educated unemployed youths
and another 20 million mostly
illiterate belonging te labour
class are teeming the streets
of the country in search of
livelthood. This must be con-
sidered as the most explosive
issue that awaits attention
since 1981. A tash force may
be instituled to analyse in
depth as to how this vast co-
hort of youths can oe provided
with employment opportuni-
ties by opening r.ew areas like
handicrafts development
leather bag and shoe maki
in line with the develo
countries of the world with an
mar-
ket. Livesteck development .
ultry farm, fish culture and
arm products iadustries are
some of the potential and vi-
able sectors that must be
geared up for absorbing the
{nuth forces. Unfortunately .
eather industry, inspite of the
fact that we have such abun-
dance of raw leather and a
varied lprnapﬁ:‘l and enviable
possibilities to feed fnrl:igln
markets. remain apparently
neglected because of lack of
entrepreneurship. technical
expertise and business acu-
men. People have to be in-
spired and motivated to take
up this new sector by provid-
ing state sponsored exper-
tise capital, infras‘ructural fa-
cilities and land fcr setting up
new industries. '
Sadly true. industrial
growth and foreign invest-
ment in the country in the
st suffered most because of
ureaucratic control and polit-
ical interference. The benefits
of economic growth must be
distributed more evenly. Such
owth which was spurred by
tful economic liberalization
programme ail the beginning

of the BNP rule has tended to
benefit the already upper mid-
dle classes. So the r who
constitute almost per cent
of 120 million people in the
country must be provided ac-
cess to educational and em-
ployment opportunities to
reap the benefits . Reports
have it , that more than one

lakh students are going
abroad every year for higher
eduedtion after completing

their HSC level studies. That

envisaged In the beginning
Many in the country are
still skeptical that the new
government that espouses
some soclal and economic
policies will be able to keep
the mantle glowing . With the
licy statement by 1t Sheikh

asina, the Prune Minister of
the new government. (o
eliminate terrorist activities

from all levels of national life
and to establish a poverty-free
society and to run a govern-
ment on the basis of national
consensus. and taking deci-
sions on national issues at the
Jatiya Sangsad allowing
wei la?c importance to
opposition’'s views, a fair
cgl.ngc is expected to be tak-
ing roots. Remembering the
dictum that “there is ny a
slip between the cup and the
!:'E'-“ the administration must
show prudence. itransparency
and farsightedness in ng
about the c i
The other sector that

awaits attention of the new
government is the country's
soaring birthrate that is still
a cause for concern. More than
2.4 million people add up an-
nually to its present popula-
tion. Most ef there new en-
trants are often uncared for
and roaming the streets
without proper food. shelter
and education. Population
planning activities have to be
Fcarcd up with an eye to the
act that demographic num-
bers do not simply overwhelm
the limited resources available
for economic development.

Hopefully with the country
tu
lence-free zone, the new gov-
ermment will be able to assert
its leadership in the global
ma and its role as a
spokesman of the Third
World countries will be
recognised Now as the
country enters a new phase,
what is called for is not only a
programme for national ad-
ministration but a vision for
the — nation — a vision of
unity, consensus and non-vio-
lent journey to progress and
that only could be fashioned
and implemented by a leader
who is more than a politician.
To-day's problems in the coun-
try call for a statesman to hold
the helm:.

The writer s Controller of
Examinations, BUET,

To the mayor

Sir, Bein
oor .developing country,
haka is always associated with

the capital of a

various problems, among
which public hygiene is one.
Although the City Corporation
is trying its best to keep the
situation under control with
timely garbage collection, set-
ting up of new garbage bins i
residential and other areas, but
still there is a loophole on
their part which can easily be
overcome. For collecting waste
from the bins special lorries
are used.

Previously, these transports
had covers on top while carry-
ing the waste
preventing the obnoxious
smell to escape in the air and
pollute the environment. But at
present it has become almost a
regulnlr mfﬁ for the DCC to
carry 8 of garbage on open
lorries without any cover from
different areas to o dulr::npih
spots passing through the
main pgeeu u% the metrom»
tan crea nuisance and -
ard to pu health. *

Presently, when the City
Corporation is ng to im-.
its services var-

programmes like

mosquito eradication, urban

tree plantation, etc, it is most

unfortunate for them to over-

roducts, thus

look the above problem.
Therefore, for the sake of a
hygienic city life and clean
environment, it is an earnest
request to the Mayor of Dhaka
City Corporation to look into
this serious matter and imme-
diately take steps so that all
garbage lorries are properly
covered while carrying wastes,

Aziz Amirul
Uttara, Dhaka-1230

Shifting of first
commercial court
Sir, Perhaps the first

Commercial Court (Artha Rin
Adalat) of Dhaka is one of the
busiest courts of our country.
Thousands of cases of Janata
Bank, Bank, Sonali Bank
and Krishi Bank etc.

to loan defaulters worth crores
of Taka are awaiting judgement
in the court for years.

It is situated in the 3rd
floor of the four-storied
ﬁnnutrucé::d %:alldln at

nl‘}nm : e sufleri

and hardships of the pmgg
clients, plaintiffs, defendants,
lawyers, jud and the staff
members of the court know no
bounds as there is no lift in the
building and the structure of

-3uir=

the stairs is so awkward. It is
very troublesome, difficult and
inconvenient for the ple to
climb to the third floor and get
down from there. Not to speak
of the woes of a heart patient.
a rynung or old man or woman
of good physic is totally ex-
hausted in climbing up and
getting down.The physical tor-
ture, exhaustion and the harm*
ful effect on health need no
description if a person is re-
to climb up and get
from the court three to
four times a day for various.
reasons during office hours.

We fail to understand what
is the justification and logic
behind shifting the first com-
mercial court from ground
floor to third floor since
December 1995? There are
several courts in the ground
floor of the building which are
not at all busy as the first
commercial court is.

We would request the au-
thorities concerned in gancrul
and the District Judge of
Dhaka in particular to s the
first commercial court from
third floor to its original place
in the nd floor of the four-
storied bullding in the interest
of public service.

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street,
Waril. Dhalka-1203.

e

into a stable and vio-

EFORE the new era tur-

ns into a tangle the

bureaucratic
and peolitical . the
new vernment may well
start Rifilling their election
commitments. The main oppo-
sition pm has anno-
unced t desire to
immediate implementation of

the government party's elect-
ion manifesto like of
the Special Powers L,

autonomy to the state-run
media and realisation of the

share of Ganges water -
and the

The first act will
Parliament's approval
last one invoives a:‘xm
with india and as the two
will take some time for im-
plementation. But the middie
one may start immediately.
It cou rationally
by the Information
and BTV and Radio
to send delegation to India.
UK, other countries
and the USA to examine how
their broadcasting system is
::ﬂrr:tiomng. On return, they
prepare a report
their recommendations
will be examined the
Ministries of Igformation, Law
and Establishment ahd, a draft
white paper will be published
to solicit public . There
might occur a big debate
h mlﬁht kill the white pa-
g;r or delay the process.
en, if the pr is not
marred by tion of the con-
cerned circles, the draft will
be placed before the
Pariament. After enactment of
the Bill the structural c
and organizational functiohs
will start. And if everything
Fn-u very smoothly and very
airly it will take more or less
lwo years time. Now remains
the question of financing the
delegation’s visit overseas for
the preparation of their rec-
ommendations. To decide the
source of the expenses will
take some time.

The exercise mentioned
above would be needed and the
concerned Ministry may initi-
ate actions as law bt to
demonstrate their commit-
ment to the subject the new
government may immediately
issue a puuwldehnﬂ for
the BTV and Bangladesh.
For this we may borrow some
ideas about the functioning of
the British Broadcasting
IL‘urpnrltIun (BBC) as given be-
oW

The British Broadcasting

by A M Alimuzzaman

Corporation (BBC) broadchsts
Television and Radio pro-

grammmes The Department of
National Heritage oversees the

broadc system.

The E!B, was set up i
1927 It has a Board of -
rmors including the Chairman,

Vice-Chairman and Governors

of 5Scotland Wales and
Northern Ireland

The board is a nted by
the government ¢ board

appoints the Director General
who Jleads the Board of
:nmgﬂm:nt.
anagement is in charge of
the daily ru;:rﬁng of the ser-
vices. One of the guiding prin-
of the Breadcasting Act

The Board of

?%hy which broadcasting is

regulated is that "broadcasting
services must remain inde-
pendent of Government edito-
rially and, as far as . in
economic and regulatory
terms” But "because of broad-
casting power. im and
inri:.;tfnct. there remains the
or regulation to guaran-
tee standards. particularly re-
garding taste and decency and
to protect viewers and listen-
ers agn:ur exploitation and
poor quality programming. "
There are :En guidelines
for the treatment of certain
su ts which are as follow
ews : The
Independent Television
Commission (non BBC) and the
Radio Authority have a statu
tory dhity to see that. as far as
possible. their programmes
comply with certain require-
ments such as that all news
Fmgrnmmrn — in whatever
Orm — are presented with ac-
curacy and impartiality. and
that impartiality is shown by
those presenting programmes
rirn matters of political or in-
dustrial controve or relat
o current mlr pﬂll?
Although not subject to such
stalutory requirements the
BBC recognizes similar obliga-
tions to f{reat controversial
subjects with due impartiality
in the news services and In
prn¥rlmmﬂ dealing with
matters of public policy. The
Broadcasting Authority must as
a rule refrain from expressing
ar opinion on matters of public
policy
Political Broadcasting :
(ienerally the Government gau
no access to radio and televi-
sion. Government announce-
ments of importance are
placed in scheduled news bul-

letins based on its news value

Compilete editorial in -
dence is. however, cnn:g'm

wm:. 1),
Broadcasts in which Ministers
explain legislation on adminis-

trative policies approved by
the Parliament

are made.
Ministers can also seek public
Cco-operation in matters where
there is a consensus of opin-
ion. The o tion has no

right to to these broad-
casts. 2} be occa-
sions for matters na-
tional or interna -
tance. For example the
Falkland or the wars. In

such cases the Primme Minister
can make broadcast. But in
such cases the opposition is
entitled to claim a right of re-
ply. Once the n has
exercised such right the BBC
invites additional discussions
in which the third largest
party with electoral support is
entitled to be represented.
o t The Chanceller of
appears on BBC
to explain the hut:
als to th:ufn.ltm
member the is
automatically mww
length of time to on
the following evening. The
Lﬂ:-clﬂl Democrats lhnhrhm
similar opportu to broad-
Thus without waiting for

making statutory provisions to
convert Lthe BTV into. say. BBA

(Bangladesh Broadcasting
Authority) or BTA

hority: the gov.

Television Aut
ermment can make a by
issuing certain guidelines to

the Director General to allow
them the exercise of editorial
independence and allow the
main opposition and third op-
position parties the right io
reply. The Government cai
also consider discouraging the
use of Television Lo cover such

:'.utu‘l:?nr

ing a bridge or school or
community centre g digni-
taries from Dhaka can
very well be done %
Executive Engineer,
Education ., the ty
Commissioner or Pour va
or District Council Chairman.
Let there be a start by estab-
lishing conventions, traditions
and values before being caught

in policy tangles.

ﬂwmrﬂfruafbrrrur
nuiulandﬂﬁdbrigh!h:m‘

of the State Univers Ne
Prnrt o New

Chittagong Seaman Training School
o R

cause of the better educational

Once Bangladesh was a
major supplier of seamen.
Many British and European
companies used to recruit
large number of Bangladeshi
ra s regularly in the past.
But in the last two decades,
the job prospect for Bangla-
deshi ratings dwindled as
traditional employers turned
more tq Fhilippines and other
Far Eastern countries for the
supply of ratings. During this
time we also saw that the ship
owners switched from low
skill-large manned vessels to
high skill-low manned vessels
as the ships become more
automated and hightech. It is

that the inability of the
Bangladeshi ra s to adapt to
the ch ng techn . Spe-
cially their low-skill level is
the prime cause of the dwin-

job prospect.
e Seaman Training
School at Chittagong was

established in 1994 with a
Japanese government

class seamen for employment
on board both local and
ships and to turn the fortune
on the Bangladeshi ratings.
The centre is ably one of
the most modern institutions
of its kind in South and south
East Asia. to increase the skill
level of the ratings. the centre
is fitted with the most modern
equipment available to the
shipping industry. For the
training of the deck ratings
the school is fitted with a com-
plete bridge with simulators,
one set of derricks, one hatch,
models of various types of
ships/deck equipment. Simi-
larly, for the engine ratings.
the centre is provided with
one workshop, two generators,
compressors, f[ridge gear,
models of various types of
main/aux engines. For catering
ratings, one complete galley
and dining saloon are also
provided. e school is fitted
with a set of gravity davits
complete with one enclosed
lifeboat, one rescue boat and
various other LSA and FFA
equipment. )
At present the first batch of
130 young men are undergoing
training at the school. Trainee
ratings are to receive one year
of training at the school. Be-
fore passing out the group is to
be divided into three different
catcgu% and trained accord-
. The quality of the fresh
intakes are well above the pre-
vious recruits. Minimum quali-
fication set for the fresh re-
cruit are secondary schoel
certificate. The age limit is be-
tween 18-28 years. | found
most of the trainee ratings'
cducath;mlhquﬂmtnunn as
possess er second
school cuftlﬂﬁe and fcwu];‘
them also holding BA or
certificates. This over qualified
ra may have an attitude
Efjb m e tt.l‘ml':, rest of the
nees also belong
to the hi side of 20's ng!
group. e age limit of the

trainee intakes should be kept
between 18-22 years. This will

reduce the number of over-
l qualified boys. However be-
1 — ———

grant |
with the aim to produce world -

background the present
trainee ratings have higher IQ
level and are easier to com-
municate. But except a few,
the trainees’ ability to commu-
nicate in English is not satis-
factory. All the instructors de-
liver ‘;_yheir lectures in Bengalee
and this will not help to im-
prove the trainees' ability to
communicate in English.
English should be made the
mﬂg language in the school. All
verbal and written communica-
tions must be made in English.
Trainees should be encouraged
to communicate in English
among themselves, too. us
will help them in the course of
recruitment.

The school is poorly staffed
at present. The post of the
Principal is yet to be filled in.
Presently the school is run by a
temporary Principal who is a
Master mariner and he is on
deputation from the Chit-
taﬁunF Marine Academy. The
school has five instructors who
are all ex-Bangladesh Na
personnel. The qualifications
and competence of the pre-
sent instructors may not be
exactly compatible. The school
should have a permanent
Principal and must be staffed
by qualified and experienced

instructors as soon as possible. -

The school should recruit
some ex-bosuns to supervise
during seamanship classes. |
believe these old-timers can
share their wealth of experi-
ence with the trainee ratings.

As | have alrtadﬁ mentioned
on the quality of the teaching
staff, present training process
is carried out in a lacklustre
manner, | found the knowl-
edge of the ratings as far below
the expected level. Even after
eight months in this excellent
facility, very few trainees have
any clear idea what they would
be expected to perform on
board. The methods used for
the training is not appropriate.
The trainees spent 80 per
cent of their time inside the
class room taking notes from
the lectures. It should be the
other way round. where the
instructors shall deliver a lec-
ture on a subject identifying all
the hazards and safety precau-
tions in relation to a particular
topic. the trainees should per-
form the task till all of them
are conversant and familiar
with the task to the extent
that they are able to perform
the task indtpcnd:ntﬁ'e with-
out supervision. To achieve
that, present class of 130 stu-
dents should be divided into
much smaller groups of 15-20
students.

The present curriculum
which gives too much a-
sis ,on theoretical classes
should be completely revised
and more practical and down
to earth t(raining scheme
should be employed Hygiene
of the Bangladeshi seaman in
general is poor. The trainee
ratings must go through hy-

iene class and made to un-
erstand the benefit of living
hygienically. Undoubtedly.
poor hygiene is on the negative

side of Bangladeshi seamen,
which untold to
the seamen themselves and
cost for the shipowner. The
trainees should live and board
in the school as they should
live on board. Strict discipline
should be maintained in the
academy and weekly inspec-
tion by the Principal should be
carried out.

The school should encour-
age more Bangladeshi officers
serving on board. specially
with the fore companies to
join the school as visiting lec-
turers. This will help the
trainees understand and learn
from the people who are ac-
quainted with the ship board
practice. The school is situated
close to Chittagong Port and
Dry-Dock. So irequent ship
visit should be arranged. The
trainees Ehuuld sp:Ed some
time at the -Dock getting
practical knult::rlrzdg: as part of
their training programme.

The government should in-
clude shipping agents and ship
owners in the running of
school. The owners and agents
can provide updated knowl-
edge on demand and the re-
quirement of the eshi
seamen. Accordingly num-
ber of the fresh recruits for
the school can be adjusted. '

To improve the quality of
training at the school the
following points may be
considered by the authority at
the earliest:

a) School must have a per-
manent Principal and adequate
number of qualified and
experiernced instructors.

b) Maximum age limit of the
fresh intakes should be not
more then 22 years.

c) The f{irainee ratinFs
should be divided into smaller
classes of 15-20 ratings in
each class.

d) Trainee ratings must be
encouraged to communicate in
English.

e] All instructors should de-
liver all lectures in English.

f) Curriculum should be de-
signed with maximum empha-
sis on practical ence.

gl Trainee ratings should be
taught personal hygiene.

] School should have a li-

brary with latest shipping
journals.

f} Frequent ship visits
should be

j] For wider view of the in-
dustry, arrangements should
be made for foreign guest lec-
turers.

k) Local ‘and foreign ship
owners/agents should be in-
volved in runnlnﬁﬂutun.‘ plan-
ning of the school.

v facilltg provided at the
Chittagong Seaman Training
School is excellent. It is
geared up to produce world |
class seamen from B adesh,
Ta achieve this objective the
school needs im late atten-
tion from the government and
policy makers to remove the
malice. It would be a tragedy if
we cannot utilise these excel-
lent facilities to its maximum
extent and fall to produce
world class seamen

due to
some bureaucratic huttierm:l_)




