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NEWS BRIEFS
Ctg«Cox's Bazar
road link restored
From Our Correspondent
COX'S BAZAR., June 26:
Road communication between
C and Cox’'s Bazar tha
remain disrupted for the
last seven days, has been re-

stored. Three bridges which
were colla along the 160

km-wa ru; (1hiltqnnh: lt*::
Cox's L
authorities, m

JU Senate budget
session today

The annual session

of Jahangirn niversity

. WU} Senate be held today
al the Senate Hall of the uni-
versity. The for the
1996-97 fiscal will be ap-
proved by the following

a discussion on the opemng
Td?ﬂﬁdhﬂﬂ:‘lﬂh—
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| Party (BNPPP) meets at 5 this
| afternoon at the Jattya Sangsad
| Bhaban, a party press: release
| sald here last night.

| Prior to the BNPPP meet

»
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No death report of
Bangladeshis

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh embassy in
Rivadh has not received any
report of deaths of
B deshis in Tuesday's car-
bomt blast in Saucdi Arabia.
said Ambassador Mii: Moham-
mad Nasiruddin late last night.

When contacted ipver tele-
phone, he said that tlie Labour

See Page 12 ccl 8
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DUBAI, June 26: A bomb
blast rocked a Saudi Arabian
military complex housing for-
eigners, and US officials re-
ported today ‘that 23
Americans were killed and
more than 350 people were
wounded, reports Reuter,

US President Bill Clinton
said the attack appedared 1o be
the work of terrorists and
vowed to hunt down the
bombers,

Saudi Arabia said today, lat-
est information showed 19
Americans were killed and
389 people of various national-
ities wounded in the blast.
which ripped through Abdel
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Aziz Air Base on Tuesday in the
eastern city of Khobar, where
2900 Americans were located.

In Washington, a Defence
Department spokesman said
23 Americans were killed and
105 were seriously injured in
the blast. Lieutenant Kevin
Aandahl of the US navy said
240 other people had received
medical treatment and been
released.

A Saudi interior ministry
stalement, carried by the offi-
cial Saudi Press Agency (SPA),
sald some of the wounded
were in a serious condition,

"What has been confirmed
untik the time of issuing this is

118 Bangladeshis among 389 injured

23 Americans killed in
audi car bomb blast

e e e C— e S

that 19 people, all of American
nationality. have been killed
and 389 people of different na-
ttonalities injured, some seri-
ously.” the statement said.

The Saudi statement said
among the wounded were: 147
Saudi nationals. 118 Bangla-
deshis, 109 Americans, four

tians, two Jordanians, two
Indonesian and two Filipinas.
"The initial results of the in-
vestigation show that the ex-
losion was a result of a car
omb and intensive security
efforts continue to find the
culprits.’ it added.
The ministry said

See Page 12 Col 3
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The Election Cormmission
(EC) has . decided tc hold the
residential election in the
rst week of August, a highly
!]#!;tcd EC official sald yester-

"We have considered all
aspects of the presidential
election and have (decided to
hold the election
in the first week of August, just
before the cut-off date of
August 9." he said.

he schedule forthe presi-
dential election would be an-
nounced after Parliament is
summoned, which has to be
done within one morith follow
ing the announcement of the
official results, the E.C official
said.

"If we calculate irom the
first official results of the June
12 parliamentary Elections
which were annoupneed on
June 16, then parliainént has
to be summonefl before July
16." the official sald.

' 3

By Morshed Ali Khan

"The law requires that the
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) would consult the
Speaker of the new Parliament
before announcing the sched-
nle of the presidential elec-

tion.” he added.

EC sources explained that
as per law the presidential
election has to be held be-

Women's seats' Enlls
[.oan defaulters

to be barred

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
has notified that the candida-
ture of the women members
for the reserved seats in the
Jatiya Sangsad would be con-
Sidered disgqualified il they
weie fonnd to be Pamk Jomn

defaunlters.
See Page 12 Col 1

Presidential election in
first week of August

tween 90 and 60 days before
the expiry of tenure of the
present President.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas took oath ol office on
October 9. 1991 so his five-
year tenure concludes on
October 8 this year., and the
election must he held. under
the existing law, sometime be-
iween July 10 and August 9,
the EC sources said.

The presidential election
would be held at the sad
Bhaban where all the MPs-
elect would cast their votes in
an open ballot to elect the
President. The Chief Election
Commissioner {CEC), as per
law. will preside over the par-
liamentary sitting of the elec-
tion day and also act as the
Returning Officer:

At the end of the polling

the CEC wauld oversee Lhe"

counting and then annouwnce
the s instantly to the au-
dience there, it was learnt

|
i

'BNPPP likely to
take imporitant
’ L - l ]
By Staff Correspcndent

The BNP Parliamentary

ing. art chief Begum
I thedpa Zia is likely to be
| sworn-tn as a membe:rr of the
Seventh Parllament by speaker
Sheikh Razzak Al

According (o party sources,

the BNPPP meet is cxpected
lo choose the Leader, the
Deputy Leader, the Chief Whip
and the Whips of the party in
II’:MPH t. BNP is the .
rver jori party in
;mtm 116 neats

Formes me minister and
BNFP chief um Khideda Zla
is likely to be elected the
Leader of the Opposition in Lhe
Parliament. the sources said

See Page 12 col 6
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Mannan i3huiyan new
BNP secy gen

By Staff Correspondent

Abdul Mannan Bhulyan has
been appointed Secretary
Gieneral of the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BN

Party chief Begum Khaleda
Zia made the appointment

esterday In a major change In
wer party s central leadership
after its lathure to win the June
12 parlamentary election.
jegum Zia is expected to go
lor some more changes in Tﬁr
party hierarchy as well as in
different tiers of it sources
close to her said

Mannan Bhuilyan's appoint-
ment would come into effect
immediately, sald a party press
release last night

Bhuilyan, senior most Joint
Secretary General of the party
till his new assignment, re-
places Abdus Salam Talukdar
who was its Secretlary General
s and re-

round .
Ffalukdar contested the June
|2 polls from two seats — Ja-
malpur-3 and Tangail-1 — but
[-‘111‘“’ o retum

Salam Talukdar submitted
his resignation letter to the
party chief yesterday noon and
she accepted it, sald the press
release, signed by the party's
Organising Secretary Haris
Choudhury.

‘Mannan Bhulyan, who
acted as Secrelary General of

[

©

Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan

Lthe BNFP meveral times, was In
charge of the ministries of
Labour and Manpower. Food
and Agriculture in the gov-
ernment of Begum Khaleda Zia
lor the past five rs.

Bhutyan who halls from
Shibpur thana of Narsinghdi
district, was elected in the
1981 parliamentary elections
from Narsinghdi-3 on BNP
licket: He was elected from
the same constituency in the
June 12 polls

35S adds Mannan Bhuiyan.
the newly appointed secretary
general of the BNP expressed

See Page 12 ool 6
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Clinton greets
Sheikh Hasina

President Bill Clinton has
congratulated Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina saying that he
looks forward to working with
her and the government to
deepen close cooperation be-
tween the two nations. repdtts
BSS. ;

In his message. President
Clinton said. "let me congratu-
late you on your hard-fought
electoral victory and on the
commitment to democracy
demonstrated by the people of
Bangladesh. The overall trans-
parency and peacelulness of
the election. the high turnout,
the orderly transfer ol power
and the advent of a robust new
parliament all testify to the
strength and vitality of
Bangladesh's democratic insti-
tutions.’

He further said: "This elec-
tion and the ?cactful transi-
tion of power lay the ground-
work for an era of strength-
ened democracy, domestic
tranguility an economic
growth:. | look forward to
working with you and the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh to

bip and close cooperation
bétween our nations ®

BNP legal aid
body formed

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday consti-
tuted a 10 member legal aid
committee for the party to
look into allegations relating to
rlections to the 7th parliament
and render assistance for legal
redress, reports UNB.

Barrister Rafiqul |slam Mia
will act as the convenor of the
committee

Members of the ~ommittee
are. Barrister Jamiruddin Sir-
car, Barrister Nazmul Huda,

i | Barrister Aminul Haq. Barris-

ter Ziaur Rahman an, and
advocates Abdul Wadud Khan-
daker. Miftah Uddin Chowd-
hury Rumi, Lutie Alam. Zainal
Abedin and Humawvun Kabir
Budbal

The committee has been
entrusted with the responsibil-
ity 1o form legal aid commit-

See Page 12 col 6

England, Germany
1-1 at breather

Sports Reporter

E nd and Ge were
locked 1-1 at halftime durin
the second Euro '98 semifina
al Wembley Stadtum last night,
according o BBC.

Striker Alan Shearer scored
in the third minute to put
England ahead. But the Ger-
mans replied in the 16th
minute through Stefan Kuntz.

Earlier, the Czech Republic
reached the final to be held at
Wembley on Sunday.
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WE HA'VE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAM | CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA. |
BOTTIC ;INO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAY 'SIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ¥
OF DIF ‘FERENT TYPES.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina placed wreath at the mazar of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman at Tungipara in ' jopalgan] yesterday.

— PID photo

Thousands of _people throng Tungipara

Full state honour for
Ba:mg abandhu

By Reaz Ahmad, back from Tungipara

Prime Minister Sheiktl,
Hasina vesterday placed
wreath at the mazar of Fathe r
of the Nation Bangabanrih u
Sheikh Mujibur Rahmar: at
Tungipara in Gopalganj w'th
full state honour,

Earlier. Sheikh Hasina, 1 vho
is the eldest daughter of
Sheikh Mujib. flew by a t jeli-
copter to her ancestral b ome

atTunp:iﬁlra.

The me Minister p' aced
wreath at 9:35 am and

stood in solemn silenc e for

some time as the nation al flag
flew at half mast in trit mte (o
Bangabandhu. who led t he na-
tion to its indepencle nce in
197 1. He was assassir.z ted in a
military putsch on Awu gust 15,
1975

A*smartly turned owut con-
tingent of the Army :d Forces
presented a guard 5f honour

Half of city"é garments units

Most of the garment facto-
ries in the city lack fire-fight-
ing equipment and emergency
exits to escape any sort of ac-
cident. according o some se
nior officials of the Fire Ser-
vice and Civil Defence Direc-

- torate (FSCOD).

Besides, the employees and
workers of the factories are
ly to handle
fire Incidents. the officials said
adding that a number of those
lactories are situated in high-
rise bufldings or in congested
areas. maki it difficult to
carry out any fighting and
rescue operation.

Al least 63 garments work-
ers were kil in incidents
related to fire during the last
five years. according to the
National Garments Workers
Federation. Besides. fire ser-
vice officials feared that more
such tragic incidents could oc-
cur anytime il adequate safety
measures were not taken

Of the 1950 garment [acto:
ries iri the city and its suburb
only 936 have licence from the

By Masud Arif

FSCDD. directorate sources
sald. Due to inadequate man-
power. it could not tackle the
situation. the sources added.

Some eight lakh people are
employed in these factories on
a regular basis, Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BGMEA) sources pointed out.

According to the FSCDD
Ordinance, no building or

ace shall be used as a ware-

S Or as a unless
the owner or occupier thereof
shall have previously obtained
under this ordinance, a licence
for such use from the Director
(fire service).

A workshop has been de-
fined In the ordinance, as any
bullding or place where the
processing of any article is
carmied out for purpose of
trade or business Presently
the FSCDD has declared some

190 articles inflammable
These include cotton. wool
juite. chemicals bamboo and

varn, fire service sources said
Meanwhile, In most of the

lack licence from fire service

fire incidents in ts fac-
tories. it was found that work-
ers were L(rapped inside the
factories as the main gates of
the buildings concerned were
locked.

Referring to a fire incident
at a garment factory at Tajma-
hal road in M area
in February 1992, a senior fire
service official nted out that
more than workers were
rescued {rom the rooftop
the factory building as the
maln gates were locked. '

The official said that it was;
difficult carry out fire fightin
operation in bulldings wi'
more than seven s as ‘he
fire service did not have the
equipment capacity for this
many garment factories ar‘e jo-
cated on the 10th floor of a
butlding as above, he adde .

Meanwhile, President of the
BGMEA Redwan Ahme d said
that they had sometirpes In-
siructed the affiliated rJarment
factories 1o take necersary fire
lighting measures and train

See Page 12 coll 8B
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and an Army band played the
last post on the bugle.

With her husband Dr Wazed
Mia. sister Sheikh Rehena, son
Sajib. daughter Putul. son-in-
law Mridul and party leaders at
her side, Hasina burst tnto
tears while offering fateha at
the mazar.

Later, she also offered
fateha at the graves of her

randfather and grandmother
sheikh Lutfar Rahman and
Sheikh Shahera Khatoon.

Maulana Yunus Mija. reli-
gious teacher of Ninth East
Bengal Regiment. conducted
munajat.

Thousands ol people, many
of them from nearby districts,
thronged the usually quiet
Tungipara through out the day.
It was #n emotional scene as
Hasina Wt’:pf while meeting
Sheikh Nurul Haq Gedu Mia. a

local maulana. who had con-
ducted the namaj-e-janaza of
Sheikh Mujib: The body of the
eat leader was brought to
ngipara by an Army heli-
copter on August 16, 1975.

Earlier. on her arrival, the
Prime Minister was received
by Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak. Lt. Col (retd)
Faruq Khan, MP. local Awami
League leaders and high offi-
cials. As she walked towards
her ancestral home hundreds
of people chanting 'Joi Bangla'
slogan siood along her way

Women and children from
far flung areas also gathered
there. '

All ministers except one,
state ministers and some 100
MPs joined the Prime Minister
at. Tungipara and otlered
munajat at the mazar. Energy.

See Page 12 Col 2

Blue I;anel walks out
of DU budget session

By DU Correspondent

Thirty-six Bl 'ie Panel memn-
bers of the Db aka University
Senate yesterds v walked out of
the annual bud et session.

With Vice t ‘hancellor Prof
Emajuddin +ihmed in the
chair, the session started at 4
Em at the administrative

ullding of the university.

Meeting so arces said. at the
start of the session, Prof M
Akhtaruzzanan, a registrar
graduate rep resentative, rising
on a point  { order urged the
Vice-Chance llor to step down
from the post of Senate
Chairman a » allegations of cor-
ruption we re raised against
him. Prol Al khtaruzzaman sub-
mitted a "1 10 confidence” mo-
tion urgin g the Vice-Chan-
cellor mot to continue the
chairmans hip of the Senate,
Advocate Syed Ahmed sup-
ported tlaie ‘no confidence’
mothon .

But the Vice-Chancellor
termed the 'no confidence
motion as illegal. "There is no
scope of a 1.0 conflidence mo-
tion against the Senate chair-
man under the university acts
and regulations,” he said.

At this point. 36 Senate
members walked out from the
session out of the 62 present,

After a 15-minute adjourn-
ment of the session, the Vice-
Chancellor and Senate
Chairman called the meeting
in motion and read out his
written speech. Then the
Treasurer of the University
Prof M Shamsul Haque, placed
the annual budget speech for
fiscal 1996-97.

Al a press briefing immedi-
ately after the walk out. the
senators demanded the resig-
nation of the VC and President
of the Senate.

See Pave 12 col 7

Car, Tk 12 lakh
snatched from

businessman

By Statt Correspondent

An unidentified gan
snatched a car and Tk 12 lak
from a businessman at Bishwa
Road near Sabujbagh in the
city yesterday.

Md Alamgir was returning
to his house at Ahmedbagh
after withdrawing Tk 12 lakh
from the Wage Earners Branch
of Sonali Bank at Motijheel,
according to the FIR filed by
the victim with the Sabujbag
thana.

* Sabujbagh police arrested
driver Alauddin from the spot.
police said.

A gang of about: G seven
armed men intercepted the
red colour car of Alamgir when
he reached near the Buddhist
temple at Sabujbagh at around
3.30 pm. Thevwlired a few
shots, hurled crackers and
threw the businessman and his
driver out of the car. police
added.
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WARMEST FELICITATIONS. |

NORTHERN JUTE MFG. CO. LTD. plc

We are proud that one of our Associates Northern jute
Manufacturing Co. Ltd. Plc has been honoured by BSB for
regular loan repayment.

We would like to add that our Associates Alpha Tobacco
Manufacturing Company Ltd. plc and Bangladesh Leaf
Tobacco Co. Ltd. plc financed by Bangladesh Shilpa Bank

have repaid their loans much before the scheduled time.

"
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ERBA & Associate Companies

U KANAK HANDICRAFTS LTD

J ALPHA AGROLTD
O ALPHA

J ALPHA TOBACCO MFG. CO, LTD. pic
O BANGLADESH HEALTH HOME (Pvt) LTD
QO BANGLADESH LEAF TOBACCO CO. LTD pic

U ERBA LIMITED

O ERAB-CHINA ENGINEERING WORKSHOP LTD

J HIMAGAR LTD

LTD

J McGREGOR & BALFOUR (BD.) LTD
O NORTHERN TRADERS LTD

Q RED STAR PAPER PRODUCTS LTD
J SREEPUR TEXTILE MILLS LTD pic

U TAMAK SHILPA (PVT.) LTD

J TIMBEREX (BD.) LTD

U VIRGINA FLUE CURED TOBACCO CO. (BD.) LTD
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