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_'lheﬂedamRmB.s -Personal Comments

S.Bﬂ!wﬂ: uk
UK:

When the world media is
of the
Netenyahus and the pre-elec-
the
clutches of the Yeltsins, 1 am
glad to note that a few column
inches were devoted to the
outcome of the elections in my

absorbed In the

tion media circus in

country.

Despite my surprise, | must

congratulate BAL and Sheikh

Hasina for their now clear lead
and perceived victory in one of

the most fair and most partici-
pated elections in the country.

Congratulations also to, BNP for

having survived their electoral
term. shown the capabiltity of

the country as an industrious

nation -and finally commisera-
tions for losing,
rupt and characterless per-

sonalities have been removed

. from all parties. Similarly,
previously unknown players

who've more than proved their

mettle (like former finance
minister Saifur Rahman} have
earned their place in people's
heart. This is a big step for

our psyche and for our strive at
embracing true democracy.

My hope for a democratic
transfer has materialised - for
the first time in my life I stand
witness to something previ-
ously unheard of in my country

- which is only just younger

than | am.

Md. Fazle Baki
MFBAKI@MANSCI. watstar. uioat
erloo.ca

Canada

1 have always found your
post different and, infact. an

'eye-opener. This one is 'not an

exception either.

 Shabbir A. Bashar, UK: | now
hope Sheikh Hasina, the PM.
can find it in her heart to put
country before the hitherto
much trumpetted promise to
r avenge the blood of her family.
I wish her luck’ despite my
reservations for she will now
be at the helm. | hope she will
adhere to her election mani-
festo promise of freeing the
media: (I heard rumours about
“artistes” openly and actively
canvassing for BAL - as long as
it is not done on public media
| have little objection; if it is
done on BTV and Radio
Bangladesh, then | have very
strong objections on grounds
that such media are NOT ex-
tensions of any political party
but state property with an
obligation to provide a balaced
view to the people]. | hope
BAL will have the courage to
learn from the sound eco-
nomic policies of their prede-

. tive opposition with

ceamrs

I also hope BNP can set a
precedence by being the effec-
stately
policies centering their de-
bates rather than personality
issues. 1 hope they will hm-c
the courage to accept defeat
and the forsight to realise the
vital role they have to play as
effective opposition.

Md. Fazle Baki, Canada: Good
comments for both the sides.

Shabbir A. Bashar, UK: Both
parties should work together
to achieve these goals:

(a) remove politics from
civil service. army. academia
and other government organi-
sations; (I am pleased to hear
Nasim has been dismissed).

Md. Fazle Baki, Canada: All the
big posts are appointed by
head of the government who
has too much discretionary

power.

Shabbir A. Bashar. UK: (b)
encourage the formation of a
strong industrial base in the
country through fair, open and
competetive means.

Md. Fazle Baki. Canada: Agreed.

Shabbir A. Bashar, UK:-(c) give
an air of tranparency and
directness by reaching out to
the people through radio and
TV by initiating public debates
on national issues; this will
remove the middlemen - many
of whom abuse their powers.

Md. Fazle Baki. Canada: We
need to restore reliability of

various institutions including
media.

Shabbir A. Bashar, UK: (d) not
resort to or have to resort to
violence, destruction and
anarchy as we have seen in the
recent past if their political
demands are not met.

Md. Fazle Baki. Canada: We
need to create an healthy envi
ronment for discussion and
negotiation. Let us hope that
statements, views, and acts
will work towards this.

Shabbir A. Bashar. UK: Finally.
| hope neither BAL nor BNP
will stoop so low as to pander
to the wishes of JP hy
releasing H M Ershad so either
party can form government.

Md Fazle Baki. Canada: Some
people do not know whether
he deserves any punishment.

Shabbir A. Bashar,
anticipation of continued
progress in Bangladesh

UK: In
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the world, mostly

Arlene Getz
apgetz@aol.com
Boston. Massachusetts . U/SA: -

It" is still too early to argue
that the information super-
highway has made distance ir-
relevant. But if television has
recdluced the world to a global
village. then the Internet

" coniputer network has shrunk

it still further.

The other day, I received an
electronic mail (e-mail) mes-
sage [rom a friend on another
continent. Could I'find out the
cost ol hotels in the United
States city of Philadelphia so
Lhal she could book a husuwau
trip?

. You don't need me, I e-
mailed back. You can find out
yoursell. I then included lists
of electronic addresses for one
ol the lastest-growing services
on the Internet -travel,

Tourism information is
proliferating throughout cy-
berspace. Guidebook publish-
ers, holel groups and city
councils are all establishing
“sites” - or stalls on the
Internet information market
known as the World Wide Weh
- to promote their services and

sedunce armchair travellers into ™

booking a trip.

Anyvone with a computer
connected to a lelephone by a
moddem and a subscrygrion to
an Internet  provider dan now
rescarch their own holidays
without having information fil-
lered by a travel agent. They
can check airline timetables
through do-it-yourself services
such as Travelocity (Web ad
dF & 88
http:/ /www travelocity.com) or
TravelWeb
(http:/ /www.travelweb.com).

They can wuse the Internet

o book their own hotel rooids

[rom some of the major chains.
They can keep up to date with
cvvents around the world:
Want to find out what is
happening in Rome or Bali?
Call up [Italy Online and Bali

~l.

author's own as

expressed In these columns.

u

Disclaimer

The Internet is a global medium of rommunication and
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
they appear to all receivers of the Internet.
them authentically to permst our readers,to

abroad are feeling and saying.
is not responsible for the opinions

e 1)l

e

Online on http.//www.lainet-
.com/- initaly/ and
http:"//www. indo.com re-
spectively.

Seeking information on
this year's Olympic Games in
Atlanta, Georgia? Log on to the
city's Web site
(http://www.com/acvb/ " for
maps, pictures. schedules of
events and links to other
Games -related sites.

It is even possible to plan
you routes on local under-
ground railways long before
you reach your destination by
calling wup the Subway
Nawgatur which can map out

routes on netro systems
around the world. :

The main acdvantages of be-
ing able to do this over the
Internet are time and cost.
While much ol the information

Europe, US peacekeeping
lroops stationed in Bosnia have
discovered that the distance -
shrinking capacity of the
internet has a more serious
use -saving lives,

In a region where an esti-
mated six million mines re-
main buried, sending informa-
tion by compuler rather than
road is playing a vital role in
minimising casualties.

Peacekeepers are able to
use off-the-shelf commercial
communications technology to
transmit data over local area
networks connecting com-
puter systems in Bosnia and

‘Hungary to the US Army-

Europe command in Germany
and the Fentagon in
Washington. Unclassified in-
formation travels over the
public Internet, while sensi-

From booking hotel rooms to saving lives, journeys
into cyberspace can solve mobility problems both
Jor do-ityourself tourists and for soldiers in Bosnia.
As Gemini News Service's superhighway columnist
Arlene Getz reports, distances are being shrunk on

the Internet.

may be available in brochures,
the Internet material can be
accessed instantaneously for
the cost of a local telephone
tall. Equally important. the
relatively low cost of establish-
ing a presence on the World
Wide Web medns small inns
«.an advertise their services to
potential  travellers in the
same way as the wealthier big-
name chains: There is no
need to wait for the mail and
the information will be right
up-to-date. :

These capabilities enabled
my foreign friend wanting a
room in Philadelphia to find -

without the cost of sending

faxes overscas — that a hotel
which usually would have been
out of her budget was offering
special discount rates during
the month of her stay.

Across the Atlantic in

— Editor.
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tive material is seniL on a spe-
cialised classified network.
One of the benefits of this
arrangement is that troops do
not have to drive over poten-
tially dangerous roads to ex-
change reports or orders.
Military commanders have
also reduced their need to
travel from different command
posts to obtain up-to-date in-
formation through a related
video-conferencing network.
The establishment of several
multimedia desk-top systems
consisting of a computer ter-
minal. a video camera and a
with audio allows

TV
m locations
& shintadeous consulta-

tims

The system is an advance
on telephone conferencing be-
cause it allows the comman-
ders to discuss and change
computer images. such as
maps. during their delibera-
tions.

The 20.000 US soldiers in.
the region also derive.a more
personal benefit from the
network by being able to send
electronic mail to family and
friends. ;

This contact with hoine,
say LIS officers, has prove:! a
great morale booster durine
difficult and sensitive mission

Cowrtesy  Gevrmog News|

“The

BD Poliic

Mainul Hasan
mhasan@ichips.intel.com

USA: -
Alfter a long time of political

instability now Bangladesh is -

apparently moving towards a

+ stable political arena. Lets

hope democracy will rise above
all party/individual interests.
recent election in
Bangladesh which was said to
be fair and impartial has
opened up some wonderful
opportunities for both AL and
BNP.

In a sense BNP will be in a
better position than AL in
coming days, because for some
reason people always look for
ioopholes in govt. policies
which would be a challenging
task for AL not to do anything
against what they have learnt
being in opposition for the last
21 years. It's a long time, and
hopefully they are quite well
educated now by the past ex-
periences how to lead the
country well and good. So un-
doubtedly it would be a daunt-
ing task for AL, and | believe
they can not afford to do any
Jross mistake this time. On
the other hand, BNP is better
off in the sense that they can

easily gain public support by’

showing mere gentlemanly at-

“titude. say for example. if BNP

openly congratulate AL for
their vietory and accept d.icat
without any shame or hesita-
tion. it will no doubt, boost up
the popularity of BNP a lot.

One doesn't have to pay o ap-
preciate something. Oppeosi-
tion doesn't mean you have to
oppose all the time. Why not

Forn ol s WUrecr W

dur.:l it. BNP or AL or anyone
else for that matter. Efforts
needed by BNP to keep up a

' good image as opposition will

be far less than that needed by
AL to present a good pgovern-
ment to the people. If history
is meant for taking lessons
then BNP should not do what
AL did as opposition and AL
should not do what BNP did as
the ruling party. One thing |
have been watching lately in
SCBH is a lot of discussion, de-
bate and argument about who
clid what, how. why and when
during the liberation war. The
fact I would like to point out is
‘history is for taking lessons
not for debate’.
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 Bangladeshis i the Space Program

Azadul Hcaq

Hrahman@uworldnet.att. net
USA:

Shullte Columbia went up
again today for a 14 day mis- «
sion. The mission number is
STS-78. This mission is going
lo perform some Life Science
and Micro Gravity experi-
ments, We are five
Bangladeshis here at the John-
son OSpace Center, NASA,
Houston Texas working in the
space program. We feel proud
to be Bangladeshi and work for
the Space Program. It is a dif-
ferent feeling altogether.

Hasan Rahman (Ratan Bhai)
is our supervisor. He has 26
people working for him. We
are among them. Monazer
Faruque (Isaac), Naser Ayub
(Naser], Saeed Siddique
(Saeed) and 1 work at the Life
Sciences Data Systern. We sup-
port the ground data system.’
When shuttle goes up like to-
day, it keeps sending stream-
ing data through the satellite
to the mission control. Mission
control then re-routes the rel-
evant data to place where |
work. Isaac, Naser and Saeed
along with three more pro-
grammers wrote the software
which routes the data to the
Science Monitoring Area
(SMA) where all the scientists
along with Hasan watch the
data and perfom experiments.
| am writing the software
which will allow these Princi-
pal Investigator (PI) or scien-
tists to watch the data through
the Internet. 1 am also doing
some animation work for an-
other project.

| just wanted to share with
my fellow Bangladeshi netters
that we Bangladeshis given
chances CAN do many things. I
hope and pray someday
Bangladesh will also join in the
space program (is it too much
of a dream ) ! May be we will
not build rockets; but we
surely can write software and
other necessary algorithms for
the space prograan and then
sell to the vendors who builds

the shuttles and rockets,

b

‘We may not have natural re-
sources to build rockets. Hut

‘we sure do have lot of brains
‘and talents to surprize the

world. Let's all pray and work
hard for Bangladesh, so that
our future pgenerations will

have a sonar Bangla again.
...definitely proud to be a

saif@jove.acs.unt.edu ‘
University of North Texas
USA: _
Congratulations!! We are
proud of you all too. It will be
great if you inform use about
the space program time to
time through this news-
group.Wish you all the best.

Mohammed Hasan
hasanm@bnr.ca *
Canada; :

I feel great as if I am a part
of the team. Keep it up!

Azadul Haq, USA: Correc-
tion to the previous post.

The current mission STS-
78 is for 17 day . not 14 day
that 1 wrote. We were all ex-
cited about the lift off yester-
day we | did not calcuate the
days properly. The astronauts
will be back on July 7.

Sorry for the mistake.

Ihtisham Kabir
kabir@Eng. Sun.COM
USA:

Way Cool. We are proud of
you.
Azadul Haq, USA: | am more
than sure that there are hun-
dreds of Bangladeshis around
the world who are holding key
positions in husincss:s and
universities.

As just a computer profes-
sional, 1 do NOT consider my-
self holding a key position
anyway. The reason | post the
msg has to do our pride. |
thought If the Bangladeshis
around the globe who are hold-
ing exciting: positions would
share their experience, we

~would be more proud. And that

wotild boest thexenthuﬂaﬂn of
the new generations,
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- YOU REALLY ANOW HOW
TO RUIN ALL THE FUN TOM!




