. The Daily Star

-

i

|

- time we suggest that a system for monitoring the

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali

| Dhaka Wednesday. June 26,1996 |
PM's Policy Speech

We heartened the substance of the ’
speech Minister Sheikh Hasina delivered
to the nation on hér assumption of office. By no

means has it been a customary policy speech. Nor
did she allow her emotions a free play which

could have happened given the fact that Awami
League is back to power after a lapse of two
decades.

With a steady sense of commitment, relevance
and direction, she has identified the priorities
before her new ment. She has also set the
order in which she wants to address them. From
this point of view, her presentation has been
more than a reiteration of her election pledges.

Her top-most priority to rid the society of a
debilitating sense of insecurity born of armed ter-
rorism, dastardly murders. extortion and free-
for-all striking of fear in the minds of people,

should find instant favour across the political
spectrum.

The women's issues deserved a focus of atten-
tion in her speech not only because they consti-

tute 50 per cent of the population but also by
virtue of a record turn-out they have shown at the |
polls. The PM has referred to repression of
women and their dire need for security in the
street and at the work-places. We would like to
see an exhaustive plan of action geared to uplift
the status of women.

We see eye to eye with her crystalised goals to
strengthen the parliamentary system through an
effective exchange of opinions cutting across
party lines. The long-pending taskS to separate
the judiciary from the executive and make the
radio and television autonomous have fallen on
the shoulders of the new government and the
new PM has pledged to address them immedi-
ately. We suggest a committee of experts be set
up, so far as freeing radip and television from
government control is concerned. We need to go
into the various details of the structural changes
involved for the conversion. This will help the
parliamentarians legislate on the subject

appropriately.
Sheikh Hasina has made significant commit-
ments in her speech of Monday. We look forward

to her starting to implement, even one or two of
them, immediately

Outrageous Indifference

Once again there have been deaths in garments
factories. The cause behind the loss of lives, as in
most of the previous incidents, is stampede that
followed fires in two factories. The fire as such
did not kil but led the panicking garments
workers inside to a suicidal run for their lives.
This shows that the garments factories had done
nothing to improve the working facilities and
least of all to provide the workers with any emer-
gency exit. Despite repeated pleas and warnings,
the factories continue to use the entrance as the
only exit point. The fact that garments factories

have been set up in commercial ‘buildings without
any special provision for the extra electricity

load and exits — is responsible for the recurrence
of such tragedies.

It is high time now to make if mandatory that
a) the factories have at least two emergency exits:
b) a process be started to relocate the garments

factories in an area where better working
facilities can be provided.

We do not ask the factory owners to invest
beyond their means in creatingd facilities but they
must not ignore the minimum standards for
safety. They can set aside a special fund for im-
proving the conditions progressively. At the same

electricity wires, machines and equipment be
mandatorily developed in all the factories. Even
monitoring of the infrastructural development
should be desirable on the part of the administra-
tion. |

As for the deaths in the two Mirpur factories,
. their owners must be made to pay an adequate

I If prosecution is carried out against some insen-

compensation. The legal side cannot be ignored.

sitive factory owners, others will not dare take
the issue of improving facilities in the garments
factories lightly. | |

Comstsor Tor Poos

The number of people who can afford to spend
less than one dollar a dav is increasing world-

| wide. But the standard of living in the developing

world has improved significantly along with that
of the developed world.

For the present our concern is that more and
more people are living in extreme poverty. The
' benefit of development in the developing world is

yet to reach the people of the lower strata. Evi-
| dently, a drastic social polarisation is taking
place. The great strides in developmerit over the
last decade or so have completely left out more
than 1.31 billion of people the world over.

There is an argument that these unfortunate
people will start getting benefits of economic de-
velopment at some later stages if growth contin-
~ues. But the World Bank's latest revelation hardly
gives any hope. If the polarisation continues for
another 10 to 20 years, will there be any chance
to reach the benefits to such a large number of

q people?
Even if we shy away from the equity issues, let

us at least face the fairnessfissue in economic

growth, and refocus our attention on the plight of
the poor. » .
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le circulated in t
wﬁ%u seeks 1o co-
the economic situation

mpare
in Pakistan today with that
availing in.Mexico prior (o the

ec crash in 1994. To
quote r the last three
years, Pakistan's macroeco-

nomic performance has been
disappointing. Real income per
capita has hardly grown, while
inflation and urban unemp-
Whe t have I;Iu-n Although
the country s -term gro-
wth patmtr;l ::?mnl hv‘;u
rab lhgnlpﬂ':tl for sustained
non- tionary gro-wth ol per
capita income are fra t with
serious downside ris .dlhpr

. remains overly ;
endant on the cotion sector
and highly vulnerable to
external shocks and financial
instability. Because of the
unfavourable economic perfor-
mance, there has been a
noticeable rise in social and
political pressures and loss of
popularity for the current
government,

Concerned about potential
short-termn adverse impact of
economic IdeJllITE}'lnl or key
interest groups. the govern
ment deddedpm June 1995 to
slow down the pace of re-
forms. However, this decision
led to loss of credibility of gov-
ernment's macroegonoemic
olicies. emergence serious
scal and financial imbalances
and eventually financial turbu-
lence. Although the authorities
are now ftrying to steer the
economy back on track, and
thanks to cotton's bumper
crop economic growth is fore
cas! Lo accelerate. neverthe-
less, Pakistan's macroeco
nomic/financial problem is
much more serious than as-
sumed by the authorities "All
in all, this is rather a damning
indictment of Ms Benazir
regime s economic policies.

As a participant in the
North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) — Europe

meeting ' of the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Washington
DC in May 1994, one devel-

0 an inferiority complex at
the scornful arrogance of the
senior Mexican bureaucrats

technocrats
Aware that NAFTA's
gence had ensured the com-
mercial world's intense ex-
citement at Mexico's avaflabil-
ity as an indusirial post
just south of the US border,

and present.

these rmment functionar-
les no bones about their
utter contempt for the low-life
we were resentative of the
third world. "Miracle-worker”
US educated economist Presi-
dent Jorge Carlos Salinas was
eulogi in God-like esteem.

Pride cometh before a fall
and by the end of 1994 a
series of political assassina-
tions and a sharp rise in US in-
terest rates led to a substantial
reduction of capital inflows
fand su t outflows) re-

iring a arp reduction in
the Mexican current account
deficit (8 per cent of GDP).
Continuing outflows brought
massive re on the cur-
re to devalue. With steep
decline in official reserves apd
heavy selling pressures in
domestic financial markets.
the Mexican ° " was al-
lowed (o float. thus rapidly in-
creasing the dollar linked
debt. e domestic interest
rates Were then raised to stem
the outflow of capital but this
significantly increased the
amount of non-performing
loans of the banking system.
most of which in any case had
been given to favourites of the

ruling clique, thus threatening
compiete collapse of the bank-
ing system.

To contain the ble re-
sultant anarchy from eventually
spilling over its borders into
the American heartland, the
UUS President circumvented
US Congress in organising a
massive rescue of al-
most US830 billlon in loans
and guaraniees from the IMF
and the US (another US 810-
12 billion was arr by the
Mexican govt, se ellﬁi. a Lo-
tal of about USS840 billion. It
may be noted that the political
assassinations carried out were

emer-

of political reformers who had
upset hard-line members of

their own party for campaign-

ing against corruption among
the ruling coterie draining the
country of foreign excha
and commensurately raising
the domestic debt.

Today Raul Salinas, (then)
Huﬂn;{ﬁaltnu’ brother, is
accused mitm.nlnhT at least
700 secret accounts in differ-
ent banks in many countries.
Former President Salinas
himself lives in absolute
in the US in self-

since he detention
on various criminal counts.
This was "the stufl™ of the
Mexican “mir *. Our current

| SEE IT

most “Immediate” nature. in-
duced by wrong macro policies
and in ate response as
well as adverse political devel-
opments (2] extermal shoeks
such as substantial deteriora-
tion in Pakistan terms of trade
i.e. falling cotton and
rising oil prices, increase in
international interest rates.
reduction in workers remit-
tances, worsening law and
order situation. scenarjos
termed as of "moderate” like-
lihood in the “short and
medium term” induced by ex-
s e omamrs
sc hr

build-up of domestic and in-
ternal debt, rapid domestic

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

situation can be to
that of Mexico In 1| ie.
large short-term cur-

rency dominated debt is in ex-
cess of official fore ex-
change reserves (for ex-
change reserves UUSS1.3 billlon
while [orei currency de-
is are 7.4 billion) but
there are critical differences
that ects us from Mexico's
fate te the best efforts of
V A Jalary and Qazi Alimullah
to scuttle the economic equi-
librium by following a virtually
insane economic ey of
#n relief

adding to taxation
across the board is :
Pakistan is vulnerable to
major dpwnside risks resulting
in llwmﬁmﬁh Of even eco-
nomic apse, viz (1) sudden
outflow of capital collapse of
exchange rate and serious

banking crisis ca financial
instability, mm% by

the World Bank Report as one
ol "high” likelihood and of al-

expansion, accelera infla-
tion and exchange r:ltl:'dcpn-

"medium term” Induced
loose filscal and accomumodat -
ing monetary policies and (4)
slowdown and reversal of
siructural reforms in areas of

trade, taxation and vatina-
tion leading to fiscal and lal-
ance of yments problems
and of h, sce-

narios termed "moderate (o
high” in the "medium term”
induced by ylelding to pras-
sures from interest groups.
Of the foreign currency de-
godt (FCDws) amoun to USS
4 bllhen US 86 billlon be-
to | als and the re-
mainder (US 81 4 billlon) to
foreign banks. We have 2.15
million ounces ol in State
Bank of Pakistan's (SBF's) vault
worth USS 900 milllon and of
the resident accounts 60-70

per cent is pledged to cover

domestic loans and thus can-
not take wings easily. Our eco-
nomic grave-diggers do not
seem o take into account en-
casemenit of bills. worth
US 81 5 billien at anv given
time. Unlike Mexico 90 per
cent of our debt siill remains
medium to long-term. God for-
bid thai! there is a large cash
putflow (US S 1-2 billi or
should individual depositors
try ing their funds out (like
it BBH ha in Novem-
ber 1995). Pakistan's
will not crash as the ‘I’nrlg
Bank pessimists seem to be

. in a worst-case sce-
nario it will SLIDE. Mexico's
debt was (and is)] much larger.
g:ﬂlﬂruﬂurt was far

oyrs and its economy

vulnerable to the rise and
of US interest rates. Pakistan s

lfguidity reguirement in a
deomsday scenaric weuld be

Jess than USS 3 billion lie.
one-tenth of Mexico's). Some
worried but patriotic tech-
nocrats not so enamoured of
the World Bank and IMF as the
likes of Ms Jafarey. Alimullah.
etc had unoffici fand inde-
pendently) ined up the re-
clluimd liquidity in Eowmhﬂ
995, just in case

The price of the Pakistan
ru against the US dollar is
likely to slide but not plum-
mﬂ.lfnlng down to Rs 50 to
the U$ dollar in controlied
fashion by end December
1996. In 199]1. the Russian
rouble was 5-6 against the US
dollar. today it is 2000 roubles
plus. If the Pakistan rupee
slides as expected, an average
refrigerator that would nor
mally cost Rs. 15 000 would
end up costing Rs 40 000 and
even more aking inte ac-
count nflation and deplation of
purchasing power, a person
who today earns Rs. 5000 has
to spend more than Rs. 5 900
to maintain the same lifestyle

in ison to January 1995
while his urchuu:ﬁ power of
Ra 5.000 has eroded down to

Rs 4.100 Aflter a sustained

slide and into account
the Ernposcd taxation that
purchasing power may well be
a fraction of that
Without an increase

to 36 t]]::r cent of ah;t:mmhg take-
home, annual of
four menths HJM-
vidual has either to acquire
debts (or sell off assets) to
meet his obligations or be

amount.

somehow. falling in line with

the becomes an omly

option. this is still goed

news. if the economy even
these

if we do not send our ¢
to school.

The eflfect of even a partial
collapse will be a vast social
upheaval on the lines of the
French or Irantan revolution.
The Law Enforcement Agen-
cies (LEAs) will themselves be
eflected, their discipline will
be subjected to a severe test.
Anarchy is not a distinct pos-
sibility, it will become rea
on the pattern of Rwanda
Liberia. Marie Antoinette's
naive plaint to let the
eat cakes If they cannot get
bread” will not remain a funny

story anymore.

~will

. BNP government in 1

JAHANARA IMAM

The Struggle Continues

HIS year, on the sec-

by Farida Akther
ond an of de-

T ond mersany
ath of Jahanara Imam,

the leader of the movement

nst communal and anti-
liberation forces in Bangla-
desh, we are remembering her
in a different context. First of
all. we are happy to know that
the government has decided to
withdraw the sedition case
against her and 23 others
colleagues of her involved with
the People's Court, the
Gonoadalat. If it is done she
be no niore a
"Rastradrohi’.

The case was filed by the
be-
cause of the mock trial she or-
ganised against Golam Azam,
the war criminal of 1971. It
was held at a ple’'s court,
called the Gonoadalat, under
the leadership of Jahanara
Imam. The Gonoadalat was at-
tended by hundreds and thou-
sands of people from all walks
of life. Of course, the verdict of
the Gonoadalat never could be
implemented. However. the
exercise achieved the immedi-

ale goal: the recapturing of
ethical and moral grounds of
the society. The regime in
r reacted back. n.oa.dpcr'
sons holding the Go alat
were called Rastradrohi,
against whom the sedition case
was filed. o )
Jahanara [mam fought
against the anti-liberation
forces until the last day of her
life. She died on June 26,
1994 in Michigan, USA where
she went for regular treatment

of cancer. Her bod was
brought back to Bangl for
burial. She was still a

"Rastradrohi’. However, free-
dom fighters along with the
people attending her funeral
offered her the last ceremonial
farewell in sobre and befitting
manner with guard of honour.
When the non-party care-
taker government was formed
in April this year, the
Sammilita Narisamaj, the col-
lective women's front of
Bangladesh, went to see the
Chiel Adviser with several de-
mands. One of the important
demands was to withdraw the

'I'*‘I'****I******iii*i***l‘k*t*i'Ii':l'#*'l".l'i*tﬂii***ﬂ'**ﬂi*ii**iiii*’b***iﬂ"l*

Recalling Her Life

by Prof Roushan Ara Hoque

UNE 26 is the second

anniversary of death of

‘Shaheed Janani' Jaha-
nara Imam. She. by her indo-
mitable spirit and unequivocal
patriotic zeal, had inspired the
nation against the anti-
Liberation forces who col-
laborated with the occupation
army and carried on genocide
in 1971 killing 30 lacs of in-
nocent Bangladeshis and
violating the dignity of three
lacs of women. Long 21 years
after the War of Liberation she

had formed a Ghatak Dalal -

Nirmul Somonnoy Committee
in 1992 for the trial of the
chiel collaborator and his
associates. She at first
demanded the trial of the
killers of her husband and son.,
and ultimately her demand war
transformed into a national
movement for the trial of all
war criminals who acted as
killers and c¢ollaborators
during the Liberation War of

Bangladesh.

Born on 29 May, 1929 in
Sundarpur  village of
Murshidabad, Jahanara Imam
started her career as a teacher
and later on became the
Headmistress of Siddheshwari
Girls' School, Dhaka, and con-
tinued in that t up to 1959,
Her husband Mr Sharif Imam
was an engineer living at their
residence of New Elephant
Road, Dhaka. She did her M A
in 1964 and M Ed in 1966 and
served in the Teachers'
Training College for some
time. Her eldest son Rumi was
born in 1951 and younger son
Jami in 1954. She engaged
herself in cultural and liter
activities. She with her son
Rumi was actively involved in
the mass upsurge of 1969.
After Mareh 25, 1971 she had
inspired Rumi to jein the
Liberation War and to fight
against the enemy. She herself
used to supply her son and
other freedom fighters with
food and necessary information
she epuld gather. Rumi used to

help the guerilla army by sup-
lying them with information.
ood and necessary equipment
as well.

August 29, 1971 was the
most critical day in the life of
Jahanara Imam, as at midnight
the army had arrested Mr
Sharif Imam with his two sons
and three others of the house.

mi was then a student of

UET and Jami. in school. All
of them were very cruelly tor-
tured continuously for three
days but the occupation forces
could not leak out any secret
from them. Then all of them
were released but Rumi was
kept under their custody from
where he never returned. Mr
Sharif could not stand the

hysical and mental torture for
ong and breathed his last on
14 December '71. On 16
December Jahanara Imam ob-
served both the Qul Khwani of
her husband and the Victory
Day of the country at the same

time. These two shocks of
death of her son and husband
and the joy of liberation at
‘which. all of them had great
sacrifices, had transformed
her into an iron-minded lady
with strong determination and
patriotic zeal. The diary she
used to keep of 4hose critical
daiﬂ was later on published as
"Ekatturer Dinguli* which
brought international reputa-

tion for her as a writer. At

home she was honoured with
Bangla Academy Award and a
special . prize from the
Banglades
She wrote seven other books
which bé regarded as

may
- of the treasures of Bangla liter-

ature.

Jahanara Imam was most
well-known as a freedom
fighter and as the mother of
her m son Rumi. But in
1992 she sudde a ed
in the political horizon of

e
wi

the younger generation
the ermination to put the

Lekhika Sangha.

and Deeds

collaborators of 1971 under
trial. She had taught them that
according to the laws of
International Court of Justice
war criminals and their collab-
orators can legally be placed
under trial even after long
lapse of time. They can also be
put under trial again and again

- until proper punishment can

be given on the basis of strong
evidences. In co-operation
with man{wpﬂtrinta and intel-
lectuals she formed Ghatak
Dalal Nirmul Committee con-
sisting of 12 judges with her-
self as its chief. On 26th
March, 1992 a public court of
mock trial of all the collabora-
tors in the Suhrawardy Uddyan
in presence of thousands of
people was held, The effigy of
the chief collaborator was
bumt amidst feeling of strong
wrath and vengeance of the
bereaved relatives of the vic-
tims of their cruel deeds. The
chief collaborator was accused
of 10 criminal offences which
were punishable with death
sentence. The court and its
trial were mock. But the public
wrath created there was inten-
sive and she appealed to the
overnment for the trial of all
the war criminals in the court
according to the laws of the
International Court of Justice.
But, as if in retaliation, the
then ment had brought
non-bailable charges of anti-

state activities st 24 or-
sers incl 12 judges of
t mock court. Later on all of

thermn were granted bail but the
:har&: of anti-state activities
remained on all of them. On
28th March, 1993 Jahanara
Imam was wounded on her Jeg
by a lathi charge of police. She
was leading a procession de-
manding the trial of the col-
laborators.

In course of time she had
become a national with
immense popularity. But the
killer disease of cancer did not
allow her to fulfil her mission.
On 25th March, 1994 she had

W

commemorated the genocide”
of 1971 by leading a proces-
sion of thousands of people
marching from the Shaheed
Minar with burning candles in
their hands. At the end of the
march she had again pro-
nounced the judgement on the
War Criminals in a coarse voice
but with strong determination.
Leaving the inspired new
eneration behind to carry out
er mission at home Jahanara
Imam had to go to Detroit,
USA for the treatment of
cancer. On 26th June she
breathed her last in the hospi-
tal leaving a message for all the
patriotic citizens of the coun-
to continue the movement
till its success so that the new
eneration can safely live and
edicate themselves for the
development of the sovereign
country. |
Her mortal remains were
brought to Dhaka and she was
buried with the charge of anti-
state activities on her head.
She was that patriot but
charged as traitor at whose
death the President, Prime
Minister and the leader of the
opposition sent separate mes-
sages of consolation to the be-
reaved family. What an irony!
All the newspapers had
brought out- special supple-
ments describing her great
contribution to the nation.
Many condolence meetings
were held at home and abroad.
Jahanara Imam was that rare
example of patriot' who died
with that charge of treachery
on her head. She was the
mother of shaheed Rumi, and
as such mother of all the sha-
heeds. That's why she is called
the 'Shaheed Janani' by all.

We pray for her d ed
soul and note with t that
the charge of treac has of
late been Iifted from . We

urge the new government to
bring all the war criminals un-
der trial so that her mission is
fuilfilled and in future no such
crimes on humanity are com-
mitted.

_Prabartana

sedition case against Jahanara
Imam and her 23 colleagues.
The members of thé Narisamayj
were told that there cannot be
any case against a "dead” per-
son. This was not a satisfactory
response to the demands of
the members ol Narisamaj. It
seemed that Chief Adviser
missed the point the women's
movement of Bangladesh was
raising. Is Jahanara Imam,
dead or alive, a "Rastradrodi”
or not, that is the issue? Is she
not a symbol of our liberation?
If she is "Rastrodrohi' then
what is the state we are deal-
ing with? Who decides? She is
"seditious” against whom? The
question pertains not to any
judicial procedure or empty
rhetoric. It is a question that
raises the fundamerntal nature
of 1he state, We needed an af-
firmation from the caretaker

rnment that the state still

Ids the spirit of the lihera-
tion war. Honestly, we were
disappointed at that moment.
However. we are now pleased
to see that the caretaker gov-
ernment took the decision to
withdraw the case before her
second death anniversary,
although it is perhaps a bit late
for such a decision.

The election of June 12 has
rather implémented the ver-
dict of the Gonoadalat. Golam
Azam's party Jamaat-e-Islami
was virtually rejected by the
voters of Bangladesh. It could
obtain only three seats in the
parliament, whereas they had
16 seats in the 5th Parliament.
The movement led by Jahanara
Imam, later carried on by the
people of Bangladesh has
started to demonstrate its
glory. Election results are
quite significant from this per-
spective to note on the day of
the death anniversary of
Jahanara Imam.

Nm'igmntha Prabartana. as a
women s bookstore and pub-
lishing house has been in-
volved in exposing the contri-
bution of women in the libera-
tion war of Bangladesh. In
1990, it held the first women
freedom fighters' meeting at
the Central Shaheed Minar in
Dhaka. It was attended by
many women freedom fighters
coming from different parts of

adesh. We came in con-
tact with Jahanara Imam at
that time, who immediately
appreciated the idea ve
much and attended the meet-

* ing. At that time. she warned

everybady about the rise of the
communal and anti-liberation
forces. She had to launch a na-
tionwide movement in 1992
when Jamaat-e-Islami officially
declared Golam Azam as its
Amir, i.e. the chief of their
party. Through her movement
she became the Shaheed
Janani. or the mother of the
martyrs of the cﬂuntlz. The
young generation who did not
even Rumi. all identified
themselves as Rumi. her son,
and called her "mother” Her
personality and affection as a
mother in personal interac-
tions and as a leader in the
movement inspired the entire
country. The spirit of the lib-
eration war was revived. [t was
an u t task. because, for a
long time, Bangladesh was un-
der 1he rule of military and au-
locratic governments.

In 1994 Narigrantha
ve a citizen's re-
ception to honour Jahanara
Imam on the occasion of the
Infternational Women s It
wias attended by people from

shock
sentiments of -the people
been exploited to get votes
during this election. Afttacks

strong and united
somewhere up
:'hi: is smil
e U oot e
terrain of land and rivers eof

Bangladesh
for a

. all walks of life. Sufia Kamal

chaired the meeting. They
both were sitting on the
um decorated with

owers. Both had garland of
roses around their neck. Laila
Hasan and her group Natraj
ﬂrcunted a dance rn their

onour, Then man le
spoke about her cun{ri ution.
Both Jahanara Imam and Sufia
Kamal had tears in their eyes.
The audience became emo-
tional as much as they did.
Jahanara Imam in fact was very
sick at that time. She was in

pain. yet she spoke for 453"

minutes. She gave the most
powerful
ol et
was her last in i

It was a where Sljtﬂlinc—

spired everyone to continue

struggle against the communal
forces as well as against the

war criminals.

Within four months,
Jahanara Ilmam died. | still can
hear her voice spe to me
as if straight from the podium.
She is no more with us. It is
like a fee of emptiness, as
if we have lost everything we
had. Soon we had to remember
that we must carry on the
movemernt. When we are active
we instantly feel her touch and
ca love. _

N antha Prabartana held

a wee exhibition of pho-
tographs of Jahanara Imam in
her personal life ‘and in the

movement. In the discussion
sessions held everyday at the
bookstore, people came to
speak their about her.
In 1995, on the occasion of
the first death anniversary of
Jahanara Imam, N antha
Prabartana took the initiative
along with Projonmo Ekattoor
and Bangladesh Moahila
Parishad to demand that the
road, which is presently
known as Old Elephant Road
(from Gousia market to Bata
corner), shaofild be named as
"Jahanara Imam Sarak". A hu-
man chain was made to de-
mand for the road. This time,
in a changed situation we have
again demanded for the nam-
ing of the road. Sammilita Nari
Samaj has also taken up the
demand and is observing the
death anniversary along with
other o tions. The Mayor
of the Dhaka City Corgoration
was approached Samrmilita
Narisamaj and Narigrantha
Prabartana on 23rd June for
his cooperation. We have got
assurance from him that he is

going to take necess steps
to name the road as Jahanara
Imam Sarak.

The movement against

communalism and the anti-lib-
eration forces is where she

will always remain alive and
with us.
election is a small signal that

e result of the 1996

her movement is in the win-
ning. However, it is not en
that Jamaat-e-Islami as a
could not win the election.

Jamaat only represents a frag-

ment of the force we are
struggling against. We have to
fight against all the trends of

communalism nurtured and

racticed by all the major po-
itica]ﬁgartltu, We are quite

to see how religious
ave

on the minority communities
after the election is also a

great shame for us.

In the second year of her

departure fromm us we are noi

We rather
I know
in the clouds
like a child as

: and below. un-

mnurnlng. are

are silently waiting
MOTI SO0 .
She is rain

to us., our

mother.



