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BNPPP meets
tomorrow

The parliamentary ;:.arty
meeting of the Bangladesh Na
tionalist Party (BNP) will be
held tomorrow at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban at 5 pm. All
BNP MPs have been requested
to attend the mereting on time,
said a press release yesterday.

reports UNB.

Khaleda shocked

BNFP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yrntrrdg ex-
pressed deep shock at loss
of lives and in devas-
tating fire in city's two gar-
menls {actories on Monday In
a condelence mfl?f. she
prayed for salvation the de-
parted souls and cenveyed
lz:nwy to the members of
L eaved families. Begum
Zia wished the injured work-
“ers early r . Meanwhile
the B chairperson visited
the two garments factories last
night and talked ic some of
{gﬂaﬁtﬂed people, reports

US envoy meets
CEC

US Ambassador David N
Merrill vesterday called on
Chief Election Commissioner
Mohammad Abu Hena at the
Election Commission Secre-
tariat in the city. an EC press
release gaid. the meet-
ing the US ambassador con-

atulated the Chief Electi

for holding a
smooth, free. neutral and
transparent election in the
country. reports BSS.

Two bodies
recovered

By Staff Correspondent

Police recovered two bod
ies in the city yesterday.

Tejgaon police recovered
the body of an unidentified
maile, aged about 30, from the
lake near the Nerth Plaza of
the Bhaban at around
10:30 am. police said

There were marks of in-

juries over the which was
sent to the Dha Medical
College Hospital [(DMCH)
morgue for autopsy.

Police also retévered the
body of an umidentified male
about 35. from a ditch at
yesterday The

body was sent to the for

autopsy police said.
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Body to work on pay commission soon

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday categorically
said that the parliamentary
committees would not be
headed by ministers for the
sake of ensuring transparency
of her government, reports
UNB.

"“There was opposition to
this decision from ourselves,
but I decided to do so.,” the
Prime Minister said while ad-
dressing secretaries and other
senior government officials at a
meeting at the Bangladesh
Secretariat yesterday morning.

She said the main objective
of her rmment would be to
bring about economic emanci-
pation and lmp:iuv: the condi-
..

"You are accountable to the

ple. People are the owner
of this Republic and vou. are
their servants. You are Lhe olli-
cials of the republic and do not
belong to any party.” she told
the meeting.

Recalling their role in
establishing people's voting
rights, the Prime Minister
said, "People could vote freely
for your role during the
movement.”

“l. on behalf of my govern-
ment, assure you that we will
not politicise the administra-
tion. You had been victimised,
harassed and repressed in the
past, but my government will
not do so."

Hasina said merit and effi-
ciency would only be the
yardstick for promotion and

transfer of government officials
and sought their allout cooper-
Aation in implementing her
pledges to improve the lot of

the e.
'l'ﬂe g-lme Minister assured
the officials of her govern-

ment's initiative to introduce
rules of business for a better

worki atmoaﬁh:n:. She also
assured that her government

Hasina thanks
Khaleda

Prime Minister
Hasina thanked Be-
g:m Khaleda Zia and her

ngladesh Nationalist Party
for c atulating her on as
suming the office of Prime
Minister, reports UNB.

In reply to the BNP chair-
person's congratulation letter.
the Prime Minister Also sought
allout cooperation of Begum
Zia and her party in running

Sheikh

national consensus.
She wished Begum Zia, the
former prime minister., good

health.

the state affairs on the basis ol

would give special attention to
ensure that the government
officials work with freedom

and d}_gmt ;

Referring to the country's
shattered economy, the Prime
Minister stressed the need for
attracting foreign investment
for which, she said, improve-
ment of law and order is the
vital precondition.

She also asked the officials
to simplify the investment
procedure.

Hasina said her government
would give thrust on the edu-
cation sector and on curbing
terrorism. "Side by side we
will have to create employ-
ment opportunity for the
unémployed youths." she said.

"Everything would be Ritile

A fire service man pumping out stagnant ri ';n-r rom
inside the Bangladesh Secretanat yesterday

Ministers won't head JS
committees: Hasina

Minister) will have no mea

il we fail to improve the pre-
sent condition of common
people.” she said.

Your are the key to runnin
the governmient,” Hasina sal
seeking their cooperation in
building up the country.

Earlier, Cabinet g’ecrctar}r
A?;uhur Rahman congratulated
Sheikh Hasina on her assump-
tion of the office of Prime Min-
ister and assured allout coop-
eration in running the gov-
ernment. '

The Cabine! Secretary said
better ralppnrl between the
political leadership and the
administration will help reach
the rlesired goal.

A number of secreiarics
pointed oul various problems

See Page 12 col 6
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The election to the 30 re
served seats ol the Jatiya
Sa for women will be
. the Election
Commission announced yes-

o thn'r schedule,
s will be re-

pa
the urning Officer

retariat here. The scrutiny ol
the nomination rs will
take place the same

The last date for withdrawal
of nominations has been fixed
on

the Constitution,
woruen members are elected

direct of the
members of parliament
clected in the election

Meanwhile, the Election
Commission in a separate

netification nted
' Secretary of the
Election Commission Secre-

green space has sparked off
resentment am
and different loc

residents
Organisa -

Election
., for women on July 7

- —

to reserved seats

tariat, M A Mannan as Return-
ing Oflicer and Depuly Secre
tary Badruddoza Sarker as As
sistant Returning Officer under
Section 6 of the esenta-
tion of the People Order It
also appointed three polling
olficers.

The Election Commission
earlier divided the whole
country into 30 regions for

AL invites
applications

The Bangladesh Awami
League parliamentary board
'sterday inviled applications
nomination in reserved
women's seats in parliament, a
party press release sald in the
city night, reports BSS
Intending candidates have
been requested to collect pre-
scribed application form from
the party's central office at

Bangabandhu Avenue from to-
day at a cost of Taka 500 and

submit after properly filling it

up with photograph and
Taka 5000 by 5 pm on June
28.

By Morshed Ali Khan
mun, a young resident of Road

No 6.
In August, 1995, the PWD
started fifling a part of the lake

at the end of d No. 5 to
construct housing units for of-
ficials. The PWD had to aban-
don the project at that time as
residents vehemently opposed
tne move and tumed back the

Later in same year,

au-
therisatiom from the PWD
(fowner of the land) for this
The pump-house is now in op-
eration.

The housing units now un
der constraction will accom
modate senior officials of the
Mirndstry of Law .Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs. said a

election to the 30 reserved
women seals under the Repre-
sentation of People Order,

1973
The regions are; Woman
seat-1, Panchagarh, Tahkur-

gaon and Dinajpur districts, 2
Nilphamari, Lalmenirhat and
Rangpur districts, 3. Kurigram
and Gailbandha districts., 4
Joypurhat and Bogra, 5. Siraj-
ganj and Pabna districts, 6
Nawabgulgl and Rajshahi dis-
tricts. 7/ Noagaon and Naiore
districts, 8. Kushtia, Meherpur
and Chuadanga districts, 9
Jhenidah, Narail and Magura
districts, 10. Jessore and
Satkhira districts, 11. Bagher-
hat and Khulna districts, 12
Patuakhali, Barguna, and Bola
districts, 13. Barisal, Jha
lakhati and Plrojpur districis,
14 Tangail district. 15 Ja-
malpur and Sherpur districts
16. Mymensingh district, 17
Netrokona and Kishoregan
districts, |18 Manikgan| an

Dohar. Nawabgan|. Keranigani
Savar and Dhamrai thanas of
Dhaka district. 19. Dhaka dis-
trict without Ddhar. Nawab-

See Page 12 col 7

Housing defeats greenery

nior engineer of the PWD.
ach building will be con-
structed on 1,500 square feet
and the remaining space will
be used for parking and other
facilities, he said.
"As far as | can see there
will be no problem for the res-

idents of the area if these
buildings are constructed.”
said the that

engineer
the PWD had to -M".’lle”‘l-c‘ll
occupants from the site before
for the construction.
decision to construct
housing units there was saken
at very high level meetings.
which were attended by advis-
ers in the caretaker govern-
ment.” he sald.

A resident of Road No. 15
sald. "Look at the condition of
other parts of the lake and its
green . "Some officials of
the itsell is running a
basti (slum) at the end of Road

See Page 12 col 8
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No new minister

likely before
JS session
By Reaz Ahmad

Expansion ol the council ol
ministers is unlikely belore the
first session of the sevenih
Jatliya Sangsad. according to
official sources. -

The first session of Parlia-
ment may begin in the second
week of July, the sources said.

But the Prime Minister has
not yet requested the Presi-
dent to summon the new par-
liament into session, sources
in the PM's Secretariat and the
Parliament Secretariat told
The Daily Star yesterday.

Meanwhile. the Election
Commission announced yes-
terday that election to the 30
reserved seats for women in
the parliament will be held on
July 7.

A minister, when contacted
last night, confirmed to this
correspondent that Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina did
not vet discuss with senior
party leaders and her cabinet

t>ee Page 12 Col 3
Garments fire:
Probe body

formed

By Staff Correspondent

The Fijre Service and Civil
Defence department formed a
three-member committee yes-
terday to investigate into the
fire incident in two garments
factories at Mirpur in the city
in which at least 11 workers
were Kkilled in stamped and
due to suffocation Monday
aftermoon.

The committee headed by
Depuly Director of the de

rtment AYM Hashmat Ullah

as been asked to submit its
report within a week. accord-
ing to fire service sources.

Meanwhile, police searched
the premises of the affected
arments factories — Trimode

nce Lid. and Suntex Fashion
Ltd — located in the top four
floors of the six-storied build-
ing of Sofura Khatun Super
Market. There was no report
of any more death in the inci-
dent till last night. police
source said.

Of the 11 victims., eight
were identified as Siraj. 16;
Meorfum. 30: Mahmuda. 40;
Monwara. 15; Shima. 15;
Helena 20; Monwara Begum.
17 and Parvin. 20.

Their bodies were handed
over to their relatives after au-
topsy at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) yes-
terday allernooii. hospital
sources said. The bodies of
three others identified as
Nazma. 25. Runa, 22, and
Flora. 28 — were lying at the
DMCH till last night.

One of the injured in the

See Page 12 col 5
Six killed in
Comilla road

accidents

COMILLA. June 25: Six
people were killed and 10
otherg injured, four of them
critically, in two highway acci-
dents in the district today. re-
ports UNB.

Police said [ive people were
killed and four Injured when a
Hajigan|-bound microbus from
D a collided with a bus com-
ing from Kachua at Boalia in
Barura thana on the Dhaka-
Chandpur road at 11 am.

Three unidentified passen-
gers of the microbus died on
the spot while two others —
Dilara Begum, 28 and Alamgir
Hossain, 25 —succumbed to
their injuries at the Comilla
Medical College Hospital.

Four wounded ssengers
were sent to PG spi in
Dhaka in critical condition.
ul Alam Pathan.
37. Moniruzzaman, 25,
Sharmin Farzana, 6. and Shi-
hab Uddin, 30

In another accident., one
person was killed and six
others were injured when
their Nababpur-bound bus
overturned at Tirpa bazar near
cantonment on the Comilla-
Brahmanbaria road at about 4

pm.
The dead was identified as
Jahangir Hossain_
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JSD Ganobahini-BCP rivalry in Jhenaidah

Five killed in gunbattles,
one slaughtered

JHENIDAH, June 25: At
least five activists of former
JSD Ganobahini were killed
and several others injured in
fierce gunbattles with the ac-
tivists of outlawed Biplobi
Communist Party (Haq group)
in Shailakupa this morning,
police said.

The clash ensued as an ac-
tivist Moslem (40), of former
Ganobahini, locally known as
"Krishna group” was slaugh-
tered by Biplobi Communist
Partymen at Devinagar in
Khoksa thana at about 8:30 am,

local ple said.
WE:: some armed aclivists

of JSD reached the spot gun-
battle began. It occurred at

From Our Correspondent

Debinagar and Mokshedpur in
Khoksha thana and Baruria in
Sailkupa thana, they said,

The gunbattle lasted about
three hours from 11 am. Police
and villagers satd the two
groups exchanged at least 150
rounds of fire.

Police recovered the body
of Moslem from Devinagar and
three other bodies from Baru-
lia and Moksedpur. The three
killed on the spot were identi-
fied as Kazal (21) and Zia (45)
and Haider (22).

Another injured. Monirul
(22). later succumbed to in-

juries at the Kushtia General

Hospital.

Villagers said two other
bodies were washed away by
the Gorai water. They also said
there could be more casualties
but that could not be known as
the injured went into hiding.

Five more people were in-
jured in another gunfight be-
tween the activists of ruling
Awamli League and opposition

BNF a1 wvillage Taminagar in
Shailakupa thana following a
minor incident.

Bullet-hit Sirajul, Nabirud-
din, Amirul, Hakim and Mo-
hidul were admitted to hospi-
tal. Police arrested two AL ac-
tivists - Morshed and Mamun
— in this connection.

BNP to revamp party,
build new leadership

By Nazmul Ashraf

BNP chiel Begum Khaleda
Zia is planning to revamp the
party lollowing its failure to
win the June 12 parliamentary
election, sources close to her
said.

The main thrust of the plan
will be on bringing about new
leadership in diflerent tiers,
from the central executive
committee down to the thana-
level committees, the sdurces
said adding "a change in the
post of secretary general is al-
mosl certain.”

The plan of

3 BNP MPs allege
attacks on workers

by AL activists

BNF leaders yesterday al-
leged the ruling Awami League
had started repression on the
leaders and activists of its po-
litical rivals throughout the
country, reports UNB.

Briefing newsmen at the

rty's Kakrail office, the BNP
eaders said the new Prime
Minister, Sheikh Hasina, was
uttering sweet words everyday.
but in reality her government
began hitting out at her politi-
cal opponents.

BNF members of parliament
Mashiur Rahman, Shamsuzza-
man Dudu and Salahuddin
Ahmed said Awami League
workers continued attacks on
the BNP men and those who
voled BNF. under the wvery

See Page 12 col 7

the former

prime minister is prompted by
wiclespread dissatisfaction in
the party's rank and file who
are holding a section ol the
BNP's central leadership re-
sponsible for its defeat in the
election.

The issue of reorganising
the party and reactivating the
workers were discussed in re-
cent meetings of the newly
elected MPs and the Standing
Committee on the party earlier
this week.

The matter is also expected
to be discussed in the BNP
Parliamentary Party meetin
shortly. the sources sai
adding that the party's Na-
tional Executive Committee
would take the final decision
to this effect. However, the ex-
ecutive committee is unlikely
to meet before the new par-
liament goes into its first ses-
sion, likely early next month.

In their post-election dis-
cussions. a section of the party
leaders and workers were very
critical of some former minis-
ters for their "corruption and
anti-party activities” which
damaged the party's image to a
large extent and led it to the
electoral defeat. the sources
said.

Under the plan, said com-
Ettfnt party sources, Begum

ia is expected to bring about
major changes in the party's
hierarchy. A new secretary
general may be chosen and the
party units across the country

Sce Page 12 Col 1
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Japanese envoy observes

Political stability must
for investment

The Ambassador of Japan in
Bangladesh yesterday said he
foresees a bright prospect of
Japanese Iinvestment in
Bangladesh provided political
stability is maintained, reports
UNB.

Addressing the monthly
meeting of the Foreign In-
vestors' Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI) at a local
hotel in the afternoon, Ambas-
sador Yoshikazu Kaneko said
the new government must
stress on the improvement of
infrastructure anrflegai and in-
stitutional reforms to facilitate
fore investment

¢ Ambassador particu-
larly stressed on political sta-
bility. “Political stability is the
key ... | hope there will be no
hartal during the tenure of the
new government.” he said.

Signalling increased inter-
nese investors in
Bangladesh, he disclosed a
business delegation from Japan
would be visiting the country
sometimes in November.
Kaneko also said seven more
Japanese f[irms would soon
establish their plants in Export

Processing Zones in Dhaka and
Chittagong.

Currently, there are 12
Japanese [irms operating in
C and two in Dhaka EPZ.

The envoy, however. ob-

served that lack of perception
about Bangladesh of Foreign
investors as well as the coun-
try's negative overseas image
had been major factors behind
their poor response.

"Unfortunately foreign busi-
ness partners are not quite
familiar with the country.
There has been inveterate
perception that Bangladesh is
not mature as a business part-
ner.” he said.

He said frequent interac-
tions and visits would dispel
such negative perception.

The bassador congratu-
lated the new government led
by Awami League leader
Sheikh Hasina. "1 hope under
this new government Bangla-
desh will soon recover from
economic stagnation caused b
long-standing political turmeoi
an secure the way to
prosperity,” he said.

See Page 12 col B
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LLaunch with 200-
passengers sinks
in Barisal

BARISAL, June 25; A laun-
ch, carrying some 200 passen-
gers, capsized in Ni.l%(an river
at Aramganj ghat in apar
thana this morning, reports
LUUNB.

Witnesses said the over-
loaded launch, ML Suktra, was
heading towards Khepura from
Khaprapara and sank at about 9
am. Most of the passengers.
however, swam ashore.

But a few passengers,
mainly women and children.
were [eared drowned.

Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir new

secy to PM

By Staff Correspondent

Dr. Mohiuddin Khan Alam-
gir, Member of the Planni
Commission, yesterday juin:ﬁ
as Secretary to the Prime
Minister, sources at the PM's
oflice said.

Former Secrétary to the
Prime Minister Abduliah Harun
Pasha has joined as the Educa-
tion Secretary while Hasnat
Abdul Hye who was serving as
Education Secretary -is due to
join the Planning Commission
as Member.

AK Fazlul Ahad. Deputy Sec-
retary in the Cultural Ministry,
also joined the PM's office yes-
terday as Private Secretary-1
while Rabiul Alam Obaidul
Muktadir Chowdhury who was
senior Assistant Smrel.a? of
the IFAD Project in the Cabinet
Division joined as Private Sec-
retary-2.

e Prime Minister is ex-
pected to appoint a Press Sec-
retary and is considering the
names of at least four leading
journalists for appointment to
the position.

Foreign ship
damaged
at Ctg port

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. June 25: A
Maltese flag carrying vessel,
MV Blue North partially sank
in the Karnaphuli river this
morning after it had hit and
damaged the KAFCO jetty
while entering the Chittagong
port for unloading cement.

According to port officials,
the ship met with the accident
at 6 am due to heavy current
and engine trouble.

The ship also suffered dam-

age.

MV Blue North arrived from
China carrying 23,000 metric
tons of cement and it was
scheduled to unload 10,000
metric tons of cement at the
Chittagong port and the rest at
Mongla.

Port officials said steps are
underway to salvage the vessel.

The tug and mooring boat of
the Chittageng port and the

See Pige 12 Col 4
Ctg-Cox's Bazar
road link yet

to be restored

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR. June 25. The
road link between Chittagong
and Cox's Bazar was not re-
siored even aller four days.

The road communicatien
remained cut-off since Satur-
day umrn:ng as three bai
bridges colla due to heavy
on Il‘ﬂ;h of mmm.

Altheugh two of the
have already been rebuilt but
the one at Eidgaon, Kotakhall
is yet to be repaired.

Hundreds ol vehicles re-
mained stranded at both sides
of the bridge.

Prices of some essential
commodities at Cox's Bazar
went up due to disruption of
road communication. There
are also reports of dacoity In
the stran buses and trucks.

The Arakan Highway
Sramik Union in a sta t
said that the dacoita have

looted valuables of the passen-
gers,



