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5 killed, 35 hurt in

road accidents

SAVAR. June 24: Five -

% were killed and 35 others
in two separate road’
accidents on , Dhaka-Aricha

highway on Saturday-Sunday.
reports UNB.

Police and witnesses said

that two

truck carrying
turned turtle after it lost con-
trol near Pakija here at 2 am
today.

One of the dead was identi-
fied as Abdul Malek while the
other, a 32-year helper, could

not be iden !

In another mishap three
people were killed and 35

others injured. ten of them se-

riously, when two buses col-
lided on near Turag river
here at 4 Saturday.

One of the dead was identi-

fied as Rashid, 37, and the rest

could not be named yet.

The bodies were sent to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal for autopsy. The injured
were rushed to local hospitals.

Two separate cases Wwere
filed with Savar police.

Dacoity at
textile mills

In Savar:’
One killed

SAVAR, June 24: A labourer

was killed and 10 others were
injured when dacoits opened
and stabbed them at a tex-
mills here early Sunday,
UNB.

dead was identified as
Ali, 35, a labourer of
Nurunnahar Textile Mills at

of about

mill at about 1 am and looted
valuables l:l;ljudi w?::ﬁ?
money, yam '
about Tk 20 lakh

The dacoits fire on
the labourers and stabbed

some of them when they tried
to resist them.

A case was filed with the po-
lice. -

RDA reviews
research
activities

BOGRA. June 24: The 24th
board of ors' meeting of
the Rural Development Acad-
emy (RDA). Bogra. was held
Sunday at the conference room
of the Rural Development and
Cooperatives Division under
the chairmanship of its secre-

Ayub Qadri, reports BSS.

e board reviewed the
training in research and action

research activities of the
ac for the years 1994-95

The working
sented by Dr.

Direcrii'z; th:ncrldL RDA. l’ft was
repo at during the pe-
riod RDA ‘cundur::%:d 2[;]
trai courses cipated
by 10,615 trainees. com

24 research and conducted

seven action research ts.
The board lpprow:jm?ﬂm -
97 budget and transport rule

and the rules on scores on re-
search accomplishment by the

RDA faculty.
The was attended
by the Vice-Chancellor, BAU,

Rector, BPATC, secretaries of
local t division and
lanning commission, addi-
ional secretary, establish-
ment, joint secretary, finance,
rmmu*ﬂmrgggn. direc-
tor | ] B, BARD
and NIULG.

3 Sarbahara
Party activists
arrested

SIRAJGAN.J, June 24 Police
arrested, three outlawed

in thana of Bogra dis-
trict Sunday night, r ts
pheng y gh €por
Th were identified ag
man, 32, at Ali, 34, of
- Sirajgan; . Another four

activisis managed (o esc ;
witnesses said e

were wanied in con-
néction with several dacoity
and murder cases. A case has

Fanidpur dist
MADARIPUR. June 24:
Firewood crisis has turned
acute in the greater Faridpur
district causing suffering to

" LIHB.

. particularly
lower income
serious prob-
rmal price

pmpi:- alleged that
cut indiscrimi-

the
middle
are

people died on the
spot when a Dhaka bound
vegetable

tary seats in the

|
| tiom

PABNA: Deputy

AL, BNP gain while

National, ===

JP fails

to retain seats in Moulvibazar

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR, June 24 :
Statistics of June-12 general
election has reflected
opinion which was assumed
before the election by the po-
litical observers., People of
Moulvibazar dumC} clearly ex-
pressed their acc¢lamation or
rejection through ballots.

Two major — Awami
League [Al) and Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) have
strengthened their position in
the district more votes
and seats in June-12 election
compared to those in 1991
election. Jatiya Party (JP) —
once a strong party in the dis-
trict which got two out of four
seats in the 5th Parliament
(1991) have failed to capture
any seat this time.

Of the total four parliamen-
istrict, AL
won three seats while the only
other seat has been won by
the BNP.

' In 1991 election (5th Par-
liament) BNP had failed to win
any seat. Then AL and JP se-
cured two seats each.

According to the statistics
of June-12 election result in
Moulvibazar district, all the AL
nominees got 2.40.749 votes
in 4 constituencies. Number
of total votes for all AL candi-
dates in 1991 election was
2,04.376.

BNP candidates got
1,56,171 votes from 4 seats
this time but it was only
98,596 in 1991 election.

JP nominees got 1,09,122
votes from 4 seats in June-12
election but their votes in
1991 election was 1,97,861.

Votes in favour of AL and
!E_!NP hﬂﬂhh]cr'l:lbbd but votes

or JP has su sin de-
creased this umtrpri ely

Jamaat-e-Islami was always
a weak in Moulvibazar
district and there was no new
information in last election for
the Jamaat candidates.

As many as six former MPs
includm&lwhi of the opposi-
tion in the 5 Parliament of
AL and central president of
Bangladesh Muslim League
(BML) who contested in June-
12 elections from different
constituencies of the district
this time failed to win seats.

There were 34 candidates
in the electioh race in 4 par-
liamentary seats of the district.
Of them 22 contestants lost
their security deposits. Even
10 candidates got below 500
votes and 19 candidates got
below 5 thousand votes.

All the candidates of Jamaat
(4}, Jaker Party (3) Left Front
(Z2), BML (2) and Gono Forum
(1) lost their t :

Vice-Princ Abdus Sha-
heed of AL got the highest

volers .

91.811 votes in Moulvibazar-4
while lowest 82 votes were
caslt in favour of central Presi-
dent of Bangladesh Muslim
League (BML Al-haj] ANM
Yousuf, in Moulvibazar- 1.
According to election re-
sults, AL candidate from
Moulvibazar-3, Azizur Rahman
suffered serious defeat with
63,177 votes while another AL
candidate from Moulvibazar-1.

. Md Shahab Uddin elected with

only 33,179 votes.

The defeated AL candidate
Azizur Rahman, secured 3rd
place (in regards of number of
votes] among all the 34 candi-
dates. At least 4 candidates of
JP and AL in different con-
stituencies suffered defeat but
secured more votes than that
of elected AL candidate Shahab
Uddin Ahmed from Moul-
vibazar-1.

However, in June-12 elec-
tion, AL candidates Md Shahab
Uddin Ahmed won from
Moulvibazar-1 seat by securing
33.179 votes, Sultan Mo-
hammed Monsur Ahmed won

“from Moulvibazar-2 seat se-

~

curing 52,582 votes, and Vice-
Principal Abdus Shaheed won
from Moulvibazar-4 seat by se-
curing 91,811 votes.

The lone BNP candidate M.
Saifur Rahman (Finance Minis-
ter of BNP govt] however, won
from Moulvibazar-3 con-
stituency winning a total of
84,292 votes.

The gain of both the AL and
BNFP was not only evident from
winning three and one seats
respectively in the district,
they also scored much higher
number of votes than in 1991
election.

A co tive study of the
number of votes secured by
different in Moulvibazar
district would a clear pic-
ture of their respective posi-
tions.

In Moulvibazar-1 (Baralekha
thana) : AL won 27,588 votes
(their candidate was Al-h
Imam Uddin Ahmed) in 199

election. but this time AL can- '

didate Md Shahab Uddin

Ahmed was elected by secur-
ing 33,179 votes.

BNP. on the other hand,
won 11.230 votes in 1991
(their candidate was Asad Ud-
din Batal), but this time their
candidate Ebadur Rahman
Chowdhury secured 20,089
votes but lost to his AL rival.

In 1991 election JP nomi-
nee Ebadur Rahman Chowd-
hury won a surprising victory
from this seat by secu a to-
tal of 27.930 votes, but this
time the new face of JP Brig
(Retd) Masuk Ahmed Chowt-
hury secured 15,335 votes.

The security deposits of all
other candidates was forfeited
in June-12 election. They were
central President of Mllrl im
League Al-haj ANM Yousuf (82
votes), Independent candidate
Abdus Shaheed [ 162 votes),
Md Abdul Malk of Jamaat
(B.958 votes) and Hasan lJd-
din Chowdhury of Talamiz-e-
Islamia (5,994 votes).

In Moulvibazar-2 (Kulaura
thana): Awami League candi-
date Sultan Mohammed Mon-
sur won 4552 votes in 1991
election but was defeated. This
time the same candidate of AL
secured 52582 votes and be-
came victorious.

The BNP candidate Advo-
cate Ataur Rahman (now late)
secured 5,376 votes in 1991
election but Md Maksud Sha-
heen of BNP candidate this
time won 31304 votes but lost
and got 3rd place.

In 1991 election, JP nomi-
nee Nawab All Abbas Khan was
elected by Eﬂcurtnﬁ 61.108
votes but this time he lost to
his AL rival by securing only
39992 votes.

As regards the other con-
testing candidates from this
seat, security money of all
were forfeited. These candi-
dates are — Al-haj ANM
Yousuf, Central President of
Muslim League (379 votes),
Khandaker Abdus Subhan of
Jamaat (511 wvotes), Khon-
daker Lutfur Rahman of
CPB/Left Front (1023 votes),
(Gias Uddin Ahmed of JSD Rob

(253 votes). Md Saiful Islam of

Islami Front (319 wvotes), Md
Abdus Salam Chowdhury of Is-
lami Oikya Jote (2074 votes)
and M A Awal of Jaker Party
(599 votes).

In Moulvibazar-3 (Sadar and
Rajnagar thanas) : AL candidate
Azizur Rahman ed 55977
votes and elected in 1991
election. This time the same
candidate defeated by securing
63177 to his BNP rival.

BNP nominee former Fi-
nance Minister M Saifur Rah-
man b ed 35396 votes and
defeat in 1991 election.
This time the same candidate
(lone BNP nominee who
elected in the district) elected
and 84 292 votes.

JP nominee MP in 1st Par-
liament in AL ticket and in 4th
Parliament in JP ticket Gias
Uddin Chowdhury secured
38,528 votes and suffered de-
feat in 1991 election, this time
he bagged only 13970 votes.
and lost his security money.

In this constituency as well
all other candidates lost their

stcuﬂté money. They were
Neela Chowdhury (Indepen-
dent) - 255 wvotes, Badrul

Hussain [BSD Khaliquzzaman)

— 210 votes, Md Abdul Haque

(JSD Inu Left Front) — 535
votes, Md. Abdul Matin
(Musiim e-Yousuf) 427

votes, Md Sirajul Islam Matlib
(Jamaat) 3530 votes, Jubair
Ahmed Chowdhury (Islami
Oikya Jote) 2237 votes and
Sayeed Ullah (Jaker Party)
249 voles.

In Moulvibazar-4 (Srimongal
and Kamalganj thanas) : Awami
League candidate vice-princi-
pal Md. Abdus Shahid obtained
91,811 votes and became vic-
torious. The same candidate
was also elected in 1991 elec-
tion with 75.315 votes. This
time number -of votes (91811
votes) in favour of Shahid was
the highest among all the
candidates in 4 constituencies
of the district.

BNP candidate M. Saifur
Rahman [ ex-finance minister)
bagged only 6594 votes and
lost his security money in
1991 election. This time BNP
‘had nominated Md. Shafiqur
Rahman — a new face in local
politics and bagged 20488
votes and obtained 3rd place
among the seven candidates in
this seat.

JP, also a strong hold in
this constituency and their
nominee Md. Abdul Ahad Miah
obtained 60295 votes and
stood second position in 1991
election. The same candidate
rom the same party however

ed 39825 votes and lost to
E;gﬁ.L rival.

All other candidatvs. who
contested from tlus seal this
year, lost their security de-
posits. They were — Abdul
Goni Tarafder of Jamaat (2684
votes), Abdur Rashid Chowd-
hury of Gono Forum (266
votes] and Independent candi-
date Rama Kanta Singha (275
votes).

According to official statis-

tics, a total of 5,65 ,500 voters
out of 7.47.486 voters cast
their votes in the June-12
eneral elections this year
rom Moulvibazar district. Of
the total casting votes 6,097
votes was cancelled as these
were not properly marked in
the ballot papers. Of the can-
celled votes 829 was cast in
Moulvibazar-1. 1630 votes in
Moulvibazar-2. 1535 votes
were cast in Moulvibazar-3 and
2103 were cast in Moulvibazar-
4 seats.

Several incidents has been
taken place in Rajnagar thana
under Moulvibazar-3 con-
stituency where one AL worker
was killed by rival group and
several hundred were injured
on the polling day. Peaceful
election was held in other
places of the district.

[Hroctntufh;:u
and VDP members at Kashipur here recently.

-

.-

L

and VDP Muhammad Shamsul Haque addressing Ansar

— Star photo

_Eénapole Customs suspends

licences of some C&F agents
From Our Correspondent

Smuggling on
railway routes
On rise in
western zone
KHULNA. June 24 Smug-

gling through the rail route in
the westerm zone ol Hw coun-

?'Hmﬁtdlrtume

he law enforcing agencies.

Rail ;
pnnlcm way police. re-

Local that
with the collabara-
a section of rallway em-

- m:nd police are using
‘ -Khulna line for their

I

heinous activities

They said Indian sailt. sha-

. ree, . machinery paris
are being smuggled into the

abundantly through

his as it is safer than

cou
t route
road where BDR jawans are

vigilant to check smuggling.

L]

taken by Customs Department
after it was found. during veri-
fication, éh't the items and

goods mentioned in
:t':nmu.m. made by the
C+F agents. on behalfl on the
imports widely differed from
what contained in the con-

L.

When contacted. a source
on condition of anonymity told
The Star that a group of
C+F Agents were c out

& un-
der Lhe coverage of under in
veice and over in voice was
their sional practice. Na-
tio revenue income worth
hundred rrores of taka on ac-
count of customs duties was
being lost r month, the
source al

When asked whether recur-
rence ol misdeclaration by
C&F agerts would be

attended
eetings to review activities
and of all con-

2 of a family killed
in road accident
PABNA June 7 : Two
members of a family includir
a minor boy, were killed anﬁ
five people critically injured in
a road accident on Pa -Na-
garbari highway in Sadar thana
today. Police and hospital
sources said the tragic inci-
dent took place at noon when
a speedy truck rammed a rick-
shaw van in Rajapur area. One
@amrul Islam, 36, and his
you brother Masum, 11,
died on the spot. reports UNB

More fire stations
- demanded in
Noakhah

MAIJDEE COURT, Hmk};
hali, June 24: Property wort
Taka several lakhs are being
burnt into ashes

cannot reach the remote
thanas of the district due to
communication problem.
Official sources said the fire
station is located at least 50
kilometres away from the
sometimes it

thanas have been
to set up fire stations at their

respective thana headquarters
since long. But no step has yet
been taken in this regard.
Local leaders have urged
the concerned authorities to

takelunu.nl:t-.e:'tnmup
| fire stations at the thanas.

Drug addicts
on rise in
Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. June 24: The
iiiber of addicted vouths is
crowing alarmingly here. Re-
ports say. even rural youths are
addicted to wine. opiumn.
indigenous wine. morphine,
«edative tablets, Mrita San-
*iimni Sura. and other s of
igjuid contatning alcohol.

According to a unofficial
survey. Kushtia town and its
suburis have turned {into open
markets of in toxicated drugs,
available in medicine and gro-
cery shops. Phensidyl, one ol
the favourite drgs is smuggled
Ironm Indlia intoe Kushtia in
large qguantities along with
other kinds of drugs These
are also sent to other places ol
the country by various means
ol transport.

The survey reveals that the
number of addicted teenagers
is only five per cent in the
district but it is alarmingly
growing day by day. Even mi-
nor boys are found looking for
drugs in medicine shops. [t is
alleged that a well organised
gang ol criminals are engaged
in simuggling these drugs into
the Bangladesh territory from
India. Althpugh sale urlydrugn
withou! prescription is strictly
prohibited some dishonest
medicine shop-owners are
carrying on this business. It is
also alleged that the drug ad-
dicled young men are often in-
volved in various crimes for ex-
tortion of money. hijacking
and fraudulent activities.

Coconut
cultivation

faces setback

in Madaripur

MADARIPUR, June 24:
Coconut cultivation is facing
seiback in the southern region
of the due to attack of
insects, lack of proper knowi-
edge and absence of govern-
ment initiatives, reports UNB.

In.1 coconut but nﬂ'-'-l-d.l]"-l
cultivation of the cr has

sence of ce by
the officials of Agriculture
Extension t and the

production has decreased

Local leaders have urged
thlury.m m the produc
st b
tion of the crop and take im-
mnmdlltt nlﬁhml ti_u set up
tage industries for proper
mﬂﬂ the by-product of co-

A
e E:

q;hr Lhrily Sr.-u-

e

JHENIDAH: Sk Rafiqul Islam, General Manager, Bangladesh Krishi Bank, Khulna Division,

giving loan to a distress woman at Bhatai High School motivation camp recently. — Star photo

Soil fertility declining
1n Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, June 24: Soil
fertility have been decreasing
adually in seven thanas of the
istrict due to indiscriminate
use of chemical fertilizer.

Most of the farmers lack
knowledge on fertilizer ratios
of soil. Very often they uses
excess fertiliser s
TSP and NP with the hope of
getting more production. But
on using excessive fertilizer
plants of crop developed
rapidly before its maturity,

B:fsidem consecutive farm-
ing of same crops also large
;Eected the fertility uflraguilr
The cultivable land of the dis-
trict other than flood-hit areas
are being used for the produc-
tion of different crops twice or
thrice in a year.

Only a limited number of

pecially urea, -

farmers uses natural manure
like cow-dung, green fertilizer
and oil-cake which is not fruit-
ful as like as chemical fertilizer
for instant action. So, the

farmers are now completely
" depends on chemical fertilzier.

Besides, it needed additional
labour for the manufacturing of
natural manures. Moreover, it
requires huge in quantity. So
the practice of using natural
fertilizer is declining,

According to District Ag-
riculture Extension Depart-
ment chemical fertilizer sho-
uld be used after proper soil
test but the practice is conf-
pletely absent in the district.

Local people fell that it is
inevitable to set up an institute
for the proper testing of soil in
the district.

A bridge badly needs
reconstruction

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, June 24: A
bridge across the siream Na-
leya at village Bedkapa under
Palashbari thana yet to be re-
consirucled even after lon
eight years. As a result roa
communication in this areas
slill remain snapped. The situ-
ation turned worst during the
rainy seasor.

The bridge was constructed
to link up the road communi-
cation of vast tract with sadar
thana headquarters. In 1988
the bridge was washed away by
the surging water of flood.

Since then the bridge is lying -

abandoned despite several ap-
als from different corners to
restore link but the said work
is yet to be implemented.
Every year. during rainy
season nearly 20,000 people
remain marooned due to
communication gap. The in-
habitants of said areas are to
face immense trouble during
rainy season as they are to
move in chest-deep water for
collecting essential ' items

from nearby markets.

While talking to the Chair-
man of Bedkapa Union, Sham-
sul Islam. it was learnt that
the said bridge is important
for the inhabitants of Bedkapa
union where the stream Naleya
flowing across the union which
was being used as a source of
irrigation during [IRRI-Boro
crop season. It was a long-
standing problem prior to
construction of the bridge. On
completion of the bridge, road
communication improved re-
markably. But the destinv. the
bridge was damaged com-
pletely in 1988 flood.

The people of this areas
could not transport agricul-
tural products to distant mar-
kets for want of said bridge.
The problem multiplying dur-
ing rainy seasons. The chair-
man however expressed utter
disappointment as till to date
no programme of reconstruct-
ing the bridge was undertaken
by the concerned authority.

———

Smuggled goods
worth Tk 8 lakh

recovered
From Our Correspondent
JHENIDAH, June 24:

Contraband poods worth Taka
about eight lakh was recovered
[rom Hatgopalpur in Jhenidah
sadar thana on June 19, ac-
cording 1o police sources -
Sources satd. acting on a

5 injured In
Jhenidah clash

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH. June 24: At
least [ive persons including a
woman were injured in a clash
at village Inaudia in Sailkupa
thana ol the district on June
21. :

According to local people.
the clash occurred hetween
the supporters ol Awami Lea |

gue and BNP at about 2 pm.

-

I

IU reopens
today

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA., June 24: All of-
fices of Islamic University lLias
resumed functioning from
17th June after summer vaca-
tion and classes will be held
from June 25, according to ol-
ficial sources.

After “ﬁiﬂl} of ban on politi-
cal activities” in the campus
which was imposed during last
one year the situation has
started changing. At any time ’
there is possibility of clashes
between different student or-
ganisations, political observers
said. One seclion of students
locked up the authorities otlice
in support of their demand re-
cently. Huge arms and ammu-
nition were recovered by po-
lice recently from the messes
of students living near the
campus. 15 students were ar-
rested by police in this con-
nection and some of them have
been released on bail recently.
Overall campus is not peaceful
and congenial academic atmo-
sphere is not prevailing there,
students living in the campus
said.

2 die in deluge
of rain water

from hills

COX'S BAZAR. June 24: Two
unidentified people have died
here in the deluge of rain wa-
ter from the hills, local people
said, reports UNB. £

Police recovered the bodies
from Betbunia Bazar near the

Matamuhuri river today.
were buried locally. t
n Friday night. two bailey

bridges at Eidgah. 20 miles
from here, were washed away.
One more bailey bridge was
damaged at Kotakhali in
Chokoria thana on Saturday.
Road communication be-
tween Chittagong and Cox's

Bazar, which was Sat-
urday, was vet to be ored.
Roads and Highways Depart-

ment here said work had al-
ready been started to repair
the bailey bridges.

Sonali Bank to
give Tk 10 cr agn
loan 1n 16 S-dists

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH. June 24 .
Sonali Bank will disburse Taka
10.70 crore lor transplanting
Aman crop in 16 southern
districts this season, according
to official sources.

" Sonali Bank (5B) sources
said, they will disburse Taka
-75 lakh among the farmers ol
Jhenidah district, Taka 1.05
crore in Jessore district, Taka
40 lakh in Magura district,
Taka 55 lakh each in Narail,
Chuadanga, Satkhira and
Bagerhat district.

Taka 70 lakh will be dis-
disirict,

tip-off. Hatgopalpur police Karimm Bakhs. 50, his wile bursed i Pirojpur
challenged a Dhaka bound Bakul Nessa., 43. Mamun, 28. | Taka 70 lakh in Khulna dis-
pick-up van near Hatgopalpur  Akter Hossain. 23. and Amjad. triet. Taka one crore each in
at about | am recovered 1.009 26, received injuries during Barisal and Patuakhali dis-
pieces ol simugled Indian sa the clash. They were rushed to | (ricts. Taka 60 lakh in Bhola,
rees, plain cloths sheets and the Sailkupa Thana Health Taka 50 lakh in Jhalakathi,.
motor parts from the van Comiplex (THC). Taka 90 lakh in Kushtia. Taka
Police also arrested iwo However, no case was regis- 45 lakh each in Barguna and
' persons in this connection tered till filing of this report. Meherpur districts.
T— —_—




