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T the 150-year-old Vem-
Girls High School in

town, & science .

ass is in s8. Dressed in
elean white uniforms, the
childrén are bent sfudiousl
dver their books. As the sch

strikes, they noisily troop
out of the classrooms, pick up
their bicycles and vanish chat-
teri into the afternoon. A

a scene were it not for
the bombed-out roof of the
school's hall, the pianos de-
stroyed by shells, the ran-
sacked library, the smell of
burning paper still hanging in
the air.

The school has been rebuilt
twice, once after the 1987 war
between the LTTE and Indian
troops, and in 1990, after the
war between the Tigers and
the Sri Lankan forces. When
government troops moved into
the town once again in

A\t least S200 million is
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Jaffna back in order.
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December last year, this school
n suffered extensive dam-
age. "Each time we rebuild, we
are driven into the ashes,” says
Vice-Principal Sarojini Thar-
malingam. . ’
Like her, for most Tamils of
Jallna peninsula, peace now
mieans only an absence of war,
till- the next round of battle.
There was peace in the five
ars following 1990 when the
TTE was in total control of
the peninsula;: despite the
shortages of food and other
necessities, and even the
complete lack of some of them
(like electricity and petrol),
went on. On the face of it.
there is peace now, even
a las solutioni is still
elusive more than six months
after the Sri Lankan military
lawunched a successful opera-
tion, code-named Riviresa,
which pushed the LTTE out of

the Jafina peninsula, putting
government forces in com-
plete conirel of the area for

the first time in the history of

the ethnic conflict.

Sri Lanka: A Chance for Peace

by Nirupama Subramanian in Jaffna

Jaffna limps back to life as Tamil who had fled during the army offensive return. But
this may again prove a temporary respite unless a political solution is found.

It is to savour this peace
in that thousands of s

who fled their homes in the

Valikamam region of the one controlling authority. We
ninsula — orders from can manage with either the

he LTTE after Riviresa began
last October — have now begun
returni home from eastern

Jafina. h the rs retreat- turned to Jaffna town from Mullaithivu and Mannar on the
ing quietly, those who had Point Pedro in the last week of mainland, their s h has
moved out to Chavakacheri and  April. dwindled to around 8,000 .
Point Pedro have begun For the present, it is the from 15,000 in October. And
returning to their homes in a army. Once confined to the to save its cadre for future
steady stream. Palaly camp in the north of guerrilla incursions, the LTTE

The Sri Lankan Government
estimates that miore than two
lakh of the around four lakh —
almost the whole population of
the area — displaced people
have returned in the last
month. Jaffna town, once the
most densely populated urban
centre in the country which
became a ghost town almost
overnight as the Sri Lankan

troops advanced into it last

year, has regained some life.
And so have the areas around.
"We have come back because
our homes are here. and be-
cause. once again. there is only

Tigers or the . hot both in
the same place,” says a gov-
ernment employee who re-

Valikamam, the Sinhala sol-
diers now swarm the make-be-
lieve Tamil Eelam of the LTTE.
The administration, including
food distribution, is being run
by the army. There are check-
posts at several places where
soldiers screem those ‘passing
through for likely LTTE infil-
trators. Walls in market places
have been scrawled with
names of regiments of the Sri
Lankan Army stationed here.
The LTTE insignia — the
face of a roaring tiger — has
been removed from wherever
it'had been put up, and their

heroes’ memorials have been
broken to bits. An ltte audito-
rium is one of the few standing
testimonies to what once was.
Now confined to the jungles in

is even 'withdrawing from
bases like Killinochchi — a key

‘link beétween the mainland and

the peninsula — which are be-
ing threatened by the army.
White flags, put up by the
eople themselves, mark the
1womeés of those who have re-
turned. Still more families are

on their way back from the

east, their belongings loaded
onto any available vehicle. It
was the lure of a proper home,
coupled with their miserable
condition as refugees in
Chavakacheri and other areas.

that brought them back. "Who .

- lies who had man
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“can turn down the opportunity
anEa Kamala

to return home?"

Devi Arumathurai, ‘who ﬂlﬂﬂﬁ

with her tmaster husban
and daughter was one of«the
hundred families to be air-
lifted from Vavuniya to Jaffna
last fortnight. -

More such displaced fami-
d to reach
government-conirolled terri-
tory in Vavuniya are on their
way back. -In Colombo too.
around 6,000 people have reg-
istered to be taken back to
Jaffna. Banks in the region re-
opened in the first week of

ay and schools in the second.
According to the Jaffna
Government Agent (JA),
around 7,000 children out of a
total of 25,000 are back in
classrooms, -

At the Jaffna Teaching
Hospital — it had shifted to
Point Pedro during Riviresa —
only ‘a few doctors and other
employees have returned, and

- mains of the

- immediately to

L

there is a severe shortaffe of
medjicines. But patients are
queuing up. The hospital,
which has seen heavy fighting
since 1987, is carrying out re-
pairs. Also, only a ?[ll:c e re-
ga's office,
as the kachcheri which :g:
bmby—trap;l:ed by the LTTE to
prevent soldiers from taking
control of the building during
Riviresa. It has been com-
pletely destroyed.

Shell-pocked by successive
battles, Jaffna is a long way
from recovery. The Govern-
ment will need S$70 million
put the
peninsula back into working
order, while the long-term re-

“habilitation and reconstruction

of the region. could cost at
least S1 billion, an amount that
Colombo plans to raise from

friendly countries.
However, the LTTE is still
dreaded — most Jaffna resi-"

dents are convinced that the

Tigers can stage a comeback,
and that if the a cannot
wipe them out completely, the
Government should at least in-
volve them in negotiations,
otherwise peace would remain

illusory. For the army, which °

was always viewed as the mili-
tant arm of Sinhala chauvin-
ism, gaining civilian accep-
tability is now crucial. Soldiers
have been on their best be-
haviour since the beginning of
Riviresa. Realising this, the
LTTE has been provoking
them to retaliate through a

[he [LTTE has been
[ SNri
Lankan Army to re-
taliate, hoping to catch

civilians in the crossfire.

provoking

series of skirmishes, hoping to
catch civilians in the crossfire.

But so far, they have been dis-

appointed.

While the Government has
taken pride in the return of
civilians to Jaffna, it has been
dragging its' feet on a political
solution. Says Foreign Minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar: “"You
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On to the

NUFA was helplessly
' wandering when her
A stepfather dislodged
her Irom the house. She was
only four year

s old. Workers ol
Aparajeyo Bangladesh. a local
non-

organisation,

tal
espied her,
,and brought her to the
and Girls Club.
Since then, it has become her
home. ,
While living here, she did
e schooling np to Class .-
- she believes that nobody
. #an ever neglect an educated
person. |
"“Over the years, |'ve learnt
almost all the realities of lile.”
said Anufa, now 12-year old.
while talking to The Daily Star
during a 12-'O-clock singing
and dancing session, which is
also a part of their . education.
adding: "1 can now easily earn
my living. as they taught me
how to0 operate a sewing ma-
chine, but 1 want to study
more; and after becoming a
fairly educated person, | in-
1 to teach those disadvan-
;ﬁd as | once was." She
't sketched her life like
many who went to work in the
redmdc garment factories.
re are many like Anufa
right there at the Kamlapur
Railway Station in the capital —
the country's busiest one. With
the metallic reports of the
frains coupled with crank

noises of the passengers. some
sportive shrill of voices — Sir,
ampare thaen. aami loiyet
room — are always heard.
These are the child porters
working side by side with the
grown-up muscular kulis.

"No matter how weighty the
luggage is. | can carry it, well,
of course, with the help of my
buddies.” says Monir Hossain
with a damn-the-life accent in
his voice who usually spend his

siesta aj Aparajeyo's ﬁmtafh Programme Coordinator of the street schools other two being
Club orNayabagar Dvgp-in Cen-  organisation. situated at Sadarghat Launch
ire. : ) : ? 3 S, These take-the-arrows-all Terminal and Karwan Bazaar ¥
"Theseé street children, children stop working on the the places where these left-ou!
mostly . earn quite a fair latform at Eta.mlapur just be- children engage themselves 1o
amount of money everyday. but fore it is l1lam. Leaving be- work. The outlook of these
emulating the elders-at-work. hind the Platform-l and Plat- schools are different. for the
they have ™ a @ndency 1o forui-2 on the lelt. where the students therein are also dif-

squander their earnings away

their

asphult of the road ends. they

psyche, is not to waste
the money they

by Ekram Kabir

earn — they

that

and
and

ferent.

These schools are often the
initial contact places for new
¢hilkdren. These emphasise on
building of relationships ol
trust between the chil
the organisation. The schools
operate for two hours every-
day, barring weekends. and
the students are looked after

four teaching staff. "The
class hours have been set so

e pa- in many ways, specially by religiously assemble everyday
watching movies everyday at all  with reading and writig ma-
the cinema halls around the terials in hands. lis their
city. What we advise them. .school erected on the street
when alfectionately closer to by Aparaj Bangladesh. Be-

cause of the school's open-air
atmosphere. it's called’ street

can_have a future of their own  school’. Previously it was run
if tHey save it, and interest- by Terre des Homiues,
ingly these tough-kids listen Swilzerland. 4

to us.” says Wahida Banu. the There are nnow three

anc

doesn't deprive them

of their meagre income.” says
Wahida Banu.
According to
gramme Coordinator. Apara
Jeyo. aims to
activities on providing formal
non-formal
skill

the Pro:
locus (is many

education
training to these¢

Streets and Back, NeverDefeated by Life

children. as part of its philos-
nﬁ)hy. to either re-integrate
them with their families or to
rehabilitate them to indepen-
dent living in the society.
The ‘vocational training
programme’, which started in
94, is quite an example of the

organisation’s philosophy.
This training is provided in.
the "sewing" and "bicycle and

rickshaw-repairing trades.”
The lacilities are incorporated
into -4 -cerner of Arambagh

Anbt. The. lhudes
Ekfnm ¢ foudfidation
course. followed :by!three

months of skills training, and
an additional three-month-
long practical training at vari-
ous workshops in the city.

The number of children en-
roled under this programme
is 24 — 12 boys and same
number of girls. According to
Aparajeyd’'s progress report of
the ongoing vocational
training course. the trainees of
“bicycle and rickshaw-repair-
ing” and "sewing “"trades, the
foundation courses, have suc-
cessfully reached the end of
their course module.

The instructor says: "These
children concentrated well —
they knew the pros and cons
of what they learmt.”

Mosi noteworthy, among all
Aparajeyo s programmes, are
Lhe aycare Centres where
working mothers — garment
workers, day labourers and

housemaids — who mostly are
slum-dwellers leave ‘their ba-
bies
Under the organisation’'s Day-
care Programme, with 12 sub-

centres at Azimpur. Rayer
Bazaar [(now Jikatalal. Mo-
hammadpur and Pallabi. the
approach is education: and
healthcare.

Children of six months to
three years age-group are al-
lowed to receive the necessary
care. and each centre takes
care of 20 children whose
looding are paid by their
molhers.

Why are all these hassles?
Answering this gquestiorm.
Wahida Banu says: "The needs
of 'street children' in urban
areas are well-known phe.
nomena in the developing
countries. and in Bangladesh,
it's a dire need. These are a
shifting mass of children and
voung people who are simply
struggling to exist and survive
in the shadows and backstreet
sib-cultures ol overcrowded
cities, whom society has for-
fotten or prefers to ignore.

ile’ wrestling for their very
existence, these children are
vulnerable to abuse. violence
and exploitation. What were
trying to do is to show them
that they are not completely
forgoiten, and we offer them
hope. affection and true care
with the shepherding of rela-
livelv a better tomorrow.”

w Stur Entertainment Guide

before going to work.

A

cannot rule out the war-weary
Tamil people sa}'ing. enough of
all this itics, and even devo-
lution, first and foremost, give
us an administration that
works." For them, of para-
mount importance is a civilian
administration that works.” In
Jamuary this year, the Govern-
ment brought out a legal draft
of the August 1995 devolution
proposals that have been

universally acclaimed as far-.

reaching.

However. the text disap-
pointed many. especially the
non-LTTE Tamil parties, who
described it as a "dilution” of
the earlier proposals. Presi-
dent Chandrikd Kumaratunge's

defence at the! lime had beent?

that the proposdls were up for
discussion in the Parlia-
mentary Select Committee
(PSC), and that only through
discusstons would tte
Government take a decision pn
tricky issues such as the unit
of devolution in the north-east,
the status of Buddhism as the
foremost religion of the
country, and the powers of the
Governor.

However, with the Govern-
ment s military success, inter-
est in deliberating on the
Hﬂliliral package seems to be

agging at the 2]1-member
PSC. Al one meeting earlier
this month, only three mem-
bers were present; a fourth. to
achieve the gquorum, was found
with great difficulty. "The PSC
is dying a natural death.” says

Douglas Devananda, the
founder of the Eelam People's
Democratic Front (EPDF),
which with nine MPs is the
strongest Tamil parliamenta.g'
arty. According to him an
eaders of other gl"a_.n'ul political
parties in Colomboa. Kuma-
ratunge is taking advantage of
the military success to
postpone a political solution. A
suggestion to form an interim
council for the area with rep-
resentatives of Tamil political
parties has been almost
shelved. = - E

“There now seems to be a
temp-tation on the part of the
Government to project itself as

‘the sole protector of the Tamil

ﬂﬂﬂp]E," says Loganathan
etheeswaran of the Colombo-
based Centre * for Polic
Research and Analysis. Indeed,
one of the :first acts of the
Gwernmenj: after the win was

Tamil parties allege that
after the army success,
the Government'’s

interest in working out a
political package has
Jlagged.

lo _open an office of Suddu
Nelam. "a social organisation
fronting for Kumaratunga’s Sri
Lanka Freedom Party in Jaffna .
town, In contrast, only with
much reluctance did the
Government ‘agree to bring
representatives of Tamil par-
ties to Jaffna, and has not yet
Fermitted them to open of-
ices. According to Kethees-
waran, if the Government
believes that it ¢an reach the
people over the heads of Tamil
politicians, it is only "fooling"
itself. -

But then. the Tamil parties
are themselves in a dilemma.
Forced out from the peninsula
in 1990 by the Tigers, they
have little rapport with the
Tamils and are nervous about
their reception in Jaffna, Mdre
important, the LTTE threat to
their lives cannot be countered
without weapons from the
Government. But Kumaratunge
is firm that no Tamil group
will be allowed to -bri'n% arms
to Jaffna. "It would be fatal to
allow them into the region
with guns,” says Kadirgamar.

Confusion among the Tamil
parties has made them look-
once again to Tamil Nadu for
support. Though the newl
sworn-in chiel minister,
Karunanidhi, has not yet ac-
quiesced to a request for an
appointment by five Tamil
leaders, the wvery move has
sent panic signals in the
Sinhalese leadership. A promi-
nent leader warned Tamil

liticians against "running to

j mn the Colombo

P i..8 government
O Sl . # t{i}. Y

Although Sri Lankan Tamil
leaders are convinced that a
decent package can still be
hammered out of the devolu-
tion proposals if the Govern-
ment nnﬁr demonstrated more
interest, Kumaratunge has
problems of her own — a“
stagnant economy, a non-
cooperative opposition and the

- rebellion against devolution in
her alliance's ranks. Still; the

prime minister is . belter
placed than any other Sri
Lankan leader ito win the

hearts and minds of the
Tamils, by restoring not just
normalcy but a lasting peace to
Jaffna. Unless Kumaratunge
grabs (his opportunity, tEe
military successes of the past
six months may just dissipate.
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The Menace 10:00 | DOream Of
Jeaome V830 Public Keya Bola
11800 Penchan 11:380 Cine Mati
nee Houh  Featwre Film  2-30pm
Kesmat 300 Zswwn Asman 3.38
M.+ Messane Men Geet 400 Surt

Wreet O Forvume 430 Jo By
Haneman 500 V0 Cwil Limes 5:30

The Three Stooges 6:00 Denms
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