(Indian wicketkeeper)
"It is a hard job. You cant

relax even for a ball. During the
day you might take four bril-
liant catches and in the last
over drop one. That missed

catch gels promine) s T
ﬂnth:hnﬂihiplﬁﬁdnll

wicketkeeper

'Soccer summit'

ends

CHEJU-DO, South Korea,

June 23: Exchanging soccer
balls as a symbol of coopera-
tion, the leaders of Japan and
South Korea agreed Sunday to
work for regional peace and
deepen friendly ties through
cultural and other exchanges,
reports AP.
« After a summit and an ex-
panded session, joined by their
aides, Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Ryutaro Hashimoto and
South Korean President Kim
Young-sam said the naming of
their countries as co-hosts of
the 2002 World Cup has pro-
vided a new opportunity for
them to become closer. |

After a bitter two-year bid-
ding battle, Japan and South
Korea were choseh in May as
oint hosts of the finals by

IFA, soccer's world governing
"We reaffirmed that for the
peace and security of the re-
gion, continued close coopera-
tion between South Korea, the
United States and Japan is im-
portant." Hashimoto said at a
{ﬂlnt news conference with

1Tk

At the news conference,
the two leaders exchanged
soccer balls as a new symbol of
cooperation, but the two-day
"soccer summit," as South Ko-
rean media has dubbed it, was
overshadowed by long-simmer-
ing historical and territorial
disputés.

"With the joint hosting of
the World Cup as the impetus,
1 feel reassured that we agreed
to increase our friendly ties
through close cooperation,”
Hashimoto said.

1
Buster's
'b]" I L
comeback
ATLANTIC CITY, New Jer-
sey, June 23: James 'Buster’
Douglas, the only man to beat

Mike Tyson, returned to the
ring after a six-year layoff Sat-

urday and the former world -

heavyweight champion sto-

pped journeyman Tony la Rosa

in three rounds, reports Reu-
Douglas, fighting for the
first time since losing
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same day with still no competitive football in sight, premier division players keep busy in a practice session at the same stadium: only today it is barren.

. A year can make a lot of difference. Last year on June 22 Dhaka Stadium was bursting at its seam; what with the Molammedan-Abahani Federation Cup final on. This year on the

— Star photo

LIVERPOOL. Ju-
ne 23: France fo-
llowed England's
dramatic route
into' the semi-

m linals of Euro '96

@

with a 5-4 penalty shoot-out
victory over an unfortunate
Netherlands team at Anfield on
Saturday. reports Reuter.

After the day's secend suc-
cessive goalless encounter.
Dutch substitute Clarence See-
dorf saw his side's fourth spot-
kick saved by French goal-
keeper Bernard Lama’ and al-
lowed French defender Lau-
rent Blanc to sidefoot his team
into the last four.

The French will now meet
either Portugal or the Czech
Republic in the Manchester
semifinal on Wednesday.
Determined to restore na-
tional pride after their 4-1
hammering by England last
Tuesday. the Dutch twice came
agonisingly close to clinching
the game inside the last [ive
minutes of normal time.

Lama watched Philip Coeu's
iree-kick deflect off Blance
and strike his left-hand post
and then produced a desperate
last-ditch block to prevent
Seedorf from scoring in the
89th minute.

But it needed a wonderful
point-blank save from Edwin
van der Sar in the 105th
minute to stop France's Youri
Djorkeaff settling the tie in a
fluctuating exira-time period
which produced the night's
most compelling drama.

UEFAS -laid plan to
put an end to penalty shoot-
outs with the introduction of
the "golden goal” rule proved
fruitiess yet again, although
both sides did their best to
settle the issue without resort-
ing to the spot.

In the end the result came
down to those two moments

had done no penalty

Seedorf seals Dutch fate

involving man-of-the-match
Lama and Seedorf. who had
made a belated entry into the
game as a 60th minute re
placement for Dennis

Ber mp.
'F;: glt&l Madrid-bound

Seedorfl struck his kick too
close to the exultant goal-

kev:lgir'.

ich coach Aime Jacquet,
whose side are now unbeaten
in 27 games, described the
encounter as "very difficult’.

He may have to do without .

CLARENCE SEEDORF

striker Christophe Dugarry
who suffered a knee injury
which is likely to end his tour-
nament.

He dlso admitted his side
ractice
before the game. "My thoughts
go out to the Dutch trainer
tonight," he said. "I don't know
if we deserved to win it.”

Forthright tackling and a
gusting wind 'had earlier en-
sured a less-than-pretty maich
which fell some way short of

everyone s expectations save
Dutch coach Guus Hiddink.

He had predicied a physical
"battle” and the uunl:bgr ol
Dutchmen deployed behind
the ball constantly tesfed
French patience.

There wds certainly little
resemblance between L(he
Dutch team who folded so
speclacularly at Wim last
Tuesday and the tigerish unit
roared on by the faithful or-
ange-clad Hordes who heavily
outnumbered their French
counterparts. :

Their men should have
gone ahead in the 22nd
minute when an unmarked
Ronald de Boer saw his down-
ward header bounce over the

bar with the goalkeeper
beaten.
Kluivert missed his kick

from Cocu's cross. Bergkamp
was driven too wide after beat-
ing the off-side rap and Cocu
blazed over the bar from the
edge of the area to extend the
deadlock.

France, whose only real
first-half chance was a shot on
the turn from Patrice Loko,
were further inconvenienced
early in the second half when
Christian Karembeu was
booked fbr not retreating al a
free-kick.

it was his second yellow
card of the tourmament and
mans he will miss Wednesday's
semifinal.

A Zidane free-kick flashed
past the post in the 62nd
minute but, despite some close
calls 4t either end in extra
tirme; there was a f<ertain
inevitability about the shoot-
oul.

Zidane, Djorkaeff. Lizarazu
and Guerin all kept their nerve
before Blanc's decisive kick.
but the efforts of De Kock. De
Boer, Kluivert and Blind were
ultimately in vain.

his
- undisputed title to Evander

DORTMUND,
Germany. June
23: Michael Moo-
rer regained the
vacant IBF heavy-
weight title Sat-
urday by winning a split
decision over Germany's Axel
Schulz, reporis AP.

But Moorer. comiiig back
two vears after George Fore-

man stripped him of the IBF
and WBA titles, was more in

control , than the scoring
showed.
Schulz's sluggish start may

have cost him the fight. doom-
ing the German long before he
came alive in the seventh
round to carry the fight against
Moorer.

But even the German didn't
think he had won.

"I think the decision was
okay: I can live with it, because
I think Moorer's one of the
best fighters around.,” said
Schulaz, 27,

The judges ruled the out-
door bout held in a German
soccer stadium 116-113 and
115-113 for Moorer and 115-
113 for Schulz.

Schulz, 21-3-1, may have
misplayed his last chance to
become the first German

heavyweight champion since
Max Schmeling in 1930. He
has now lost three title fights
in 14 months.

But Moorer became a factor
again in the heavyweight
scene, wiping away the memo”
ries ol Nov. 5, 1994 in Las Ve-

as, when Foreman took away
is titles with one right to the
chin in the 10th round.

Moorer. 37-1 with 30
knockouts, dominated the first
six rounds against a sluggish
and passive Schulz, who always
appeared a step too slow.

But Schulz suddenly loos-
ened up in the seventh, hitting
a surprised Moorer with a
flurry of combinations that had
the crowd of 21,000 up on
their feet cheering wildly.

Schulz then pressed the at-
tack, until Moorer dashed hijs
last hopes with a furious series
of blows midway through the
11th.

Moorer's trainer, Teddy At-
las. had yelled at his fighter
before the start of the round to
get on the attack again,

"l told him this is going to
determine the next 20 years of
your life,” Atlas said.

Moorer sounded more re-
lieved than happy after the

Moorer regains IBF crown

decision was ammounced.

"Teddy pushed me real
hard, It was a real tough fight -
- 1 just want lo go home." said
Moorer. 28. .

After the Foreman knock-
out. Moorer disappeared from
the limelight. He has fought

only once since, whlnm% a de-
cision in May of 1995 over
Méelvin Foster.

The bout, televised live to
40 countries. was the most
important staged on German
soil since uhammed Ali
fought Karl Mildenberger iw
1966.

The IBF title was vacant
after Foreman stepped down.
refusing to fight Schulz for a
second time. He had won a
controversial 12-round deci-
sion over the German in April
ol 1995,

Schulz then lost a bout for
the vacant crown last Decem-
ber to South Africa's Frans
Botha, but the title was taken
away from Botha after he
lested positive for a steroid.

Neither Moorer or the

; lightvhjttini Schulz came close

to a knoc

fight.

down during the

| slumpe

BHF calls up
32 players
Sports Reporter

Bamaduh Hockey Federa-
uon (BHF) has called up 32
layers to the camp for the
a-rihromlnﬁ men's World Cup
hockey prelithinary round. to
be held In ltaly next Septem-
ber. |

Placed in Group B alon
with Ireland. Kenya, Poland,
Scotland. USA and hosts laly.
Bangladesh. who made a last-
ing impression in the recently
concluded Junior Asia Cup In
Singapore by defeating favou-
rites India. has taken their
next aoverseas lour verf
seriously for a passage into the
final round.

The players called to the
camp al BKSP are — Shamim
Ahmed, Rashed Khan, Mo-
hammed Javed. Rabiuddin
Ahmed. Shahidullah., Imtiaz
Ahmed, Mamunur Rashid.
Mahfuz'Alam, Ilsa Miah. Khur-
shid Alam, Zahiul Islam Mitul.
Mirajul Ahsan, Ziaur Rahman,
Tutul Kumar Nag, Haider Alam,
Nusa Miah, Ehtesham Hossain,
Ashikuzzaman, Rahmat Al
Asir, Mohammed Hassan,
Alamgir Alam, Ramiz Ahmed.
Rafiqul Islam Kamal Gias Ud
din. Osman Ghani. Tushar
Kanti Halder, Mahaboob Harun,
Mohammed Sadeq, Zahid Hos-

sain Razu, Sa . Sham-
suzzaman and id Hossain
The players have been

asked to report 1o coach Pro-
tap Shankar Hazra at the BKSP

on July 1 at 6 pm.

Nat'l TT meet
from Aug 8

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Table Tennis
Federation (BTTF) has an-
nounced fresh dates for the
21st national table tennis
championships after their first
abortive attempt a couple of
months ago.

BTTF. who had earlier
bowed to the demand of the
Rajshahi District Sports Asso-
ciation, the organisers and
hosts. of shifting the dates of
the national championships for
some unplausible reason, has
now decided to hold the meet
in Rajshahi from August 8-14.

Earlier. Rajshahi DSA ex-
pressed their reluctance to ar-
range the meet in summer for
what they claimed "the un-
bearabl:{mt spell” prevailing
all over the country at that
time. ' _

Meanwhile, the BTTF, in a

ress release issued yesterday,

as asked the affiliated bodies
to complete the entry formali-
ties by July 31.

LONDON, June 23: Kent,
who finished bottom of the
county championship for the
first time in their history last
season, took over at the top,
on Saturday after completing a
32-run win over last season's
champions Warwickshire, re-
ports Reuter. ’

Warwickshire. chasing an
unlikely 286 for victory,
to 139 for eight be-
fore a remarkable ninth wicket
partnership of 92 ih just 10
overs gave them a scent of
victory.

Andy Moles, who had re-
tired on Friday with a damaged.
thumb. returned jo the crease
to flay a defiant half-century
from just 25 balls and was fi-
nally outl for 76 while Ashley
Giles hit a career-best 65. But
it was not enough to stop Kent.

Kevin Evans took five for 30
to guide Nottinghamshire to
their first win ol the season
when they beat Gloucester-
shire by an innings and three
runs. '

Resu on 32 without
loss, Gloucestershire were
bowled out for just 190 second
time around despite the efforts
of Andrew Symonds who made

| ATLANTA. Geor-
: Ella. June 23

ichael Jehnson
electrified the US
Olympic athietics
irials Saturda
with a time
19.70 sec in the semifinals of
the 200m. but a following wind
denled him a world record.
reports AFP.

The time was f{aster than
the world record of 19.72 sec
set by Itallan Pletro Mennea in
Mexico Cily in 1979, but didn't

0 into the books because of a
7 metres per second laveo
urahle wind

Dan O'Brien and Jack
Pierce also firted with world
record

Four years alter the debacle
in New Orleans. O Brien
earned his first Olympic berth
in the decathlon with a total ol
B.726 points while_ Plerce
clocked 12 94 sec in the
1 1Om hurdles.

Johnson admitted he was
disappointed not te claim
Mennea's record. He had to
settle for wthe second-fastest
wind-alded time in histor
after the 19 61 sec recor
by American Leroy Burrell in
1990, %

He said he eased off slightly
at the end. and believed a 196
— and the oldest athletics
recoYd on the books. was

w r..*

Michael Johnson (L) and Floyd Heard race in the men's
200-metre semifinals at thé US track and field trials in At-

lanta on June 22.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer |

ACROSS 43 Egyptian Boston bow wood
1 Bearhand  king, 2 Opposite 25 Contro-
4 Owns briefly of sans versial
T Thwart 44 Authonta- 3 "The Way "60s
11 Completed live decree We —" musical
13 Partner of 46 Labyrinths 4 Ad — 26 Ms.
plata 50 Building committee Fitzgeraild
14 Busy with extension 5 Queued 27 Fishing
15 Humboldt 53 Madhouse  up boat
Current 55 Hub 6 Ferber equipment
locale 56 Inventor's book 28 Matter-
16 Male swan _ inspiration 7 Changes hom et al
17 “*Quantum 571, to “E" 1o "F"7 29 Actor
- Caesar 8 Wallet Neeson
18 Blood- 58 Banjo item 30 Carson's
hound's sefting? 9 Call-day SUCCRSSOr
, clue 59 Pantheon link 31 Dopey
20 It tells you 10 Prune compan-
what's left 60 Sitter's 12C ion?
22 Sauce creation *F" 1o “E"? 35 "Krazy —
source 81 Con- 19 AAA job 38 Fi lead-in SHEE VS
24 Land of clusion 21 — Alamos, 40 The

Johnson turns heat up

within his grasp. perhaps in
today's final

trials hawve shown that -

Johnson is more than

of pulling off an historic -
403:1 double at the Atlanta
CGames. Hé won the 400m final
ont Wednesday., and has since
made the adjustments neces-
sary for the 200m without a

MOSCOW. June 23: Russiam.
Grand Master Anatoly HAE:!:W
beat his young challenger Gata
Kamsky in the ninth game of
their World Chess pi-
onship match on Saturday, re-
ports Reuter.

. 45, leads 6-1/2 teo
2-1/2 in the 20-game series.
He needs four more wins to
keep his title.

Nottingham Open
S; e -

NOTTINGHAM, England,

£ | June 23 Dutchman Jan

Siemerink won the Neotting-
ham Open men's grass court
title on Saturday, bea San- -
don Siolle Australia 6-3. 7-6
(7-0), Reuter.

The -seeded Dutchman,

| who opens at Wimbledon next

week against French 16th seed
Cedric Piolline. won the first
set when the unseeded Aus-
tralian netied a backhand re-
fuTn on serve.

In the second set tie-break,
he reeled off seyen points in a
row to take the title.

8.636 points. Huffins finished
third with 8546 peints to
claim an berth.
Pierce's semifinal time of
19.94 in the hurdles was just
three hundrediths of a second
outside the world record of
Britor Colin Jackson. In the B-
nal he will face Allen Johnson,

Mark Crear and Roger King- -

hitch.

"1 felt good.” he said. "T'm
looking forward Lo the final
tomerrow. ' Carl Lewis also ad-
vanced to the 204 final with
the wsixth fastest qualifying

dom

'-fi:ihljr ha a lefl
thigh in unr,"m '?,nmnct
nonetheless advanced to the
final of the 200.

Gail Devers, who finished

time at 20,29, segond to Torrence in the

O'Brien, whose 1992 | final here., warded off a
ﬂlymﬁit hopes were ruined by catastrophe in the 100m. hur-
a no-height in the vault at dles semifinals when she
the US trials, equ his = touched a hurdle with her

sonal best pole vault, of 5.
lo take control of the competi-
ton.

1 didn't think about it.”
O’'Brien said of his 1992 fail-
ure. "l thought about deing
things technically correct. |
was happy. | knew | was on the
team then."

(rBrien finished with at to-
tal of 8,726 points. the eighth
time he has scored more than

leading foot but kept her bal-
ance to finish third and eam a
place in the final.

SA-USA friendly
drawn

RICHMOND, Virginia, Juhe
23:; Claudio Reyna scored from
a flirst-half penalty Saturday

night to give the United States
8,700 in the 10-discipline mjgl:-my . but South Africa
event. scored twice in the second
Steve Fritz, who spent most half of a 2-2 tie in a pre-
of the day in third place, fin- Olympic exhibition soccer
ished third In the 1,500 to game. reports AP.
ab second.place from first- Reyna s penalty beat South

ay leader Chris Hullins with  Africa goalkeeper Paul Evans to

the left post, and Jovan
Kirovski added a goal just after
halftime from 20 {r;nﬂl out off
a pass fpom A.J. Waed to
the United States a 2-0 .

Other US opportunities in
the first half came on 'S
corner kicks to Alexi as in
front of the goal. as Lalas
leaped over enders to head
the ball toward the goal four
times, hitting the cross bar in
the 40th minute.

South Africa scored its first
oal in the 55th minute when

nton Fortune slid one past
keeper Kasey Keller from 15
4 = yards. With 10 minutes to go,
§ George Koumantarakis gath-
ered a loose ball at the top of
the penalty area and. beat
Keller low and to the right to
tie it.

Huber's first

ROSMALEN, Netherlands.
@ | June 23: Anke Huber of Ger-
AT many won her first grass court
title when she beat Czech He-
lena Sukova 6-3, 7-6 in the fi-
al of the women's tournament
on Saturday, Reuter.
Huber, second but
no expert on grass, outclassed
her opponent with some
excellent play [rom the

4 baseline. .
But both players had prob-
n the windy

lems serving
conditions.

- 'The ‘eighth-seeded Sukova,
whose mother played the
Wimbledon final in 1562. lost
her service three times in the
first set.

The fifth-ranked German,
twice drop her serve in the
second set but managed to
fight back te take the set to a
tie-break. She took the'de-
cider 7-2, winning the last five
points in a row.

It was Huber's eight car
title 'and her first in 1996.

el

— AFP/UNB photo
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Holyfield on October 25, 1990, ottom-placed Worcester- AMYB FNIHFICNE VXMDPXYV
won when the side physi- shire were another team to
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