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The End of an Era

F things move to their
logical end. the results ol
this June’'s election
signal the' exit of Begum
Khaleda Zia and the entry ol

Sheikh Hasina. This change of

scene on the political stage
should prove more than a
mere change of scene. The era
of Sheikh Mujib was short-
lived. The era that followed,
despite changes. did net in
fact end with the fall of
Ershad. Begum Khaleda's five-
year is essentially a continua-
tion of the post-Mujib era.
Khaleda admittedly was mainly
instrumental in pulling down
" Ershad but the conflict was ba-
sically an in-house affair. No
amount of bitterness that is
generated in the process can
negate the fact that the over-
throw of Ershad in which
Khaleda a leading. ma-
be a d::l?uﬁ role Ell%ﬂ the
tter's assumption of power in
her capacity as Prime Minis-
ter. did not initiate a new
politics. Persons changed, pol-
itics remained the same.
Obviously there is a para-
dox here. How can the over-
thrower and the overthrown
be categorised the same? The
answer in the nature of the
“act. Did Khaleda appear on the
scene with a new . a new
mme? It will be difficult
to- prove that she did. Why
then did she initiate that re-
leritless cam Eiﬁc against
Ershad? She did ause she
Ershad as a usurper.

The fact that what Ershad did-

was almost a copybook repeti-
tion of what General Zia did
: — Or, was it six? — years
earlier did- not condone his
crime.

Ershad was one of the [am-
ily. so what? Did it not make
his betrayal all the more
heinous? y couldn't he re-
'main busy with his golf and
other pleasures? Who put it
inte his head to leave his

w for this higher and in-
tely more heady game of
politics? Who could have
thought that he was equal if

not superior to Zia in cool-

by Zillur Rahman

headed calculation? Why was it
necessary to finish ral
Manzur in such haste? Yes, the
rise¢ of Ershad was an act of be-
trayal, - betrayal of one whose
ty was taken for granted,
aking the betrayal all the
mere ble.

Khaleda has maintained this
stance about Ershad consis-
tently eves since he dislod
President Sattar in that light-

action when his own posi-
tion was threatened. The chain
of events leading to Ershad's
assumption ol Presidency
leaves no doubt about the in-
house character of the whole
thing. No politics other than
the politics of survival, and no
question of ideological import
had any thing to do with it.
Just remember what the new
man had to say in defence of
his take-over: corruption in
the' corridors of power. The
ineptness of the politics of
politicians — the standard plea
of seldiers seizing power —
was not sised. A new set
of aims and objectives was
framed. Canal digging — a Zia
fad — was dropped. Literacy
camp was Sshelved. Anti-
liberation forces. already re-
habilitated by Zia, continued to
feel comifortable  under the
nm;‘h dispc?satiu;l. ;

e policy of underplayin
the War of Liberation and thg
historic role of Mujib was fol-
lowed scrupulously. In foreign
relations, Zia's policy of
‘warmth toward that part of the
Islamic world that had op-
posed Bangladesh continued
and its corollary, coolness to-
ward India, remained a
corner-stone of the same pol-
icy. Finally, Zia's rejection of
secularism and induction of
Islam inte both the constitu-
tion as amended and political
practice, was not onW en-
dorsed but carried a few steps
further. Ershad projected him-
self as a high-profile Muslim,
much te the amusement of
others who knew him better.

The two generals shared a

common weakness, creating
and projecting a self-image in
a desperate bid for acceptabil-
ity. The aim was the same, the
style was different. The Zia im-
age was one of austerity and
incorruptibility. The Ershad
image was a hybrid one in
which the ur?iuc God and the
Greek god o try, llo,
jostled !’thﬂir s nul?éru%h
did their best in their respec-
tive role-playing. while at the
same time institutionalising
political corruption, and un-
dermining political institu-
tions. Between the two, apart
from some difference in em-
phasis, the basic political
tenets, all derived from the
guliticn,mllilar]r culture of

akistan, was one and the,

same. There is a deal of
irony in Khaleda-Ershad ha-
tred and enmity, and devoid of
a political or ideological con-

tent, it becomes a petty inter-
nal quarrel caused by al-
ity clashes.

In the final analysis the era
which to all appearances is
end this June, is one era. It
will be seen in future as one
drama, with a change in
dramatis personae, starting on
a high note and ending on a
note of both pathos and bathos,

in's conirast to the tragic
end of the era of Sheikh Mujib.
When I say that in June

1996 we are witnessing the
end of an era, | wish to em-
phasise that the next govern-
ment will frame and follow a

licy of governance very un-
ike the one marking the past
regimes, beginning with Zia,
through Ershad to Khaleda. A
radical change in godl and style
is inevitable, given the experi-
ence of past 20 years or so.
The constitutional continuity
will be there, on the surface.
Deep down, a profound discon-
tinuity, a clear change of direc-
tion will be initiated. And it is
this which will cut off the Zia -
Ershad-Khaleda era from the
one that follows.

I am not going to make any

government will achieve, But 1
can safely predict that they are-
ing to try. They are going to
ive uﬁ to the promises made.
They have seen, the nation has
seen, how brittle a government
can_be if it fails to deliver.
Khaleda government made the
mistake of concentrating all its
energy on the economic front
to the utter neglect of the po-
litical front, and thus perhaps
repeated the mistake of the
Soviet regime. The two de-
mand equal attention, and
economy cannot thrive where
democracy languishes.

The fallure on the political

front of the past regimes for-
ming a single era proved cos-
tly. The spirit of accommoda-
tion in conducting the Sangsad
affairs was markedly absent.
The Sangsad (tself did not
receive the kind of attention: it
deserved. The Speaker's auth-
ority was subject to a creeping
erosion. The three opposition
arties’ desertion of the House
eft the ruling party high and
dry, politically speaking, and
isolation produced bitterness,
b;lligcrencc and a stiffening of
the artery ‘ aralysis.
All this r.1+an| mﬁ:nﬁ]g demya.nd
for a fresh election under a
caretaker government irresis-
tible. The country had to foot
the bill of a totall um:cmagr
election in mid-February, an
its consequences took a heavy
toll of life and limbs, not to
mention the losses on the
economic front.

In June elections the voters
rejected the hawks of the rul-
ing party while endorsing the
party’'s continued role in the
politics of the land, — a yes
and a no at the same time. |
would interpret this as mean-
ing, among other things, that
the voters held those respon-
sible for their ﬁuﬁﬂﬁng' with-
out rejecting the party itself.
This leads one to hope {hat the
two parties together can still
make the new era an era of
march toward democracy.

through the right functioning
of the :
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prediction as to what the new |

ISTORY seems tore-

‘peat itself with ala-
rming regularity in
Assam. And each time, the un-
heeded message is the same:
litical promises when not
only invite trouble. In the
latest case, ethnic clashes in
the state's Kokrajhar and Bon-

aigaon districts left more-

an 75 dead in the span of a
week, jolting the newly in-
stalled vernment led by
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta — and
proving yet again that, con-

trary to recent claims, an end

to violence in the state re-
mains a distant dream. Com-
pounding the strife in Kokra-

ar was the more than 50 vio-
ent attacks across the state.
Among those killed was a su-
gerlntendent of police, R.K.
ingh, a minister in the
former Hiteswar Saikia cabi-
net, Nagen Neog, both by a
resurgent bnited Liberation
Front of Asom (ULFA. Parag
Das, a prominent newspaper
editor, was gunned down by
suspected sulfa militants —
ULFA cadres who had surren-
dered (see box).

The flare-up, expectedly.
was sparked by ethnic tensions
which Mahanta's predetessor.
Saikia, had barely managed to
keep the lid on by deployin
the army for the most part o
his five years in power. But
with the agp's election assur-
ance to the people that the
army won t be used to contain
insurgency ("The army is
meant for fighting external
forces and not for training its
guns on us,” says Mahanta), the
security problem has taken on
totally new dimensions.

atever the findings of the
commission that Mahanta has
set. up to inquire into the vio-
lence at anra{har. the state
Government will have to take
more than just increased se-
curily measures to bring the

the British tea plantations in
the area. The Adivasis now
make up as much as 30 per
cent of region's
With a growing shortage of
agricultural land, the
only stand to gain if the Adiva-
sis shift fro
if this calls for wviolence to
cause an exodus. Besides, the
Bodos are also wary
consolidation of Adivasi votes
which could upset the Bodo  joining hands with the ulfa —
‘The bosf are our brothers and
we have to help
chairman Aurobindo Rajkhowa
recently told a local newspaper
oing can only get
tougher for the chief minister.
Although Mahanta may be in a
position to tackle the bosf,
in the ulfa would be a
tough proposition for the AGP

in a number of
in Kokrajhar and
ongaigaon. In-the recently
concluded elections,
stance. Adivasi support is said
to have been instrumental in
the victory

applecart
ockets

candidate in Gossaigaon in
Kokrajhar district. The Bodo
leadership. though. denies any

ulation.
odos
the area — even

to the str
of a

for in-
— the

of a Congress

reining

BOSF whic _
area, And with the outfit lately

people

of the militant
operates in the

them.," ulfa

is the only process by which According
the vast ulation of Bangla- the
desh can turned into

valunable human resources —

Primary Education : Problems and Suggestions

RIMARY education
the basis of all educat-
lon. It is the foundation
onn which the huture attitude of
a child towards life depends. It

essential for

more useful

the world

on EFA held

a dcvcluplfg
country like ours. Educat

human resources are often
than natural
resources. Bangladesh being a
signatory of the resclutions of
conference

and UNICEF had

the heads

Bangladesh.
Bmﬂ

gisin

their

desh

A National Academy
Primary Education has been

in the

established and it has

entrusted to create awareness
among the people aboul the
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Summit
in November
1993 in New Delhi UNESCO
entrusted
overnments of
ndia, Pakistan,
. China, Egypt. Indonesia.
Mexico and Nigeria, the nine
mest populous countries of the
world., to be involved in ener-
activities of their re-
countries and to lend
r prestige and authority to
the worldwide effort. Indeed,
by a statutory law in 19980,
primary education has been
made compulsory in Bangla-

maktabs, -toles,

wou

cent drop out

the drop
minimise

some ste
tion has

supplied

ral areas on
sis. According
ment statistics

both the

heen to eflect,
main causes of such a
huge drop-outs are it) |
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HM-M'W:E: 60 per -~ Aecording - to
within Ist and mapping there is ’only one

2nd year, 30 per cenl between
3rd and 4th year and. finally,
10 per cent completg primary
course. Girls consist more . of
-outs than
this disparity, the
government has already taken
. such as, educa- m
made free and
and text books are
ee of cost. A pro-
amme, namely, 'Food Fer
ation’ has been

duced in some schools in ru-

the rate of

ts has been reduced to
40 pér cent. S0 more inten-
for sive eflorts are to be taken by

is by Prof Roushan Ara Hoque

urgency of educating the chil-
dren, both for national and in-
dividual interests.
to statistics of
Education Department,
there are 78,674 government
and non-government primary
schools, madrasas. mosque-
mandarﬁ—
school-branches etc. By the
year 2000 the number of pri-
school-going
cross two crore mark.
on So more class-rooms will have
‘Education for All by the Year to E created to ensure Edu-
ROOO' held at Thailand ‘m  ca :
1990 is committed bath na-
tionally and internationally to
ensure education for all.
Moreover,

Parental

discour

and e)
children

ing.

sc hool
minimise
primary

boys. To

only
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the most
from the school; b) Lack of
awareness of the
the need of educating their
r:ll]'lildr:n: ¢) Domestic help to
the rents

the &ya a.-ndptht
tance of schools
ng to the students
ninterestin
materjals and meth

In order to reducing the
rate of drop-outs, the above
Fproblems have to be salved.

established. The
houses of homes,
sheds elc. may
off hours as non-formal pri-
schools up to class Ill
having
about 30 students teaching
reading, writing and
metic. This ‘one

would be loca)l and the -
ents are to be motivated and

the convendence of incumbents

+0d avallability of the ce, eciable extent, the goal gpay
For the attainment of uni- E:

considered as

important factor: pr

rents about

rovided by both
ris; d) Dis-
rom homes

reading
of teach-

school

in every two kms. To

be utilise d at

one teacher for

arith-
class-room

actively involved in this pro-
CERs. t of the school
ment and the should be fixed according to

— L

don, GB. 151 Round 10:00 Liwe
Wimbledon Lawn Tenms Chamg
onships 1996 151 Round Feed

them

versal

|\

primary

steps:

nishable,
Local e

to school.

the distance, more to be given to the parents, as
schools are to be and when genuinely
ues. out-  for the loss of income by the
market- children.

e) So called employment of
minor children
should be banned to make

books,
. slates, exercise books,
ifins should be supplied at

to school.
hool-dresses,

intro- and one-teacher system’ intro- free of cost,
duced by BRAC has been Extra incentives and
experimental ba: proved very successful in re- s Tm should be given
0 a govern- mote areas. The teacher for regular attendance and

good results, and

h) Working hours of the ru-
ral schools many be set in the
afternoon to allow children the
hours to work for the

parents . In this way. to an ap-
achieved.
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education
within shortest possible time
a 'crash primary education'
me may be taken with
the owing

a) With intensive publicity,
schooling of all
should be declared as manda-
tory by law, the violation of
which may be

children

administration
should be entrusted for the
application of the law by form-
ing vigilant teams in every
area to motivate /compeel the
students in goi
¢] Parents should be ac-
countable and may
fined for their failure to send
their children to schools,
d) Compensation may have

even be

in any job

N Bacal 220 Clased
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Bodo problem under control. ‘such divisions. "We

For one. the contentious issue thought o! the Bodgs and
of includ the villages along  Adivasis as two communities.”
the 10 km er with Bhutan says BAC chief and leader of
in Bodoland Autonomotis the BSMC., Prem Singh
Coungil (BAC] remains to be Brahma. "It is definitely the re-
sorted out. Something that the  sult of a political conspiracy.”
Saijkia government failed to do. The magnitude of the vio-

and over which the All Bodo
Students Union (ABSU) dis-
owned the 1993 Bodo accord
and reverted to the demand of
a separate state. The People's 20

Democratic Front and Bodo settlements covering about
State Movement Councilv 500 km were razed to the ed
(BSMC) have united with the round. rendering two lakh n:ned =

absu on the issue. But given the
region’'s ground realities. suc-
cess even on this front may
little more than a
ather for the Government.
may be,
the Bodos — who constitute 25  att
r cent of the region's popu-
ation — have of late been out-
numbered by the Adivasis, who to
migrated to the region in the
early 18th century at the be-
hest of Christian missionaries
! and later became labourers in

rovide
Armed though they
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is proof of what
against 1n
Kokrajhar. Apart from the 50-
lled — as against
major: Adivasj

Is up

omeless. Said Roben Soren, a
survivor: "We would never have
abandoned our granaries and
homes if we were
minimum security cover. For
twoj nights we warded off the
king Bodos. But when they
came with guns, we fled.”

The state Government had
army
paramilitary forces.
shoot-at-stght orders and im-
pose night curfew. Said addi-
tional superintendent of po-

the

the AGP

11EVEer

imposed

in
By Ma

given the

and Army

jssue
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Government. As it is. there is a
fceiin(gj in certain quarters that
| campaign had the
tacit backing of the ULFA —
the party's election manifesto
spoke ol the right to self-de-
termination, which is also the
ULFA's ultimate aim. In fact,
many see in the latest killings
signs that the ULFA may be out
to prove that it can have its
way even 'if it means puttin
the AGP Government's survi
on the line — just as it had
done over five years ago when
the Mahanta minis
sacked and President's rule
on grounds of
espread lawlessness.

'!"I'ﬂ)d time nonid; the ULFA
first struck on
Binu Chetia, a Congregss leader.
nlunﬁ with four others at Ulup

garh in Upper
17 it had targeted
n 50 people in the
state. In fact. the outfit had not
just survived two full-fledged
army operations — Bajrang and
Rhino — as well as a split engi-
Saikia, but also ¢
trength. This- titne,
owever. ulfa cadres will have
to contend with another en-
emy: the sulfa.
ore than the administra-
tion. it is the ulfa that seems to
have learnt from its past mis-
takes. Hawin
beating at the hands of the
during Bajrang and
Rhino. the outfit, during the
past lew years when it lay low,

rore tﬁa

was

April 25. killing

Assam.

taken a severe

streamlined its
structure with
discarding
trict commands {(which were
easier to infiltrate), op in-
stead for battalion formations
and zonal commands —on the
lines of the bosf and the
dreaded National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (NSCN).
This will make identification
by: security forces more diffi-
cult than before. for
cadres will be known only to
their immediate bosses;

Given this scenario, Ma-
hanta seems to have adopted a
wait-and-watch strategy
opting for a political solution,
saying that his government, to-
‘ether with the Centre, would
ike a "negotiated settlement”
of the ULFA problem. But if
there is anything the new chief
minister has no illusions about,

that

- . .

Assam : Going Back to Blood and Tears
by Subrata Nagchoudhuri in Kokrajhar
lice, Kokrajhar, S.N. Singh:
“We had as many as three en-
counters with armed Bodo
youths who we knew were
members of the Bodo Security
Force {(BOSF). Soon we were
gr}?g]iu}ing with ‘30,000

ad fled their homes."
Singh's statement testifies

command

its leadership
the con of dis-

pow ulfa

. He is

it must be the administrative
pitfalls that await him. As if the
ulfa rampage and the ethnic
violence in
enou

okrajhar were snot

. top officials, incl
the chief secretary, DGP an
IGP. went on leave simultane-
ously. no sooner than the elec-
tion results had indicated the
possibility of an agp govern-
ment coming to
hanta condemned it, saying
‘their absence demor-
alised the entire force and we
are going to institute an in-
uiry into it". but the incident
id bring
political divisiops in the state’s
administrative machinery.

7 O CMdarly,  Mahanta has his
chief ministerial duties cut but:
fight the ethnic brush fires in
Kokrajhar while keeping the
ULFA in check. And even as he
addresses these issues,
must
promise of implementing the
Assam accord, something
had failed to do during his last
stint as chief minister. This
time. his task is not
easier by
his electoral allies are the
communist parties’and minor-
ity groupings. which have al-
ways opposed the Assam
tion as well as 'the accord. But
his poll promises will remain
just that unless Mahanta can
swiltl
ol violence in his state.

power. Ma-

into sharp focus the

he

fulfil the election

he

made
the fact that among

ta-

check the resurgence

— with Pranab Bora
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