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Sheikh
Hasima has disiributed the
portfolios among the ministers
and state ministers who were
sworn in here g;gtemlaj* after-
noon. reports ;

Prime Minister

The portfolios are as follow:

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina: Armed Forces Division,
Cabinet Division, Special Afl-
fairs, Defence Ministry, Infor-
mation Ministry, Shipping
Ministry, Plannini Ministry,
Environment and Forest Min-
istry. Jute Ministry, Textiles
Ministry, Civil Aviation and
Tourism Ministry, Land Min-
istry, Labour and Manpower
Ministry, Establishment Min-
istry and Health and Family
Wellare Ministry.

Abdus Samad Azad: Foreign
Ministry:

Md Zillur Rahman: LGRD
and Co-operative Ministry;

S A M S Kibria: Finance
Ministry.

A S H K Sadek: Education
Ministry, Primary and Mass
|h!_i:_ar:iuqratit:un Division and
Science and Technology Min-
istry;

ur Razzak: Water Re-
sources Ministry;

Tofael Ahmed: Commerce
Ministry and Industry Min-

Ehnmddin Khan: Power,
Energy, and Mineral Resources

Ministry:
Major (retd) Rafiqul Islam
BU.: me Ministry:

Mohammad Nasim: Post and
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REGD

NOY XA TR

ASHAR

| ()

1403 BS,

Bangabhaban yesterday.

Awam League chief Sheikh Hasina taking oath as Prime
Minister of the People's Republic of Bangladesh at

— Star photo
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"Time for peace,
progress'

By Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina, leader of the Awami League Parlia-
mentary Party (ALPP), was sworn-in as Prime Minister

yesterday.

President Abdur Rahman Biswas administered the
oath of office to the new prime minister at a solemn

ceremony at the Darbar Hall of the Bangabhaban at 5-30

pm.

After swearing-in of the new prime minister, the
President administered oath to eleven ministers and eight
ministeks of state at the largely attended function that coin-
cided witn the AL's 47th founding anniversary.

The ceremony began with playing of the national

The 48-year-old Hasina, wearing an off-white silk saree
and a black headscarf solemnly recited the words of the
oath of office and secrecy amid glare of flash lights and

clicking of cameras.

Confident and lively Hasina then smiled at the audifhce
at the packed Darbar Hall which bust into clapping and

applause.

After the oath-taking, she exchanged pleasantries with

the President and then signed the oath of offieé and oath of
secrecy.

Talking briefly to journalists, she called for calm and
restrain by all and sought cooperation of the opposition po-
litical parties for consolidation of democracy and well-
being of the people.

"It is the victory of the people who sacrificed a lot to
establish their right to vote. Now is the time for
mrd \ to developing the country maintaining peace and
oraer.

Referring to BNP, the largest opposition in the Par-
liament, she said, "We two worked together in our long
struggle for restoration of and I hope if we work
um;tledlywewiﬂheahletnhadthemuntwtnitsdesired
goal."

Sheikh Hasina, daughter of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman who had led the country to indepen-
dence, is the tenth prime minister and the second woman

i inister of

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who had ruled

See Page 12 Col 4
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MPs-elect take oath today

The MPs-elect of Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP)
are scheduled to take oath
today at 5:00 pm. according to
a high official of the Jatiya
Sangsad secretariat.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
will administer the oath at the

Bhaban.
th 116 members clected
to the Parliament in the June
12 general elections, the BNP
has emerged as the largest
ever opposition party in the
Parliament.

Meanwhile. sources close to
the BNP high command told
this correspondent yesterday
that the leadership was plan-
ning to make the party an
"effective” Opposition in Parli-
ament while also thinking

BNP to make party an
effective Opposition

By Nurul Kabir

about steps to reinvigorate the
organisation across the coun-
iry.

"The party would continu-
ously mount pressure on the
Awami Lt‘aFLIE s0 that the gov-
erninent of Sheikh Hasina is
compelled to implement its
election pledges,” a member of
the party's standing committee
told this correspondent last
night.

Replying to a question. the
BNP leader said. "Although we
are robbed of a large number ol
seats in the June 12 polls, we
would continue to fight for the
cause of people. ”

Explaining the BNP leader
said that the party would de-
mand immediate implementa-

See Page 12 Col |

President Abdur Rahman Biswas administering oath to 11 cabinet ministers at Bangabhaban yesterday

CHITTAGONG. June 23
The government has sent a let
ter to Shantibahini leaders
with a proposal for further ex
tension of the on-going cease
fire in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts up to September 30
highTIg‘phred sources said.
on-going ceasefire s
gue Lo expire on June 30
The government's Special
Affairs Division sent the letter
recently through Hangshadoz
Chakma. convenor of i -
son Committee., the sources
said
But Shantibahini leaders
were yet to give any reply, the
SOUTCces
Meanwhile, the eight
Shantibahini men who surren-
dered to the security forces
recent months. lold a press
conference at Chut can-
lonment today that they laid
down arms getng disgusted
with jungle-life. intra-party ri
valry and due to frustration

Govt proposes extension
of CHT ceasefire

From Staff Correspondent

aboul thelr uncertain future

Seven of the eight Shan
tibahini men were present at
the press conference. They
were Aung She Pru Marma. Pal
Mong Arma Rupayan
Chakma, Amullyadan Chakma,
Alok Bikash Chakma, Sugata
Chakma. and Binod Boran
Chaloma.

They alleged that the
Shantibahini leaders were in-
volved in misappropriation of
toll money collected |legally
from prnpﬁ- in the CHT

They hinted that all other
hhuﬂl.’gahmmmn might return
if the new government could
resolve the hill tract issue

BSS adds: The Shantibahind
men sald that they were dis
appointed with the objective
and activities of Lthe Shan
tibahini which could not bring
any welfare to the tribal people
ol Chittagong Hill Tracis

They said that the insur
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Nation will ever
remember role
of caretaker
govt: Hasina

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has sald that the nation
would ever remember with
gratitude the important role
played by the caretaker gov
ernment in holding a free, fair
and neutral election and help-
ing project correctly the man-
date of the people despite
many hindrances, reports BSS.

Sheikh Hasina was talking
to the members of the Advi
sory Council whom she met
belore leaving Bangabhaban fol
lowing her swearing-in as
prime minister of the country

I feel good : CA
Chiel Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman yesterday said
he was leeling good and re
lieved aller the [ulfillment of
the respensibilities reposed in
hum and his council of advis
Ers
He sald now a newly elecied
governmernt has been installed
See Page 12 col 5

Democracy will flourish further, hopes President
Objective of constituting
caretaker govt attained

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday expressed his
firm hope that democracy and
democratic values will flourish
further with the installation ol
the new government in the
country. reports BSS

T am wvery much hopelful
that a new horizon of devel
opment process will be

opened up and democracy and
democratic values will flourish
more during the tenure of the
new goverrument,’ he said in an
address to the nation over Ra
dio and Television yesterday
evening.

Today | am happy to inform
you that the objective of con
stituting a caretlaker govern

ment through the 13th
Amendment ol the Consiiu
tion has been successiul he

said in a speech the members ol all political
The President said, "The arties for their cooperation in
majority party has formed the Rt:-]dlng the polls.
governmen! on the basis of an Referring to the May 20 in-
acceptable election with the cidents in the army. the Presi-
turnout of more than 73 per dent said many people had ex-
cent voters.” pressed their diversified opin-
President Biswas said there ions, analysing the actions
was no lapse on his part in taken after the incidents.
discharging his responsibilities '‘Many people have made
neutrally as the President in  harsh remarks, saying the ac-
holding the elections lions were taken to influence
He rxg,zrrqs_irrl his gratitude lhe elections. Even' no at-
to the Chief Adviser of the |empts were spared to create a
rift between the caretaker
government and the President
and to mislead the people.’ he
said.
President Biswas said, But
it has been proved today that
their apprehension was base-

less agréhﬁ - Illéngnlg;'nfcss

caretaker government. advis
ers, Chiel Election Commis-
sioner, election commission-
ers and all concerned officials
and employees with the polls
Pl’ru'fiﬁ including the mem
»ers of Armed Forces. police,
BDR and Ansars

The President also thanked

==
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Addl AG Wadud
Bhuiyan resigns
Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan yes-
terday submitted his resigha-
tion as Additional Attorney
General “on persnnal&uund'.
it was learnt. reports :
Earlier on Saturday Attor-
ney General M Nurullah and
another additional attorne

neral Abdul Wadud Khond-
had tendered resignations,

Official result of
Comilla-3

The Election Commission
(EC) yesterday announced the
official result of Comilla-3 con-
stituency, actording to a

gazetie notification. reports BSS.

T

parole,

yesterday

Jailed Jatiya Party Chairman H M Enhadfreleaud on
entering the JS building to take oath as an MP

ko

— Btar photo

I am no angel, says Ershad

By Staff Correspondent

Former president and the
'ﬂ”td Jatiya Party (JP) leader

M Ershad said that he would
have apologised 1o the people
if he was allowed to address
the nation over Radio and
Television prior to the elec
tions.

Ershad came out on
fer a few hours vyesterday
mo . and was sworn-in as
an MP along 'with his wife
Raushan Ershad and other
MPs-elect of his party at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban. Prior to
his swearing-in. Ershad was
talking to newsmen at the
commitlee room-1 of the

Sﬂn?adﬂhahl.n.
‘1 might have committed

mistakes t unknowingly .-
said Ershad in a emotional
voice referring to his nine
years | rule which ended
in a r upsurge in 1990
and am. 1 angsmfngrl .. to
err is human.”

Giving his reaction about
the June 12 elections, Ershad
said "It is a victory for all.” and
added that his party had neo

aimnts

ressed immaculately, a
beaming Ershad said. "1 feel
better breathing in the free air
after a long time." giving his

See Page 12 Col |
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Aid level can be maintained
if reforms continue: WB

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA, %
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTAN! MARBLE

By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

Bangladesh will be able to
maintain the level of aid that it
had in the past, if the reform
programme is implemented,
said the World Bank (WB)
miisston chief in Dhaka.

“l do not say that there is
necessarily going to be an in
crease in aid because the over-
all availability of aid is less now
than it was in the past. But,
Bangladesh is very well placed
if it now carries forward its re-
form programme to make a
substantial claim on the avail-
able aid resources,” said Plerre
Landell-Mills in an interview
with The Daily Star last werk

About the economic polic
of Awami League. whic

emerged as the IETN rty in
rliament. Landell-Mills said
hat the party has oriented its

policy towards the reform
agenda particularly free enter-
prise. liberali economy,

with a big role for the private
sector supported by public
sector services which encour
aged investment

He said that the Bank is
very impressed the party's
commitmeni o Improve [(he

functioning of the parliament,
to make it more responsive to
the public. more client ori-
ented, more accountable, and
more transparent.

Talking about the most im-
poriant preoccupation of the
new government, he said in-
troduction of a new budget is
needed immediately which
will bring macro-economic
stability.

"Without this, it would be
very difficult to carry out the
programmes which she has
indicated she wants to carry
out,” obeerved the WB chief.

Asked about the AL's pled?
to give subsidy to the cu
tural sector, he said AL is very
concerned to provide assis-
tance to the farmers “which is
correct”,

"But our experiences show
providing subsidies has a lot of
problems because subsidies
rarely reach the farmers
They are skimmed by the in-
termediaries to make high
profita.” he observed.

So subsidy is not a very el-
[ective way of helping the
small or poor farmers, Landell

Mills maintained and sug-
gested "If you have choice in
the money that you have got to
help farmers. | would suggest
to put that in improving seeds
and improving roads and mar-
kets. And the best way of im-
proving prices for farmers is to
improve marketing facilities.”

A lot more is to be done to
improve availability of seeds to
the farmers. he said. "The
seeds business should be
opened up to the private sec-
tor. Al the moment there are
lots of restrictions on seeds
distribution by private seed
farms.”

Questioning the qunllty of
the past ment s invest-
ment pattern, Landell- Mills
said the Bank had identified a
large number of projects
which appear not to be well
justified, and ects which
may have been put in for polit-
ical reasons.

1 would question much te

‘the investment which is .

pased in the Teesta dam

which needs to be t‘owhlrl]'

reviewed 1t was a white ele-
See Page 12 col 8
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BNP chairperson and

former prigme minister Begum

Khaleda Zid has congratulted
Awami League Chiel Sheikh
Hasina on her assumption of
the office of Prime Minister,
reports UNB. -

In a written message -

terday, Zia on
behalf nmand on her own

behalf 'sincere greetings and
best wishes' to Hasina for tak-
ing oath as the Prime Minister
of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh.

"l wish you success and
good health. May Allah bless
}rUL{j." the BNP chairperson
said.

BNFP joinl secretary general
Selima Rahman and JASAS

leader Emran Saleh Prince
look Begum Zia's message of
greetings and a bouguet to
Hasina's Dhanmondi residence
at 8:15 pm vesterday.

The new Prime Minister
was not present at the house at
that time and the BNP delega-
tion waited there for some
time 1o meet with her.

Later., on being informed
that Hasina might be late in re-
turning home as she was busy
in a function, Begum Zia's
emissaries handed over the
letter and the bouquet to S M
Kamal Hossain, the only Awami
League leader “present at the
house.

The two emissaries of Be-
gum Zia were entertained with
sweets at the new prime min-
ister's house.

AL wants to

work together
with BNP
By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has felicitated Begum
Khaleda Zia. leader of the main
opposition party in the Sev-
enth Jatiya Sangsad, and said

that she was looking forward

to work with th« BNP in con-
solidating democraty in the
country.

Giving her instant reaction
to newsmen soon after taking
oath as the 10th Prime Minis-
ter of Bangladesh yesterday.
Sheikh Hasina said. "We two
worked together in our lon

struggle for restoration o
democracy in the country and
I hope if we work unitedly we

will be able to lead the country
to its desired [gﬂal and advance
the journey of democracy.”
alking to the newsmen at
the Darbar Hall of Bangabha-

ban, the new Prime Minister
urged the BNP chiefl lo accept

the peoples’ verdict.

BNP has emerged the
largest ever opposition in par-
liament bagging 116 seats in
Lthe 300-seat Jatiya Sangsad in
the June 12 elections.

Replying to a question
whether the inclusion of a
Jatiya Party leader in her cabi-
net. meant that she was head-
ing a coalition government.
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Another batch
of MPs-elect

- takes oath

By Staff Correspondent

The members ol Parliament
(MP)-elect from the Jatiya
Party (JP). the Awami League,
the Jamaat-i-Islammi and the
10 were sworn in separately
al the Sangsad Bhaban yester-
day morning.

All MPs-elect of the JP and
its leader H M Ershad, who
was released on role for the

. occasion, took their oaths at

around 10:00 am,

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
administered the oaths to
;‘hrm al the Committee Room

o-1.

Later the Speaker adminis-
tered oaths to 11 more from
AL who were declared elected
after repolling. The AL MPs-
elect were administered oaths
at the Speaker's chamber.

The aker also adminis-
tered oaths to three MPs-elect
from the Jamaat ‘and the lofe
IOJ MP-elect in his chamber

separately.
PM to meet

diplomats
today

By Staff Correspondent
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will meet the heads of
diplomatic missions based In
Dlrnka today, accordilyg to offi-
cial sources.
The meeting will take
at the Prime Minister's
at 5.30 :
The gt':mr Minister is ex-
ted to briel the diplomats

W
bout th icy of the
;.n- . *Pd on the
established
all and

of 'friendship towa
malice towards none’ and seek

the continued sup and

ey .
ewly appoin

Minister s Samad Azad

who was also the first foreign
minister of independent
Bangladesh and State Minister
for Foreign Affairs Abul Masan
Chowdhury will be presemt on

| the occasion



