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Sheikh Hasina: A profile

Sheikh Hasina was born on
28th September 1947 at Tun
Flpﬂra, a remote village under
opalganj district which is also
birth place of the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. She is the
eldest daughter of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah
man. the founder of inde-
pendent Bangladesh and the
democratically elected Head of
the State, Her mother Begum
Fazilatunnesa was widely re-
spected as a tender hearted
lady and for love for the poor
and oppressed people.

In 1968 Sheikh Hasina was
married o an eminent scien-
tist of Bangladesh M A Wared
Miah and they are now the
parents ol one son an: a
daughter.

After her marriage Sheikh
Hasina continued her studies
and she graduated from the
University of Dhaka in 1973.
Scion of a political family. she

s s

was actively involved in siu:
dent politics in her college
and university life. She gained

litical experience as the go-
etween in her role to main-
tain contact between her fa-
ther and the political and stu-
dents leaders during Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's repeated
imprisonmernt by the Pakistani
rulers in late sixties. Always
pupular among the students,
Sheikh Hasina was elected as
the Chief of the Student Union
of Eden Girls' College, the
leading women's cullege in
Bangladesh when she was

studying there. She was a
member of Studen! League of
Dhaka Unive:isity and
Secretary of the branch of

Student League | Rokeya Hall.
She was President of Eden
Intermediate Girls' College
Student Leadue. She actively
participated in the mass up-

surge of 1944 and at the time
of the Libe (ion War of 1971,
she was . prisoned by Paki-

stan Occupation Army along-
with her husband, mother,
sister and brother.

On the fateful night of
August 15, 1975 when some
disgruntled army officers as-
sassinated the Father of the
Nation and elected Head of the
State Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman., his wife,
three sons and all the inmates
of his residence to capture
power, Sheikh Hasina and her
only sister Sheikh Rehana

AL foundi

From page 1
niversary today.

The presidential invitation
to Awami League to form gov-
eraument came after its emer-
gence as the largest party in
the seventh Jatiya Sangsad
through the June 12 elections.

The histo of Awgmi
League is closely linked with
the history of the birth of
Bangladesh, the great mass
movements and causes for
which the Bengalee nation
fought for over the period be-

nning from the Pakistani

Awami League pioneered
the movement for establishin
AL as a political party playu?
the role of a rolling stone that
Bengali as the state language,
democracy and p. ople's legit-
imate rights dunng the Pakis-
tani period and also against
autocratic rule in B adesh.

In 54 election the then
United Front of which Awami
League was an ally, had routed

—al e = Py L R gy o

survived the carn as they
were then on a visit to West
Germany Her divine fate led
her to escape the conspiracy of
eliminating the entire of
the father and su uently
hnnglnﬂ her to the leadership
of the jargest political organi-
sation in adesh.

Sheikh Hasina was unani-
mously electéd the President
of the Awami Le in 1981,
while she was in exile. She
was forced to live in exile be-
cause ol the restrictions put on
her return home by the then

overnment in Bangladesh.
nding six years in exile she
returned home finally on 17
Mav. 1981 to a lumultous wel-

come by million of ople
when she declared. "1 have
you to

nothing to lose, |1 pledge
ﬂghtnfur restnrnpunn of the
democratic rights of my peo-
ple.”

In 1992, Sheikh Hasina was
once again elected unani-
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mously the president of the
party.

~ Sheikh Hasina earned when
she converted the historic
house 'Bangabandhu Bhaban'
into 'Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur hman Memorial
Museum’ which is a silent wit-
ness of many historic events
includin the Nation's

Liberation War and the assassi-
nation of its founding father
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman. Sheikh Hasina consti-
tuted a Trustee Board with
herself of its Chairperson.

She is an avid reader of
books and journals on interna-
tional politics, literature and
social changes. Author of sev-
eral books, one on ‘The plight
of the street children', ‘ﬁﬂ:
origin of autocracy' and the
other one 'Elimination of
poverty and some thoughts'.
She has written numerous ar-
ticles on different Socio-
Economic and political issues
of the country. She was a
prominent member of a cul-
tural organisation called 'Cul-*
ture and Literature Sangha'
and a foundi member of
Abahani Krira Chakra, a
sports club of the country.

She is a pious lady and per-
formed Hajj thrice in 1985,
1992 and 1 :

Sheikh Hasina is a widely
travelled personality. She has
visited many countries of Asia,
Africa, Europe and America.

- From official publication
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the Muslim League, gaining
peo llca' mandate in favour ol
its 21-point programme.

Awami League was the only
party to steer peoples’ move-
ment against Ayub Khan's
‘Basic Democracy' and the mil-
itary regime of Yahia. S
from the Langu?e Movement
Awami Leagues Six-Point Mo-
vement led to the 1969 mass
upsurge.

The party, under the lead-
ership of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman gained landslide vic-
tory in the 1970 general elec-
tions that virt determined
the fate of the na and ulti-
matel
Bangladesh through war,

eikh Hasina now the

party chief and her youn
sister Sheikh Reha.nar:scaw

the coup in mid- ust, 1975
in which Bangab u and his
kith and kins were killed.

Sheikh Hasina was urlani-

mously elected President of

Awami League in 198],

led to the emergence of
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Tk 8.5 cr Chinese
loan for DCC

Dhaka City C tion
and China National Corporation
for Overseas Economic Coop
eration yesterday signed an
agreement of Taka B. crore
interest free loan for import-
ing various machines and
equipment under the Dhaka
City Road Development and
Repair Project, reports BSS.

The China National Cerpo-
ration for Overseas Economic

{_luopt;:dthg tative Yuo
Zang City (.urgor a-
tion chief executive Syed
Moniruddin signed the agree-
ment at N haban in pres
ence of Ch , coun

cillor [Economic and Com:
mercial] and officials of the
City corporation. a corporation
press release said.

5 killed in
road mishap

RAJBARI. June 22: Five
people were killed and three
others seriously injured in a
road accident on the Rajbari-
Faridpur Highway today, re-
ports UNB

Police and hospital sources

said the accident occurred at
noon when a bus rammed a
tempo near Bashantapur rail-
way level-crossing in Sadar
thana.
The dead were identified as
Alimuzzaman Alem, 35, a busi-
nessman, Humayun Kabir K-
han, 40. a physician, Chinmoy
Biswas, 35 a school teacher,
and Zahid Hossain, 30, and
one unidentified man.

The injured — Asaduzzman
Chanchal, Ishak and an uni-
dentified one — were rushed
to Faridpur Sadar Hospital.

A case was filed relatives
of one of the victims with

Sadar thana.

US envoy holds
talks with Hasina

UUS ambassador to B a-
desh, David N Merrill, e a
courtesy call on Awami c
President Sheikh Hasina at
Dhanmondi residence in the
city yesterday afternoon.
reports BSS.

During the meeting theyv
discus matters relating to
mutual interest between the
two friendly countries as well
as international issues.

Merrill felicitated Sheikh
Hasina on her ‘s winning
majority in the free and neu-
tral Jatiyva Sangsad elections of
June 12,

Awami League leader Abul
Hasnat Abdullah, MP was also
present on the occasion.

Meanwhile, Thailand am-
bassador Sunthorn Viathya-
meth; Indonesian ambassador
Hadi A Wayarabi Al-Hadar. and
the Phillipines ambassador
Jose E Colingasan made
courtesy call to Sheikh Hasina
at her Dhanmondi residence

yesterday.
During the meeting they
discussed matters of mutual

interest and international is-
SLIeS

The ambassadors congratu-
lated Sheikh Hasina for her
palit}"s victory in the June 12

S.

Sheikh Hasina's political
secretary Shah A M S Kibria.

Awami ue leaders Ataur
Rahman an Kaiser. Abul
Hasan Chowdhury and Abul

Hasnat Abdullah were also pre-

President Abdur Rahman Biswas poses for photograph with Chief Adviser Muhammid

Habibur Rahman and other members of the advisery council at Bangabhaban yesterday.

~— P1D photo

BNP resolution
Govt, EC have failed to
hold free, fair polls

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) said in the city
yesterday that the caretaker
government and the Election
Commission had totally failed
to hold a free. fair and neutral
election which the nation had
expected. reports BSS.

A resolution adopted at
BNP's national standing com-
mitiee meeting, alleged that
the caretaker government had
shown partisan attitude and
carried out activities in favour
of a particular political party in
violation of its constitutional
responsibility and commit
meTt,

The people's verdict. il

Hasina, other AL
MPs place wreaths
at portrait of
Bangabandhu

The newly-elected Awami
League MPs. led by party
resident and parliamentary
eader Sheikh Hasina, placed
wreaths at the rtrait of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at the Bangabandhu
Bhaban in the city yesterday.

reports UNB.
Hasina. on behalf of the
party. first placed wreath at

the portrait of Bangabandhu at
abost 9:20 am.

Later, she went upstairs
where her father and other
family members were assassi-
nated in August, 1975, °

10 police officers
leave for Angola

A 10-member Bangladesh
police officer team left Dhaka
vesterday for Angola Lo join the
United Nations peace mission
as police observer, a press re-
lease said yvesterday. reports

sald, was notl reflected In the
election owing to the partisan
attitude and activities of the
carelaker government

The resolution said that the
carelaker governmen!t did not
take any step and pay heed to
the allegations repeatedly
made by the BNP Moreover,
the caretaker administration,
had done such activities (facts
are available) which led the
election results in favour of a
particular political party.

The resolution said that the
EC had also lailed to discharge
its consututional responsibility
entrusted Lo L.

It also protested the hasty
publication of the gazette of
election results of 111 seats
about which the BNP had
lodged written complaints to
the Election Commission.

The meeting, in another
resolution, extended felicita:
tions to the people. particu-
larly to the women for their
huge participation in the June
12 election and June 19 re-
polling and the massive sup-
port to the BNP and expressed
Eﬁﬂtudﬂs to the Almighty Al-

The meeting demanded
immediate release of the party
leaders. workers and support-
ers arrested before and after
the election and withdrawal of
false cases against them.

The BNP also directed its
leaders and workers to further
strengthen their activities to
consolidate the party at the
grass-root levels.

Presided over by the party
chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia, the meeting was attended
by Mirza Golam Hafiz, Prof A Q
M Badruddoza Chowdhury. Ma-
jid-ul Huq. Saifur Rahman. Ab-
dus Salam Talukdar, Abdul
Matin Chowdhury. Dr Khan-
dakher Musharral Hossain, Dr
R A Gani, Chowdhury Tanvir
Ahmed Siddiqui, Khandaker
Delwar Hossain and Barrister

Rafiqul Islam Mia.

|

CA visits ministries.

thanks officials

Chiel Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman yesterday
went to various minfstries and
offices, mainly to thank the of
ficlals and employees for their
support In acce ishing his
mission, ~ ;

The Chief Adviser. in his
last full day in office. visited
the foreign ministry. police
headquarters. ce museum
and attended his Secretariat
office when he expressed his
good wishes for the officials

and employees
During his visit to the Min
istry of Foreign Affairs. which

was under his portfolio during
the tenure of the caretaker
government, Habibur Rahman
talked to the officials and em

ployees ol all levels,

Later in a meeting witli
mgh officials, Foreign Secre
tary Farooq Sobhan briefed the
Chief Adviser about the activi-
lies of different sections of the
ministry.

Later, he visited the lice
headquarters and had a meet-
iig with the senior police ofli-
cials.

Case against 24

From page 1

Samannoy Committee with the
Nirmul Committee and 70
other pro-liberation political
parties and socio-cultural and
student organisation.

Parts of Jhenidah
town jolted

JHENIDAH, June 22: A
tremor jolted parts of the town
mdacrccrealing panic among its
residents, reports UNB.

Witnesses said panic-
stricken residents left their
homes and ran helter skelter
as the mild earthquake was felt
twice at 7:47 pm and 7:49 pm.
No casualty or damage was re-
ported. %

Deputy Commissioner Mo-
hammad Mizanur Rahman said
the earthquake could not be
measured as there is no mete-
orological office in the district.

From

a self-reliant, laborious and
creative nation."

In an emotion-choked
voice, the Chief Adviser ap-
preciated the officials and em-
pltgm of different ministries
and government offices and
thanked them for performing
their duties in holding the
June 12 elections in a free and
fair manner.

He particularly thanked the
members of Army. Navy, Air
Force, Police, BDR and Ansar
forces for the whole-hearted
support and cooperation in
crcaling a congenial atmo-

or

sphere a free and impartial
election.

Moreover, Rahman ex-
pressed his sincere thanks to
the Chief Election Commis-
' sioner, the two election com-
missioners, the sec and
the officials and employees of
all levels of the EC for con-
ducting the polls in a free, fair
and impartial manner, _

Appreciating the encour-
agement given by the Presi-
dent in carrying out his on-
erous responsibilities, the
chief adviser thanked the
President on behalf of the
Council of Advisers and on his
owm behalf.

Referring to the Experie-
nces gained during the last 12
weeks, he said he himself and
other advisers had worked
relentlessly remaining above
all controversies to conduct a
free and peaceful election.

"We have tried all the time
for maintaining the govern-
ment's constitutional supre-
macy and neot indulged in any
harmful imagination in this
regard,” he said, in an oblique
reierence to the 13th
Constitution Amendment
which set off wild controver-
sies.
He said there might be dif-
ferent explanations of a consti-
tutional provision and it is not

"often easy to find out the in-

" CA: Develop

tentions or objectives of the
lawmaker in formulating a
provision”.

Rahman said there were
three things before the non-
party caretaker government to
do — settinﬁ in motion the
near-standstill wheels of the
economy, curbing terrorism
and improving law and order
situation. and holding a peace-
ful and free élection in the
country.

He noted with satisfaction

that the cloud over the fate of
the economy had cleared while
inflation declined, supply of
foodgrains increased, the
gradual declining trend in for-
eign exchange reserve position
improved and losses in trade
and commerce recovered to
some extent.
'l hope the overall situation
and the economy will again
gain momentum and be reju-
venated with the healing unc-
tion given by the election,” the
chief adviser said.

He informed that they had
received various advices from
different people and organisa-
tions which could not be im-
plemented due to their en-
gagement with holding elec-
tion. ¥he recommendations,
however, were left over differ-
ent ministries.

He said the caretaker gov-
ernment thought about some
steps for improving the law-
and-order agencies, perma-
nent commission for law re-
forms, separation of the judi-
clary from the executive, but
only took some interim mea-
sures like formulating provi-
sional budget to run the coun-

try.

"We have come to the con-
clusion that the elected gov-
ernment will understand t-
ter the requirements of the

count and how to meet
these, how to welfare for
the country, and will take

necessary ste to t end.”
he said. £

From the experiences he
gathered in running the gov-
ernment. Habib suggested that
the first priority should be en-
suring political stability and
accommodating all shades of
opinions, for tEc development,
of the country. :

Two other things are im-
provement of law and order si-
tuation and continuous vigi-
lance in implementing the
principles of running the state,
depicted in the second part of
the country's Constitution.

"The national objectives will
have to be set keeping in mind
the basic needs of food, cloth-
ings, shelter, education and
medicare,” he said, calling for
stopping all wastage and fol-
lowing austerity in the admin-
istration.

He also observed that any
practice aiming at profit in
poverty alleviation and devel-
opment, ignori social, cul-
tural and economfic tradition of
the country, would prove in-
complete.

"The responsibilities of re-
solving the problems of the
country will have to be shoul-
dered the sons of the soil.
None other than he who is at

ains can feel the pains,"
man said.

The chief adviser also
pointed out their decision not

to request the President, if not

an urgent necessity. to pro-
mulgate ordinance as the ap-
plication of the power to pro-
mulgate ordinance in a demo-
cratic ity should be used on
limited occasions.

He said he deemed that
indirect hindrance to lawmak-
ing power of the parliament
would not be good for the
nurturing of the democratic
tradition in the country.

Regretting the unnatural
deaths during the elections, he
expressed shock and conveyed
sg:lpathlﬂ to the members of
the bereaved families. It, he
hoped. is not far away when

political culture

nobody will die unnaturally in
election, no repolling for
indiscipline and there will be
no symbol on ballot papers.

Rahman also applogised
that the caretaker government
could not arrange votings by
the Bangladeshi nationals liv-
ing abroad "due to limited time
and instruments.” He hoped
that the Election Commission
would take necessary steps in
this respect.

He also observed that a fine
atmosphere is about to create
in the coun for investment,
and urged the non-resident
Bangladeshis to invest back in
the country "a part of their
merit, labour, savings and re-
sources.”

Appreciating the turnout of
73 per cent in the votings, the
chief adviser particularly
thanked the womenfolk who
participated in masses in the
election and hoped that it
would hd% eliminate women
repression from the country,

Turning to the advisers who
always provided him sugges-
tions in ¢ out the state
affairs, the said he and his
advisers had reached consen-
sus on all the points, in spite
of initjal differences of opinion.

He also. congratulated the
newly elected members of par-
liament on behalfl of his care-
taker government and also
conveyed his good wishes to
those who could not be elected
despite huge support by the
electorates.

Pointing at the difficulties
in starting and concluding
speeches in state functions,
the chief adviser said there
should be some directions in
the Constitution in this regard.

He also u all the politi-
cal parties to forge a consensus
at least on some issues for the
national unity and selidarity.
sinking all st differences,
considering the future of the
country.
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6 civilians killed

ISLAMABAD. June 22: Ml Jeast six civilians were killed and

24

when Taliban militia struck the
with rockets today, state-run Radio Kabul

eaye AFP.

Revenue collection
may fall slightly
short of target
Star Report

The ernment's revenue
collection for the current fiscal
year may fall slightly short of
target, according to a highly

laced source at_the National

"_;rd of Reven u]: mﬂmbrhi

e are now ng nd
by about onl nl%q. crore in
collections till May, said ¢he

NBR source. We this gap
could be filled and ol
June. But even if we can not,

the shortfall would not be
more than Tk 50 to Tk 60
crore out of the target of Tk
12,000 crore.”

The TNMent s revenue
collection target fell short by
about Tk 308 crore in March
as collections on all fronts
dropped because of the politi
cal unrest. The NBR source.
however, noted that the rev
enue collection shortfall was
reduced to Tk 238 crore in
April and Tk 104 crore in May

The NBR's revenue collec:
tion target for June is Tk
1 406 crore. and NBR officials
are optimistic that 1t could be
exceeded by Tk 100 crore

JP won't attend

From page |
party was not yet informed
whether Ershad would be al-
lowed to attend the ceremony
and for that reason they de-
cided not 1o attend the swear

ing:in of the Prinw Minister at
Bangabhaban.

Results of 26
more JS seats

gazetted

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) has gazetted election re-
sults of 26 constitueneies
where repolling was held on
June 19, EC sources said.

With this, the EC has so [ar
gazetted the results of 299

constituencies: Polling in all.

the 300 parliamentary seats
was held on June 12 and the
EC announced the results of
273 constituencies, withhold-

that of 27 for reelection on
June 19.

Khaleda

From page 1
election was not held in a
proper way. "The administra-
tion acted against us and the
polls were marked by niassive

rigging, The pattern of voles
cast proved that there was

.. she said, adding "We
could never think of such an
election.”

"Of course, we'll file cases
regarding irregularities in 111
seats. And we expect that we'll
get justice. But the legal pro-
cess of disposal of our cases
should be expedited.” Begum

. Zia told a questioner.

When asked how does she
feel that she is going to sit in
the Opposition bench in
Parliament for the first time
she said, "Since we do politics.
we always believe in democ-
racy. We're the pioneer of
democracy in the country.”

In reply to a question if she
was planning to bring changes
in the party hierarchy follow-
ing the elections. the leader of
the largest ever opposition
parly in parliament said. "We
discussed the matter at yes-
terday's meeting of the party's
MPs-elect and also in today's
meeting of Lhe standing
committee. We'll also discuss it
in a meeting of the party's na-
tional executive committee
soon to take stock of the post-
election situation and onl
then we will be able to spta{{
on the issue.”

Second batch

From page |
SWwWorn-in.
miu-h:g

The date of

cath to the 27 MPs who were
uneffici declared elected
after in some centres
of their uencies will be
mﬁﬂunﬂd soon. the sources
SN,

the Sangsad Bhaban been
sirengthened for the swearing-
in

Earlier an Friday 129 MPs
from Awami League with
the lone independent who
had joined the AL were admin-
istered oath. The member
of the JSD (Rabd) was also ad-

mimistered oath the same day.

RU senate session
begins today
RAJSHAHIL. June 22: The
17th session of Rajshahi Uni-
versity Senate ns at the
Senate Bhaban tomorrow. The
two-day senate session will an-

nounce the annual for
the year 1996-97 of the uni-

versil: reports UND.
Ershad
From page |
parole for oath-taking as iIn
1991." the Home Ministry
source said.

He has been serving 13
years of prison lerms in three
cases. but the verdicts of lower
courits were challenged in the
higher court. The appeal cases
are still pe :

Jatiya Party finished third
winning 32 seats and lent un-
conditional support Lo Awami
League re edly at the in-
struction of the jailed leader
for forming government.

Hasina's oath

From page 1

AL presidium members Ab-
dus Samad Azad. Amir Hossain
Amu. General Secretary Zillur
Rahman, MP-elect Abul Hasnat
Mohammed Abdullah and
political adviser to the AL
president Shah A M S Kibria
accompanied Hasina during
her nearly two-hour meeting
with the President.

Cabinet Secretary Ayubur
Rahman, Secretary to the
President Nooruddin Al
Masood and Military Secretary
to the President Major General
Ruhul Alam Chowdhury were
also present.

Earlier in the day, Hasina
and some of her senior party
colleagues had a meeting at
the Bangabandhu Bhaban at
Dhanmondi to finalise the new
cabinet. according to party
SOLUTCES,

They said a 23-member
council of ministers has been
charted out by the Awami
League high command.

arlier at nine in the mom-
ing, the newly elected AL MPs
garlanded the portrait of late
president and y EuPrcmu
Bangabandhu &Skh ugbur
Rahman at Bangabandhu Bha-
ban.

Arab summit
From page |

with Israel be linked to
progress in the peace process.

nly Iraq has been excluded
from the gathering with an
empty chair in the conference
centre, a reminder of its ab-
Sence.

On the sidelines of the
summit. Arab leaders held a
series of meetings aimed at
overcoming differences caused
by the Iraqi invasion and the
signing of separate peace
agreements with Israel.

King Hussein and Assad
met for an hour today, their
first meeti in more than two
vears and shook hands. while
Assad also embraced Arafat in
their first talks since 1993,

$1706m foreign aid

Fromn page 1

tion capacily to draw the
needed foreign aid for 1996-
97." said the same source,
"With our level of capacity. we
will be aiming at quality ol pro-
jects. The recent pruning of
the ADP was also done with
that in view which also left out
the' politically motivated pro-
jects or projects having little
relevance to the country.”
Meanwhile, Bangladesh
would get an insignificant
amount of US food aid that was
suspended last year. The US
government has decided to di-
vert its unutilised food aid of
10 millon US dollars from an
African state, the source said.
Earlier, the US government
had expressed its inability to
food aid to Bangladesh
under PL-480-Title-1Il duri
US fiscal years 1996 and 1997.
The country. on an average,

received 40 million dollars ev-
year under the PL-480-
Title |

M.
sh used to receiv:
around to 60 million dollars

| as US food aid annually.

Japan, the iargest biiateral
donor to Bangladesh. is also
maintaining a tight on
aid commitment. It provided
93 million dollars during the
current year. about 590 milliori
coliars last year and 560 nil-
lion dollars the before.

The annual consultation
meeting of the donor consor-
tivm known as the Paris Club
meeting will be held in
September. It was shifted
twice due to the itical crisis
in Bangladesh the date has
been finalized to give the new
government time to assess the
situation and its
posed line of ngmm o

The donors will make their
pledge taking this target into
consideration and it is ex-
pected that the donors will
maintain their earller level of
pledge provided there is ade-
quate commitment of the new

. toward reform.

Bangladesh, in the last
;-ca.r‘l Paris. meet on April 24-

5. sought disbursement of aid
to the tune of 1850 million
dollars for the current fiscal

year.



