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Iragis read newspapers commenting .Friday the visit of
United Nations Special Commission o Disarming Iraq
(UNSCOM) chief Rolf Ekeus. UN experts said that they had
completely destroyed Iraq's main germ warfare plant. A
20-member team of experts from the UNSCOM, which
began its work in mid-May, "has finishe«l dismantling the

factory at Al-Hakam and is due to leave Ir aq yesterday.
— AFP/UNB photo

11 die as bldg collapses in Brazil:

Eleven workers were Killed allﬂ‘ a building they were
constructing in northern Brazil collapsed Globo television
reported on Friday, Reuter reports from Bras ila

A spokesman for the fire brigade in the "citv o Salvador
could not conlirmi the number of victims. But on Thursday
night, shortly after the accident. he told Reut ers at least one
person died and about 20 were still buried under the rubble
after a grain silo under construction caved in

Slocombe to visit China: os e

Secretary of Defence Walter Slocombe 18 going! to China next
week for what would be the highest-level visit by 4 Pentagon
official since this year's war of nerves in the "Taiwan Straits

AFP reports from Washington.
slocomieeswill wisit Chima Jone 25-28 for toadks withe nod
tary amndd governmment nillﬂ;i—lh oy global and regl onial ssaes s
well asd nrﬂ‘rhﬂﬁm‘w's the Petitagois: ol Hﬂﬁrlr i
%almn is ‘te include represEntatives ol " 11 et
[‘*[}EI.I'IIII'!:‘H[ State Department and National Secuirity « ovmicil

ight plane crash kills 2 in. China:

A 11 a:rrraﬁ with three crew and nine passen vers on board
has rra'-;hi:d iinto a hillside in northeastern Chirta, killing the
pilot and co-pildt, airport officials said veste rday. Reuter
reports [rom Beijing,

The Chinese-made Y-12 18-seater plane of H arbin Feilong
airlines crashed on Friday afternoon while on a flight from the
northeaster city of Dalian to the offshore island o f Changhai. a
Changhai airport official said. The co-pilot was k:illed and tht-
pilot died later in hospital while eight others wrere seriously
injured and two were slightly hurt. the Xinhua news agency

sald. None of the injured was in critical condition:. 1t said

L
Gunmen Kkill 4 doctors in Burundi:
Gunmen Killed four dociors on a hthmanitariary mission in
Burundi and teok another hoslage, the direetor ol their aid

ncy said Friday, AP reports from Brazzawille,

The attacks occurred Wednesday and June 7. bt the lvory
Coast-based Doctors of the Tropies said it had only just
learned of the killings. The central African country of Burtindi
si torn by fighting between the Hutu majority agid the Tutsi
minority, and aid workers are frequently atlacked to discour
age them from helping vietims of the ethnic violerice

‘Guatemalan plane crash kills 2:

Two men died when a snm]] dairplane crashed o Friday into
the fourth floor of a building in southern Guatemala City. radio
reports said. Reuter reports from Guatemala. : ;

The pilot and the co-pilot were killed. the reports said.
The accident happened at 11 am (1300 EST) less than a mile
(1.6 km) from Guatemala's Aurora International .Airport. The
cause was not unmediately known.

Myanmar seeks ASEAN membershi

Myanmar is seeking to become a full member of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) within the
next two years, newspaper reports said today, Rt"u ter reports
from Bangkok.

The reports quoted Sukhum Rasmidatta. Direct or-General
of the Thai Foreign Ministry's ASEAN department. as sayi
on Friday the Myanmar government had reallirmed it wantng
to be an ASEAN observer this year and had strongly' indicated
that it would seek ASEAN membership in 1998. It i s the first
time Yangon has offered a time frame for joining the associa-
tion, which groups Brunei, Indonesia. Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

- >
9 Filipinos killed in bus cirash:
Nine people, including a town mayor, were killeid and ]9
infjured in a bus crash on Leyte Island in the central
Phili]:pinea yesterday officials said. Reuter reports from

Police said Zosimo Bartolini, mayor of an isolatel town on
Leyte, 600 km (370 miles) south of Manila, was aniong those
on a bus that plunged into a rice field after hitling a parked

k. |
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. by our standards.”

Norway sends

envoy to protect
Suu Kyi

OSLO, June 22: Norway sent
a di Iﬂrll'lll to Hj’ljlllr on
Frhhy the atm

Suu Kyi, the 1991 Nobel
peace laureate, spent six years
mﬂnrhmmhrhdlng

a prnv nmr:? uﬁugt

tht n:ulttlry governinent has
cracking down on

acy
aclivists again. She and lhnu
sands of her supporters

AN possee) :a‘.‘fi’“‘i; the
on all politic: ty the
rejuvenated democracy move-
ment

'We are very concerned
about the situation. We are
afraid that Nobel laureate
San Suu Kyl could be
again,” Depu Foreign

inister Jan Egcand said
telepheone
geland said No had

senl Charge d Affaires Anna
Thalmann from Norway's em-
bassy in b.tlz}aport to the
Burmese c on
Friday mlh instructions to re-
main with Suu Kyl as much as
possible.

"We can't physically prevent
an arrest. We sent a woman to
protect a woman, Bul we can

make an arrest more difficult.”
he said.

Manila rejects
MNLF proposal to
set up regional

police force

MANILA, June 22: The
Philippine government today
l'f.‘{l‘.‘[‘h'_‘d a demand by Muslim
rebels to set up a regional po-
lice force composed of about
20,000 guerillas to keep the
peace in a proposed autonomy

area in the southern

Philippines, reports Reuter.
TE insurgent Moro

National Liberation Front

(MNLF) raised the demand on
the second day of peace talks
it southerm Davao City aimed
at ending a 24-year-old Muslim
revolt. The rebels have been
fighting for self-rule in the
Mindanao region and adjacent
areas.

Government negotiator
Alexander Aquirree told re-
porters the MNLF proposal
was “legally impossible’ be-
cause it would wiolate the
constitution which stipulated
that the® Philippines should
have only one police organisa-
tion, national in scope and un-
der the control of the Manila
gfovernment

Fighting leaves
11 killed in Lanka

COLOMBO. June 22: Ten
government soldiers and’ a
rebel were killed in
fighting in northern and east-
ern 5ri Lanka, the military
said Saturday, reports AP.

Four soldiers died when a
jeep ran over a rebel land
mine at Sathurukondawan vil-
lage in eastern Batticaloa dis-

trict on Saturday. said Col.
Weeragama, a military
spokesman.

The soldiers were being
sent to nassist a colleague who

had !vwen attacked by the
rebels while on patrel, said
Weeragama.

Two soldiers were also in-
jured in the attack, about 210
kilometers (131 miles) east of
the capital, Colombo.

On Friday, six soldiers were
killed when the tractor they
were travelling in ran over a
rebel land mine dt Killay vil-
lage in the Jaffna Peninsula,
said captain K.P.S Premalal, a
miilitary spokesman.

HK to enjoy freedom
of religion after

handover ; China

HONG KONG, June 22:
China has assured Hong Kong
that it will continue to enjoy
freedom of religion after the
1997 handover, the South
China Morning Post reported
on Saturday, reports Reuter.

Ye Xiaowen, the director of
otate Council s religious Affairs
Bureau, said China would not
apply its rules on religion to
the territory when it is re-
turmed on June 30 next ;

"Mainlanders should not tyy
to remould Hong -Kong people
Ye was
quoted as saying.

But he warned Hong Kong
worshippers not to take their
religion to the mainland.

"Hong Kong people should
not expect change their
Chinese counterparts accord-
ing to your standard," he said:

International

30 Sri1 Lankan fishermen to be freed

NEW DELHI. June 22: India
has promised to release up to
30 Imprisoned Sri Lankan
fishermen and pledged to aid
its island neighbour rebuild
war-raged Jallna Town, Sri
Lapkan Foreign Minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar said on
Friday, reports Reuter.

Indian Foreign Minister 1 K
Gujral, “in a fine gesture
ol goodwill, has recommended
the release of 25 to 30 Sri
Lanka fishermen who were ar-
rested by Indian authorities”
Kadirgamar told a news con-
ference.

Kadirgamar, who arrived in

Finance Minister
Chidambaram.

Kadirgamar said New Delhi
and Colombo were working
towards building a mechanism
that would allow constant bi-
lateral dialogue on the fisher-
men of both nations. who acci-
dentally stray into each other's
territorial waters

"It is a problem that is of

eat concern 1o us. We in Sri

nka have a very acute prob-

lem of dealing with Sea

Tigers.” be said, referring 1o

the sea-borne wing ol the sep- -

aratist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) guerilla

| Ilidia pledges to help rebuild
war-ravaged J affna

LTTE in :
1 mmtiun:d Lo

plan and it is a very ex sive
lan. It is costing us 274 mil-
ion dollars.” he said

"I am very happy to say the
prime minisier s response was
very
warm. | have expectiations (hat

Very encouraging and

india would at least be pre-

pared to send us food for the

north.”
Kadirgamar said Industr
Minister Maran., whose Dra

Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
Party rules southern state

Frime
Minister Deve Gowda that Sri
Lanka now has a rehahilitation
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Gaddafi flies directly to
Cairo for Arab summit
violating UN air ban

CAIRO, June 22: Libyan
leader Moammar Gaddafi ar-

rived in Cairo Saturday for the

Arab summit aboard a Libyan
airliner that flew from
his own country in viclation of
UN sanctions, AP.

Gaddafi's Libyan Airlines
plane flew from the town of
Masaed near the E bor-
der. officials at the border
said. on condition of
anonymity. Egypt's Middle Eﬂ
News Agency and Libyan
porters also said Gaddafi ﬂ!.'"
directly from Libya.

The last minute arrival was
typical of the maverick

addafl, who left officials won-

dering whether he was
or not. Wea a satin silver

chatted amiably with Mubarak
and put his armm around the

Egyptian esident's back as
the two away from the
-mtaljbyanmw

NEwWs agency
saidﬁa decided to come

at the last minute and there-
fore had no choice but to fly
from Libya. But the officials on
the border” said the
leader told en Friday
night that he would attend.
laﬂaddaﬂmn:_hehﬁn{thc
Arab heads state arriving
for the Arab summit. Six other
Arab states and the PLOD are

also represented. but Iraq was
not invited to the !
The Security Council

diplomatic sanctions in

the Indian capital on grou i hand
lor & two-Oay goodwill wiell. ' Wedirgimer: saidl aboui Of TAmil Nédu bed reacted | P VAN Deowes el s i 19926 prstere KX b5 e
said he had held talks with 400.000 ple had returned favourablv to the suggestion was given a state welcome by wanted in the 1988 bl:lnl:ling
Prime Minister H D Deve 1o the Jaffna region since the hat the slate send Tamil lan President Hosni Mubarak. of an American jet
Gowda, Gujral., Industry Sri Lankan a wrested the (uage books to the University Gaddafi. who also ore sun- Lockerbie, Scotland, wh!ar:h
Minister Murasoli Maran and rebel stronghold from the ol Jallna glasses and a brown turban. killed 270 people.

e
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Lebanese Prutdant Ehu Hrnm (C) lhlken hands with Esmat hbdel Mu;uld. Secret.nry
General of the Arab League, after he was received by Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak (L)

upon his arrival in Cairo Friday.

~— AFP/UNB photo

' tack on the economic

NEW' ' DELHI, June
India's main opposition part}'
today laupched a hljstering at-
agenda
of the new coalition govern-
ment terming it "vague and
misleading”, the United News
of India reported, says AFF.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP. Indian People's Party)
said in a resolution at a na-
tional conference in the cen-
tral Indian city of Bhopal that
the United Front's prngramm:
was “vague” mmlcadm%
contradictory and full o plati—
tudes.

“There is a yawning gap be- ¢

tween pre cent and practice.”
the resolution said. adding that

the 13—panv alliance s hasty U-
turmn on a proposed austerity
drive. following protests from
leftist allies, showed its shaky
nature.

"It clearly shows how the
government will function in
the days to come’. the BJP
said, reiterating a prediction
that the government would not
last its full five-year term be-
cause of internal contradic-
tions.

"Austerity must be accepted
as a national discipline and be
exercised through national
consensus and not a keen-jerk
reaction.” it said.

Finance Minister
Palanfappan Chidambaram

BJP terms UF govt's economic
agenda as 'vague, misleading'’

quickly diluted an austerity
package, which entailed mas-
sive layoffs and a freeve on the
wages of governmer! servanits,
after protests 1rom ‘trade
‘unions COmmIMunists.

The P said the plan paid
"lip service to social justice
and self-reliance or labour-in-
tensive industrialisation. ” cit-
ing the front's pledge to seek
10 billion dollars Eu]uuall_y' 'u1
overseas capital and ste
private investment in in I'EE--
tructure.

"This government seeks to
achieve such industrialisation
through a massive inflow of
capital and modern technol-

Pk
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A 5[} tnn lmumﬂtwe reatmg on a German military flatbed truck, is ferrled OVer river ‘-:31, a
from Croatia to Bosnia in the northern Bosnian city of Orasje, Friday. US IFOR troops
bought three old Yugoslav locomotives to transport fuel to the IFOR troops in northern
Bosnia and relieve the heavy road traffic. The combined load of the locomotive and truck is 80
tons and it had to be driven through Croatia from Ploce into southern Bosnia due to damaged
bridges and railway tracks that were mined.

—AFP/UNB photo

Ghah firm to win second term

China may play key role in
determining UN secy gen

UNITED NATIONS. June
22: Although the Uniled States
will probably succeed in oust-
ing Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
China may play as big a role in

determining who succeeds
him as secretary-general. re-
ports AP

China will ensure that ne
one unacceptable to develop-
Ing countries wins a al In
the Security (ouncil, which
nominates a t:indidltf or in
the 185 member General
Assembly., which ratifies the
cholce

The White House has an-

{ nounced that it o s Lhe
73-year-old Egyptian diplpmat
and will use Its Securily

Council veto { pecessary to
rrc\rtui a second term when
is current five-year ap nt
ment expires Demnbﬂ

As one of the five ma-
nent members, China has a
veto too along with Russia,
France and Britain, The '15-
member council will probably
begin the formal selection
process in November.

Il Boutros-(ihall carries

throu with his pledge to
ram. Umited States would
probably veto him in the first
round — amnd China would
g:::rbahl'y veto all Western-

ked candidates.

Western countries oppose
the tradition of fa-

voritism in nla:&a&t‘:::
retary-general. But

countries strongly believe th
a secret general from thl:
Third W is necessary
counterbalance the
the Security Council.
nated by Americans
Eu ans.

Reuter adds: United Nations
Secretary-General Boutros-
Boutros-Ghalil, determined to
win a second term of office de-
spite the opposition of the
United States, said In a news-
paper interview that he
wanted to complete the task of
UN reform.

The US says it will use ité
veto to prevent the election of
the 73-yeaf-old Egyptian for
another [ive years, accus
him of fai to cut the Uni
Nations' vast bureaucracy.

:nd

Oftf the Record

He marries for

C

COLOMBO: A 36-year-old Srt Laskan mian whoe married 54
women within five years and stole their cash and jewellery
has been arrested on charges of bigamy, a state-run daily re-

ported Tuesday, AFP.

The man was arrested by palice at the southern town of

Rakwana and remanded

nding further invest

igation, the

daily news said, adding that preliminary inquiries showed the
man had used 32 different names during his marriage binge.

Int'l gay festival
kicked off

COPENHAGEN: Europride. a 10-day international festival
for homosexuals, opened in Copenhagen on Friday. reports

AP.

Organisers hope the festival will attract up

to 35,000 -

ticipants. Events include concerts, art exhibits, and

in the Danish parliament.

Festival spokesman Michael Nord said he ho
will become a Woodstock-like gathering of gays

"We do it to make

pes Europride
and lesbians.

ays and lesbians visible and to show

that there are many of us and that we are different. We want

to combat prejudice, which for example holds that gays have

loose wrists and lesbians are big and macho,” Nord said.
Europride is to culminate June 29 with a large parade in-

cluding drag queens and floats.

The festival is timed to coincide with the June 27 anniver-
sary of the Stonewall uprising in New York City in 1969. The
clash between police and homosexuals after a raid on a gay

bar is seen as a

galvanizing event in the

y-rights movement.

Previous Europride festivals were held in London. Berlin

and Amsterdam.

i .
Di not interested
LONDON; Disney World was reported Sunday to have of-
fered Princess Diana 5.3 million pounds (dirs 8.2 million) to

star 1n

its 25th birthday celebrations,

but Diana's

spokeswoman said she doesn't accept paid invitations, re-

ports AP.

"The Princess of Wales has no intention of attendi

., and

the correspondence with Disney will make clear those inten-
tions, spokeswoman Jane Atkinson said Saturday.

"She receives many invitations, but she doesn’'t accept
Anvitations where she is olffered money to attend,” Atkinson

said.
The People. a Sunday

tabloid, reported the offer its early

edition Saturday night. Disney World spokesmen in Miami }
were not immediately available to comment.

Atkinson did not confirm the contents of Dlanas mail from
Disney World or the sum involved.

Diana took her sons Prince William and Prince Harry to

Disney World in 1993,

Another member of the royal famik

was rted Sunday

o have accepted a fee from a public relations firm that

warnted him to host luncheons.

Sinn Fein under
renewed pressure
to break with IRA

violence

DUBLIN, June 22: Sinn Fein

was under renewed pressure
to break with IRA violence on
Saturday after Irish police un-
covered an IRA arms factory
where mortar bombs were be-
ing refurbished for the gueril-
las’ war on Britain, repurts
Reuter.

Irish Prime Minister John
Bruton expressed outrage at
the fact that the find was made
at a time when the Irish
Republican Army's political

wing, Sinn Fein, was saying it .

was cnmmittcd to '
means of Briti
Northern : Ireland.
Opposition leader Mary
Harney urged Bruton's gov-
ernment to all links with
Sinn Fein nﬁcr the discovery
of the bomb toqr south -of
Dublin, and thc IRA's bombin
of the English city o
Manchu:iter last weekend.

aceful
rule of

~ her parent's consent.

Womenss right in Pakistan : A tussle between extremists & liberals

LAHORE ., Jumne: 212 Saima
Waheed is from a_well-to-do
family 'in Lahore, 1'akistan’'s
richest city. A 22-ye;ar-old stu-
dent of business administra-
tign, she got marri¢:d without
Instead
of eloping with Arshiid Ahmed,
she returned home, and told
her family. "l knew that they
would be angry. but thbught
they would come: around
sooner or later.” she 'saicl.

But she had underestimated
the extent of her father's
anger. Abdulwaheed| Ropri, a
leader of the very ccmservative
Muslim sect Ahle Hailees, beat
and locked up his daughter,
starved her and forced her to
put her signature on some
documents, reports |PS.

Her story hit the front-
pages of newspapers in April
when she escaped from home
on hearing that her family had
arranged her marriage tu a
wealthy doctor. haviing forced
her husband to si at gun-

int a statement frceing her

rom the marriage coritract.

The case, now being heard
by the Lahore High Court, has
become a test case for the
rights and freedom of move-
ment of Pakistani women.

"l had decided that I would
leave my father's house, but
when | accidentally found out
that the date for my nikkah
(Muslim marriage contract)
had been arranged for that
weekend, | knew I had to
escape because | was already
married,” she said. :

Jumping over the wall of
her father's house in Lahore's
upper class model town, she
took a taxi to A'Ighs. the l: al
aid office pruminenl
supreme court advocate and
human rights activist Asma
Jahangir, about whom she had
read in the papers.

The subsequent confronta-
tion between father and dau
ter has brought to the fore
long-running albeit silent tus-
sle in Pakistan between the
views of the extreme it and
liberals. It has exposed the

clash of old and new values in a

lenged her marriage on

traditional society which is
slowly changing particularly in
the urban areas.

"The case is particularly
significant because it brings u
the issue of the liberty an
freedom of movement of
Pakistani women in the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan,”
declares, Jahangir, one nf
Pakistan's best known lawyer

Under Pakistan's cnnatitu-
tion an adult female (above 18
]\_r‘ears} of sound mind can make

er own decisions, a right

guaranteed even by Islamic law
which says a person who
reaches puberty Is to be con-
sidered an adult.

But Saima's father has ::hf.ll-
the
unds that the A Hadees,
e sect of Islam he adheres
to, does not allow a girl to
marry unless her wali
(guardian] is present and con-
senting —nor can a woman,
even if she is legally an adult,
leave her father's ‘custody’
until she has been married o
by the father — to a Muslim

Trllgn "even if she is 60 years
ﬂ .lr

The Ahle Hadees sect be-
lieves the father "is duty bound
to maintain and
daughter until he has con-
tracted and participated in her
nikkah, If he fails in this duty,.
he will be f:ummittinF a grave
sin, for which he will be pun-
ished in the hereafter.”

In the ensuing debate in
court, the issue of Saima's
marriage has become sec-
nnda.r?! to the larger concern of
the right of adult Pakistani
women to decide how they
choose to live their lives.

Saima's lawyers armed with
various Islami and constitu-
tional case laws according to
which a woman can legally be
her own wali, are pleading that
the validity of her marriage
should be decided first, be-
cause if it is deemed legal
there can be no further dis-
pute on the right of Pakistani
women to choose.

The case is being followed
with tremendous interest

project a

across Pakistan. Rﬂpﬂ ‘moved
the Lahore High Court in mid-
April to secure the release of
his daughter from Jahangir's
"custody” Saima was then
staying at an Aghs-run shelter
for women.

The prosecution won an
order from Justice Thsanul Haq
Chowdhury transferring Saima
to the Darulaman, another
shelter for women in Lahore
which works like a sub-jail,
where her parents would be
free to meet her whenever
they pleased.

A bailiff and a police team
went with Ropri and other
members of his family. some of
them armed, to the Aghs office
(where Saima had come to
meet an uncle) on the after-
noon of April 18 to implement
the order.

What followed was pure
drama. When Saima refused to

go with them. Ropri and his
relatives tried to physically
drag her away, despite the
otests of the police and the
atliff.

Meanwhile: Jdahangir move
another apphratmn before
Justice Malik Mohammad
Qayyum of the Lahore High
Court challenging the decision
to move Saima to the
Darulaman

Justice Qayyum's omler”
upheld the previous one, but
ruled that Saima's parenis

could not meet her without
her own consent. He also di:
rected that she be provided

security at Darulamean. as she
feared that her family would
kill her

The case is incourt. and a
decision on the sensitive issue
of parental authority will take
time. Opinion is divided on the
outcome: While there is a gen-
uine symf}athv for parents
whose children rebel against
them: there is also a feeling
that Saima's father should nol
have tried te prevent her
marriage to Ahmad.

"That is very wrong, said a
policewoman who accompa-
nied Saima to court. "Islam
gives a woman the right to
choose her own hu

Panama president
admits endorsing
drug money for

campaign
PANAMA CITY, June 22;
Panama's President. Ernesto
Perez Balladares, admitted to-
day an accused Cali cartel
baron contributed dollar
51,000 to his 1994 presiden-
tial campaign, reports Reuter.
Sp raﬂ live, on local
televisiuﬂ elemetro Channel
13, Perez Balladares said he
endorsed two checks for
51.000 dollar from a ©
allegedly owned by guu:
Ca.strillnn Henao, who is cur-

rently ng held im Panama
Dltz‘m dntg charges
is is the ﬂru time, per-

haps in my life, that | have to
swallow my words," said the
president whn was speaking
via a telephone connection
from the western province of

Chiriqui.
. For

1 am a
me this hum there was
this type of mency in my cam-

paign.



