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Election : A Nigh

LECTION is never a
experience for
i

minority comumu-
nity people of the country. It
has been experienced in
Bangladesh that whoever wins
in the national elections. some
sorts of bitter consequences

are always faced by the
minority community people.
It is a legacy which is trail-

ing the minority community
over the last three decades.
Looking back to the history,
these people were the worst

by Iftequar Mahmood

noted pre-election violences in
the minority inhabited areas of
Rauzan in Chittagong and in
some places of Comilla. In a
press conference of six human
rights organisations. massive
pre-election violence against
minority community people in
Chandpur-1 constituency was
specifically reported.

There has been no satisfac-
tory step taken to ensure.free
and peaceful participation of
minority cemmunity people in
the polling. On the contrary. in

it-mare for the
Minority Community People

votes were casted, Hindu vot-
ers were attacked by the ac-
tivists of an independent can-
didate. Some of them received
serious injury. They were
scattered down, left the
premises and never came
again for voting. Interesting
that polling in this center was
not postponed inspite of such
kind of irregularities.

In the same constituency a
wooden bridge connecting the
village and the polling center
was turned down so that the

/“

Post election violence in minority inhabited areas

Date Place Injury /death /damages _ Source
June-13  Baruail Bazar 20 shops of Hindu Bhorer Ka%u
Thana Sarail community looted 14.06. é
Dist Brahmanbaria
June-13 Lakhenarayan Akhra, Scaitered Bhorer 0
Jeosh Pukurpar and attack on the 14.06.
Bhuyabagh area inhabitant,
(including Lokhnath physical assault
Asramy)
of Narayanganj Town
June-13  Vill Bahadurpur About 150 Hindu family Bhorer Kagoj Jessore
' left the village being 14.06.96
intimidated not to vote.
They didn't return yet
after the polling
June-14  Vill-Chandailkona and Injury 50. 23 houses Sangbad
Ghurka, Rayganj damaged, 3 houses 15.06.96
Dist- Sirajganj set on fire
June 14 Narayanganj Town Damages and looting Salagbad i
of houses and shops 15.06.96
June 14  Vill Rustampur, Injured 30, attack on Janakantha
Union Asulia 30/40 houses of Hindu /Sangbad
Thana Savar community people 15.06.96
June 16/17 Vill - Dhonkunti, Betkhair Hindu community Bhorer Ka% Of
: Semabari, Simla, people left village 17.06. é
Madhabag, Nakua after being attacked
~ Kaliakair, Nishindra, after election Sang:vad
Chatkasher 18.06.96
Thana - Dhonut and
Sherpur
Dist - Bogra
June 17  Bataibazar and 16/17 shops Janakantha
Westernpara damaged 18.06.96
Thana Goumnadi attack in some
Dist- Barisal houses
|
June 18 . Bhalu Futon daughter Bhorer Kagonj
Thana Keshobpur of Pinaki Bhattackaria | 9,(%. Eié
Dist-Jessore’ was raped by two
person for voting for a
particular symboal _../

victim in the War of Liberation
in 1971 being presumed to be
supporter of a ular polit-
ical party. The attitude persists
during the time of national
elections as they are still pre-
sumed to be the so called
"block *mtlI:r“ or 'vote H.innh"lﬂf
& rticular: pelitical, party.
"l."l"ll]:fl is the bread based reason
as tn.:l:ly they are victimized

again

It has Jong been an election
ltrnlcﬁ of many candidates to
keep the minority community
people out of the polling pro-
cess. For that they resort to
violence and intimidation in
the minority inhabited areas
beTore the date of the election.
This become an secret to

open
which everybody in the locality
knows the perpetrator. Yel

there are little things to do.
Even in the present elections

soine of the foreign observers

someé places violence on the
minority community are per-
petrated at the connivance of
the local admimistration. For
instance in Rauzan in
Chittapong, where it has been
long known to all concern
that the mimority ectnmmanity
pecgle rwere' always imtimi

ddated by an influencial eandi-
date. nothing exceptional hap-
g:m:d this time. A large num-

r of minority voters couldn’'t
vote again this time.

A very new type of violence
was experienced this time in
Chandpur ] constituency. In
the Sachar Government
Primary School polling centre
female voters of Hindu and
Muslim community were kept
in separate lines at the direc-
tion of the Presiding officer
Voters of the Muslim line were
taken first and then at about
I1 am. when all the Muslim
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villages could not come for vot-
ing. These aré some instances
of pre-election violences. Post
election violences are much
more devastating. People in
many ﬂllagts spend all the
moment in jear of any probable
wtteck from-the h-z

Kot enly thal defeate m
datesalivays rpttadt. attapks @re
also made from the proces-
sions of winning candidate.
People in many villages leave
their homes in fear of violent
attack. Some of them leave the
village and do not return until
the situation calms down. The
attached chart shows only post
election viclence against the

minority community people
which were reported in daily
newspaper.

I[tequar Mahmood —
Hunmin Rights Secretary. Law
Reul v

ll-1|‘
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s usual, in the 12 June
* election minority
communit ople in
ifferent parts niyt e country
could not exercise their right
to franchise. Following some
information six human rights
organizations (Ain-0O-Salish
Kendra, Law Review, Adhikar,
Gano Sahajya Shangstha,
Bangladesh Manobadhikar
Bastobayon Shangastha, and
Saptagram Nari Swanirvar
Parishad) went to investigate
in the constituency, Chandpur-
1, before the re-election. They
went to Sachar and Doati
union, Kachua, thana complex
and Kachua thana office.

In a press-conference on 18
June, they reported that in
Sachar union and the sur-
rounded area. within 10 am an
independent candidate and his
supporters and workers were

engaged in violence and kept
the female voters away from
voting. And those who were
st ing in lines were wiped
-E: showing firearms or by

| gﬁlrpk sald §hat vot-
ing at the morning started
peacefully and upto 10 am it
was going smoothly. But a
statement given by the
Presiding officer of the centre
created anxiety among the vot-
ers. Under the.direction of the
Presiding Officers Hindu and
Muslim female voters' were
kept in different lines and
were giving votes separately in
Sachat Government Primary
School. The Hindu female vot-
ers were attacked at 11 am
with lathi, fire arms etc. and

l

pushed away from the centre,

-

Voting. Right not privilege

by Fayaz Uddin Ahmad

A, middle-aged Hindu
woman named Adarmani said
that the supporters of the in-
dependent candidate kicked
her and pushed her into a
pond. At that time the candi-
date was shouting "the centre
is full of Hindu voters. they do
not have any right to vote, and
should leave this country.”

Sagar Paddar, a student of
Agriculture Diploma. was
slapped and beaten on his
back. He told that during the
fighting a gold locket of a
Hindu woman was extorted by
the supporter of the said can-
didate.

Maranbala Goswami (37)
said. she waited for two hours
in the.line but before entering
in the booth Hindu wemen
were attacked by those terror-
ists. They beat her with bam-
boo-stick. she went out, and
came later, but then her ballot

was taken away by a per-
son who had also taken a sig-
nature from her. Anima Rani
(32) said that Akram mermiber
&' supporter 'of the mdepen-
dent candidate forced her to
Eive the ballot paper to him
ut she went out without giv-
ing vote. Birzabala Chakravarty
also went out of the premises
seeing all these. A young girl
Ramarani Shaha told that a
teacher, named. Batu Nandy
retreated after being threat-
ened by the terrorists

In the press-conference it
was also mentioned that the
Muslims' and the cripples
were not left away from !Eﬂ‘ﬁt‘
violence., A tempo-driver.
Nurul, Islam. and his cripple
mother were pushed out. and
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A Glimpse of the Voting Right
of Minority Community

got death warning from those
supporters for giving votes to a
particular symbol.

Arun Shaha, a polling agent
said that the Presiding-officer
was not impartial. While giving
seals to the butterfly mark
openly. the supporters and the
candidate could be arrested by
the Presiding officer. The
Presiding officer was a silent
observer only.

ASP Syed, also reaffirmed
the truth of the fact. He told
that, the Hindu voters' of
Sachar union were attacked,
warned and kept away from
voting. He contended that. the
number of force were not suf-
ficient and they were only
supposed to work within 400
yards of the polling center.

A local doctor, Dr Yogendra
Majumdar. said that at least 70
male and female were injured
during these incidents, some
of them were hospitalised too.
The investigating team went to
the Thana Health Complex and

talked with the inju e
and lodged a GD wit he
Thana.

This' is only partial picture
of one constituency. Such in-
cidents on the minority people
have became a common 1::nl]'il -
nomnenon. A new government
is being formed and the walk-
ing in the road to democrac
has already been started. Wiil
the new government with the
assistance ol all parties and the
people, look after the rights of
the minority community? This
is a question for the time

Fayaz Uddin Ahmad —
Member. Law Review

midst the varfed landsc-

ape of human life today,

three features that cle-

arly stand out are rapid

population growth, acceler-

ating urbanisation and increa-

sing complexity in almost all
fields of activity.

The ways in which the
planet's resources are dis-
tributed and used has resulted
in the physical and social
needs of many people remain-
m& anfulfilled in a number of
different ways. While encourag-
ing progress has been made in
dispelling some spectres, our
common future still remains
overcast by Damoclean swords
such as social insecurity, the
forces of fragmentation and
massive environmental abuse.
Thus Habijtat II's immediate
focus is securing broad-based
commitments to creating sus-
tainable human settlements

-~ and ﬁ»ruﬂding adequate shelter

for a

One World, One Home

In practically every society
in the world, tremendous
changes have taken place over
the past few decades. Along
with technological develop-
ment, the theme of many such
changes has been a conver-
gence and inter-linking of in-
terests and activities that were
w‘evinusly Seen as Sseparate.

hile the initial surge of glob-
alisation may have béen pri-
marily economic and techno-
logical in nature, it is a phe-
nomenon that is laying low
barriers and divisions of all
kinds, making it more appar-
ent than ever that no one is an
island. We all live on one
planet, a planet that seems in-
creasingly small and is criss-
crossed by a web of intercon-
necting relationships, a con-
stant and self-perpetuating in-
terplay of cause and effect.

As the world's peoples have
begun -to see themselves as
global citizens, a change has
also come about with regard to
development thinking. An ap-
proach that often seemed to
equate an increase in financial
resources with greater well-
being has given way to an
understanding of progress
known as sustainable human
development. This concept
acknowledges that people
require or aspire to the
fultilment of a variety of needs,
rights and hopes that are not
just economic in nature but
also include social. gender-
based, environmental. health.

mental. moral and spiritual
concerns. A continuum of
maijor international

conierences held during the
first half of this decade has
addressed many specific such
concerns and, although the fo-
cus has mainly beenn on indi-
vidual themes, it has also be-
come apparent that each sec-
tor is deeply connected with
the other sectors and that to-
gether they form a greater in-
ter-connected whole.

Going Beyond City Limits

Recognising that all human

'activity and aspirations are in-

ter-linked, development is
now seen as a comprehensive
process that aims to further
‘*he overall we'l-being and
starsdard of living of the inai-
vidual. The engine ol economic
growth can help power this

The Spirit of Habitat

rocess but it should not be
orgotten that it remains only a
nmdan?}j— l:? me?ns towards an
end objective of improving the
quality of life as a whulneg and
enabling individuals to reach
their full potential. Indicators
of progress in developmental
activities have therefore now
begun to take account of im-
I:arnvcment not just in physical
iving conditions or material
circumstances but also in the
overall quality of life of families
and individuals, including their
mental and spiritual well-be-
ing. People have finally re-
claimed their rightful place as
the focal point of development
concerns and it is now under-
stood that development is only
really development when it is
holistic development of hu-
1’1'1;5-_1'n=l¥l in its entirety. Given
this historical background,
Habitat Il is not only con-
cerned with cities and settle-
ments; it is also about human
beings and the rights that flow
from the fact of our humanity.
The culminating point of past
decades of development work,
and indeed the apex of the
broad-based pyramid of all
human endeavour, is therefore
the emphasis that must be
placed on the inherent worth
and dignity of the individual.

Vision and Values for
II | I t '.II DI‘ il

Notwithstanding humanity's
richly diverse heritage, there
is broad eemert as to the
nature of the higher ground to
which development should
lead us, and most of us hold
within our hearts a clear vision
of a better world of greater se-
curity, peace, justice, under-
standingaand respect for all
people. There is widespread
recognition and awareness that
this vision of a better world
can only be built and stand on
the foundation of certain val-
ues, attitudes and ways of liv-
ing consistent with this vision.
As well as being a major part of
the means to the desired end,
these values and attitudes are
also a prerequisite to the sus-
tenance and continued exis-
tence of the vision once it has
become reality, for the world
will only be more understand-
ing, just, peaceful, compas-
sionate and respectful for so
long as we are like that. The
consequence of this is that we
must not only do certain
things but also be certain
things.

One Home, One Famil JF

Society is a community of
individuals and as its condition
therefore depends on that of
the individuals of which it is
comprised there is something
that all of us can do, sgpmpething
that all of us ca? change. Just
as the Habitat [1 ptocess has
embraced local authorities,
private sector players, coml-
munity-based organisations
and individuals in their own
right, the need of the hour is
for all people of this planet to
rally under the flag of unity and
take responsibility to help
make the world a home of
harmony. peace and lulfilment
for all the human family.

Statement of the Brahma
Kumaris World Spiritual Uni-
versity to the United Nations
Conference on Human Settle-
ments
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