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The emergence of Awami League which led the
nation in the Liberation War against the Pakista-
nis as the majority party in parliament is a his-
toric event. After long 21 years the AL is about to
form the government again. The popular mandate
it has received to rule the country is a clear ver-
dict in favour of continuation ol a democratic
process. All those who participated — either di-
rectly ar indirectly — in the process deserve due
credit. Now that the elected members of parlia-
ment have started taking oath. the real test of
governance lies ahead of them.

So far, Sheikh Hasina. who is to take the job of
the premier, has given very encouraging indica-
tions of things to expect. Her recent statements
— from seeking co-operation from all parties in
forming and running government to declaring
that her government would be of the people and
not of the AL — have greatly raised our expecta-
tions. Indeed. she is conducting hersell with a
high degree of responsibility and propriety.®

0 denying that Hasina's ascent and the AL'S
return to power have generated tremendous ex-
pectations in the public mind. Raising the level of
expectations and saying all good things can be
easy but fulfilling all those may not be so. It is
simply because ot this that we feel compelled to
sound a note of caution. The new prime minister
will have detractors waiting in the wings to find
fault with her. Every step she takes will be under
severe public scrutiny. So she should be particu-
larly caretul about steps to right the wrongs her
party strongly feels it has suffered during the 21
years out ol power. Gm’n%lnverhﬂard is not good
for anyone, least of all when a party is bent on
delivering the goods by bringing in a synthesis
between its historic role and its response to
changing circumstances.

That the party had to remain out of power for
such a long period provides a lesson, which is
that some of the party programnies or activities
were not endorsed by the people. Now the AL has
a chance to correct aull that and usher in a new
era of democratic rule. It is not unlikely that its
activists down the line might be tempted to
overdo in their euphoria of success without the
knowledge of the party hierarchy. This will mar
. the image of the party and more importantly run
. contrary to the party leadership’s vision of good
ﬁﬂvernancﬁ. So, rein in the party activists, and

ecp strict watch and control over those ele-
ments who may give the party a bad name. Now is
the time for self-discipline.

Budgetary Instruments

A provisional budget for 1996-97 has been an-
nounced by the caretaker government as a matter
of constitutionally enshrined — and. therefore,
elevated — technical neccessity. A presidential au-
thorisation of expenditurce not exceeding 25 per
cent of the estimates comes through an ordi-
nance which is subject to approval by parliament
within 30 days of its constitution. It gives a for-
ward cover to an uninterrupted functioning of the
government involving. inter alia. pavment of
salaries to government employees trom July 1.

The constitutional continuity and legality of fi-
nancial management have been provided for on a
comprehensive basis: the supplementary budge
for the outgoing fiscal 1995-96 huas been dove-
tailed by another presidential ordimmance which s
“also to be ratilied by the new parliament. The
| Provisional ADP for 1996-97 completes the cycle
+ of budgetary instruments the caretaker govern-

ment is leaving behind as a useful framework of

_references for the newly-elected government.
'~ The caretaker government's eclat on the eco-
nomic side has been a certain professional vision
coupled with an appropriate understanding of its
over-all given role. For instance, while the provi-
sional nature of the revenue budget is depicted by
the fact of all the estimates having been made on
the basis of existing duties and taxes, the care-
taker government's projections about surplus
generation to the tune ni] Tk 5,017 crore empha-
sise four gnints: better revenue collection, con-
trolled public expenditure, improved public sec-
tor performance, and a resulting bigger contribu-
tion of domestic resource to the ADP. The rev-
enue surplus shown in the revised budget for the
outgoing year stood at Tk 3698 crore.

Notably, the highly useful Food-for-Works Pro-
gramme which had fallen on evil days is bein
given a shot in the arm by an allocation of Tk E%

crore over the expenditure incurred in the re-
vised budget for 1995-96.

The CTBT Row

India has made clear that she would not sign
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) in its
present form. She perceives that banning of nu-
clear tests is discriminatory without the five
atomic power states being dispossessed of their
arsenals. This is, in fact, a reiteration of her well-
known position on the subject. What, however,
creates a furore at the present moment and
thereby brings the issue to the fore, is the fast
approaching deadline of June 28 for signing the
treaty in Geneva. Pakistan in a positioning state-
ment has lately said she cannot sign the treaty
either when India has refused to do so.

We being in favour of complete and total dis-
armament see the point that a ban on further
tests cannot by itself render the world free from
threats of a holocaust when a nuclear club re-
serves the right:to possess all the weapons of
- mass destruction. The countries in the nuclear
threshold — India, Pakistan and lIsrael — seem
keen on keeping their nuclear options open in
view of their oft-repeated security concerns. In
other words, the incipient dangers of a nuclear
annihilation do multiply.

Significantly, the developing countries’ arms
expenditure as a proportion of their national in-
come is higher than that being incurred in the
developed world. Two lessons are imparted by
this ironic situation. Firstly, the intra-regional ri-
valries need scaling down to yield money for the
| social sectors in the poverty-ridden countries:
y and second, the big nuclear power states must

themselves settle for the zero-option and set the
Lright tenor for the rest of the world.
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BJP's Victory in Secular India and Jamaat's
Debacle in Non-secular Bangladesh

P EOPLE of Bangladesh
have unceremoniously
ditched Jamaat on June
1996 Those who believe
in secular civil society have
valid reasons to be happy at
the sudden debacle of Jamaat

in non-secular Ha.:&hduh in
an election hail by the
foreign observers and the
press as free and fair. Thus
Jamaat was eliminated through
a4 transparent democratic
process. Some political parties
and some ultra-secular
nationalist forces tried In the
past to obliterate this funda-
mentalist party from political
scene of Bangladesh by using
force and other undeémocratic
means. Democr has rightly
played its assigned role Unfor-
tunately, vested quarters never
allowed democracy to take
root and to gain strength to
support, and sustain political
process and good governance.
Many members of Jamaat -e-
Islam opposed our War of Lib-
eration in 1971 and some of
them took part in killing our
i::eoph-.. particularly our intel-
ectuals When Bangladesh was
liberated: many demanded
their execution: Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman chose
to pardon them. He believed in
the politics of cohesion instead
of attrition He thus avoided a
second-front of conflict and
concentrated in re-building
the war ravaged country. It was
General Zia who revived Ja
maat as a political party after
being saddled with state
through a series of military
coups and counter coups. In a
democratic country, multi:
party system of politics is an
accepted norim. A particular
party may be based on, and
guided by religious motives
Jamaat in Bangladesh and BJP
in [ndia are religio-political

by Sultana Nahar
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The rise of communal forces can

arties. These are definitel

undamentalist parties an

they exploit the religious sen-
timent of the electorates to
gun political advantage. It is all
ne and legal as long as these
jes are recognised by the
aws of the land. Whether its
politics and policies are
detrimental to the interest of
the nation — it should be left
to the to decide — and
that is the underlying essence

of démocracy.

Jamaat was never allowed in

the past to function as a
party. A section of and
some parties in then

opposed tooth and nail its
functioning and yet they did
not hesitate tc use Jamaat to

Lo r. During the short
grlm:l of the carefaker gov-
ernment of Justice Habibur
Rahman Jamaat enjoyed all
facilities and encountered no
hindrance. It is often heard
and alleged that Jamaat ac-
livists cut the veins of people
but hardly any case was re
ported to a porlct station and
prosecution initiated In a
court of law It was democratic
and logical to take the Golam
Azam issue to the court and
the court gave (ts verdict on
his citizenship in accordance
with law, Democratic ways and
rule of law should be resorted
to in solving such political dis-
pute instead of taking law in
sOmeone's or some group's
hand.

[f some member of this
party are to be punished for
their crimne during the War ol
Liberation, democratic means
and due process of law should

be contained by conscious secular people... Bangladesh has already set an
mmf_kinthhdiruﬁm

be invoked for the purpose.
Chasing a procession of Jamaat
down the lane. debarring i
from holding political meeting
through unfair and undemo-
cratic means and napﬁ a trial
in People's Court are nitely
not emocratic practices
However cogent and forceful
argument they might have
people who formed the Peo-
ple's Court to try Golam Azam
did dis-service to democracy.

In the recent time., Jamaat

had gone to le with their
ng“ﬂ“ and programmes
ey set candidates in all the

300 constituencies for the first
time. Their election manifesto
was widel blicised to the
peopile ancrt e press. Workers
of Jamaat including women
cam ed from door to door
The wishes of people were re-
flected in the verdict they gave
in the election of June
1996. Thus the debacle of .Ja-
maat took place in a peaceful
and democratic manner. The
sudden downfall was brought
about through non violence
and not through other means
which some quarters tried In
the past [t is a victory of
democracy that Jamaat's polit-
ical clout has weakened and its

I:oopularu has reached the
owest ebb Likewise BNP and
other parties which gave
covert sup to fundamental-

ism will also meet the similar
fate {f democracy and popular
will are allowed to play Its due
role. The secular provision
should be restored to our Con
stitution to show respect o
the sentiment of the public as
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reflected in the recent elec:
tiori and particularly to allay
worinds of the minorities Peo-
ple have alreadv given a clear
verdict through a democratic

process for a secular structure
of ‘our Constitution. After all,

people are the source of all

r and their wishes should
guiding principles of

* the
democracy. Constitution and
governance of our country.

in the last parliamenta
elections in secular India.
stunned the
by emerging as the single
largest party in the

also formed the government
But the intrigues of the so-
called secular Congress and
other progressive parties led

to the downfall of P govern-
ment. People of Bangladesh
were shocked at the over-

whelming electoral victory of
BJP and later on some people
relebrated the fall of the Vaj-

payee government [t is not
understandable what pro-
mpted them to such im-
promptu celebration — defi

nitely not in the finest tradi-

tion of democracy However if

the intention of BJP govern-

ment was (o make lives of the

Muslim minorities miserable,
people had reason to be
alarmed
that
less communal violence In In-
dia il BJP government was al-
lowed to continue There is a
saying "When orne trusts a da-
coit with his property — the
dircolit behaves llke a falthful
custodian

We have seen enough du

political pundits

ment.
For a period of 13 days BJP

i personally believe
there would have been

plicity of the secular Congress.
From 1965 to 1996. it is
learnt that C instigated
most of the communal riots in
India. It is to be kept in mind
that BJP in India won the ma-
jority seats in parliament
through an undiluted demeo-
cratic process. Conversely,
Jamaat was defeated in
Bangladesh throgh a demo-
cratic process. P has not
been reported to have used any
black money or any coercive
measure to force people to
vote for them. then :gy did
the C and other right-
wing and left-wing parties in
India vow to pu}ll down the
Vajpayee govergment! Any
democratic minded person
should welcome BJFP's victory
at least for the sakeé of

respect to democracy BJP d
not exercise decert or double
standard of the Congress to
woo the voters They focused
their election manifestoc to the
people and canvassed their

ogramme candid

ully well that BJF]?:; m
inentalist party rlected
them as the single largest
party. The verdict was sponta-
neous. as such all other ti-
cal parties should have

BJP to govern the country
Bringing down an elected gov-
ernment through political
manipulation smacks of deca-
dence of moral values The
progressive parties of India
seem to be devoid of such val-
ues and political courtesy We
can rightly conclude that the
seciilar parties of India are
secular In name only, Their

long practice of secularism has

strengihened the fundamental-
isl parties so much as they
could convince P:lnty)k about
their Fﬁnciplr.: integrity
and ultimately were in a posi-
tion to form the government.

If the people of India want
Hindu Raj, t have demo-
cratic right 1o it. Un-
less people want a secular gov-
ernment. secular provision of
the Constitution is of no use. It
is not the failure of the secular
E;lnmu}iugtu{ India, it is the

ure Congress party
and Congress government. It is
reported that Muslims in some

voted for BJP and a
@ the shatived svirmnt
t
of Vajpayee. It is interesting to
note that BJP won only two
parliamentary seats in the
election they took part for the
first time. Over the passage of
I}:‘ime ﬁthe f+::I||.1 licity anmnd
of the Congress
hg;cd EF to gain - ar
W. In West BJP
not win a parliamentary-
scat. The'credit goes to Jyoti
Basu and secular people of
West Bengal. While failure of
Congress gave to BJP in
other provinces. us Con-
ess is si
for rapk ries of Randementalic
parties in India and in the
process Congress itself was
routed in t last parlia-
mentary election. Co 8 in
India and BNP in Btg:obh,
n my o . are more com-
epectively. The riet of camy.
i rise o :
nal forces can be contained by
conscious secular people of
both the couantries threugh
democratic means. Bangladesh
has already set an exampie in
this direction. Therefore. let
the democratic process oper-
ate undisturbed.

Picking up the Thread from Where ZA Bhutto had Left it off

hope there is no last

minute hitch. Our foreign

secretary Salman Haider

and the Pakistan High Com-
missioner in New Delhi have
thscussed convenient dates for
the meeting of the two foreign
secretaries in the later half of
July. But Pakistan foreign mini-
ster Aseef Ahmed Ali has pro-

osed talks at political level

hen in Colombo the other
day, he called India's ambassa-
dor Dayal and told him so. This,
ol course, upsets the calcula-
ticns of New Delhi, which
wants its foreign secretary to
test the water first

Even otherwise, raising the
talks straight to the level of
munister is fraught with dan-
gers. Bolh countries have had
no serious dialogues for past
several years. Officials. foreign
secretaries and even prime
ministers of the two sides
have met more than once. But
the exchange of views were
confined either to peripheral
subjects or to a discussion they
would one day hold to restore
normal relations,

Suppose the ministerial-
level talks do not take off, then
where do we go? The summit
— it will be too soon. Officials
are good at skirting a subject
for weeks, And even when
they come to grips with a
problem, their grip is so loose
that it does not clasp ang
thing, much less the sub-
stanice. They are the best to

repare the ground, particu-
arly when, it has stayed fallow
for a long time.

Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's letter and Prime Min-
ister Deve Gowda's response
have broken the ice. It will
take time for the situation to
thaw. A slow and steady pro-
ﬁress will be more epen-

able and profitable. To span
the gap that has yawned over
the years at one go is to shut
eyes to the realities. However
politically attractive, the pace

that the heads of both governments will meet to discuss "a final settlement

on Jammu and Kashmir." There can be many permutations and combinations. And both sides

canriot be hastened. If a taut
stritig 1s stretched beyond a
point, it will snap,

Pakistan has done well to
take the initiative. Benazir
Bhutto deserves congratula-
lons for her courage [n any
cease, the country had boxed
itself up in a situation that was
intractable. Kashmir is under-
standably important but the
Insistence on discussing it
first or discussing nothing else
except Kashmir were such
conditions as New Delhi could
not have accepted. It was

repared to discuss Kashmir

ut it could not be the sole
subject on the agenda. Islam-
abad's realisation. at least that
is. what it looked like, to drop
pre-conditions is a welcome
development.

Pakistan's friends in the
West were not too happy over
the impasse it had itself cre-
ated. America has been wor-
ried over the nuclear option
both countries have and its
nudging may have worked. My
information is that Islamabad
was looking for the right op-

rtunity to break the dead-

k. If it is so, Pakistan could
not have chosen a better time
because the Deve Gowda gov-
ernment, with 1 K Gujral as
foreign minister. is committed
to a liberal approach. I have no
doubt that New Delhi will take
some steps unilaterally to
indicate goodwill as the talks
proceed.

The unfortunate part is
that some of the signals Pak-
istan has sent do not tally
with the warmth and faith that
Benazir Bhutto's letter ex-
uded. Pakistan foreign minis-
ter's approach to Sri Lanka to
intervene on Kashmir goes

aiatnst the spirit of Benazir
Bhutto's letter, which sug-

jested a bilateral approaeh.
Indesstandably. Colombo said
no.’

When Islamabad has come

around to accept bilateral talks
as suggested in the Shimla
Conference agreement, then
why should it try to involve a
third party? By this time. it
should have realised that the
solution to the Kashmir prob-
lem does not lie with the
world chanceries, but with
India and Pakistan.

Again,

the reported de- ,

will need patience to arrive at something acceptable to both.

sponse to Pakistan s deploy-
ment of M-11

Islamabad's raise ot 14 per
cent in defence expenditure
in new budget i1s bound o
rajse doubts in New Delhis
mind when its defence outlay
in real terms has gone down in
last few years. Therefore, why
not begin talks with the re-
duction of armed forces? Gen-
eral Zia suggested more than
once o effect a proportionate
cut in defence expenditure
and the defence personnel.

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

ployment of the nuclear-ca-
Eahlc Chinese M-11 missiles
y Pakistan does not go well
with Benazir Bhutto's words in
the letter: "As responsible
leaders of South Asia, let us
seize the opportunity to open a
new chapter in our relations by
laying the foundation of a
peacelul South Asia, based on
equitable conflict-resolution
and reconciliation. * The mis-
siles have added to tension
and distrust.

Pakistan cannot ride two
horses al the same time,
There will be a guestion mark
against its offer for talks if it is
rnrt:nm.lr.ﬂ.trl‘l%l weapons to threaten
India. e pressure on the
Deve Gowda government to
deploy the Agni missile ma
not be easy to ward off. Alrea
the Bhartiya Janata Party.
which believes in nuclear op-
tion. has criticised the gov-
ernment for what it inter-
prets as a pusillanimous re-

There were no takers
when he repeatedly made the
suggestion. | recall talking to
Mrs Gandhi's ministers alter
an interview with General Zia.
But they pooh-poohed the idea
on the ground that he was not
serifous. | vainly requested
them to call his bluff.

The reduction of forces
can be discussed along with
the redeployment of forces at
Siachen Glacier, which is of no
Strategic value as many Indian
military experts have said
again and again. Such discus-
sions may lead to the pro
of a no-war pact. With both
the countries in the fear
of a nuclear holocaust, ple
in the subcontinent will heave
a sigh of relief, if there is a
no-war pact.

Whether it is considered a
dispute or a pending problem.
Kashmir has to be discussed
at some stage. The Shimla
Conference has said that the -
heads of both governments will

i
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Save them

Sir, We human beings have
no end to our greed and de-
sires! We creep more and
more Lo what we earn and pos-
sess. Sometimes even three
square meals are not enough!
And never are we grateful,
Have the privileged or the
physically fit ever realised the
conditions of the unfortunate
crlpFIed? Have any one sin-
cerely cared to feel about how
the crippled are 'going throu-
h? We talk about woman's lib,
reedom of press. civic rights,
democracy and what not. Has
any one come forward to
mitigate the sufferings of the
destitute invalids by setting up
homes/centres and providing
three proper meals a day? | am
not _sure, otherwise, they
woufd not have been seen

begﬁng all over,
e other day, after I had
finished offering the Zohr
ﬂ"ajftﬂ at the Baitul Mukarram
osque, | walked up to buy
some books from the Stadium
arcade. | then suddenly came
across a young half-crippled
| about 12 to 13 years of age.
noticed a sense of conscious-
ness in her. The helpless child
was fair, affectionate with good
features. Her one piece of pink

— e i
L

plastic slipper was (he one

thing that makes her feel most
otherwise amongst the normal

human beings. Like any other
person, | gave her some money
and walked away. | did feel ex-
tremely sad and kept on curs-

ing the strange discrimination
of the world. 1 hope some day

some wealthy kind-hearted

human b comes forward to

provide a big hall room to shel-

ter these helpless crippled

human beings with the basic

needs. How long must we see

them helplessly begging in the
open, exposed to the vagaries

of nature and other pitiable
conditions, crying out to draw
mercy? Let not the answer to

this blow away but make a way
to save them.

Khawja Vigar Moinuddin
Dhaka

Be a true leader in
your own name

Sir, The election is over
and the politicians are placed
in proper places as desired by
the people. People do not want
an{ gunnnetrl. deshnetri or
pallibandhu sort of leadership
to lead the nation. A truly hon-

est. dedicated and intelligent
netri or neta is required.

[ mention here that Sheikh
Mujib is very much in the
heart of all Bangladeshis, When
Sheikh Shaheb was tied up
with a heavy title of Banga-
bandhu, the dearest Sheikh
Mujib slowly slipped out and
one day Bangabandhu was
found dead in a pool of blood
in the staircase of 'Banga-
bandhu Bhaban.' Bangabandhu
died. It was not the death of
Sheikh Mujib who remains
ever alive in the heart of all of
us.

I request the leaders to be
careful of the flatterers. Please
try to be true leader in your

own name. Never allow putting
unnecessary title 1o your name
to identify your leadership.
Your own name is quite heavy
enough to belittle if you can
}::rmre yoursell to be a good
eader. Why do you need a su-
perficial title at all anyway?

M L R Khan
38, Naya Paltan. Dhaka- 1000

New government

Sir, This has reference of A
M A Muhith's article "A Menu
for Action: Expectations from
the New Govt" published in
your esteemed daily on the
12th and 13th June. He has
elaborately discussed his past
experiences in view of imple-
menting his packages of ele-
ments 1t¥ the new govern-
ments, ereto | like add the
following:

1) Infrastructure like roads.
transport, telephone and elec-
tricity, etc should be given top

priority as these are profitable
sectors.

2) Top priority should also
be given to minimise losses by
corporations and banks etc
may be made profitable
through denationalisation.

3) Attendance and disci-
pline in Secretariat should be
tightened unlike the time of
former government who ap-
parently failed to ensure it.

M Ali
Khilgaon, Dhaka

Nazrul: Our

msplratmn
Sir, The nation has cele-
brated the 97th birth anniver-
sary of the National Poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam on Jaistha 11,
1403 (BS). On this occasion I
weuld like to appreciate the
great poet's concern to build
up a exploitation-free land. His

‘poems and other creations

tremendously inspired the
people of this subcontinent to
get rid of the shakles of for-
eign domination during the
British colonial regime.

Our nation should take les-
sion as well as inspiration from
the life and works of the Rebel
Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam for

establishing true democracy.

ﬁ;la c I:dc. ahn d
ngladesh.

M Zahidul Haque

Assistgnt Professor, BAI

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-
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stability in

clinch
particularly Mrs Gandhi's sec-

Bhutto had

meel 1o discuss “a final set-
tlement on Jammu and Kash-
nir.” There can be many per-
mutations and combinations,
And both sides will need pa-
tience to arrive at something
acceptable to both. But, in the
meanwhile, discussions or
even agreements on other is-
sues can take place.

What we have to keep in
mind is the remark that
Jawaharlal Nehru made to
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto nearly 35
vears ago in London. Nehru
said, "l know that we must find
a solution for Kashmir. But we
have got caught in a situation
which we cannot get out of
wilhioul causing damage to the
systems and structures of our
respective  societies,”

Probably, the Shimla Con-
ference was the best time to
the issue. Some say,

retary, P. N. Haksar., that Z A
agreed 1o make the
ceasefire line in Kashmir a
permanent bound between
India and Pakistan. There is no
writien proofl except India's
assertion matched by Pak-
istan's denial. Now there is a

third Kg:ny. people of Jammu
and hmir, who will need to

be consulted at some stage.

New Delhi should, how-

ever, realise that the situation
is not as favourable to it as it
was when the Shimla Confer-
ence was held. At that time

India Had 90,000 prisoners of

war and a large tract of Pak-
istan territory won during the
-

Bangladesh war. Then there
was the Soviet Union on our
side. The situation is different
now. America is more on ls-
lamabad's side than ours. And
the Soviet Union does not ex-

u.!ig}l d;:ru not mean that

India has to compromise with
the demands on its integrity.
All it means is that it is willing
to pick up the thread from
where Z A Bhutto had left it off
at Shimla. And he had indi-
cated that he was willing to go
very far. For example, he
I:trmglhuwn?r agreed to

‘the line ol control resulting
from the ceasefire of 17 De-
cember 1971.°

Perhaps the two couniries
should their talks with 3 -
set of principles which D
Dhar, then [ndia's petroleum
minister, and Aziz Ahmed,
then Pakistan's foreign minis-
ter. accepted at Murree, nearly
one month before the Shimla
Conference.

The principles are: | , Need
to normalise relations; 2. Will-
ingness to think afresh, cast-

aside the shackles of t

icies; 3. Recognition the
underlying desire of peoples
in both coun for peace
and harmony in the subconti-
nent; 4. Need for establish-
ment of durable peace; 5.
Need for ending military con-

flict, and a new chap-
ter of m:crﬁ.éﬁ'uu; 6. De-
sirability of diverting re-

sources towards development;
7. Necessity that the summit
should not fail; 8. Cooperation
in other eed fields; 9. De-
sirability of adequate travel fa-

cilities to both sides; and 10.
Cessation of hostile propa-
ganda,

-

Top

on the Agenda

AKMA Quader

There has been a qhalitaLivc
change in the behavioral pat-

tern and value jud t of our
people. This was evident in
their refusal to participate in
the Febru 15 elections and
their ocutright rejection of the
same. The climax was reached
when the Parliament of Febru-
ary 15 election failed to sit
after the morning of March 26
to pass and adopt the nine-
teen-or-so odd bills and ordi-
nances including one very im-
portant one which made the
February 15 polls legally possi-
ble. that is. the ordinance
which enabled to by-pass the
necessity of identity card for
the voters to cast votes.

The overwhelmin I{I large-
scale participation of the =
ple in the just-concluded elec-
tion of June 12 has once
against demonstrated that the
people are serious about their
rights and obligations; and
they cannot be ignored. The
have asserted their rights an
given their verdict. The
change in our people has taken
place slowly but it has come
with a sense of direction and
purpose. They deserve a
"thank you" for their maturity
and patience.

e people of Bangladesh
on June |2havestruck a deal
with the winning political
party as well as with others
who asked for their mandate.
The deal is crystal clear. It is
top on the agenda for all of us:
we want peace in the country.
Therefore. the party which has
came up as majority in the
polls shall have to oblige its ci-
tizens by implementing the
deal. The people has appar-
ently entrusted the Awami
League to in this challenge of
establishing peace in the coun-

The task of restoring peace
in every sphere of our soeciely

— .. Q definitely tough but achiev-

able. Take lessons from the
achievements of the present
caretaker government headed
by Justice Mohammad Habibur
Rahman and the Election
Commission headed by Mo-
hammad Abu Hena: They
proved that good things are
possible and can be delivered.
The people look forward to
good things eagerly and they

appreciate them. We thank you |

Justice Hahibur Rahman and
Abu Hena for their service to
this nation.

Road to
following :

1. Restore the governance
of the government.

2 Enforce law and order
ruthlessly. Criminals and law
breakers have no colour, creed
and identity. They deserve ng
sympathy and no considera-
tion.

3. Deal with the extortionist
with iron hand. Let none
protect them.

4. Eradicate corruption. |

favouritism and nepotism.

5. Establish and ensure the
rule of law in all spheres of life
without fear or favour.

6. Take lessons from
history.

The people ol Bangladesh
want to can live in peace and
carry on freely with their nor-
mal day-to-day activities. If our
people are able to carry on
their normal life. the societ
will definitely move forward.
the economy shall gain mo-
mentum, the campuses shall
regain their stature as centres
for learning, and the desired

rogress and prosperity shall
achieved. We firmly jeve,
the new government shall ful
fill the people's desire to live

it:lu[xnce. Let us hope for the

The writer s Praofessor of

peace demands the !
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