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Perennial Politics

The Westerners might consider weather a
conversation opener, but in this part of the
on a more interesting topic. It's
politics of course and the good thing is one
doesn't really have to be “enlightened’ to en-
f’.&g!: in political discussions. When the eight
etter word [synonymous with trouble} pro-

globe we rely

gossip and glo

don't be ool

st buddies while sworn

vides so much to muse, moan, ery, criticize,
at over, why bother with
dane things like exchanging peasantries or
making small talks ? And sure enough., no
matter how busy the Dhakaite might profess to
be. he or she seldom hesitates to waste pre-
cious moments in a political chit-chat.

Then again, it's election season: so it's only
natural for people to talk about politics. But
! The just concluded general
election has merely heightened our resolutions
and enthusiasm: political polemics go on all
year round even at places where you least ex-
pect. Often politics is the main deciding factor
in the making or breaking of friendships. It's
simple really. If political ideologies or party

references match. two persons might become
enemies if they
clash. It's perfectly normal to be politically

perating.
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by L.avina Ambreen Ahmed

Then - also in a particularly high security
neighbourhood the guards residing in tents are
wide awake and very vocal by
grossed in their newspapers tineg,r
the developments of deshi rajniti
with their morning tea.

We might talk about "each to his/her own
opinion" "but when it comes to politics, Qitter
hatred and animosity often develop among the
tollowers of different parties. An “individual
complains how tense and wary the family
members all are during get togethers. Her fa-
ther is a diehard supporter of a leading politi-
cal party while her uncle is soft on its rival.
And whenever they
debate invariably sparks off. Relatives try to
intervene, without success.
a 30-45 minutes of heated arguinent they are
back to normial again. It's almost as if they en-
joy the verbal battles while running the party
mood for everyone else.

At times politics can disturb the peace and
harmony of a household, obviously when the
family members don't agree with one another.
A rickshaw-puller recently

am. En-
gulp down
(politics)

are together a contentious

Surprisingly, after

left his wife for

conscious, but within a limit that is. During the F,ﬂm:l. when she refused to vote for his
election. the Dhaka dwellers were just as avoured party. It was known they were having
hyped up as the political contenders. Embltms for quite some time. Says the wife.

In the city., some ple actually jump-start er spouse was constantly badgering her for

- peo
their day with politics. How ? They wait for the
morning newspaper and list all the merits and
demerits of their loved and hated parties re-
spectively and broadcast the latest information
to interested or disinterested listeners.
of the time, the victims are family members. A
certain gentleman greets his kids every
grin or a scowl (depending on
and political updates. In the pro-
cess, saving the trouble for the offspring to
the paper for themselves. Though the
kids say. the routine is becoming quite exas-

morning with a
the news)

SCAan

Physicians Assoc
confce begins

Health and Family Welfare
Advisor Maj Gen (retd) A R
Khan yesterday inaugurated
the 7th national conference ol
Association of Physicians of
Bangladesh at a hote] here. re-

ports BSS. :
king on the occasion

Spea
Khan underscored the role of
the physicians in the im-

provement of healthcare ser--

vice in the country. Scientific
research and training are
essential for this, he said. ac-
to a press rclease,

Specialist ghysitians of
different branches of medical
science took part in the con-
ference and eminent physi-
cians discussed on different

imiportant matters of medical
science.

The scientific session in-
cluded Ibrahim Memorial ora-
tion, guest speakers session.

pnn hypertension

and free paper sesston.

w4 ¢« Presi ver € peesi=, -
dent’ of the aam%ﬂ’rmh ‘Prof

Sheikh Negsar:-Uddin Ahmed
the ina al session was also
addressed Health Secretary
Mohamma Ali. Director
General of Health Prof A K
Shamsuddin Sid . secretary
eneral of the association Dr
mlm Rahman. dir:lt;:tnr ::5
Hospital Prof M Tahir an
of medicine of Dhaka
edical College Tofael Ahmed.

Call to reopen
garment factories
By Staff Correspondent

The desh Garments

Worker Employees Fegde-
ration {;GWEH has dﬂ:urm

immediate re- ng of 'Al-
Paain’' and 'Zuki' garment
factories in the city.

a workers' rally

in front of the National Press
Club, Abul Bashar and Abul
Hossain that the owner
l:eth;: rlll‘-j -lt:ym down
» i tieg v

also demanded payment of

the workers,

Most

societ
dare

doing things his way. But, when he tried to
coerce her into voting
date; it was the last straw, Marriage or no mar-
riage some things in life are just too important,
eing politically aware is the way of life
here. It's virtually impossible-to remain
rant and lukewarm on political affairs. Anyway.
is hardly sympathetic to those who
efy the established norms. The apolitical
person can do only one thing learn to put up
with politics and accept it as yet another inim-
itable speciality” of living in Dhaka city.

for his chosen candi-

igno-

'Condoms, best protection
~against STDs'

The best protection awail-
able currently against sexually
transmitted diseases, is the
consistent and correct use of
latex condoms that can reduce
a person's risk of all the
known STDs, including AIDS.
reports UNDB.

This observation was at-
tributed to medical experts in
a newsletter of the Family
Health International (FHI). a
US-based non-profit research
organisation that specialises on
reproductive health.

It noted that medical scien-

tists are looking for new alter-
natives to prevent the trans-
mission of STDs. but these
new products will take many
years to perfect.

As awareness of AIDS and
other sexually transmitted dis-
eases (STDs] has grown, more
and more people are seeking

1 ways to  protect themselves .
froan these dnlections.”

"DO condoms ~— male and
female — really work?” asks Dr
Willard Cates Jr.. medical di-
rector for FHI.

"The simple answer is yes,
if used consistently and cor-
recily.” Dr Cates wrote in the
current issue of FHI quarterly
bulletin, Network. "The prob-
lem is that cendoms, whether
male or female devices, are
used sporadically or Incor-
rectly.”

He also cited numerous
studies that demonstrate how
effective latex condoms ceuld
be. provided they were used
currently during every act of
intercourse,

Many health experts believe
the female condom, which is
not widely avatlable and has
not been adequately studied to
confirm its petential for STD
protection. probably protects
against STDs, including AIDS.

One way for people to re
duce their risk of infection is
simply talking to their part
ners about sexual concerns and
lears scientific rescarch shows
that couples who talk about
these important topics are
more likely to use condoms
consistently and correctly

“It's really a tricky issue ™

says FHI's Donna Flancagan
who specialises in finding way

to prevent the spread of AIDS,
inchuding counseling people to
use condoms.

“You have to teach someone
how to convince somebody
else to do something. like
wear a condom. That requires
skills. Noj only skills in com-
munication. but it also requires
self-confidence and assertive-
ness.”

Meanwhile, scientists are
experimenting with a variety of
new drugs and devices to find
better ways of protecting peo-

le against STDs. The search
or a new class of chemical
barriers called microbicides
may offer many women a bet-
ter way to protect themselves.
says the FHI newsletter.

These 'microbicide products
would likely resembie the vari-
ety of existing spermicides
womern now use for contracep-

tion. Since many woiRen were
. unable toXTonvince #feElr male -

partners to use condoms. this
would offer them a way to pre-
vent these diseases.

Ideal microbicides would be
highly eflective against a range
of STDs. including HIV. the
virus that causes AIDS. They
would alse be capable of being
formulated with or without
contraceptive properties, al
lowing women to become
pregnant while being pro
tected against disease

Drama festival
begins

A week-long dream festival
began at the Shilpakala Acade
nP- yesterday with the staging
ol 'Raja Hahnga Karkhana
lFrr-rnttd by the Chittagong

heatre workshop.
press relcase

Eminent journalist Obaidul
Haq inauguraied the festival,
while Director General of the
academy, Mobarak Hossain
Khan presided over the ope
nul::g, ceremony. The Director
of Drama of the Academy, S M
Mohsin also spoke on the
occasion. Seven theatre groups
selected from across the
country are taking nart in the
f[estival, organised by the
acadenny. :

says a
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Chief Election Commissioner Mohammad Abu Hena presenting a gazette

R

containing the names of the newly-elected MPs to Chief Adviser Muhammad Habibur

Rahman in the city yesterday.

— Star photo
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NFANGOs formed

A new coordinating agency

titled National Federation of .
Anti-Drug

NGOs [NFANGOSs)
have been formed to curb drug
abuse in the country. reporis
UNB.

Presided over by Sheikh Fa-
rooq, the meeting also formed
a 101-member national com-
mittee with national professor

S

jkuni -Para in the city,

Dr M R Khan af its chairman,
said a press release. s

Held at the office of
"Solidarity Bangladesh™ at Te-
the
meeling was also addressed by
Kamrul Islam Sony. Saleh Shi-
bly, Fakir Selim, Thamina Koli.
Sheikh Joynal and Saleha Firoj.

o

Titas Gas Transmission & Distribution Co. Ltd

(A Company of Petrobangla)

105, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue
Kawran Bazar Commercial Area, Dhaka-1215
Telex : 642689 TGNC BJ/Fax : 880-2-813031
Phone: 819380/PABX: 812135-42 (Extn: 146)

nvitation for Bids (I.F.B) for Procurement of
Ball Valves Under Cash Foreign Exchange

Date of Issuance of LF.B. : 22nd June '96

1. Sealed Bids are invited from the bonafide manufacturers or their authorised agents for supp!

of Ball Valves under cash foreign exchange

S _IFB No } Description of | Costof tender document | Bid Closing
No | Matenal | b Date
1. PD 2312/368-BV Ball Valve | Tk 100000 OR USS 24.00 07-08-1996

reason whatsoever.

nas/PR/146/1995-96
1 -0

Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from Deputy General Manage
(Purchase) at the above address.
3. Tender documents may be purchased by any interested bidder or their authonsed representative
upon payment of the cost of respecuve documents from Accounts Depariment of thi
Company at the above address from 09:00 hrs 10 1300 hrs. on all working days with etfect
from 24-06-1996. Copy of Money Receipt evidencing purchase of Tender documents 15 1o be
furnished with the bid. No document will be sold on the bid closing date
4. All bids accompanied by a bid security for 2.5% of bid amount 1n the form of Bank Draft/Pa
Order from any Scheduled Bank located in Bangladesh or Bank Guaraniee 1ssued by
Scheduled Bank in Bangladesh or from any reputable foreign bank. duly endorsed by 2
Scheduled Bank in Bangladesh must be delivered 10 Titas Gas Transmission & Distributio
Co. Lid. at the above address on or before 11:00 hrs. of the closing date of the respective
IF.B. The bids will be opened on the same day at 11:15 hrs in presence of bidders, if any
Should thas day happen to fall on any holiday. bids shall be opened ai the xame hours on th
first subsequent working day.

The Company reserves the right to accept any bid or reject all the bids without assigning an

Deputy General Manager
Purchase

Repolling was
tree, fair : CCHRB

Coordination Council for
Human Rights in Bangladesh
(CCHRB)} said its election
observers found the repollin
on June 19 as fair and neutra
in general, reports BS5.

According to a press release
of the organisation, ils obser-
vers monitored repolling of
122 centres and found that

repolling was peaceful and

_ disciplined.

The press release. however,
said the observers have reports
that BNP candidate in Farid-
pur-2 constituency Obaidur
Rahman distributed money

among the voters ahead of the
repolling to influence the
elections.

They also complained of
some mismanagements in the
polling centres and received
allegations that minority com-
murity voters were obstructed
to go to the polling centres.

The observers received no
major reports of violence or
indiscipline and rather
observed that even Lhe rival
polling agents were drinking
tea in some centres where the
observers visited receiving
information of violence.

Regional tourism
workshop begins
in Nepal June 26

The two-day third regional
workshop and meeting of the
Regional Tourisin Human Re-
source Development Comimit-
tee will begin in Kathmandu on
June 26, says a press releass

The workshop is organised
by the Colombo-based South
Asia Tourism Secretariat as
part of the South Asia Inte-
grated Tourism Human Re-
source. Development Pro:

ramme, whith is supported

the European Commission,

It will be inaugurated by

Chakra Prasa Banstola. Minis-

ter of Tourism and Civil Avia-
tion of Nepal

Delegates from both the
public and private sectors of
the tourism industry of SAARC
countries will attend the
workshop and meeting of the
regional committee. Dr A K
Abdul Mubin. Chairman, Bang-
ladesh Parjatan Corporation
and Chairman of the Bangla-
desh National Tourism Human
Resource Development Com-
mittee. will lead the Bangla-
desh délegation.
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GF for advancement

Gano Forum congratulated
the majority party in Jatiya
Sangsad and called upon all
others to play positive role in
advancing the democratic pro-
cess, reports UNB.

A meeting of the party's
Standing Committee here yes-
terday said the conscious par-
ticipation of the people in the
June 12 election brought about
a new prospect for institution-
alising democracy in the co-
untry.

Gano Forum President Dr
Kamal Hossain chaired the
meeting that once again con-

their taking part in the peace-

ful voting.

The party also thanked the
Caretaker Government and. the
Eltct'tpn Commission for hol-
ding the elections successiully

in a very short time,

of democratic process’

gratulated the countrymen on

Superb Lakeside Locations in
Gulshan & Dhanmondi

BAY DEVELOPMENTS

LTD

20/B NEW ESKATON DHAKA 831930, 833618

MEMBER REHAB

00000

candidates.

The ideal candidates should have:

Preferably an MBA degree

Minimum 2 years experience in banking

AMERICAN
EXPRESS
BANK

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

American Express Bank Ltd is going to recruit Marketing Officers in
their Liability and Asset Marketing Department in Bangladesh. These

- are challenging and target oriented key positions with ample growth
prospects. The incumbents will be responsible to solicit new businesses.
They will also have to develop new products and successfully sell them to
existing and potential customers. The candidates who possess excellent
interpersonal skills, willing to work hard and build a career in banking

are encouraged to apply.

Excellent communication skills both in English & Bengali
Working knowledge of computer
Age below 30 years

An_ attractive remuneration package will be offered to the suitable

Applications stating full personal particulars alongwith a passport size
photograph and work experience should be sent to the Manager, Human
Resources, American Express Bank Ltd, ALICO Building, 18-20
Motijheel C/A Dhaka, Bangladesh no later than June 30, 1996.

In a serene area in
Gulshan, BTI proudly
announces the
~advent of
OA\SIS
A classic combination
of style and comfort
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& ideas Itd.

TMC BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR,
52 NEW ESKATON ROAD, DHAKA.
TEL : 839160,404243,404872,413110

FAX : B80-2-833922
Member.of REMAB



