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The [astest woman of the 1995
Madras SAF Games is

O b

Susantivi Sinia

Sprinter Gwen Torrence is the

current tﬂvmpl(‘ champion in
0w 200w L]

The captain of the Croattan football team
in the Euro 06 is

|_Boban

Subker Boksir

Bangladesh Rifles have won the

premicr volleyball league utle
5 ey

7 lvmies

.| The sumame of Enghish cricket umpire
| Dickie Bird is
Harokd |
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Schools kabaddi
begins June 28

Sports Reporter

The sixth schools kabaddi
championship., organised by
the Bangladesh Kabaddi Feder-
ation, will begin at the kabaddji
court of Dhaka Stadium from
June 28. '

Sixteen schools, split onto
four groups, will take part in
the lirst round knock out
phase. The top four teams of
each group will qualify for the
semi-finals.

The first round participants
are: Rifles Public School and
College, Sarmin Textiles Mills
High School, Ansar and VDP
High School, Motijheel Govl
High School, Maniknagar
Model High School. Shahid
Abu Taleb High School, Badda
Alatunnissa High School, Millat
High School. Shahid Nabi High
Schogl, Deep Shikha Bidyalaya,
Kamalapur High School,
Maniknagar Govt
School, BDR School and Col-
lege, Ramkrishna Mission
School. Dolairpar High School
and Mitali School.

!
Marlboro's
L ] T L
incentive

SHANGHAI, June 21: Marl-
boro, a unit of Philip Morris
companies, is putting up
220,000 dollars as prize mo-
ney for a four-team soccer to-
urnament this month in
Shanghai, The Liberation Daily
reported today reports Reuter.

The fifth Marlboro Interna-
tional Cup will feature teams
from Uruguay, Bulgaria. Bel-

um and the local Shanghai

henhua side. which won

China’'s league championship
in 1995, it said.

The games will be held
from June 24 to July 1, it said.

Marlboro also spomsors
China's league championship
despite an advertising law that
bans tobacco advertising at
sports venues, '

Sports officials say that the
company has been given spe-
cial approval because of its

contribution to soccer in
China.

Asprillas part
company

BOGOTA. June 21: Newcas-
tle United's controversial Colu-
mbian striker Faustino Asprilla
divorced his wife of seven
years, Catalina Cortes. here on
Thursday, reports AFP.

Asprilla will have to pay his
wife a settlement estimated at
some 600.000 -dollars while
she also receives custody of
the couple's three-year-old
son. '

The six-million-pound star
Is currently training with the
Coluimbina squad ahead of next
month's World Cup qualifier

against Uruguay.

Primary

June 30 ulttimatum to DMFA

The Football Pla
vers Wellare As-
sociation (BFP-

WA) has asked
the president of
the Bangladesh
Foothall Federation (BFF) and
Dhaka Metropolis Football
Assoclation (DMFA), M Azizul

Haque, to guit from his dual
sts as he and his office
arers have failed to ensure

this year's Senjor Division

football leagues, Premier and

First Division.

According 1o a press release
yesterday. the player's associa-
tion also demanded the resig-
nation of Sheikh Akmal Hos-

»
Game Eight
adjourned

MOSCOW . June 21 Russian
Grand Master Anatoly Karpov
and yvoung challenger Gata
Kammsky carried over until Fri-
day the eighth game of their
Chess World Championship
match after the 57th move,

reports Reuter
Itar-Tass news agency said

| the two players chances ap

peared to be almost equal after
six hours of the game. But it
gave no details of their posi-
tions. Karpov, 45, leads 5-2 in
the 20-game series.

Sports Rel)ortur
sain. the general secretary ol
BFF, and Mozammel Haque
Mukta, the DMFA secretary,

for the same reason.

The association asked those
officials lo vaecate Lheir posals
immediately otherwise, as the
BFPWA said. they would be
blacklisted and declared per-
sona-non-grata in the sports
arefla.

They have no right 1o hold
their sis any more because
they have failed to perform
their duties for which they

were appointed = said the
press release

There is no reason why the
leagues should not be held. We

still have time (o begin the
leagues. We know who are re-
sponsible for this. We shall
publish their names if they do
not stop their conspiracies
against football and the foot-
ballers.” the press release
added

in their statement, the
layers said the these officials
1ave failed (o ensure the
smooth running of local [oot-
ball leagues. This will affect the
booters of all the leagues in-
cluding Second. Third and Pi
oneer Divisions. The officials
are mocking with the [ate of
footballers.

They also said thatl these of
liclals have already spoilt the
healthy environment of our

Officials get the boot

lootball and now they were
planning to ruin the future of
the booters

The lootballers said that a
conspiracy against fnulb:ﬁ
would be dealt with appropri-

alel?v.

n the strongly-worded
ress release also asked the
MFA officials to recon their

decistion of not holding the

Senilor Division football league

this year through a fresh

meeting before June 30

Portugal's noble
gesture
NOTTINGHAM, June 2]

Portugal's Euro 96 squad are
to dedicate their quarterfinal
against the Czech blic to

the children of East Timor. a
territory invaded by Indone-
sian troops 20 years ago, re-
poris Reuter

Coach Antonio Oliveira said
he had been upset after receiv-
ing faxes from two Timorese
children

They were unh at not
being able to wal:ﬁp%uﬂuga]

play. because of fears of
reprisals by Indonesian secu-
rity lorces.

Indonesia annexed East
Timor in 1976, a year after In
vading the [territory
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PASSION-PACKED: The exciting and adventurous

hgve caught the imagination of soccer fans worldwide, look confident during practice at
Birmingham on June 20. Portugal take on the Czech Republic in a quarterfinal fixture
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team members who

— AFP/UNB photo
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ASAGER. Engla-
nd, June 21: [ta-
lian coach Arrigo
Sacchi hit back at
m . his eritics here
"= — |} on Thursday. in-
sisling Italy's shock exit from
the European Championships
was not his fault, reports AFP.

"We may have lost but we
are not defeated,” he said defi-
antly as the team prepared to
head back home and face the
wrath of their fans.

"We leave this tournament
o1 top after playing better than
Russia. Germany and the Czech
Republic.

"We played very well and
gave il everything. | believe we
can all hold our heads high,"
he added. '

Sacchi rejected claims that
his constant tampering with
the make-up of the team was
destroying Italy's chances. In-
stead. he said, the interna-
tional team is better than ever.

T believe Italian football is
more refreshing and exciting
than it was but we have not
reaped the rewards of the
seeds we have sown. Here, we
did not get the harvest we de-
served.

'In the past, like in the

@

acchi's

1. Asma-Ul-Hosna
Rifles Public School

— e

2. Nahian

BAF Shaheen School
Dhaka :

stubborn rebuff

World Cup, it was the opposite
where we did not play well but
still reached the final =~ said
the former AC Milan who has
used over 80 players since put
in charge almost [ive years ago.

Sacchi stressed that Gian-
franco Zola's missed penalty
against Germany on Wednesday
night was the decisive moment
but also said his players had
lost their concentration in the
2-1 defeat to the Czechs.

"We were extremely close
to winning against the Ger-
mans but the penalty was cru-

TODAY'S EURO '96
FIXTURES

QUARTERFINALS
England vs Spain
Venue: Wembley
Time: 8:00 pm
France vs Netherlands
Venue: Anfield
Time: 11:30 pm

Note: All times are Bangla-
desh Standard Times.

L

ﬁ. Mithun
Ei ur Bangla High School

WHiZZ KID-42

winners

1. Md Zakiul Islam
Motijheel Gowvt
Sehool

Dhaka
2 Afsana Ahmed Moon

Sher-e-Banglanagar Govt
Girls' High hﬂﬂ]g
Dhaka

Boys' High

3 ' Shareef
Scholastica, Gulshan
Dhaka

cial.

| think we lost Zola after
that — we lost him mentally
but 1 did not want to substitute
him because the teamn as a
whole was playing so well *

Sacchi dismissed talks that
the Italian federation would
get rid of him after the Euro
96 debacle.

‘If my contract was condi-
tioned by the resulis of the Eu-
ropean Championships, |
would not have signed it

"But | have refused a lot of
money in order to stay with
and [ think that is prm? of my
commitment to the national
cause.” said Sacchi who eams
an estimated 75.000 pounds a
year.

Sacchi's destiny is inextri-
cably bound up with the fate of
Antonio Matarrese. the presi-
tlent of the Italian Football
Federation. who is up for re-
election in two months time.

The two are accused by the
Italian press of being in each
others pockets and on Thurs-
day they had nothing but
praise for one another.

"Matarrese is one of the
best directors [ have ever
worked with,” said the Italian
coach.

Klinsmann's
heart goes out

[br Ital
MANCHESTER,

ngland,
June 21: As the shell shocked
italians prepared to fly home
alter their exit from Euro

96. German striker Juergen
Klinsmann admiited the tour-
nament would miss them. re-
poris AFP.

“l think It is a big pity that
italy are now out of the cham-
pionship.® said Klinsmann,
who accepted that Germany
were fortunate to emerge from
Old Trafford with a goalless
draw nst the Italians

That result maintained the
Germans’ position at the top of
Group C and booked a Manch-
ester quarterfinal date with
Croatia.

“They are a team full of
class players and they were
very unlucky nst us but
that's how football is some-
times.

I can't think of another
game where we have been put
under so much pressure. ‘R:t
talians showed us how to play
an effective ng game and
their rhythm and pace were

impressive.”

hﬂitnlr: t’lu:‘:i;dtn come
t the so- ‘Zroup of
dca‘ifhhu put coach gcc?n'l
ob on the line-even though
talian football federation pres-
ident Antonio Matarrese issuec!
a vote of confidence immedi-
ately after the game.

"He's the man for us and, as

as | remaining the Itallan
football federation, Sacchi will
remain also.” said Matarrepe
who may live to regret his dec-
laration when he stands for re-
election later this year '

Sacchi certainly has no In-
tention of falling on his own
sword and he left Old Traflord
insisting that his men did not
deserve Lo go out of the tour-
nament

They would surely have sur-
vived, had Parma playmaker
Gilanfranco Zola not placed his
ninth-minute penalty kick too
close to Andreas e alter
the German keeper had
unceremoniously up-ended
Pierfuigl Casirahgl.

Sacchl refused to discuss
whether Kopke should have
wen dismissed for his misde-
imeanour. but he said def-
nitely: "We were in a p ol
steel: we played well in all
three matches and | believe
that we didn't deserve to be
eliminated because of the
standard of our play.”

Germans going
great guns

AMSTERDAM,. June 21:
Olvimpic champions Germany
tu*rwrd up their opening 6-1
victory over World Cup cham-
pions Pakistan by scoring a 5-1
triumph over Britain in their
second match of the four-na-
tion NCM hockey evenl on
Thursday. reports Reuter.

Germany's win was their
higgest over Britain. the 1988
Olvmpic champions. for 29
yiiars and a big revenge lor

their recent defeat in Germany
by Bntain

It was yet another clinical
display by the Germans who

last week won the pre-Atlagta

tournament at Milton Keynes.
England.

They took the lead in the
third minute. failed to score
arain until the 41st. but then
qguickly added three more
go.ls. helped by some indiffer-
el goalkeeping.

They had five different
scorers. Klaus Michler, Sven
Meinharot. Christian Blunck.
Michael Waldhauser and
Christoph Bechmann.

Britain's reply came from
full back Jon Wyatt on their
third and last comner.

In the final 1 game on
Saturday and. indeed. the final
itself on Sunday the Germans
will come up against the
Netherlands who beat Pakistan
more easily than the 4-3
scoreline suggested.

Leading 4-1 at half-time,
the Dutch went on to record
their fourth win over Pakistan
since they lost to them on
penalties in the World Cup fi-
nal two years ago.

Victory. though, did come
dl a price as their sweeper
back. Erik Jazet, suffered a
groin strain and may now miss
next month's Olympics.

Taco van den Honert put
the Dutch ahead from a 10th
minute penalty corner before
the teams exchanged long
corner goals. Shahbaz Ahmed
junior scoring for Pakistan and

- Stephan Veen for the Dutch.

Pakistan protested strongly
when Marc Delissen added the

third Dutch goal, claiming he
did not get a touch on the ball
in the circle. The protests,

however, were in vain and it
soon became 4-1 as Floris
Bovelander hammered in an-
other corner. ;

The Dutch then gave ex-
tended runs to their substi-
tutes which played into the
hands of the skilful Pakistani
forwards. Rana Mujahid con-
verted a corner for Pakistan
and Shahbaz scored his second
goal just before the end.

1: :I'htl:“ :lnner of the
womern's uIm old i
24th nati at lcutps iga N

Ans. :

2. The girls' singles cham-
pion in the school badminton
‘96 is

Ans:

3. IM Ziaur Rahman has
won the national chess title
Ans: 3 times
* 4. Kafelnikov won the 1996
French Open tennis title by
winnifig the final against
Ans. Stich .

5. West Germany won the
jﬁnlt of their football World Cup
n

Ans: 1954 .
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The first-ever black belt test in the country of the International Karate Organisation f.I.I-(G! was

held at the Mirpur Indoor Stadium vesterday

— Btar photo by Amsur Rahman

Passion takes centre-stage
- _

LONDON. June
2] (Reuter): Eng-
land and Spain.
two of the grea-

m test under-achie-

— vers  in interna-

—

tional soccer, come face to
face at Wembley on Saturday in
what is bound to be an emo-
tional, highly-charged Euroc '96
quarterfinal

Despite the triumphs of

Real Madrid., Barcelona. Man
chester United, Liverpool and
yther Spanish and English
Clubs in European competition
over the last 40 years, their
national teams have in contrast
won just one major title each

Spain were European cham
&nn- in 1964 England were
orid Champilons in 1966
Since then neither country has
won anything.
Now they both appear to
have a realistic chance of end-

TERRY VENABLES
ing that barren spell.
England come

the
match brimming with confi-
dence after their stunning 4-1

into

win over the Netherlands in
their final group mateh on
Tuesday.

Spain enter the fray un-
beaten in 19 malches since
the 1994 World Cup in the

United States, with a will-to-
win secopd to none and an
equally strong sense of team
work as England.

Coaches Terry Venables and
Javier Clemente are also oid
rivals for the mid- 1 980s when
Venables was coach at Barce-
lona and Clemente was in
charge at Espanyol. Barcelona's

serC-ond team

Spanish goalkeeper Andoni
Zubizarreta and Guillermo
Amor. who scored the winner
against Romania in their last
Ej‘rnlp game. played for Barce-

na under Venables and the
English coach admits the
:1‘1-1Irh has special meaning for
im

‘It does give it an extra
flavour but it could hardly be
more exciting anyway, he said
on Thursday

Like Venables, Clemente
has been the target of intense
media criticism at home and
this week was Iinvolved in a
scuffle with a Spanish radio
rrronrl sparking even more
vililication from the Spanish
press.

Venables has also been a
targel for the doubters, but
after England's 2 0 win over
Scotland last Salurday and
Tuesday's destruction of the
Dutch, he comes into the
match riding a wave of popu
larity that could yet held carry
his team all the way Lo viclory
in the final on June 30

But Spain will be neo
wshovers. Ten of their players
1ave already had their names
taken or been sent off. Unlike
Spanish teams of old,
Clemente's side is not afraid of
a scrap and defensively they
will thahl}r not capitulate as
the Dutch did if they fall be-
hind. '

Venables has two
concerns. Centre-back

Injury
ony

Adams is doubtful with in-
flammation of scar tissue on a
troublesome knee and wide
midfielder Darren Anderton.
who has improved with every
game. has a hamstring strain.
Both players missed training
on Thursday

Venabiles will also be with-
out the suspended Paul Ince
lollowing two yellow cards. and
his absence could allow Fer
nando Hierro more freedom to
create in midfield.

David Platt will almost cer-
tainly take over from Ince In
the middle. but Venables will

wait until the last possible
moment before making any
more changes

Clemente, who has no seri-
ous injury worries, could start
with Atletico Madrid's Jose-
Juis Caminero in place of
Real's Jose Amavisea in mid- -
field following twe poor ga

JAVIER CL.LEMENTE

Spain and England have

clashed 16 umes, England
winning 10 times, Spain five,
with one draw.

Spain won their last visit to
Wembley for a friendly in
1981, but have not beaten
England in a competitive ma-
lch since the 1950 World Cup
linals in Brazil.

ind being realistic

LIVERPOOL, June
21: Dutch captain
Danny Blind is at-
lempting to smo-
oth over the rifts
in the Netherl-

@

=

ands camp in the build-up to
his side’s Euro '96 quarterlinal .
against France at Anfield on

Saturday, reports Reuter.

This week's 4,1 defeat by
England has inevitagly been
linked to the absence of mid-
fielder Edgar Davids. sent
home amid accusations coach
Guus Hiddink was favourin
certain players, but Blin
claims the level of discouitent
has been exaggerated.

“They're all rumours.” in-
sisted the 34-year-old de-
fender, a pivotal figure in the
outstanding Ajax side which
has supplied the bulk of the
Dutch squad.

“I've played for many years

with all these guys at Ajax and
there haven't n any prob-
lems at all. Nothing has
changed.”

Blind did concede, how-
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ever. there had been a break-

down in on field communica-

tinns in the second half at

Wembley which contributed to

his side's worst international

defeat for 21 years.

"The worst thing you can
have is a team in two minds,"
said Blind, admitting some
players had ignored instruc-
tions as England took a grip on
the game.

"Normally there’'s no prob-
lem but on Tuesday there was
because some players wanted
to go into attack when they .
should have stayed back.”

Ironiically. Hiddink's hest
way out of trouble is to pick
Patrick Kluivert, one of the
players to have apparently
supported Davids, on the same
pitch where he took Ireland
apart in last December's quali-
fying play-ofl.

- The dutch won 2-0 with
two Kluivert goals crowning a
majestic performance, but

Blind feels the game obscured
the reasons why the Dutch
failed to qualify by the conven-

tional route,

We played one good game
at Anfield and everyone said
Holland were favourites,” re-
called Blind. "The expectations
at home have been very big and
unrealistic.”

Expectations in France
could scarcely be higher, given
their 26-match unbeaten,
record and their effective
progress to the last eight un-
der Aime Jacquet.

"The French are in good
shape.” agreed Blind. "They're
a very good team with a lot of
confidence... 1 see them as one
of the favourites. They're a
complete side,”

No-one in England is in
danger of forgetting the
Wembley scereline, and public
opinion suggests a Dutch re-
vival is about as likely as a
Heatles reunion concert in
neighbouring Stanley Park this
weekend.

“"We have to learn from the
England game, that's the im-
portant thing.” said Blind. "t
will be very difficult, but noth-
ing is impossible.” :
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