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vercoming the aftermath of tornado

One killed 1n
Satkhira

Leprosy-no more a

explosion
SATKHIRA. June 21: A ; bt
From Our Corepndent parseen s | curse for patients
TANGAIL. June 21: Reliel lage was too little in termis of  the volunteers werking in the tims giving medical service for of damaged tin-shed houses another critically injured in a ‘

materials for the tornado- hit
viclims in many villages of the
disirict are yet to reach. Ac-
to reports and wit-
nesses reliel material which
reached a number of people

cording

the demand.

Many victims alleged Lhat
the reliel for the victims was
far too small. Majority of the
victims in the village did not

arcas said.

Man:.rfnth:r victims  said
they have not feceived any
fooxl fpr the last two weéeks.

Meanwhile., a Non Govern-

the patients.

They have sel up a tempo-

rary communily hospital for
150-180

the purpose. About
patients are being treated ev-

were repaired. This corre-
spondent while visiting the ar-
eas of the Mirikpur village wit-
nessed many people were still
secking medical treatment.’
Many of the wounded were

bomb explosion at Kashibati in
Kaliganj thana on Tuesday,
reporis UNB.

Local people said the bomb
suddenly went off when a gang
of armed miscreants going to

From CHT Correspondent

CHANDRAGHONA (Ranga-
mati}. June 21: Some 30,

complexes since last two
decades. Leprosy can effec-

for rehabilitation of the victims  get any reliel. Food for the ment Organisation-Oxfam has "erv day at the camp. hospitalised in the tempora commit dacoity in shrimp |, rted
in the worst hit Mirikpur vil- chikdren is not al all available, . been helping the injured vic- I lj;h‘_ mnmlimI:-.. a nuinber thatched house. e Hfgﬂ“\!;’::'ﬁmﬂ? I;lﬁ:g"l n:ﬁ?lh [:Eﬁllpttg iﬁ?jn?hin:iuzﬂr, tl!:; Ed?«;li}:;gbfh;cm :ﬂ p:t:;t is
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MIRIKPUR (Tangail): Clockwise from top left; a physician from New

Zealand working for the Comm

unity Hospital is helping an old weman re-dressing her

maimed leg in the temporary medical camp last Wednesday. Patients gather at the medical camp beside the temporary erected hospital. Schoel girls and boys

another injured.

The dead was identilied as
Pear Ali, 30. The injured Niru
Sarnawker was admitted to
Kaliganj Thana Health Com-

ot back their normal life at a
eprosy hospital at Chandrag-
hona, a hamlet in Kaptai thana
of Rangamati hill district. -

They have been treated and

on adequate th:rag. he
rapidly Eqbecnmc nomn-

The Chandraghona Leprosy
Centre has 13 in Chit-
tagong Hill' Tracts and Chit-
tagong region, providin

lex. operated upon at the Chan- g pre-
3 Rest of the mimrenhts, dgaghuna uchpros Centre (CLC) “m“:ﬂ{}* ;‘I:ld nutdmr treat-
however, fled the scene. A case | since April, 1985, according to Tg’i‘z o :i ,tleP“ s. A total of
-was filed with Kaliganj police. official sources. de tl'-'al ents Wﬂil't ﬂltl-lt-
About six lakh people have ¢COr treatment in May this

Acid thrown at
college girl

CHANDPUR, Junell: A col-

lege girl received serious burn
injuries when miscreants

been suffering from this deadly
disease in the country and
some 1.5 crore in the world.
According to WHO, Asia has
the lar share with about 62
per cent followed by Africa
with 34 per cent.

year alone.

At present the centre has
more than 2,500 lepers under
its treatment. On an average, it
operates upon 300 patients a

ear and provides them with
ree accommodation, medi-
cine, diet. linen, footware and

threw acid at her in Matlab CLC was set upin 1913 asa cratchs.

thana last week, reports UNB. unit of Chandraghona Christian To fight with leprosy, there
Police said the miscreants | Mission Hospital established in are 10 hospitals in the Enunu'y

waylaid the rickshaw of Selinta | 1908 by the Baptist Mission — three run by the government

Akter, 18, a student of RN

Mahila College, on her way to

cnllege.

The miscreants fled the
scene throwing acid at her.
She was rushed to Matlah

Society at Chandraghona,

kilometres from the port city
of Chittagong. It was modern-
ized and turned into a full-
iil;g%ed leprosy hospital in

and the rest seven by the non-
governmernt o tions,

Of the seven, CLC is the
oldest and biggest hospital,
opened on February 10, 1913
with only one leprosy patient.

‘Thana Health Complex. Lokman All, 45, of Funded by the International
As the news ?md in the | Gaibandha has recovered after Leprosy Mission. it has fm:
area, students thie college | six years of treatment at the

brought out a protest rally in
the town demanding exem-
plary punishment to those re-
sponsible for the incident.

CLC. "I was brought here one
day after the Bangabardhu was
assassinated and [ was released
[rom the hospital a week after
president Zia was killed.”

one paying bed and 62
ng | general

Housed on the foot of a hill
besides the main road in the
locality, the CLC has a hill to
area of 100 acres where small

'l was not accepted by my houses have been built for the
4 Sentenced IO faurnﬂff yiasg | fb:camfh qntg;.:c able '!T-%hahilitatlnn of the patients.
. . suffering from the disease.,” ey are engaged in horticul-
IMPriSONMENt | says Lokman. a shoe maker. a ture and ‘some other tacome
w ¥ . eprosy patient in . He has generating activities to earn

for Vl(}latln g returned to the hospital, got a eir livelihood.
: job there and married a pa- Swe Sau Marma, a recep-
SChOOlglﬂ tient. who has also recovered. tionist at the CLC. was a pa-
‘We are happy with two normal tient of leprosy for eight years.
RAJBARL June 21: Four | kids.” Lokman added. He is now rehabilitated at the

Feople were sentenced to dif-.
erent terms of rigorous im-
prisonment for violating a
school girl in sadar thana on
August 12, reports UNB.

Court sources said Judge
Mohamad Matiur Rahman of
the district Special Tribunal

Jainal Abedin, 31 from Feni
district, who was attacked b
Lthe disease in Kuwait while
serving there, is under treat-
ment in CLC since 1993, He is
improving fast as the disease
was detected at an early stage,
said an attending physician.

centre as his family declined
to accept him after recovery.
As most of the patients are
poor and illiterate, the hospital
authorities are imparting in-
formal education to them with
special emphasis on health ed-
ucation, r

Court - sentenced Dhiran- Rani Chakma, 20 of/ r

dranath Das to 10 years' rigor- | Adrakchhora in achhari, hurlfa% ﬁ}; hsssgénﬁghaggﬂﬁ

ous imprisonment and fined | who was abandoned by her the globe. The countries in

Tk 10.000 in default, to suffer | husband due to the disease. Asia. where leprosy is epi-

one year's morc Rl and many others like her were demic., are India, anmar,
ree other accused of the happy to get "a new life" after Laos and Vietnam. is hi

case — Rabi. Shanta Kumer and
Kamal Chandra Das — were
awarded seven vears rigorous
imprisonment, and fined Tk
5.000 each. in default, to suf-
fer six months more RI.
According to prosecution.
the main accused of the case,
Dhirandranath Das. aided by

The Judge aller examining
Ihe witnesses arfd evidenee

pronounced the judgement on °

treatment at this hospital.
Leprosy is a chronic infec-
Lious disease caused by a bac-
teria called Mycrobacterium
lepras mainly affecting the
skin and the periphery nerves.
Doctors at the hospital told
The Daily Star that although
leprosy is a disabling disease,

It is diagnosable, treatable

and curable,” says Dr Shaila
Mong Chowdhury, the first

endemic area makes the t
Irom the south India to the
end of south-east Asja.
According to available
statistics, the prevalence rate
of Bangladesh in the northern
districts is more than 10 in
1.000 population and in the
south-eastern districts over

bt gt | his three associates kidnapped with early diagnosis and five in every 1,000 people.
& i a girl, a glassg VIl student of proper treatment it is possihle "Do not afraid. 08y is
s L h LE mﬁchnul. on her to cure without any damaging curable.” says Philomena
| .3 ‘ool al gunpoint. | | after-affects.- v Commons;, a British physio-
& B 1€ miscieants then raped ~ Bat, they stggested that’ therapist at the hospital, to ev-
. g8 | the girl at a house of Harin- the patients should be edu- ery leper she takes care of. Be-
oy badha village. cated in the correct use and fore joining the CLC she had
Latter. police recovered the | care of hands, feet, so (hat se- worked for Leeds General In-
i girl from the house and sent rious damage to the part and firmary Hospital in Yourkshire
.J,-. i g0 kv i ’ ; _ e ol . i her to a local hospital for med- troublesome complications and England. '
1 A i AT BN : % R ] B i gy g al . P S ical Lest. deformities can be prevented. - e preventive treatment of

leprosy is yet to be invented.
So, agcurate, diagnosis,
treatment and rendering of

i.w a class out on the verandah of the damaged school building where more than 80 people were killed in the building collapse on the day of the disaster | June 15 country director of Chan- services to the patients are the

rth work in progress to erect a house in the locality. A woman standing infront of her house, recently built using damaged tins. A newly built house, a need of Of the convicts. Dhiran- § draghona Christian Mission essential steps to contain the

the hour. : 2 e oliaton b Mesire] Tal Manik dranath Das and Rabi are ab- Hospital and its unit. CLC. who disease. said, Dr. Chowdhury,
| P y Monirul isiam Manik | sconding. - has been associating with the the Director of CLC. ,

No dev work implemented in Pabna

pourashava since its starting

From Ranesh Maitra

PABNA, June 2] : Over one  Pabna Government Girl's High road g any new supply capaeity the violators, more and more L
lakh fiflty thousand mhabitants School whieh cvonnects witl The hospital road. starting (hite 1o the havec created by people are adopting the same R
of Pabna pourashava have been the main road ol the town moar  lrom thana 1o Lhe general construction of the Farakka method of installing powerful B S
suffering due Lo lack of civic the old bus stand is another hospital. is also In extremely [farrage. i India. nder pumps and hence the poorer
amenities. Neither the elected busy and fimportant road Llr;rnmhlr cemditéon and 1o vround water-level has gone nnes amnd law abiding cltizens
chairman and the commis- Thousands of Arls ﬂud}ung 11! civilised SOCICly can conceive veTl dl"t'}_ﬂ"l’ (Ot ol [ive three are not getting H-ilpphf of watler
sioners nor the officials ap- the satd school pass everyday  of soch a gkt vo <iw b busy dep tubewells were lying com- from time to time.
pointed by the Im{“ﬂ'}'ﬂflﬂlﬂi either by walking or by rick- Al important rousd as pa- pletely damaged oreover An engineer suggests. al
Eovernment can give any exac shaw oreover, thousands of yenis, day i und day out Lthe old pipes are also unser- least ten deep tubewells
idea as to when the situation reopk Rave 1o use this road copme to this only hnipﬂal ol viceable and very much prone should be mstalled with suffi-
would actually improve. of daily marketing in the Baro its kind in this tiny town. o comtamination clent lighting and storage ca-

When contacted. the chair-
man and sone of the leading
commissioners of Pabna

pourashava regarding the lack
of civic amenities admitted

“the problems being faced by
the people but hastened to add
that severe financial constra-
ints cﬂmd by Mfk of their
habit of payment of mun

taxes. lack of m
ding and also due to the faulty
attitude of the government
towards the local government

Bazar. But half of this road
from the girls' high school
point is completely unworthy
of use. rickshaws fall prey to
a« cidents very oflen, pedestri-
ans also cannot walk as the
read remains muddy and un-
der water almost throughout in
year. Despite demands raised
hw all spctions of peopile. Lhe
municipal aulhority do net

take up work to improve the

Except these prominent
three roads, there are many
other internal roads which are
in even worse shape.

All the katcha roads inside
the rashava area should also
be immediately be made pucca.

The water-supply system in
this pourashabha has virtually
cullapsed. Large number of wa
ter-supply connections have
been g@ven but without creat-

The pourashabha authori
ties. although quite aware ol
such fllegal governments nade
by the resourceful people. have
nolt taken any ieg:lll action
against such wiolators of law
they have not even issued any
notice upon such persorns ask
ing them to show cause as Lo
why lawful actions would not
In: taken against Lhem As, no

action is being takeén against -

pacily to solve the primary
problems. The existing age-old
pipes should be replaced by
new ones. he said. Non-stop
supply of electricity is to be
ensured for smogth, supply of
waler. he added.

Drainage system is yet an-
other problem. The drains be-
ing constructed are found to
Serve No purpose.

Inadequate namber of streee-

lights pose another problem in
as much as al [east sixty

bodies. They alleged that they percent areas of the town. In
had little a and had to the remaining 40 per cent
remain completely ndant areas where there are ar-
on the bureaucracy also on rangements for street lights

the ruling party decisions.

I;%. Pgbna pourashava
was raised to the status of a
lirst class pourashabha but
siiwce then there has been no
real improvement with regard
te the fulfillment of the needs
ol the people. The omly -
provement that can be noticed
* s the Lt in increas-
ing the number of the stafl and
creation of new posts in the
office.

. The road communication
network under Pabna “pouras-
habha, is very poor. A [ew
examples will be sufficient tp
prove the problem. The road
from Narikelbagan to the

Nerth Bengal High ways near

the Ananta Cinema Hall via Kal-

Cha a is an extremely
busy road but it has become
completely uniserviceable as

marry holes have appeared all

through the road. At many
aces. cracks developed at

.beenghrcn

very often eleciric wires or
bu are noticed to have been
stolen. Power-supply is ir-
regular. ln many areas the
town, sireet-lights are nol
found to be ‘put on’ till 10 pan.

Very little attention has
towards sanitation.
Most of the latrines are still
katcha. Drive for installation of
sanitary latrines is also mostly
ahsent.

The mmarkets for fish and
veegetables ete are npt sufli
vwentl in number 1o meel the
growing need of the popula-
iton. Moreover the existing
markets need cxpansion and
modernisation. Proper clearihg
arrangements are lacking in
the markets. Corruption in the
tender affairs are widely al
leged. I is further all?edvthll
mastaans generally dominate
this side.

There is not a single chi-
dren s park.: Now any general

. one back but now park i this town where peo-

t:z: t t ; = ple can walk. can sit. gossip
bl I . ot and have fresh air

passers-by and the fes

o after incorpemence.
The road that passes

through the southern corner of

FABNA - Condition of the road from Narikelbagan point to

Kalachandpara.

Ananta Bazar through
— Star photo

#

The authorities are re
guired to prepare a master-
plan for proper development
of the town.

One hundred and fifteen year-old Maleka Begum return after casting her vote on last June

19 repolling day at a centre in Comilla district.

— Star photo by SK Enamul Haq




