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Let BNP set a new standard

| The near midnight news that BNP has decided

to respect the verdict of the people and join the
' sad came as a great relief to all. in
| good grace the election and its outcome — and on
a positive and forward looking note — was what
people hoped for. We commend Khaleda Zia for
not allowing the dictates of the hardliners, most
of whom lost in the polls, to hold sway. All the
world is by now satisfied that this has been a par-
ticularly good election, better even than 91's,
Not all parties have done well but they have all
accepted the results. BNP has not at all done

of mostly Jamaat and others that BNP finds itself
in a position it very pronouncedly dreads. And if a
| party is incapable of seeing itself in the opposi-
tion, great store cannot be set by its protestations
of democracy. BNP's continued barrage of de-
nunciation of the caretaker government and the
Election Commission and of the foreign observers
doesn’'t do the party's reputation any good. It
only isolates the party very gravely.

BNP's obsession with what they feel to be a
defeat and with the theory that this has been a
result of machinations has so far prevented the
party from trying to read the message there is in
the people's verdict. If it appears to be too diffi-
cult and diffused, try to rationalise the defeat of
so0 many ministers and party stalwarts. BNP must
look out for the reasons why so many of its lead-
ers got the boot, while so many others got
elected. There are reasons galore that BNP must
find for itself. for their good as well as the na-
tion's.

Cut this surfeit of self-righteousness. As a first
step in that direction we we are happy that BNP
took the poll results graciously as it did last night.
' Let the BNP set a new standard of what a parlia-
mentary opposition can do for the country and its
people,

Human Rights Record
The Amnesty International (Al) paints a disap-
 pointing picture of Bangladesh in terms of the
country's human rights record. Only last year's
record is enough to put us to shame. Torture in
 jails, death under police custody and extra-judi-
cial execution are a clear sign of a repressive and
undemocratic government. In 1995 the govern-
ment had to its discredit all these excesses
which were not negligible in number. The Al es-
timates that at least a dozen people were Kept in
captivity without any charge or trial for differing
opinions — political or otherwise. Seven deaths in
police custody and the extra-judicial execution of
nine people bore a clear proof that the adminis-
tration was averse to seeing an independent ju-
dicial system at work and its role was not con-
genial to the growth of a civil society.
~ Along with various human rights bodies and or-

sations we had been demanding the abolition
of the SPA. Instead of that demand

eing met we

of the SPA. The country hardly deserved such a
harsh treatment from an elected administration.
Our long history of strug%le for democracy makes
it incumbent on the people in power to abolish all
such black laws and also to bring in transparency
in the governapnce. When an administration re-
sorts to brutal force and manipulation of laws. it
is bound to be secretive.

Apart from this, the influence it thus leaves on
society is of a malevolent kind. It loses the moral
authority to punish criminals and forces inimical
to a peaceful and ﬁrngressive civil soeiety. It is
simply because of this that the unlawful trials of
women by village councils could continue and the
administration could not virtually take a tough
stand against the practice. The Al laments that
violators of human rights wére not brought to
justice and its delegates were not permitted to
visit Bangladesh in July. It is hardly surprising
that the government did so.

Let us hope the new government will take up
the human rights issue on a priority basis and do
away with the SPA and all such black laws as soon
as possible. Administration of justice must not
| only be fair but seen to be fair as well.

Luminous Remembrance

In the long, lighted highway of life, she has:
crossed another milestone. Sufia Kamal is 86. On
Thursday last, the grand old lady who has been
epitomising the luminous consciousness of peo-
ple in this part of the world and, particularly, the
creative psyche of women for a long time,
stepped into the sixth year of her' octogenarian
identity. In the warm assembly of loving, caring
admirers many fond thoughts must have swarmed
her mind. It could not be otherwise. Because until
now it has been a long tale of a life well spent; a
life invested with selfless thought of loving peo-
ple; a life committed to the cause of being always
in the forefront of the march with the torch of
progress.

Imbued with the principle of the very few
women of the subcontinent who broke away from
the social legacy of the unhealthy masculine
assertion at the cost of the feminine spirit, Sufia
Kamal's life lies there as an open book of inspira-
tion and direction for the young generations
awaiting their turn of muliebrity. In this rotten
time of mutilatéd history and the cacophony of
the concert of rationalising the preference of
convenience to conviction, Sufia Kamal remains a
stay against confusion. -

She has always been the most vociferous
champion of the spirit of our War of Liberation.
The other most prominent feature of her life has
been the intellectual crusade against the male
chauvinistic prejudice that has a history of work-
ing against female participation in national devel-
opment. Both these streaks landed her in contro-
versial circumstances with the fouled political re-
ality of Bangladesh tending to undermine her
contribution with a partisan tag. Happily for us,
this adverse reality could not dent her conviction
one bit. i

Sufta Kamal has outgrown the adversities of
time to be a beacon to the women of this country.
| Happy birthday Sufia Kamal, live well and long.

poorly. It is through gains made by AL at the cost

got a tough anti-terrorism law in virtual extension -
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“from JP and JSD to

~ Prime Concerns of the Prime Minister

CCORDING to the st
avatlable cdection resalis.
Bangladesh Awanu Lea-

gue” (AL) clinched a single
inajority in the Parllament
ng 146 seats. Waiting on

the lence. Is also the support
rm
overnunent. This vietory can
termed as a bounce-back by
the. AL which has been
s ing for the last two
decades or m“l;- c;mr to
power. Ruling a the pos-
sibility of ann“}' more political
dusts and horse-trading one
can, Erhp-. salel
that is desti to [orm a
gurnmtm and its leader
Hasina Wazed is poised

for the ministership. We
would like to extend our
heartiest congratulations for
the incumbent. In fact. con-
gratulations are due for all o
those who marked their pres-

in Bangladesh

Once the captainship.
what s d be Sheik
Hasina's - thoughts of the

moment? The only way that
she can survive with political
dignity is to choose a new path
of rul this country. Humbly
we would like to suggest her fo
learn from the mistakes that
successive pgoverninenis in
Bangladesh have made in the
past and. especially of the im-
mediate past. In fact. the mis-
takes by the successive ﬁm’
ernments in Bangladesh have
were pf the same nature, grav:
ity and ramifications.

Let us cite a few examples.
None ol the governments so
far attempted to f{ree the
TV/Radio from the cluiches of
the ruling party. The assump-

conclude

The future PM of Bangladesh, S

Hasina, should give

a serious thought to the kind of student politics that

pervades the highest citadels of learning. The nation awaits her good judgement on this score and expects that

tion was that once given scope
lo speak, the oppos
gain political strength. The
present caretaker government

allowed almost all political par-

lies to have some say on the
TV. How many ol them were
accepted by the recent ver-
dict? We would su
does not repeat the past folly
and thus
to air their respective views.
Since our expectation®is in
consort with AL's election
pledge, there should be no
room for any suspicion. Sec-
ond, no government in the
past apparently have made
earnes{ endeavour to put law

and order under control. A

comparison of the scenario
under a caretaker government
and that of an elected govern-

ment clearly forestalls the lact

that a non-partisan approach
to terrorism and terrorists

could a long way to curb
them We strongly leel that ar
resting Lhe law and order
would become the major and
II'IHTH"IlI.IH‘ 0 e rI wr hl* klp-
cotning PM

To this ellect. she can call
upon all political parties —
within or outside 1 Parlia-

ment — to help her minimise
the rot. In this connection. the
uestion ol the separating ju-
iciary
promised by Sheikh Hasina —
would pave ways for better jus-
tice in the society We ho
that her party would take the
leadd in ushering changes on
thoese lronts
(n the economic front. her

itlonn woulid

that AL
access lo others

from the executive — as

prime concern should be to
venitinue with the ongoing re-
lorm process in Bangladesh
iiere is

ol doubt that Bangladesh econ-

omy needs some overhauling
through structural adjustments

and reforms. The best ap-
preach lowards meeting this

end would be to try to build up
a national consensus on vital
issiies However. the BNP had a
beginning as far as
some nfl the reform measures

moden|

rhaps little shrade

she starts the journey as 'Mrs Clean'.

vesiments in Bangladesh necols

to b evaluated Owur netghbour
g cColntries are experernding
helty growth of foreign in-
vestiments, The reasons [or
which increasing investmenis
tend to flock into those coun
iries are: (i) better incentive
schemes. (i) less regulatory
barriers. (ili] better physical
and social infrastructure; [iii)
presence of a conducive legal
system; and (iv]

transparent government poli-

Beneath the Surface

are concerned. Unfortunately.
the

soon fell flat and the success

recolled in the absence of: (i) a
the main
Hems. (i) a vision as to how io

publjc debate on
proceed with them, (i) a situ-

dlion to accept some itical
costs for #he sake o

country; and (tv) political sta-

bility. It is expected that the
future PM of Bangladesh and
her party would learn from the

fatlure of the past government
and steer the country's econ-
omy keeping pace with the
changing global economy

in this connection. the role

anl foreign and domestic in-

enthusiasm hovering
around such needed changes

wider
economic betterment of 'the
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cies. To attract more foreign
invesiments into the country
there is no other better subsii-

tutes than addressing (he
above issues
iIn its election manifesio

AL made commitment to pro
vide subsidy to the farmers. We
would not like to initiate any
debate on the good and the
bad impacts of such subsidy
Suffice it to say here. perhaps.
that there are more cost-effec-
tive ways 1o helping or
farmers in particular and the
farmers in general. For exam-

ple. provisions for electricity
oo vilbagge comld benetit tanm
ers it that village more than

lew takas of sulwily. Or a
Approach road might

help

credible,

or oulputs. There is an empiri-
cal truth that the farmers in
Bangladesh are not scared of

paying an interest rate of 10 to

|5 per cent for borrowed capi-
tal. Any pro-people govern-
ment ld target to make
agricuitural credit available at
right price and in right time.
it is well known to all of us
that the performance in the
agricultural sector was -
nant over the Availa

empirical evidences show that

non-agricultural sources of in-
come are emerging as the
rime meover of rural house-
income. The future gov-
ernment should develop
strategies and policies keeping
in mind that even land-
households can increase
rarnings from neon
ijes such as fisheries,
and kitchen gardening The
role of NGOs and
in--!r:tutiom in the process of
credit de the deve
ment of lhﬂ:ﬁmm ﬂmﬂiﬂp‘
nol lose attention.

Few words about student
politice We are sure that this
issue would, to an extent. seize
the concern of the future PM
of the country. Over the years.
terrorists hold over stu-
dent politics. No more
brilliant students available to
give it a direction of c .t
is simply in the interest of na-
lional power politics that few
siivlents are groomed to grow
up with guns. The violence
tha! cramps c has its
link with the party in power.

activi-

e
fariners to market their inputs

are -

The fulure PM of Y
Sheikh Hasina. -m

serious thought to the kand of
stuclent that pervades
the h citadels of learn-
NI € nation awaits her
vood judgement on this score
and expects that she starts the
Journey as ‘Mrs Clean’.

The last but not the least is

pervasive corruption —
which roared h;utur dmw
We not
that ﬁmm
ciety wo wither within few
. But it would perhaps not

too much to hope that a war
inst the ‘devils’ is the need
of the hour. In pursuance of
her election pledges. she
should immediately call upon
her partymen. especially the

public representatives. tﬂcrr -
vide statements regardin

their source of income and

other MPs in the parliament to
do the same. We shall further
expect that the corrup-
tion epi in the last fer-
tiliser crisis and also the other
rases are exposed to the public
and necessary arrangements
are afoot to punish the cul-

prits.

it was not the pu of
this note to loadf mu;hmt PM
with a ol pr to
solve. m'qh:tm?a handful of the
issues mentioned have already
been aired by her the

election . Wé would
only hope that, t. the
AL ment learn
from mistakes not of

others but alse of theirs. us
spend more time and create

inore space for changing the
course of our history rather

than sparing them in chewing
histiorical anecdotes.

The Problem of Election Expenses Still Remains Unresolved

by Nurul Kabir

HE remarkably higher

percenlage ol volers

turnout in the June 12
national polls clearly indicales
that our people, il provided
with a peaceful atmosphere.
are keen to actively lparth:i ate
in the process of building
democratic institutions. With
similar enthusiasm shown in
1946, 1954, 1970 and 1991
general elections. the people
of this
over the last-half-century the
same commitment to a dem-
ocralic polity. It is therefore
the politicians, together with

the civil and military bureau- *

cracy, who are to be blamed
for the failures behind the
absence of strong democratic
institutions in our country.

Despite some specific alle-
gations of vote ng and ma-
nipulation of election results in
certain polling centres by
some Polltlcal quarters. the
June |2 polls haye attained
national and international ac-
claim for being 'generally free
and fair'. By our regional
slandard, it is really difficult
for one to reject the elections
as a ri one.

However. the elections
have left the conscious seg-
ments of the society to pon-
der over the rather unlovely
challenge of how to make the
polls free of corruptions. espe-
cially the financial corruptions.

By now it's prubagly an
open secret that a large num-
ber of candidates in the last
polls. especially those belong-
ing to the major political par-
ties, have spent more money
in the polls than permitted
under the particular provision
of the electoral law. There are
speculations., both published
and unpublished, that some
candidates have even spent 10

land have expressed=
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Please stop it
Sir. As a cilizen ol Bangl-
desh T om anxiously observino

inter party alledations

counter allegations 1o ench
other in dilferent forms and
manners on the ground ol re-
cently  completed  general
election which are not at all a
good symptom ol preserving
the democratic culture. There
might be some glitch hap-

pened in the poll but so far it
is clear both nationally and in-
lernationally that the election
was lair and the turnout of vot-
ers in the election was signili-
cantly sizeable.

It is a recopnized norm in
democracy to respect the peo-
ple’s verdict, as pecple are the
only source ol uﬂ power. It is
my request to all parties lo re-

spect people’s opinion and o
engage thenselves in activities
for the prosperity -of the whole

nation. Our economic and so-
cial pusiliulil g much Inore
behind froni actually what we
should deserve, We don't want
any more repetitions ol unrdue
political disturbances in our
daily life. The party which is
going to form the government
and the other which will he
the leader of the opposition
have equal duties and respon-
sibilities to throw out all sorts
of malpractices prevailing in
politics in real sense.

I am hopelul about our fu-
tire demoeracy notwithstand-
e onr readistie limitations,
Sheiiklinl Isleun.

West Agurgaort, Dhicdea

An appeal to HBFC

Sir, The HBFC was set up
by the government to help the
owners of land in the urban ar-
eas to build houses with its
loan with a view to easing the
housing problem in one hand,
and to develop towns and ci-
ties of Bangladesh. on the
other. Many land-owners took
loans from HBFC throughout
the country from its very in-
ception and built houses. The
contribution of HBFC towards
the development of our hous-
ing sector is unparalleled. With
the rapid increase in our u-
lation|, housing problem 1?&—

The system of public scrutiny of the financial statements
legislators' accountability — both political

to 30 times the official ceil-
ing ol Taka three lakh set b

the Election Comumission (EC),
while the political parties have
spent hundreds of crores ol
Taka.

According to the law. each
candidate is legally obliged to
send a stalement on the
source of his or her election
expenses to the Returning Of-
ficer concerned within a week
from the date of withdrawal of
candidature. The contesting
candidates are also obliged to
send a copy of the statement
by registered post to the EC.
"A person is guilty of corrupt
practice punishable with rig-

orous imprisonment for a term

which may extend to seven
years and shall .ael _be less
than two years, and also with
fine," the law further says.
But press s say that
such
2574 candidates including £o
litical leaders like Khaleda Zia.
H M Ershad. Abdus Samad
Azad and Matiur Rahman
Nizami did not reach the EC
unitil June 13 The EC has so
far not taken any effective
sleps to take the defaulters
concerned to task. With the
election over, one can hardly
expect that the losing persons
among the 706 candidates,
who did not submit their
statements within the stipu-

lated time. would come for-
wanrd to do so.

Under the same law. a
contestin candidate or
his/her election agent s

obliged to open a separate ac-
count with a scheduled bank

returns ol 706 out of

for the purpose of making
payrments ol the election ex-
penses, and the election agent
of a returned candidate is
obliged to submit to the Re
turning Officer a statement of
all payments made by him
each day together with all the
bills and receipts within 15
days after the publication of
the name of the returned can-
didate. Along with it. the
agent is obliged to submit a
statement certified by the
scheduled bank concerned
showing the amount de-
posited in and withdrawn from
the account of the candidate.

The candidates' response
LLtht pre-election obligations

ng very poar, it is m-
able that their rupunﬁmt;uthe
post-electoral - obligations
would be poorer. Even if the
MPs submit both their pre-
and post-electoral financial
statements. the EC has no
mechanism of its own to ver-
ily either of the documents —
the statement on the sources
ol election funds. the bank
slalement and other related

papers.

In all mature democracies
of the world the citizens are
legally entitled to scrutinise
the financial statements sent
to the EC by the candidates
concerned. The democracies
of the west also have legal as
well as administrative meeha-
nism for examining the state-
ments. The practice helps
considerably in keeping the
electoral process free from
financial corruptions. The sys-
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conung very acule witlh every
coming day in Bangladesh.

The Chittagang Develop-
ment Authority has set ot
sotne rules tor keeping vacani
spiaces in the front ranging
from eight to eleven feet [rom
the road to avoid congestion
and also to maintain a healthy
eavironment in the city, The
HBFC had a condition of keep
Ing six feel of vacant space
the front ol the plots sclecied
for granting loans lor connnon
passage. Il the ownerjol one
lot measuring 2 or 2= kalhis

as to sacrilice orfe-third
space oul ol his plot to comply
with the above rules, then the
balianee Lind available become
nnnqualilied as CDA does not
pass plans on inadequate land
pace. As lrom July 1995,
HBFC has introduced a new
rile requiring the owner ol a
Mot to keep a vacant space of
cight feet in the front area lor
OO PASSiNe,

II so much vacant space on
all sides are lelt then it doesn't
become economical to build
houses on the remaining land.
This harsh rule of HBFC has
pul many plotowners in Chit-
lagong on a great cdilemma.
They can neither get their
plans approved by DCA nor are
fetting loans from the HBFC
or stated reasons. It may be
mentioned here that many plo-
towners had purchased their
plots with vacant spaees of six
leet in the front for comnion
passages and built bounda
witlls keeping in line with the

HBFC rule, bul the sudden
change ol July 1995 has dis-
ualified many landowners
Irom getting loan from HBFC.

This change is not only against
the state policy but is also
against humanity.

The number of vacant land
for building houses in Chit-
lagong is becoming less and
less every day, Il is very hard
lo spare even one inch of land
in the developed area of the
city as many have built houses

Jkeeping a clearance of six feet

space as per HBFC rules. As
such, the HBFC must change
and revise its rule for devel-
oped areas ol Chittagong and
Dhaka cities where the rate of
return of income from house

_ = —
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rent is very hieh.

However. in the remote ar-
cas where vacant land is avail-
ahile, eight-leet clearance ma
v enlorced. | therelore appe
lo [IBFC authorities to kindly
revise their rule for developed
arcas of Chittagong and Dhaka
eihes so that owners of the va-
vantl residential plots could
avail of the opportunity of loans
being disbursed by HBFC.
Molina Haque
Chittagong Government City
(ollege aned University

Disappointed

_oir. 1 was absolutely disap-
pointed by Mr Mahluz Anam's
dltitude in the BTV pro-
gramme "Sobinaye Jante Chai”
which was lelecast on the 9th
of June, 1996 at 10:30 pm and
in which BNP was the invited
political pariy.. As far as Mr
Anams ¢liestions are con-
cerned, there was nothing ob-
jectionable. For one thing, he
llas got every rigght to ask any
question to any political party.
However, his attitude. tone
and style ol raising questions
were impudent. impatient. ag-
gressive and devoid of mini-
muin courtesy.

Moreover, his journalistic
sense seemed to be blurred
with his emotion, Throughout
the programme, 1 was under
the impression that he must
have personal grucdge against
that party (BNP) due to the
very Tact of his liking of an-
other one. To pul another way,
Mr Anam has compelled me to
question his journalistic in-
tegrity and neutrality which |
was sure of hither to.

Miijib
Kazipara, Mirpur, [Dhaka
Felicitations

Sir, Please allow me (o' offer
felicitations to Begum Khaleda
Zia and her party BNP for se-
curing 116 seats in she just
held parliament election.

It requires great deal of
boldness and bluntness to
confront the nation after five
years of disgraceful misrule in

the history of the sub-conti-
nent. ' ;

Mia Md Alamgir Haider
346/8. Monipuri Para, Dhaka
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im
with the needs of your people
and their opinions. The last
Fmrernment

term of public scrutiny of the
financial statements of the
MPs is an effective way of en
suring the legislators’ account
ability — both political and fi
nancial — o the people.
Meanwhile, a pre poll
comment of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) that H he
had time at his disposal, he
would have sought amendment
to the law relating to the cetl-
ing of Taka three lakh as
election expenditure for each
candidate clearly indicates that
the CEC is unhappy with the
legal provision coencerned. But
what is not clear about the
sltatement is that why the CEC
is willing to change the law: Is
it because the CEC himself is
convinced t(hat Taka three
lakh i1s not adequate enough
for a candidate (o meet elec-
tion expenses these days, or
does he want to incorporate
some f{ool-proof clauses into

the law so that none can
esca the rule, whatever the
cel

pe

11‘&%. is?

atever the case may be,
the EC. if really committed to
make the contesting candi-
dates fulfil both the pre- and
post-electoral obligations, has
to think about further amend-
ment of the law to make sure
that the candidates are com-
pelled to fulfil both their pre-

of the MPs is an effective way of ensuring the
and financial — to the people.

and post-electoral obi lons.
The EC has to have (ts own
mechanism to see whether
the linancial statements of the
candidates are true or false.
Even If the rule relating to
expenditure ceill on the
candidases is effectively im-
plemented, a corruption free

riles includi h
ationalist F;.:lzn! m

Le: have tly printed.
and pasted on walls. many
such posters. Alt none of

its own to
behind such violations of
rules, the EC would never be
in a position to nish the

election would still remain il-

lusive unless the EC legall
imposes a ceiling of dly-
ture on the political ;
> With no such ceiling fﬂr
% parties, are lega
free to pour ~ as mnt.q'l II
they can in the . The

. parties. especially the major
parties, have extensively ex-

loited the
ol

undreds of wholetime ac-
tivists across the country.

There are tions that the
parties have disbursed money
among the electorate of cer-

tain constituencies. They also
printed. in defiance of certain
code of conduct for the parties

and candidates, thousands of

big-size multi-colour posters.
The electoral code of con-
duct barred the ‘contesting
political parties and candi-
dates' from printing multi-
colour posters. But the maijor

law-br al :
l-il‘.:.‘h mm. mmt

of money. which once a

gain
the fund of the political

in question.

H®wever, the problems re-
la to influence of money in

the
solved through

a law transpar

parties. Under such law — it

tions could largely be
e
o

the funds of cou s pnizcal
» = coujd  be termed as political
R part&l e

‘act’ =2 all the political
B:rlleaﬁ the country should

with t EC. and the

r::bliﬁ:d to have reglltrluéag

- should have the legal authority
to audit the funds of the par-
ties on a regular basis, exam-
ine the sources of their funds

and fix for both the cont
candidates and litical
ties a reasonable
election expenses.

On top of all, the EC must
develop a mechanism of its

OWwWIl

to examine the docu-

nents sent to it by the politi-

cal parties and candidates.

OPINION

' )

. Open letter to Sheikh Hasina

Wasim Rahman
mrollered on and treated this

Please accept my heartfelt
congratulations to you, and to
the members of your , for
your momentous victory in the
parliamentary elections held
on June 12th. As you should be
congratulated for your victory
we must also mention that the
democratic. fair and peaceful
election we enjoyed this time
was possible because of the
movement for a neutral go-
vernment that you and the
other opposition parties had
started. Although the pro-
longed political battle has
adversely affected the entire
nation we can now say that
there has been some benefit:
the satisfaction of an election
that has been widely accepted
as an accurate representation
of the
is another step towards demo-
cratic maturity for our rela-
tively infantile state. As the
leader of the next political
party expected to form a
government we do not doubt
your wisdom, but as you step
towards your role as leader of
the nation there are a few
things which we implore you
to I'(I:I:hp in mind.

This election has been a
vital lesson that Bangladeshis
are finally reaching a level of
maturity where they are begi-
nning to exercise their rights
in true democratic manner.
From the poorest person to
the wealthiest industrialist,
the people came out to vote in
numbers unprecedented in
Bangladesh — and the numbers
were accurate this time. This
means that we are concerned
about our country and its
future and we know how to
exercise our verdict. shape our
destiny. It is no longer enough
for our leaders to use money.
muscle, EJ‘W:I' and influence,
the people will bring the party
they think can address the na-
tion's needs and, most im-
portantly — they pow know

they can b down a govern-
ment which doesn’'t work for
the nation!

Knowing this, it is very
amt now to stay in tune

aid no heed to all

hat was said and written agai-

nst their policies. There was a
widespread dissatisfaction and

lack of support yet they stea-

eople's mandate. This

country like their private
dominion. Please do not make
this mistake, keep your thumb
on the vein of opinion and
diagnose our complaints with
justice. Show care where care
is needed. encouragement wh-
en we face despair, and stren-
gth when we go astray.
Tremendous emphasis has
to be given to deve t of
industry, infrastructure and a
good environment for indus-
trialisation. If you form a
government you will have a
very short time to show that
You are sincere. We have ex-
perienced the empty political

claims ol the last gov:rmn}
and the reality of The lack o

developmeni. We were not
fooled! Our country has poten-
tial in becoming a leading
international manufacturing
base but fails because of the
political .instability and lack of
infrastructure. For the past few
years we have seen only a weak
attempt to create cosmetic
changes but no time given to
actually improve our industry
supporting industries and
infrastructure. Most of the
roads and communication out-
side the cities lie in sorry dis-
repair due to lack of attention
fMm the last government. Any
improvement in the li lot
can be credited to the rt of
individual entrepreneurs in
the face of numerous obstacles
created by government policy
and not due to government
encouragement.

In the past we have seen
whichever party forms the
government. it promptly be-
gins to fill their personal co-
fers and vigorously enacts
projects for their self-advan-
cement. It is an open secret in
this country that leaders of the
party in government amasses
wealth in amounts that are
disgustingly high for a country
as poor as Bangladesh We
request you to be wary of this
trap because the Bengali
people might be docile but as
you most certainly know they
are well-inform and bides
their time to teach a lesson. i
you wish to continue in power
and with respect it will
be mnmntml your people

and to ensure th!.'y concentrate

- thinking

on the fate of this country and
its people rather than the size
of their Swiss bank accounts.
Since we have elected you, we
will watch you.

During the past years the
streets have ome increa-
singly insecure® Terrorists and
hijackers now rule the cities
and towns with remarkable
impudence. Businesses and
industries as well as the man
on the road are all victims in
this war. Foreign investors,
who are indispensable to our

country's prosperity, are also
frequ ﬂcﬂnnsul{ to official
mcg uno al extortionn. We are

also faecing serious deteri-
oration in the traffic condition
of the cities as well as
overpopulation and crowding.
These are tall orders to face
but your popularity and your
position will de on how —
and if at all — you tackle these
problems.

The people are giving you
authority as t given the
last government. We saw them
abuse this authority and we
saw politics and manipulation
so blatantly offensive that even
the most peaceful citizen
found it hard to swallow. We
hope your politics will be more
believable, more reasonable,
more benevolent and accep-
table to our sense of decency.
Please do not try to take us for
a ride because are liable to
fall of yourself. It has been

altempted but not successiully.
We are aware now and know

Lhow to take action. The people
are not so willing to have the
wool pulled over their eyes.

]

In conclusion. Ms. Wazed,
we sincerely wish you luck as
you face a most difficult task
ahead. It is a thankless and
tiring job — if you do it well —
and your only reward will be
the salvation of this country.
We also hope that you will get
the cooperation needed from

ur tion and they will

ave the sense to place
the benefit of their people
ahead of everything., and that
they will face the consequ-
ences of theig‘mistakes with
due propriety.” Our country is

par-
ceiling of

in dire need of responsible
from our leaders as-

we f[or ahead to econor ic
arumv‘lﬂcll malunty. .
h optimism and regards.




