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Defacing City's Landscape

by AS M Nurunnabi

Hill boards. hoardings, etc forin part of a
city's landscape. Particularly those which are
festooned with neon lights add to the colour
and charm of city life. 1 has been observed
that the more a city is conuncrcially devel
oped, the greater the number of advertisement
displays on road sides and at npartant places
of the city. Of course. there are sonig cities.
Singapore for instance. where the civic author-
ities do not allow setting up ol any advertise-
ment board at such places which hinders the
view of natural beauily of any logcation at the
background Perhaps taking a cue trom such
examples, the Dhaka City Corporation has
lately takén decision lor removal of all hill
boards and hoardings on that portion of the
road running trom the Shahbagh Avenue to al-
low unhindered view of the Ramna Park and
Suhrawardy Uddyan. situated on each side of
the road.

Now at the end of the general elections
held lately. we are presented with a messy
view of the city landscape. The rules framed n
connection with the conduct ol the elections,
gave clear guidelines about the size and eolour
of election posters to be used by the candi-
dates in eourse of their campaign. In the ab-
sence of any indication as to where such elec-
tion posters should be used. the candidales
and their supporters ran amuck with the

lacement of their posters. As the bill boards,
oardings. sign boards erected by the sides of
City's thoroughfares provided convenient and
readily available supporting spaces for the vari-
ous posters. those advertising structures are
now found to be the worst casualties of such
indiscriminate postering. At some places, il is

seent that the entire spaces ol big advertising
hoards have been plastered with such posters.
folally obliterating the advertisements carried
thereor.

There seems to be no realisalion on the
part of the people who resorted to such ran-
cdom postering that they were doing positive
disservice to the people who put up the adver-
tisenrent hoards,. Its loremost aspect is the [i-
nancial loss caused to the advertisers who. be-
sides paying lease monrey lor Lhe sites. in-
curred considerable erection and painting
costs. The damage thus caused appears to be
tatal in most cases and it does not seem possi-
ble to restore the original condition by just
reinoving the posters. Repainting in almost all
cases seems to be necessary and that means
incurring an additional cost by the advertisers.

Perhaps, in fulure, the acdvertisers Fulttng
up such bill boards and hoardings will press
the authorities concerned to take appropriate
measures to prolect their advertising struc-
tures on roadsides. In this connection, it may
be noted that in the UK placement or pasting
ol postérs or other election papers on bill
boards and hoardings set up by others is an of-
fenice under their munlcipalpiﬂw. If any political
party seeking election in that country desires
to
rial. they need 1o set up their own structures
lor the purpose. Similarly it is lelt that in fu-
lure municipal law in our country should make
it an offence to place posters or olther publicity
materials on bill boards and hoardings sel up
hy other advertising concerns. Such a measure
niay help in maintaining a clean look of the
city.
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JU convocation
likely in Nov

By JU Correspondent

The [irst-ever convocation
of the Jahangirnagar University
(JU) is likely to be held in the
first fortnight November this
year, official sources said.

The university syndicate
took the decision at a meeting
recently.

Earlier the JU authorities
had to revise the date three
times mainly due to country's
political situation.

Preparations includin
printing of the certificates an
the making of the gowns for
the attendants have already
been completed.

The niversit Grants
Commission {UGg] in the
meantime has allocated a spe-
cial grant for this purpose.

The fresh date of the con-
vocation will be announced
SOOI, :
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JU budget

for '96-97
prepared

By JU Correspondent

Jahangirnagar University
[JU) authorities have prepared
a revenue budget of Tk. 15.38
crore, with a deficit of Tk.
86.00 Jakh, for the fiscal 1996-
97, officials said.

University syndicate at a re-
cent meeting suggested the
budget for the approval of the
JU senate. The annual budget
session of the senate will be
held on June 27,

In the proposed budget
revenue income has been
shown as Tk. 14.52 crore
while Tk. 15.38 crore has been
proposed for expenditure.

Of the revenue income, the
University Grants Commission
will give Tk. 14.18 crore
against Tk. 19.00 crore re-
gquested by the university au-
thority while Tk. 1.2 crore will
be collected from the univer-
sity’ s owmn sources.

In the proposed budget Tk.
4.66 crore has been allocated
for educational departments
whilé Tk. 1.56 crore for resi-
dential halls and Tk. 2.44
crore for administrative de-
partments. Education and re-
search sectors are not getting
dequate allocations as seventy
per cent of the total budget is
spent for paying salaries and
other purposes.

Under the Annual Develo-
pment Programme [ADB) of
the fiscal 1996-97. a total of

Tk. 7.83 crore has been
roposed for development
uglget.

The allocations under the
ADP have been proposed for
the installation n?n new tele-
phone exchange, completion
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Anura Bandarnaike, a member of the SAARC election ob
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server team, handing over personal

messages of Sri Lankan Prime Minister Srimavo Bandarnaike to Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina and BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia in city on Thursday.

JUJA concerned

By JU Correspondent

Jahangirnagar University
Journalists' Association (JUJA)
in a press statement Thursday

condemned the misconduct of

a student leader with the JU
correspondent of the daily
Bhorer Kagoj recently.

It was alleged that Asadullah
Asad, the general secretary ol ¢
the JU Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), misbehaved with the JU
correspondent of the vernacu-
lar d Abdullah Al Mohan fol-
lowing the publication of his
report titled "Students anxious
on returning of the JCD local

faction” on .June 17. He also
threatened the correspondent
with dire consequences. .

JUJA urged all concerned
to refrain from such practice
in the future.

Repolling was
peaceful: FEMA

Fair Election Monitoring Al-
liance (FEMA) on Thursday
said that the June 19 repolling
was satisfactory. and that bar-
ring few exceptions, the voting
was open and peaceful. reports
BSS.

"The fact that there were
irregularities in some cases
does not mean the election in
eneral was unfair.” Fakhrud-
in Ahmed, chairperson of
FEMA said in a written state-
ment on repolling at a press
conference at city hotel.

Errata

In our yestercdavs photo
caption published on Page 2.
Fakruddin Ahmed. chairperson

| must run the country

' the fundamentalists. B
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HR body urges next govt
‘to run admn neutrally

Bimigladesh Societv for the

. Enforcement of Human Rights

(BSEHR) yesterday urged the
party which bagged majority
seats in the June 12 election
to run the administration fairly
and neutrally, report BSS.

The BSEHR also appealed

| to the second largest party to

accept the election results and
to go for self-evaluation.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the BSEHR's Bijoyna-
gar office here, ils secretary-
general advocate Sigma Huda
saicd that the party which was
going to form the government
impa-
rtially and without any vindic-
ation.

She said post-election
violent activities were being
reported from various parts o
the country and hence the
majority party must run the
administration without any
retaliation,

The BSEHR secretary-
Fr:ncral also urged the second
argest party to start self-
evaluation for its election
debacle.

Presenting the observations
of the society., Huda said that
the voters had proved themse-
lves to be secular and rejected
EHR.
which observed the June 12
election and the June 19
repolling as an independent

body with the assistance ofy

over 5000 volunteers. said the
retired army officers were not
largely accepted by the people.

e society evaluated that
the intellectuals were proved
to be isolated from the people
and failed to succeed in the

the movement of certain types
of vehicles. Another indiscri-
minate use of black money.

During the observation, she
said, a random survey revealed
that 60 per cent of the voters
stated the election as a
briliant example of fair play,
20 per cent commented as
fairly well and the remaining

20 per cen! described it as
satisfactory.

She said that the women
were extremely enthusiastic
about the electioris.

She observed that the
announcement of election
results from distant and
remote areas at early hours
and the results of Dhaka
metropolis in the very late
hours had given rise to
suspicion in the minds of the

people.

She alleged the returning
officers had failed to issue the
cards to many observers and
even to some leading
journalists. Allegations of vote
rigging has also been reported
from different parts of the
country. she added.

The society suggested
introduction of identity card
for each and every voter,
holding of the national election
at least in three days instead of
one day, stooping the door-to-
door campaign to {ree the
election from the influence of
black money. collection of all
licensed arms at least seven
days before the election.
establishment of mobile courts

|  Wahed said while.
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The Berily Star 3

on monsoonal

rain concludes

The 3-day SAARC seminar
of Monsoonal
Rain" concluded in Dhaka yes-
terday emphasisi on more
frequent exchange of ideas and
technologies among the mem-
ber countries having common
natural calamities, reports
UNB. .

"Probably Bangladesh is the
worst affected country, among
the SAARE countries,” Director
General of Environment ANM
residing
over the closing session of the
seminar at a local hotel.

He said Bangladesh does
not contribute to global
warming and climate change.

but is getting the effect of
these for which the developed
countries are responsible. "We

became victims, but the situa-
tion was created by the devel-
oped countries.”

Quoting statistics of the In-
ternational Panel of Climate
Change (IPCC) of the World
Meteorological Organisation
(WMO). Wahed said USA has
the highest 5.03 per head per
kilogramm emission of Carbon
[ioxide, followed by 4.6 in
Canada, 4.2 in Germany, 4 in
Australia, 0.2 in India and
(.13 in Bangladesh.

Referring to the effect of
sea leve]l rise in Bangladesh,
the Environment Directorate
chief said that only a 1-metre
rise in sea level may lead to 17
lo 17.5 per cent land-loss In
Bangladesh in next 50-100
Yedars.

In the concluding session,
Deputy Director of Bangladesh
Meteorological Department
(BMD) Anwarul Kabir pre-
sented country report on
Bangladesh, Deputy DGM of
Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment Dr MK Guha presented
his country report and
Mandira Rajbahak of Nepal Met
Department the Nepalese
country report.

Country reports were also
presented by Waqar Ahmed of
Pakistan Met Department and
BRSB Basnayake of the Sri
Lankan Met Department.

The session was also ad-
dressed by BMD Director MF
Qayyvum and Deputy Director
(headquarter) Sazedur Rah-

| 11edTl,

- Some 30 weather scientists
and flood experts from five
SAARC countries India,
Nepal. Pakistan, Sri Lanka and
host Bangladesh — participated
in the seminar organised by
Bangladesh Meteorological De-
partment,

Iranian film
on BTV today

The Bangladesh Television
will televise the Iranian film

{ a female residential hall. so- ‘ election. to monitor proper application : :
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A World of Goodness

precious child
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Singapore Airlines offers non-stop flights to Mngapore every dayv except Tuesday From Chaagy Airport. voted the world s best

Singapore Airlines offers inflight service even other airlines talk abowt  SINGAPORE AIRLINES

f

airport. only Singapore Airhines offers 50 weekhy Hights to nine cities in Australasia; direct to Adelnde.

Brishane . Cairns. Darw in, Melbourne. Perth, Svdney. Aucklund and Chnstchurch  And, of course. onh

A great way bo fly

Canll wore Trowed Agenst vor SCVCe Mihsrler Ted 20 "800 ANNNE NN ™ N7 SN Chimageatg Teld 308 %% 928y



