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| Resource Outiook |

The new government will be stalked in its foot-
steps by a sizable resource gap and is almost cer- |
tain to operate on a shoe-string budget for some
time to come. There is an ace in the hole though
as the worst seems to have been left behind in
terms of political uncertainties with a mood of

expectancy for buoyancy setting in by virtue of a
well-mandated government poised to be saddled
in power.

But let's face the facts as they are now. The tax
and non-tax revenue receipts and foreign aid dis-
bursements taking a dip. on top of two elections
having been held within four months of each
other, the government borrowing from the bank-
ing system soared to a record level. It is likely to
cross the 1000-/ crore mark by the end of fiscal
1995-96. The suction effect on the banks' liquid-
ity position brought about by the government
borrowing worsened as political parties and
candidates withdrew money from their deposits
to meet election expenses.

Going further back, imports declined lowering
the customs duties collection. Even the reduced
output from the underperforming manufacturing
sector did not sell well due to low demand
yielding much less VAT and profit tax than
expected. Revenue collection from the low-
ruhning state-owned enterprises also went down.
To add to this resource crunch was the huge
expenditure incurred by the government in
meeting the obligations of the three years'
investment bonds. _

The redeeming features have been a good crop,
and an active service sector but not quite on the
inputs side so far as power and fertiliser supplies
- £0. So, while the growth rate may not have fallen
drastically and inflation can taper owing to a good
harvest, it will be for the new government to
essentially deliver us from the cliff-hanging sit-
uation. Let the public sector utilities operate ef-
fectively and at no loss in the very least while
local initiatives affected by the reform rush are
given solid fiscal, input and marketing supports.

Unabated lending by the government from the
banking system and a severe credit squeeze on
the private sector are a very odd mix. We want a
balance struck there — for an export-led growth.
Simultaneously, the banks must be in a position

to recover the outstanding loans with the help of
the new government.

- BNP as Opposition

Now that the election to all but one parliamen-
tary seat has been completed, the nation is anx-
lously waiting to know the BNP mind. Chairper-
son. of. the second. largest party Begum Khaleda
Zia is likely to give her formal reactions to the »
recently concluded polls through a press confer-
ence, but we still don't know when. A considered
reaction after a thorough analysis of the situation
is always better than a hasty and ill-judged one.
Despite some initial grumbling and complaining
by some of her party colleagues, we hope that her
final official stand on the issue will put at rest any

discordant note. about which she has already
indicated when she said "I am ready to accept

the verdict of the people.”

- The BNP may have some genuine reasons to be
disappointed at the poll results. But in politics
you cannot be too sure to have a swing in your
favour all the time. Reverses are as much the
name of the game as victories. These happen in
all democracies, including the best ones in the
world. What matters is how you accept the ver-
dict of the electorate. The emergence of the BNP
as a very strong opposition is one of the good
{ things to happen this time. People have a lot of
expectation from the BNP.

So the challenge before the party is to come up
to popular expectations of what they want to see
happening after the polls. Its strength will be
vindicated by its responsible role in keeping the
ruling party on track in the Jatiya Sangsad.
Khaleda Zia has proved her leadership in so many
ways — in the street and in power. There is no
reason to think that her role — as the leader of
the opposition — will be of any less importance.
History has given her the onerous task of showing
what an excellent role the opposition can play in
a democracy. We hope the BNP chairperson will
take up the challenge to prove that she and her
party are equal to the task.

Weather Forecast

A three-day SAARC seminar on "Predictability
of Monsoonal Rain and Flooding", being held at a
local hotel, has stressed the need for accurate
weather forecasts. This is a very small expecta-
tion but we know how challenging it can be for us
to fulfil that expectation. Advance science and so-
phisticated equipment have largely been able to
give a fairly accurate forecast about the change in
weather. Yet admittedly, a few phenomena are
still beyond scientific predictability. Tornado is a
case in point. ‘

Now there. are cyclones, storm surges, tropical
rains, droughts, floods, etc. which'can be accu-
rately predicted, thanks to modern scientific in-
ventions. The sad thing, however, is that
countries like qurs more often than not fail to
correctly forecast — and well in time — the
magnitude of danger associated with the natural
calamities. A forecast does not necessarily mean
| that the calamity can be prevented but it should
help disaster preparedness.

In disaster-prone countries like ours, we
should have fore knowledge of the nature of dis-
aster. To have accurate information well in ad-

" vance about the type of natural calamity calls for
installation of sophisticated weather stations. Qur
resources may not permit us to have many of
them. If we try to get information on weather

S,

through regiomal coordination, the job may be
-iprfulto handle. So why net have a regional

stem? :
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Election Debacle of BNP: Causes, Cases and Courses

ATIONAL election. i
any demecratiec  coun
iry. Is an  importanl
even!. Net only {1 is an
indispensable and fortified
rung in the ladder for a na-
ton's gradual ascent to the ul
thmate in democracy. but is
conduct and accep-
all. concerned

the acid test whether all Is
well in the process of the
climb.

The present Bangladesh
election had, likewise passed
off at a cﬂmﬂr]uncthre during
the infancy ol democracy in
Bangladesh. Like a baby, the
democralic experiment calls
lor special care to achieve
success and to nurture it to
maturity. The turnoul of . vot-
ers in the election was un-
precedented. a staggering 73
ﬁ‘r cent ol enlisted voters

is denoles two interesting
aspects ol our national charac-
teristics. Firstly. the people
are delightfully conscious
politically and have proudly
exercised their democratic
right to iranchise. Secondly,
they. constituting the silernt or
less vocal majority of the

N

populace. have proved that
they ‘are not 1o be taken for
granted. specially by
politicians.

Whetlber election has been
fair or not depends upon

whom one s seeking the an
swer from. The Caretaker Gov-
ernment, the Election Com-
mission and the Awami League
have all in unison uPhrld the
falrness and impartiality of the
election. They may have been
right. but all of them evidently
do have a personal stake in
this issue. The bulk of the
other major political parties
have voiced reservations. They

cited cases ol irregularities,
Many ol their candidates have
filed complaints which. il they
do not find redress hom the
Election Comumission may go

to election tribunals which
earler had taken several years
to dispose ol some cases

However. the situation will
becoimme clear soon.
As for the distinguished

foreign observers their slate:
ments generally indicate that
the election Has been free and

Quite a few of the BNP sialwarts fell and fell miserably. More than half of the thirteen-member
Standing Committee, the highest policy making body of the BNP, did not return to the new

y parliament. What caused such a debacle? The BNP needs to search its soul to

. ’ answer this guestion. _

fair. At least. these constitute. to one's mind is a high degree the BNP t was un-
in ng forms and degrees.
the lines ol newspapers
covering their statements.

What the media do not cover,

adequately and appropriately,
are-the qualifications the ob-

servers make in their feﬁm.
signifying the small num of.
pollin centres they visited
and the limited nature and
duration of their inspection

Alter all. out of over 26.000

polling stations. they could
visit unlL_‘a few hundreds,
efl

that too for an hour or
less in each place.
Of course. there were rela-

tively fewer incidents of vio-
lence this time thanks to the
law enforcing agencies and
also 1o the appareni restraint
exercised by some of the par-
Lies concerned. This is quite
impressive 1o the international
(omumunity. But. what hap:
pened inside some of tﬁt
1::~uril1mr;lI booths at different
tirnes during their absence was
quite different from the out-
ward ambience. But the ob-
servers are not in a to
lake c izance of these cases
due to lack of conclusive evi-
dence. It may not also leok
unnatural to subscribe to the
general belief that losers al-
ways complain and they. in
some measure, erode their
credibility even while advanc:
ing genulne cases
The outcome of the elec

Lionn was. naturally. foreseen
differently by different quar.
iers. Many forecast that the
Awami League would have a
thin or even a fat margin over
the BNP. The election results
proved it to be so. Quite a lew
of the BNP stalwarts fell and
lell miiserably More than half
ol the ‘thirteen member Stan-

ding Committee, the highest
policy making body of the
HBNFP. did not return to the
new parliament. What caused
such a debacle? The BNP
needs 1o search ils soul 1o an
swer this question.

The firsf pomt thal occurs

of complacency that was seen
o have crvaded various
levels  of BNP leadership. The
Jatter having wen three elec-
tions carhier felt  almost in-
vincible and rélied unduly on
voters memory for a quite im-
pressive track record of socio-
economic development durin

the | first three 1o four vears o
BNP rule The publicity was
poor articulht Wd< mis
guided and the mnpact was
minimal. In contrast. the
Awami Leagues strategy was
different. It was down to
earth characterised by humil-
ity. and consequently became
more effective. The fact
that sustained s of the
Awami League chief. publicly
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able lo cultivate journalists
well ind to make an inroad in
the vast and influential print
media of the nation Appar
eritly incredible. it represents
a d.smal failure on the part of
the ’NP. Similarly. electronic
medha,. which had traditionally
and. as a rule, favoured the
establishment made an ar;ppa.r-
ent volte face The ree-
man panel BNP television pro-
ﬁ?mm: was at times marred
v inadequate lighting and au-
dio system. The perceptible
twist and turn as well as de-
signed interruptions in an-
nouncing results of the elec-
lion made concerned televi-
sion officials almost partisan.
The caretaker government
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askihg for for lor past
mistakes undmlng pro-
ple to give them a chance to
serve made an ordinary voter
feel ten feet tall. To add bene-
fit ta it. in the precess. Awami
league s negative points. like
past acts of one party rule
nationalisation of industries
and famine as well as untold
sufferings of the people and
colossal loss to the economy
during the non-cooperation
and other movements in re-
cent months, ﬁ washed ofl
considerably. e television
address ol the Awami Lrguc
chiel. drawing upon public
sympathy for someone who
had lost her entire family,
brought to play the human

element Lo its utimost advan-
lage. .

The media was generally
unfavougable to the BNP. Afler
having ruled for full five years.

also eould not entirely esca

the wralh of the BNP.
posting of the eight contro-
versial officials, w had pub

licly expressed solidarity with
the erstwhile opposition's
political movement, as Deputy
Commissioners. was objected
to vehemently Even the BNF's
demand (o divest them of
their role as Returning Offi
rers In the election of a tofal of
an many as 52 constiluencied
was summarily rejecied. de
spite existence of no legal bar
in the matter. Besides, there
was no dearth of capable and
impartial officers to lake their
place and to save the govern
ment an avoidable blemish in
their impartial posture To Yhe
BNF, this unjust rejection of
its demand by the government
and the Election Comunission
was Incomprehensible, testi
Ing to the inertia and weh
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PDB, DESA and

'Akbar the Great'

Sir. There is hardly any
scope for analogy between
Power Development Board and
that of "Akbar the great
Mughal. The former has jts
limitation within its own pe-
riphery. viz., generation of
electricity, its distribution and
use, while the latter, the Akbar
the (Great's name and fame are
still alive in the pages of his-
tory. It is true, he also had
human limitations. In spite of
that Akbar established a vast
Mughal empire covering the
vast stretches of land from
Beluchistan to Burma and on
the other, from Kashmir to
Deccan.

Five hundred vyears have
assed since the days of Akbar,
ut civilisation and culture he

brought forth is still a matter
of pride in history. Not only
did he establish the empire
but he set up it on a SO-
cio-economic footing. He inno-
vated a new machinery for
statecraft by bri in secu-
larism in politics. One wonders
how he banished theocracy
practised in the body politics
in the then India. thus infusing
a new philosophy of life. It is
during Akbar's reign that
Indian sub-continent flour-
ished in art and architecture,
culture and civilisation. A sin-
gle' man’s talent could visualise
and materialise the dream for
the “greatest good of the
greatest number'. But alas! PDB
with its contingent of engi-
neers having so much profi-
ciency in the modern technol-
ogy can't do any progress in its
field. .

They rather choose to pub-
licise, beating of drums, the
unproductive achievement.
They are all praise for 210 MW
Thermal Power Project phase-
1 and phase-Il which are full of
anomalies in technn]n%y and,
unfortunately, without Chinese
technocrats these gantic
projects do not run. Therefore,
the gloom is yet to be over. In
the sultry month of May sub-
scribers became victims of
frequent load-shedding. They
care a fig for the pains of the
people.

Not to speak of the versatile
genius of Akbar the Great
which is currently been dis-
Blaged by BTV and ignored b

DB (through load-s cddlng]‘:

incidentally at a correspon

time, to deprive’ the people,
PDB's load-sheddi 80 in-
volves at the time of national

and international news. Load-
shedding generally starts be-
tween 8B pm and 10 pm so we
cannot watch the national
news bulletins on TV.
Certainly the younger genera-
tion could have gained a lot by
having a glimpse of the glori-
ous history dating back five
hundred s. [ am not aware
of the fact that other places of
metropolitan city of D re-
garding the fixture of load-
shedding, but to our great sur-
se, we the residemts of
impur and around, like
Sh Saheb Bazar and other
adjacent areas have bitter ex-
riences being deprived of
news as well as historic
documentary film on every

1

Sunday due to load-shedding
and DESE ™~ 3

by

Caff not PDB/DESA devise
ways and means for rational
distribution so as to adjust tim-
inﬁ for load-shedding at a time
other than 8 pm to 10 pm
when national and interna-
tional news are not involved
and also will not collide with

the show of movies like 'Akbar
the Great?

Syed Salehuddin Mahmood
21/B, Sheikh Saheb Bazar
Dhalay

Rent of residential
houses in Dhaka
Sir, There is no uniform
norms for fixing up the rent of
residential houses in Dhaka. As
a result, the tenants who live
in the rented houses are
charged with exorbitant rent
in all the areas of Dhaka. The

rent is not determined on the
basis of space and other facili-

ties. Besides, the rent takes an -

upward turn in_ every 2/3

ars. The house becomes old

ut rent goes up like the price
of gold. We know rental value
of old house goes down with
the passage of time as techno-
logical facilities available there
become old and outdated. But
this norm is not being adhered
to here in Dhaka. The landlord
gets gepreciation benefits in
income tax showing his old
house. But the tenants are not
getting the same.

Very often we talk about
rent controller, etc, But these
are outdated things and have
ﬁlt no legal effects whatsoever.

e builders are building up
highrise buildings in every
nook and corner of the city.
Besides, new houses are being
erected everywhere. Even then
the rent of the residential
houses are not going down.
The CE{V Corporation and
Works Ministry should fix up
rent on the basis of space, area
and facilities. There should be

a timetable for enhancement of
rent also.

Mahbubul Haque Choww
153, Lake Circus, Kalabagan,
Dhalea '

"Do not lose heart"

Sir, Some leaders of the
BNP have complained that
there was widespread rigging
in the recently concluded par-
liamentary elections, though
neutral agencies, including a
large and diverse contingent of
foreign observers, have re-
ported that the elections were
on the whole free, fair and ef-
fective in reflecting public
opinion. I believe that the BNP
leaders’' reaction is due to de-
spair rather than genuine sus-
[ﬂciun about the accuracy of
he election results. | would,
however, advise them not to
lose heart, If seen along with
the 1991 elections | think that
the results of the current
elections show that Bangladesh

is gru:lua% into a bi-
party poli l?ulyh:tngm which |

"how mueh we trly

leel is essential for the success
of parliamentary democracy of
the Westminster genre. If my
view 1s correct. then this
would mean that a icant
proportion of the votes cast for
the Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e
Islami will be, so to speak, "up
for grabs” in the next elec-
tons. Thus if the BNP takes a
long term wview of madtters,
then they can bnrﬁlthm vol -
ers into its own d and be
succésdfful in the future; after
all. they trail only by four per
cent of votes cast this time,.
But this will be ible if
instead *of behaving like spoil-
sports they accept the results
with grace and act construc-
tively over the next five years.
They should remember that
the 1996 resuits show that the
Bangladeshi polity has become
matured and has learnt to
choose wisely.

M R Khan
37/A Indira Rd. Dhaka-1215

Paul Harris Fellow
Award to Sheikh

Hasina

Sir. I have seen the rejoin-
der given by Rtn. Iftekharul
Alam., PDG in your esteemed
daily in connection with the
PHUTHE;JTiE Fellow Award given
to Sheikh Hasina Wajed re-
cently in a meeting organised

by Reotary Club of Dhaka
Cosmopolitan.

I fully endorse the views
expressed by Rtn. litekharul
Alam. PDG that any one who
pays a cantrmibuotion ot

USS$1000.00 or equivalent in

. local currencyve to support the

Erngrammts of the Rotary
poundation ol . Rolary
International i1s recognised as a
Paul Harris Fellow. This
amount may also be paid by
anyone in }Vavnur of his/her
desired person. So the con-
tention that PHF Award is give
only to rare personalities is not
true. There are a few hundred
thousand PHFs i the world
including mwore than 500 in

Bangladesh.

Md Sayeeduzzaman
Dﬂgdul_éa Lodge.
Kishoreganj -2300

Exams,

Examﬂa---"q--ur

Sir, Can anyone imagine in
their wildest dreams an exam-
ination lasting for eight long
months? | hope nobody else
has the misfortune of experi-
encing this trauma. No matter
to explain
this delay to the "political tur-
moil” in our country, the fact
remains that the Dhaka
University authorities failed to
complete the examinations
within a reasonable time. Eight
months are quite a time cut off
from our lives. Our Masters
(final) examinatidbn of 1993-94
held in 1995-96, started.on
the 25th of *October 1995 and
finally ended (after three t-

nements) on the.13th of

ay 1996.

Although this was the case
with enly some departments,
the disturbing fact is that the
departments that held Masters
examinations in December
1995, have not yet published
their results, even after five
months. If this is the case, just
im our agony as to
we will our results. Time is

passing by — jobs are hard to

the sup

et— hence our luture seems

k! Isn't it esseritial that we
devise some mechanism so
that no one in the future is
inade to suffer like this? | am
sure many will agree with me
that there is more to life than
examinations and t is about

. time we stand up to such ir-

regularities in our education
Ifyitl.'m.

rarzana Yasmin Mannan
Hovise 27, R 2
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Indian products in

Sir. With the introduction
of free market economy and
the liberalised trade icy, it
seems that Bangladesh has be-
come an Indian market with a
huge inflow of spices. deter-
gent, toiletries etc.. from
India. India has truly benefited
from this policy and by the
year 2000 Bangladesh market
will be fully controlled by
them. The main two powerful
political parties are mudsling-
ing at each other about
Bangladesh being flopded with
Indian goods and scrapping of
the 25-year treaty. Well, one
has to accept that India is a
giant and Bangladesh being a
small, impoverished country
has to depend a lot on India
for many reasons. Even the
World Bank and other interna-
tional linancial institutions are
emphasising on extension of
trade between Bangladesh and
India and maintenance of good
relations with it. Perhaps this
was one of the reasons why
India helped Bangladesh to
gain its independence. ‘

We request the next gov-
ernment to reconsider trade
with India, because Indian
products have quantity but not
quality. '

William D'Rozario
30. Feringhee Bazaar
Chittagong

Women in politics

Sir, One of the most talked-
about candidates in the re-
cently concluded parliamen-
tary elections was Begum
Khaleda Zia's sister Khurshid
Jahan Haqg. Amongst the fac-
tors reported to have worked
in her favour in her successful
bid to be elected f[rom
Dinajpur-3 constituency was
the support given to her the
local branches of certain NGOs.
This occurred despite the
anti-BNP stance, however sub-
tle, some NGOs of the country
generally took during the
elections. The reason hind
t given to Ms Hag
was probably the fact that she
was a woman. We are all aware
of the success of NGOs in the
economic emancipation and
political conscientisation of
women in Bangladesh which
was reflected in the unprece-
dented turnout of female vot-
ers in the 1996 elections.

I feel there is a lesson in
this for onr political parties
They should nominate able
women candidates in greater
numbers in future elections
who, | am sure, will have real-
istic chances to win. Perhaps
then our parliament will be-
COMme more n:g:rc:cntauve of
the people of Bangladesh and
the need to have the 30
ornaments’ that usually adorn
the seats reserved for women
will end.

M R Khan
37/A Indira Rd. Dhaka

Naziual Islam,
are the guardians of civilisa-
tion” says Bertrand Russel. The
leaders of tomorrow depend
upon the
teachers
travesty of trut

there has been a
talents in our schools,

congenial

ness of the authorities con-
cerned and making them
look as if they were partisans
in this case

Some people contend that

participation in the election of

the 15th February sapped wi-
tality and exhausted resources

of many BNP candidates.

race of th: 12th June =
et politienl ahee
hence the debacle.

sition's recent movement.
marked by violence. destruc-
tion and material loss. would
ke to escape a similar situa-
tion at any cost there-
fore decided to vote the
Awami League. lest the hl_'tuticr
repeats its performance -
lowing a defeat.
e most outstand

shortcoming of the BNP in this
election was

nd inept
mistmanagemerit a ine

handling of election I'ELIILt
matters. A commitiee was
foruféd for this purpose
merely a few weeks before the
election. This was both teo
late and too inadequate On
thé other hand, Awami
League's election strategy was
devised over a year ago to be
implemenied down the
stream by organised cadres
even at grassroots fevels
Through well planned meth-

ods and painstaking efiorts
they took actions that paid
good dividends today The

same could not be said about

the BNP

Cdnspite of all these one
st 1ol leel that the BNF was
refected by the prople. In fact,

the BNF having won 116 seats
no far is capable of playing a
respectable and eflective role
in the opposition in what may
be viewed as a gradual evolu-
tion ol a two party system. The
people have simply repri-
manded the BNP in this elerc

tion and warned it to be on
uard against future mistakes.
Suilie people also wanled a

{'haug::;:gy lor the sake of a
change lor giving a chance
o one who has been out eof

power for los =
Elec loday is an
art that has to he developed
with systemalic plan
throueh a duly  consirne
organisalional  stresciure |
qualified and knﬂw]cdﬂga.bz-
persoinnel. Specific duties and
responsibilities need to be al-
located to persons best suited
for the purpose. Required
facilities muslt be made
available. Advisors should be
asked to share knowledge
frequently and to freely gi
their opinion in matters

are regarded as experis.
Perpetual -dependence on a
fixed coterie of people for
bestowing advice haphazardly
must be shunned.

The Awami League chief's
statemert  in favour of [future
government's rile by consulta-
tions and consensus instead of
being goaded by a sense ol re-
venge. i pursued in letter and
sparit, would be welcome. On
the other hand, if the new
gﬂvrmm;t resorts to the
practice witch-hunting_ its
popularity will plummet in
no time The opposition will
then have greater incentive to
take the political movement
out in the street. This would
hinder the democratic process
and must he guarded against.

“inally. a penny for one's
thoughts. The thougint. to pon-
der about has been prompted
by a sense ol pragmatism.
Since most of the major
political parties would find.
themseives restless to remain
in parliament and the role
of ition for the full term
of years. it would be

t to devise a method
to redress the situation to the
satisfaction of both the govern-
ment and the opposition. |
should assume that. as in many
countries. il the life span of
our parfament is curtailed to
four years instead of existing
five. it would be beneficial 1o
all. The opposition will then
have to wailt Jor one year less
o Lax its  patience and the
%vrrnmrnt will secure peace
t

ve

way of ollicial coeperation of

¢ opposition within the
pariament during its full
lenure, The democratic
process will then continue
unabated. Would it be (oo
much to expect of the new
parliameni?

OPINION

Election '96: Keep Up
the Spirit

Prof Abul Kalam Elias

*There has deavnied e
bbue ity "

Boys and qirls. think, will
you let o shp coay?

— Thomas Carlyle

We. the people of Bangla-
desh are a forgetiul nation,
Who does not know that those
who do not take lesson from
history. are thrown to the
dustbin ol history?

The spirit ol the Language
Movemenlt ol 1952 was utilised
through Liberation movement
that ultimately led to the cre-
ation ol 1ndependent Bangla-
desh in 1971, But we have not
only failed but miserably tailed

lo make good use ol the spirit -

of the Liberation, War a
revolutionary spirit that gen-
erated unprecedented patrio-
lism and inspiration among
the young generation of the
time.

The sad state-of-things is
that our elite, elders, intellec-
tuals and political leaders vir-
tually could not rise to the oc-
casjon. [t is an irony of fate
that our countrymen fell eas

victims to,misrule, and mal- .

practices. Intellectual and
moral bankrupicy overtook the
whole nation lor more than
two decades.

Black money holders. tor
who have [lourished at the ex-
pense of have-nots by'a system
which is so0 vicious. are to all
intents and purposes. are
blacksheeps of the race. Their
misdeeds and self-aggrandis-
ement speak volumes for the
downfall and degradation of
the country even to this day.

"Adversity does not come
alone. when it comes, it coines
in hordes.” wrote Shakespeare,

Majority of our people live
below the poverty line. The
bulk ol our population are
droping in darkness of igno-
rance. Like other progressive
countries that took up the
programme ol each one teach
one or ‘each ol the men teach
ten'. we could not adopt effec-
tive means to eradicate illiter-
acy from the country root and
branch. Democracy without lit-

eracy is nothing but hypocrisy.

‘Decline of character indi-
cates the decline of a nation’.
Our crisis is actually a leader-
ship crisis. Where are Lhe

worthy torch bearers — a com-

teiit husbandman, an eligible
readmaster. o veleran princi
pal. head ol thie lamily. head-
man of the village. leader of
the society — who can lead us
to get rid of all trials and tribu-
lations. storm and stress of
life?

First deserve, then desire:
first and foremost reectify vour-

self. then rectily others. A
blind man cannot show path to
othirs. savs rebel poet Karzi

and "Teachers

roper selection of

today. It is not a
¥| that today

slaughter of
colleges

and universities for lack of
academic atmo-
sphere.

if we want to regain our

The parliamentary of
June 12, 1996, ac as an
eye-opener Lo us all. Credit

goes to the caretaker -fvu'n-
ment for creating such con-
sciousness
among th:ir rank and file. This
spirit and inspiration El:ncmg
the teeming millions can wor
wornider, if properly kept ap in
the nick of time.

that nothing is impossible to
hunmn endeavour.
caretaker government that has
pointed its guiding fi
the path of
tice and fair-play. At a time,
when danger of every

tion lurked on the. horizon,
corruption of all kinds
supreme in all walks
frustration and despon
overtook the whole nation, the

Wortous past and tradition, we:
have 1o work in downrigiw,
earnest lor the betterment of
comimon lot. We have to start
everything from the grassroots.
There is no royal road te suc-
cess. '‘Alertness is the mother
of security . 'Eternal
is the price of liberty.

vigilance

and awareness

It has become crystal clear
It is this

er to

peace, jus-

of ilft.

lorward as the saviour, as it

caretaker government came ]

were, girded its loincloth. took
the time by the forelock. ush-
ered din a
sciousness amd new vista of
light and hope. -

goons and hooligans, mastans
alrd musclemen, extortionists
and terrorists. hijackers and
looters, scoundr
doers. who got u
raised their ugly
rather fallen on evil days, to-
day. The role of the caretaker
government within a very brief
span of time has been widel
acclaimed by all — at home
abroad. Even its per
has been demanded from some
(JUATters.

seek.
this time proved good Samari-
tan and rendered yeoman's 1'
service to the whole nation. We
feel thankful and grateful to
the caretaker government for
its momentous role. We know
that:

concdition arise;

the honour lies.”

that in an independ

the ballot is more valuable and
poewerful than the bullet. It is
the caretaker government that
enkindled sparks of
the breasts of myri
down-trodden and deprived

spirit and sense of security
among the benighted travellers
at the critical juncture of his-

tory
W_P‘ﬂ_f-"m"““. |

make the most of this spirit
and to make (he best of this

to the day
sciousness
and pave the way for everiast-
ing

-

new era of con-

It is an undeniable fact that

s and ::rilh
f;erhand
g eads, have

tuation

reason'is not far to
Caretaker government

The

"Honour and shame from no

Act well your part. there all

It is an accomplished fact
ent country |

in

ads of

ple by arousing democratic I

"Old order changeth. yield:

It is incumbent on us to

unity. We look forward
en a con-
dawn upon us

, progress and pros-

o



