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By Staff Correspondent

seats in the Fifth Parliament is

in third position with 31 seats

Lhis time,

Jamaat-e-Islaini which had
20 seats in the Fifth Parlia-
ment has only three seats now,

Yesterday's repolling in
some centres of the 26 con-
stituencies completed the
election to 299 seats oul of the
300 in the Jatiya Sangsad.
Result of one constituency,
Comilla-3 was not announced
as polling was postponed in
one cenire of Muradnagar
thana due to violence. Repo-
lling was. however, completed
in 9 centres. The EC anno-
unced that fresh polling will be
held in the lone centre next
Saturday. The JP candidate
was leading in the Comilla-3

@The Ba

AL set to form govt

constituency.

In yesterday's re-polling,
the Awami League bagged 1
seats, the BNP 12, and the
Jatiya Party 2 seats,

Prior to the repolling, the
BNP was leading in 13 of the
27 constituencies. the Awami
League in 11, JP in 1 and the
Jamaat in 1.

However. in yesterday's re-

olling. Jamaat which was
cading in one constituency
lost it to Awami League. Awami
League also got another seat in
which BNP was leading. The
Jatiya Party also snatched a
seat, Barisal 2. from BNP in
which the later was leading.

A gazette notification on
June 16 officially declared 273

See Page 12 Col 2
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By Nazmul Ashraf

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Parly (BNP) tasted its first-
ever electoral defeat in the
parliamentary election this
time.

With the announcement of
uneilicial results of renolling in
26 constituencies yesterday.
BNF bagged 116 seats against
146 secured by the Awami
League (AL).

Nevertheless, BNP is going
to be the largest ever Opposi-
tion party in the 300-seat par-
liament.

The June election has also

| brought in some new political

issues for the Farty and its
eda Zia.

The BNP will face its politi-
cal rivals — the AL in the Trea-
sury berreh and the Jatiﬁa Party
in the Opposition bench. Once
an ally. the Jamaat-e-Islami.
which had supported it a form-
ing the government after the
1991 polls, will also sit with
the BNP in the Opposition
bench with only three seats.

For Begum Zia, it will be a

new experience (o play the
role of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament with many
of the front-ranking party
leaders not in the House be-
cause they lost in the election.

Moreover, the BNP will find
the least number of political
parties in the parliament — the
JP. the Jamaat-e-Islami, the
JSD {Rab) and the Islami Oikya

Jote (I0J) - having a total of
strength of 36 members,
The lis also showed the

BNP's declining strength in
the parliament since the party
came into being 18 years ago.
The ﬁarty had 207 lawmak-
ers in the parliament in 1979
election and 140 in the 1991
election which came down to.

|
|
|
|_

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 5.00

majority for
second time

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League (AL) has
emerged as a majority party in
the country's 7t Jatiya
Sangsad securing 146 out of
300 seats. This is for the sec-
ond time since the country's
independence in 1971 that
the party has bagged majority
ol the JS seats.

In the first parliamenta
»olls held in 1973. the ArLy
sagged 293 out of 300 seats of
the Jatiya Sangsad.

Inn the second

par]lamcms::z
elections held in 1979, the 4

secured 39 seats. The BNP.

- floated by Ziaur Rahman while

116 in the just-concluded |
polls.
Since its inception on

September 1, 1978, the BNP
won all the previous national
elections it contested — the
parliamentary polls in 1979
and 1991 and the presidential

See Page 12 col 8
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a society in
Transition
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Ahmad and Nilufar Banu
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Awami League is sel to form
Lthe next pgovernment after
FOCI.'S having emerged as the largest
party. with Sheikh Hasina as
the next Prime Minister.
Profile: H D Deve Clinching another 12 seats
Gowda: Earthy i yesterday’s re-polling and
S the only independent candi-
sophisticate date already joining it. Awami
Pageﬁ LEEFUE'E sirength in the next
Parliament has risen to 147
seats. With the unconditional
- support already extended by
Intemuo[l‘al Jatiya Party which secured 31
scats in the polls, the AL is
poised to stage a comeback to
Nmnyahu tal‘(es mr 23 power after long 21 years.
as new Israeli prime Bangladesh Nationalist Party
minister (BNP} which ruled for the last
five years secured second posi-
: "y tion with 116 seats.
Le?:ld d:mq’es ]?:}Ljh- Jatiya Party which got 35
situation wi
Communists
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| RMG manufacturers
endeavouring to make
good losses
CPI-M, trade unions
blast Gowda govt for

austerity drive
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vote at Binga Government

Schéol centre in Debidwar thana during repolhing
yesterday while many others wait in a long queue
— Star pheto by Sk Enamul Huqg
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Hasina praises 'courageo
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MPs-elect take oath
tomorrow, Sunday

The newly elected mem-
bers of parliament will be

| sworn in tomorrow and Sunday

at 4.30 pm at Sangsad Bhaban,

said an official announcement

vesterday, reports UNB.
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali

| will administer the oath in the

committee room No-1 at the
east block of Sangsad Bhaban

at 4.30 pm on both days.

The Parliament Secretariat
is sending letters to the MPs-
elect inviting them for the
swearing-in which would in-
stall them as lawmakers. The

duplicates of the letters will be

kept in the reception security
room adjacent (o the Parlia-

Repolling 1n
Comilla-3
June 22

will be held in

| Brahma nchapitala Prim

School centre in Comilla-
constituency on June 22 fol-
lowing suspension of polling
there. reports BSS.

The Election Commission
yeslerday suspended re-polling
in that centre following re-
ports of various irregylarities

The Brahmanchapitala Pri-
mary School centre has a total
of 3451 votes

According te the latest
cournting. Jativa P nominee
Kazi Shah Mufazzal Hussain
Kaikobad polled 52901 votes
while his nearest rival from
the Bangladesh Awami League
Yusul Haroon Abdullah pna#cd

' 49,993 voles and Barrister

Raligul
47 716, .

The Electton Commission,
which announced the unofficial
results of 299 seatls so far with
the lone ex lon of Comilla-
3. said last night. that pollin
in that centre would be hel
irom 8 am to 4 pm without any
break on June 22

Islam of the BNP

ment Bhaban.
The MPs-elect also can col-
lect their invitation letters

from there before swearing-in
and thus join the ceremony on
time. the announcement said.

Those who have been
elected from more than one
seats have been asked to sub-
mit a signed declaration to the
Election Commission stating
which one he/she wants to
represent, Otherwise., the MP
concerned will not be allowed
lu take the oath ol office.

The Election Commission.
however, said no audience or
guests would be allowed to at-
tend the swearing-in cere-
mony for lack of accommoda- |
tion in the committee room. |

The MPs-elect have been
requested to bring an identity |
card from the concerned
Returning Officer ‘or their re-
spective party leaders to col-
lect the invitation letlers from

-Shee pafllaanint” Lo~
- s Soe Page 12 col 6

Khaleda to give
reaction thru'

. press confce

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will give her for-
mal reaction to the June 12
parliamentary election soon
through a press conference,
said a party spokesman last
night

The date for the planned |
press conference was not de-
cided until last night. the
spokesman. Emran Saleh
Prince. told the journalists at
the party's Kakrail election of- |
fice.

On June 14 Begum Zia had
told a press conference that
she would comment on the
election on completion ol the
clectoral process.

us' role of lawyers

Habibur Rahman attended his |
secrefarial office yesterday
morning. Cabinet Secretary M
Ayubur Rahman. Home Secre

tary Syed Rezaul Havat info

mation

Secretary Kan Ragusi-
'mmn hrm and Cultural
et Mokhlesu;

Rahman mll-ndﬂ{n the Chiel
Adviser. reporis UNB. |

Awami League chiefl Sheikh
Hasina said yesterday that con-
spiracy was still going on to
foil the mandate given by the
people in the June 12 parlia-
ertary elections.

Hasina was speaking at a

athering of lawyers at the
cie Lowurt Bar Associalon
:ﬁ. She unlftl'u:'e o meret
members o legal :
fessiom and thank thth.I.':r
| their “cowrageous role in the

last democratic movement "
collecting tolls |

Ballot is more powerful
By DU Correspondent

than bullet and we want to en-

sure it once for all that power

will be transierred through

ballot not bullet. ” she said.

Pelice arresied three per

sons from the Palashi marke:

mear the Zahurul Haq Hall of |

Dhaka University vesterday

|
|

By SC Correspondent

launch the movement for elee
tion under a non-party care-
taker governmerit. The people
thus got the opportunity to ex
ercise their franchise in a free
fair and peaceful atmosphere
and gave their mandale in
favour of the Awanu League
she added

The AL chief reiterated that
her party stood for separation
of the judiciary from eNEC -
utive branch of government for
the sake of justice and rule of
law

She also called upon the
lawyers to help prepare a
'&;rfcﬂ bill for separation of
the judiciary from the execu-
tive and mentipned that she
had already discussed this is-
sue twice with the World Bank

'Help prepare bill to free
Judiciary from executive'

executlves who assured her of
gﬂﬂtnl financial assistance
this.

But she noted, this will
need amendment to the
Constitution for which they do
not have two-third majority in
parlilament even if the support
of JP is taken inte considera-
tion parliament.

‘I hope BNP will also sup-
port this bill." she said.

Hasina also assured that if
her partwﬁ forms government,
judges will be ted not in
consideration Y interest,
but on ihe basis of merit and
efficiency

Quoting Article 7 of the
Constitution Hasina said that
people are the source of all

See Page 12 col 6

The courageous role of the
on charge of collect-

 lawyers, Hasina said, had
greatly imspired her party to
ing tolls. The arrested are one
Gopal, Tuhin. ral secre-
tary of the : Chhatra
League, Mohsin Hall unit and
another unidentified person,
sources said.
A revolver was also

recow-
ered from the |

poessession ol

§i

ARAIHAJAR (Naravanganj).

June 19: in six
Some 460 telephone lines ﬂingncntruurﬂcrthtﬂnegj
under Nilkhet Exchange have yanganj-2 constituency
gone out of order as two pri- | [Arathajar thana) was heid 1o
:yﬂ-mnﬂa{ﬂdm;r ' day in a free. fair and peaceful
development works Al manner amid light security
catel and Dhaka WAE.A,IJY The | measures.

Abowt B0 per cemt of

whlg‘m of the 17.272 voters cast their votes
two cables and they | according to polling officers in
expected that the telephone | the six centres

services would be restored by | Polling in the ecentres were
hﬁrl.lﬂnmm tponed due to acts of vio-
yesterday. reports UNB. | ' during the June 12 par-

_

A day-long visit to N'ganj-2
Polling held peacefully
with 80pe votes cast

From Ehsanul Haque )

election

The six centres, where re-
polling were held today were:
Maruadi Government Primary
School. Satgram Government
Prisnary School, Bajbee Gov-
ermment Primary Schoeel,

Gazipura Governmenis Pri
. Jalakandi Gove rnnu-nm.r{
School and Bishnandi

Governmernt Primary School

In each centre. a combined
team [0 ‘army personnel |5
BDR men. 25 policemen and

e Page |2 Col |

Saifur alleges
vote rigging

in Sylhet-1
From Staff Correspondent.

SYLHET, June 19 Former

finance minister and BNP
nominee for the Sylhet-]
constituency

(Companygany
and Sadar thana) n gllfur
Rahman alle large scale

rigging in today's repolling at
the C j Government
Primary Sec I centre and
demanded re-election at the
centre.

He also demanded re-
counting of votes of all the
centres of Companyganj thana.

Addressing a hurriedly
called press conference at a
local hotel, Saifilr Rahman al-
leged that Awami League

See Page 12 Col 2
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Unofficial results of
26 constituencies

Following is the Election
Commission’s unofficial result
of 26 parliamentary con-
stituencies after repolling yes-
terday, reports LINB.

Polling in 122 centres of 27
constituencies was postponed
following violence in the June
12 general election across the
country.

Result of one constituency
(Comilla-3) was withheld yes-
terday after polling was
stopped following the snatch-
ing of a ballot box from Brah-
man Chapirtala centre. Re-
polling will be held at the

' centre on Saturday (June 22).

Hasibur

. Sirajganj-7:
of BNP

Rahman Swapan

' (54,018 votes)] won. nearest
rival Dr Mazharul Islam of AL

(52 801}

2. Patuakhali-2: ASM Firoz
won,
nearest rival M Shahidul Alam
Talukdar of BNP (45.903).
~3."Barisal-2. Golam Faruq
Ovee of JP 88,556 votes) womn,
nearest rival Syed Moazzem
Hossain Alal of BNP (31.840).

4. Jamalpur-2: Haji Rashed
Mosharral of AL (41,816 votes)

Party position

the 299 | seats
e parliamen
declared so far by l:ht:geeﬁnn
Commission last night.
Awami League 146
BNP lllﬂ
Jativa Party 3
. Jamaat 3
JSD (Rab) 1
J 1
Ind =1
Total —_— 21
The repolling at man
Chapirtala centre of Comilla-3
)} constituency was
postponed, following the
" snatching of a ballot box by
miscreants. o
Repolling held again at
the centre on Saturday (June 22).

won, nearest rival Muhammacl
Sultan Mahmud Babu of BNP
(36.344).

5. Narsingdi-4: Lt Gen (Rtd)
Noor Uddin Khan of AL
(78,721 votes) won, nearest
rival Sardar Sakhawat Hossain
Bakul of BNP (77.620),

6. Narayanganj-2: Emdadul
Haq Bhuiyan of AL (58.947
voles) won, nearest rival Ataur
Rahman Khan of BNP (58 388).

7. Faridpur-2: K M Obaiclur
Rahman of BNF [55.115 votes)

won, nearest rival Syeda Sajeda |

Chowdhury of AL (54.570).

8. Sylhet-1: Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury of AL
(59,710 votes) won. nearest
rival M Saifur Rahman of BNP
(58.990).

9. Sylhet-3: Abdul Mukit
Khan of JP (26,659 voles)
won. nearest rival Mahmudus
Samad Chowdhury of AL
(26.168). Shafiuddin Ahmed
Chawd of BNP (25,954).

10. Sylhet-4: M Saiful Ral:-

man of BNP (23.946 votes).

wotl, nearest rival
Ahmed of AL (22.725)

11. Sylhet-5: Hafiz Ahmad
Majumder of AL (29,483 votes)
won. nearest rival Muhaminad
Fariduddin Chowdhury of JI
(28.120).

12. Brahmanbaria-3: Harnin-
al-Rashid of BNP (77.200
votes) won. nearest rival Lutfal
Hai Sachchu ol AL [72.494):

13, Conulla-2: Dr Khan-
daker Mosharral Hossain ol
BNP (69,175 votes) won, near-
est rival Hasan Jamil Sattar ol
JP (64.461).

14. Comilla-3: (Resull with-
held subject to repolling in
one centre on Saturday) - Kazi
Shah Molazzal Hossain
(Kaikobad) of JP was leading
with 52.901 votes, followed by
Yusuf Abdullah Harun of AL
(49.993) and M Rafiqul Islam
Mia ol BNP (47.716).

15. Comilla-4: Alhaj Engr
Manjurul Ahsan Munshi of BNP

See Page 12 Col |
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' leaders of different

in power in a presidential form
of government, bagged 207
seals. ,

In the third parliamen

| elections held in 1986, the AL

ot 76 seats. The Jatiya Party
JP), set u by former
President HM Ershad. bagged
153 seats. The BNP baycotted
the elections. b
- In the fourth parliamentary
See Page 12 Col 4

Arafat arrives
in city today

Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat arrives here today
lor a short visit to Bangladesh,
concluding his trip to China,
reports UNB.

Chief Adviser Muhammad

' Habibur Rahman will receive

the Palestinian leader at the
Zia Intermational Airport. The
special plane carrying Arafat is
due at the airporl at about 7
pi,

The airport ceremony over,
Arafat will straight go to the
Bangabhaban to call on Presi-

| dent Abxdur Rahman Biswas.

During his overnight stay in
the State Guest House Padma,
political

i parties will call on the Pales-

- mar

tinian President.
He 1s expected to leave
Dhaka at 5 pin on Friday.
Aralat made an hour-long
stopover at the Zia Interna-
tional Airport on Monday on
his wav to China.

BNP _press briefi—ng
Solarz's.remarks
detrimental to
nat'l integrity'

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Parly yesterday termed the
post-poll remarks of National
Democratic Institution (NDI)
leader former US Congress-
Stephen Solarz as
unfortunate; biased. detri-
mental to national integrity,
conununal harmony and soctal
peace. reports BSS.

Brieling newsmen at BNP

| Kakrail election office. BNP

leader Anwar Zahid said the

- observation of the NDI was net
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Ohiof Blaction Comniisiones

CEC visits six
polling centres

The Chiel Election Com-
missioner, Mphammad Abu
‘Hena. yestefday ﬂlllilim six
polling centres- at | an
ggd Laksham. under (gl‘hﬂa
district . and at Pnu_vl.:dnd
Rauzan under Chittagong dis-
irict Lo see the progress g the

& P

repolling there, report
. by the Elec.

tion Commisgioner, Abidur
Rabhman, the Chief Election
Commissioner visited the I1-

Mot i School centre
J umg%muﬂ'z. Uttarda High

Schopl centre and Nawab
Faizunnesa College centre un-
der Comilla-10, in Gob-

indakhil Prisnary School cen-
tfv wuder Chittagong 11 and
Suresh Biddyatan centre and

| Jee Page 12 Col 3
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Mohammad Abu
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. H vili
polling centre in Comilla-2 constituency during repolling yesterday.®
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Long queues of voters
in Comilla-8, 9 & 10

By Reaz Ahmad and Masud Arif, back from Comilla

Amidst tight security, vet-
ers exerci their franchise

in A vety peaceful and orderly
manper during

s Me-

::m(m three constituencies
: district.

Comilla-8, 9 and 10. the

constituencies visited by these
corres dents extensively
were three among the nine in
the district where re-polli

held yesterday. Casting
::;ubagmnlmmdﬂuhd

A 'il;:u.

-election was held in
122 polling centres in 27 con-
stituencies under 13 districts
where eclections were post-

poned for varfous reasons dur-
ing the June 12 parliamentary
clections,

While visiting some polling
centrea in the three con-
stituencies, The Dally Star
team found voters standing in
long queues, walting to cast
voles

The Election Commission
ensured tight security at every
e

: and r

Although the day, army ve-
hicles were seen patrolling the
highways and roads in the ar
1Y

Sce Page 12 Col 4

. ership and.
" question of extending su

. tomorrow for 1t

‘neutral’ and the 'certificate”
given by him that the June 12
polls were “completely free
and fair" was "unfortunate *
Zahid said the BNP and its

| chairperson Begum Khaleda

Zia had fArm faith in democ-
racy antd democratic process
and they always tried to uphald
the Constitution and constitiy-

See Page 12 col 5

10J won't support
woman-led party'

Chairman of the shamt
Oikya Jote (IO\J) Mha! Hlm
Syed Mohammad F '
{ Pir Shaheb of Ghm yes-
lerday urged all not to be mis-
led by a report that 10J MP-
elect Golam Sarwar has ex-
tended support to (e BNP,
reports BSS.

In a statement. he said 'the
Jole is against all alien cul

tures. including women lead-
therefore, the

to any women-led \

not arise.” Moulana Kartm al-
leged that a vested quarter was
spreading such m!lltlﬂlla
news to tamish the image
O,

BNP MPs-elect
meet today

The BangladeSh Nationalist
Party (BNP) has convened a
special emergency meeting
party's MPs-
elect. r s UNB,

BNF Chairperson and former
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia will be present al the
meetling to be held at the
party's Kakrail office at 5 pm,
said a press release.

All the newly elected BNP
members of Tth rliament
have been requested to attend
the meeting on time.

ISPR request

The Inter-Services Public

Relations rtment (ISPR)
yesterday said different types
of 'imaginary’ news items on

different ant fssues re-
lating to armed forces are now

being published in

which mislend the pebil Toes
and tarnish the of the
national

All concerned have been
requested to cheek with the
authorities concerned before
publishing such sensational
reports, said an ISPR press re-
lease yesterday.



