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CROSSROAD FOR BANGLAD

Ahmed S. Islam
islam@utesvs.cc. utexas. edu
USA: :

TO THE OPPOSION PARTIES
= Please give the new gov-
erninent a chance to show
their worth and how much
they are honouring
commitments to the nation.
One year's moratorium is a
good period of time. This will
not be a disadvantage to the
opposition party since this will
also apply im their case if they
come to power in the future,

Khondakar M Mostafa
kmmsit26+@pilt.edu
USA:

Why. they didnot give BNP
a chance to show their worth.
In a democratic society the
moratorium is 5 years until the
next elections. AL did not
show respect to that. BNP
cannot be condemmed if they
donot do the same. What
comes around goes around.
Mohammad Harunuzzaman
state.edu 2 [
USA:
- You are right about what
AL did. And a lot of people.
including myself, condemned
the AL tactics. We should con-
demn BNP if they do the same.
“What comes around goes
around” is something AL may
deserve. But the country de-
serves better.

Ahmed S. Islam, " USA:
Oppesition parties should re-
member what they repeatedly
had said when they were in
power, namely, all settlements
should be done within the par-
lament and not in the streets
through destruction of proper-
ties or observing "hartals” in a
row.

Khondakar M Mostafa [USA:
Again the above argument
holds. "What comes around

goes around”

M. Harunuzzaman, USA: 1 think
BDeshis deserve better than
the above argument.

Ahmed S. Islam. USA: If they
set this example.it will go
down in the history as a unique
opposition party, Since [rom
now on elections” will be held
under a caretaker government,
good chances are that they will
take over the government at
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the next election while the
country won't loose by way of

destruction of properties. loss |

of precious human lives.

Khondakar M Mostafa. USA: You
are forgetting SH and the re-
mark " shuko karchupi”

M. Harunuzzaman, USA: Mr.
Mostafa, you said in another
post that KZ carried herself
with more dignity than SH.

And | agree with you (although .

some of KZ's political actions
were also as undemocratic as
SH's). Let us hope that KZ
lives up to that image ol dig-
nity and does not repeat the
same old vicious cycle ol "what
comes around goes around.”
In trying to pgive AL its
*due, let us not put the country
through something it certainly
does nol deserve.

Ahmad S. Islam. 1JSA: Yes. in-
deed. The rejection of 8 minis-
ters and 3 state ministers of
the BNP government and stal-
warts in AL, JP and JI bears
eloquent testimony (o your
statement. Ii the would-be op-
position parties follow what
Mostafa has stated. "What goes
round. comes around” then
lhe cycle of our lack of
progress will continue un-
abated and there will be no
hope for the country to prove
her worth as one of the most
rising nations in Asia.

In less than three and half
years' timme we are entering the
third millennium.That being
the situation. should we not be
a little more magnanimous to
follow the prosperous coun-
tries in Asia? H opposition
parties take a cue from these
propsperous countries and
establish good parliamentary
practices. then that change of
attitude could be the starting
point of a SPECTACULAR
HEALTHY CYCLE in place of
the previous BAD ONE of
"What goes round, comes
round”, | am very hopeful, once
a good beginning is made, it
will continue happily hereafter
bringing unprecedented pros-
perity to the country 7 a coun-
try where common man is so
honest and fearless as to re-
ject the stalwarts when they
found them guilty of corrup-
tieon and unfair play
REGARDLESS OF THEIR PARTY
AFFILIATION

Disclaimer

The Internet is a global medium of communication and

expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM. '

The opinions expressed in these columns-are the
author's own as they appear to all recetvers of the Internet,
We reproduce them authentically to permut our readers to
know what Bangladeshis abroad are feeling and saying.

The Dafly Star is not responsible for the opinions

expressed in these columns.
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Views on

Md. Fazle Baki
MFBAKI@MANSCI.watstar. uvat
erloo.ca

Canada:

Following is a reaction to
the recent election. It will not
be suitable for those who are
looking for news.

Definitions:

Four Corners: Dinajpur,
Sylhet division, CHT, Khulna,
Jessore, Faridpur

Center: Dhaka Division ex-
cept Faridpur

East: Barisal Divison,
Chittagong Divison except CHT

West: Kushtia, Rajshahi
Division except Dinajpur and
Rangpur
Remark 1:

AL has strong and stable
{91 and 96) support in the
four corners.

» BNP won over AL with
wide margin in the center,
east, and west in 91. They still
have majority in the east and
west. However, they lost mis-
erably in the center.
Geographically. their defeat in
96 can be attributed to the loss
of support in the center.

[Aside: T think in almost
all the elections the winning
side also won in the center.
Looks reasonable to assume
that {i) the center represents
Bangladesh more closely and
(ii) changes in popularity starts
spreading from the center].

JP has! strong and stable
support in Rangpur (and only
in Rangpur and few other con-
stituencies). JI had no geo-
graphic pattern in 91 (no
mention 96).

Remark 2:

Most people who are per-
ceived corrupt have lost. This
was observed in 91 as well,
although not as clearly as it is
in 96. Many people with name
and fame are actually well

known for their corruption.

Bangladeshi voters are showing
inoreasing awareness against
corruption

Remark 3:

Ref. remarks 1 and 2. BNP
has lost a number of seats
(which they won in 91) mostly
due to perceived corruption.
However, party image of BNFP
is. in general, good. People
have (i) thanked BNP for their
good performance. (1) con-
demned BNP candidates per-
ceived corrupt. and (i)
blamed AL for thelir strategies.

They can't go

Remark 4:

_ Ref. remarks 1 and 2, New
seals of AL are not only won
against BNP candidates
{ministers) perceived corrupt.
This includes many other con-
stituencies. A general trend is
to (i) condemn using religion
in politics and (ii) welcome
pro-liberation forces in power.
One minor factor may be (iii)
sympathy to AL for various rea-
sons including their remaining
out of power for 21 years,

apology, etc.

Remark 5;

Ref. remark 1. By result,
JP is only a regional party. Not
to mention this is not so by
ideology. This is a nice oppor-
tunity for them to turn their
party into a regional one.

Remark 6:

Ref. remark 4. From the
national perspective. one im-
portant factor behind win of AL
is their appeal for pro-
libeartion government. In fact,
choices made in 47. 54. 70.
73. 78, 91, and 96 suggest
that the most important factor
from the national perspective
is the desire for greater free-
dom and prestige - not the
basic needs (If you question va-
lidity of 78, do it. But tell me
which side people should
choose at that time from the
same perspective).

Ceclusion:

Performance pf BNP in
government has been appreci-
aled. Success of honesty and
lailure of corruption should be
crystal clear by now. Hope.
next time they will try not to
nominate people perceived
corrupt. It's now an excellent
opportunity for them to per-
form well in the opposition.
back to the past
and lead the war of liberation.
This is reality. Only way they
can make a comeback is to
prove that they are better.

I have no idea how AL is
going to make much difference
in the performance in govt.
Poverty and illiteracy are two
barriers that will come in®the

way of doing something truly
remarkable. Maybe we can
hope for minimization of
mistrust and hatred. better law
and order. and less corruption
Also, people will find a differ-
ent taste in the revival of 71-er
chetona. They are matured
now Hope, they will be able to
avoid excessive use of it.
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your whole message.
- cynic at heart, but on this oc-

computer screen. They have only been edited for size and relevance to the subject matter,

the Election

It will be a big mistake ol
BNP to learn opposition's role
[rom AL. Rather, BNPR should
figure out its role on its own.
That way, they can earn re-
spect from people.

Mahmud Khan ;
ucmahmud@polaris.umuc.edu
USA:

Good analogy, some basic
and straight forward com-
ments. Good way of thinking
about country. | salute you for
your honest and sincere opin-
ion. Keep up the good work.

Mohammad Harunuzzaman
mharunuz@magnus.acs.ohio-
state.edu

USA:

Although | do not agree
with everything you say. yours
is an excellent and balanced
summary. Let us hopé and pray
that AL, BNP, JP and JI will
take lessons from the people's
verdict. Let us celebrate the
survival of the democratic pro-
cess in the face of the turmoil
and the destruction caused by
the wranglings of short-
sighted politicians. :

Dr. Nasir Ahmed
ahmed@vax0.gram. edu
USA; s

Every election creates
history if it is done in a free
and fair manner. The June 12
1996 election was not excep-
tion. 1t was free and fair. and it
gave the people of BD to ex-
press their opinion

The most interesting fea-
ture of the June 12 election is
the uprooting of Jamat from
the political scene of BD.
Jamat has done unexpectedly
poor; smashing even the most
conservative estimate. What an
irony for Jamat and its sup-
porters.

Lets Hope BD becofmes po-
litically matured. economically
advanced. culturally pragmatic,
and socially tolerant. We can
do it. We are not less than any
othex nation.

lud. SC1460
sC | 460@aol.com
[TSA:

I couldn't have said it bet-
ler - not only the above but
I'm a

casion | just hope the new PM
cant forget revenge and bring
about a STRONG economy -
that's the only thing that
counts.

NTERNET

Congratulation

Rahmar, SMMR
Smmr.edu.au |
Australia: _
After twenty one years
Awami League, known as peo-
ple’'s party. are going to form a
new goverment. We, the peo-
ple who hate collaborators,
conspirators and the cor-
rupted persons seen in the last
goverenient. really enjoyed the
day with the result of present
poll as a golden day in our his-
tory. Our history almost has
been changed by BTV of last
goverments. Now we hope it
will again go to the right direc-
lion. Our expectation from new
goverment is to establish the
true history of our indepen-
dence and rule the country as
we wanted during liberation.
Congra AL for the bright
future of our nation.
Dr Zahid Hussain
zahid@rajshahi.demon. co. uk
UK: _
Hope your enthuism is
well rewarded, and indeed,
congratulations to Awami
League. Hope they will, over all
else. seek to bring harmony
and concilation to a torn na-
tion.

Md. Fazle Baki
MFBAKI@MANSCI. watstar.uvat
erloo.ca

Crnada

I don’'t mind congratulat-
ing AL. They should not have
taken the destructive road
after 91. People would have
recognized them in 96 for
their contribution - even with
iore voles and seats.

Now. let us hope for min-
imizing hatred and mistrust
and better law and order. If we
believe that Bangladesh is ho-
mogeneous with political ide-
ology - no left politics, no poli-
tics with religion. then cer-
lainly there will be not many
political issues in future.
Especially. as the country is
united today on the guestions
of multi-party democracy, pri-

vatisation, not msulting reli- .

gious feelings. etc. S0, no
"Kalagach™ is going to be
elected in future. People have
already given the hint in 96. I
AL can see il, of course we can
hope for minimizing corrup-
ton.

LR
rahmanz@topaz. cqueedu. au
Australia:

Congratulation to AL and
the people of BD Now AL will
I» realized BNFP s past history
and would like to overconie
from those disadvantages
which was crealgd by BNP.

Star Entertainment Guide

¢
L

¢
¢

AGNI BBS- Providing

Agni Systems Ltd, B 7-8, Bashati Condominium
Plot #15, Road #17, Banani C/A, Dhaka 1213
Tel. 882379, 833984 Fax.831070, 882547

Internet E-mail
Usenet News

Tradenet Mailing List
15,000+ downloadable files

' LTJ]: hily Star 5

Bangladesh Joins

Information Superhighway

Shaquil Amwar Elias :
elins@yallara.cs.rmit. edu.au
Australia:

E&n anyone g‘l“w: any in-
formmatfon about the online in-
ternet connection in

Bangladesh? 1 have heard that
Bangladesh is now connected
online. Anybody know what is
the address?

M. Shamimuzzaman
Page-in-charge’

Live from the Internet
The Daily Star

The company that has
started providing on-line
Internet connection in
Bangladesh via VSAT -is
"Information Network Services
Limited (INS)". situated at
TMC Building near Bangla
Motor.
bangla.net; You can brows their
web page at www.bangla.net

They are taking the
Internet service from a
University at Hongkong.

Local providers are going
to subscribe nodes from INS to
provide on-line connection to
their own users/subscribers.
Their charges are:

Tk. 10.000 for membership
(one time)

Tk. 5.000 for security

Tk. 1.000 for 4 hours on-line

Internet connection per
month
Tk. 3 per minute after 4-

hours passes.

They are also charging Tk.
300 per hour for persons who
use the ISN Internet booths at
the ISN oifice premises.

However. a local provider
Agni says that they will charge
less just for e-mail and equal
for on-line connection. They
will not charge the
10.000+45,000. Also, another
firm Citech is in the line to
provide the on-line facility.
They are in the stage of
checking their setup-and will
be in operation shortly.

' Andrew Robinson

sabra®lamar.colostate. edu
USA:
Hello all;

Recently I noticed in SCB

Their domain name is -

a Reuter's report announcing

that Bangladesh had joined the
information superhighway by
inaugurating an internet server
in Dhaka. The report men-

tioned tha®? the man behind
the project was Enayatullah
Khan. Is this the same
Enayatullah Khan who owns
UNB (United News of
Bangladesh)? The timing of
the announcement was very in-
teresting (a day or two before
the elections), as was the news
organizations that reported it -
- Reuters. I'm just curious why
his VSAT linked was approved
as opposed to other applicants
who had submitted their ap-
plications long before EK
(assuming it's the same EK).

Masum Z Hasan
zmhasan@db. toronto.edu
USA:
Live Internet connection
(through VSAT/sateéllite) was a
good idea. That's the start. The
nation surely will benefit from
it. For the starter if it reaches
a small circle, T don't see any
harm in it. | want to see aca-
demic organizations getting
online as quickly as possible.
Saif Ahmed '
sahmed@cs.oberlin.edu
USA: -
Granted in the beginning
only a few businesses will ben-
efit. but is it not a neces
first step towards develop-
ment? '

Reader's Response

Parveen A Khanam
Parveen%cholera@external. ait.ac. th
Reader. The Daily Star

I am working with an inter-
national centre as a Resear-
cher and would like to partici-
pate in a short course/training
program on ‘Reproductive
Health' during September/
October, 1996 in USA. It will
be appreciated very much {f
someone provide me the infor-
mation on such course/pro-
gram. e Y G
« 1 look forard to yoqur goop-
eration in this regard.

—

The newsgroup, "soc.culture.bangladesh", has been
provided courtesy of Agni Systems Limited (Tel. 882379).

- You can also take participate in this page by sending us
your views/questionsicomments/inquiries (anything that
you want). The Daily Star will then send your responses -
into the Internet newsgroup free of charge where they will
be read and commented on by participants from around
the world. Letters should be no more than 100 words in

length and titled.

Please send or fax your Internet posts to:
M. Shamimuzzaman, Page incharge, "Live from the
Internet”, The Daily Star, House 11, Road 3, Dhanmondi

| RIA, Dhaka-1205. (GPO Box no: 3257) Fax: 863035.
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