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NEWS BRIEFS

First ALPP meet

June 21

By Staff Correspond ent

The first meeting cof the
Awami League Parliamenta
Party will be heid at
pm on June 21 at the meeting
room of the Jatiyva Sangsad
Bhavan.

Sheikh Hasina will preside
over the meeting. said # press
release.

CEC to watch

Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Mohammad Abu
Hena will waich repolling in
four thanas of Chittagong and
Comiilla distriets today. Accor-
ding to the Election Commis-
sion sources, the places where
the CEC will be flown in by he-

er are Ik | and Lak-
sam in Comilla a Patia and

la:gim in Ehl’tlagmlg.' reports
Repolling results
to be broadcast

adesh Television and

Radio adesh will broad-
cast today's repoll results
instantly on receipt from the

Election Commission. Televi-
sion will continue the telecast
of results till its normal pro-
gramme that ends at 11.30 at
n BTV sources said. Radio
will make a special arr -
ment {o broadcast the muuf
counirywide umtil its "Nishuti’

rogrammes end at 3 am

ursday, reports UNB.

killed
From Our Correspondent

SERAJGANJ, June 18: A
villager was killed in Sadar
thana today during a quarrel
over the to a sugarcane
field. Abdus Satier. 40. died
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Repolling will take place
amid tight security today in
the 122 centres of 27 con-
stituencies where polling were
suspended on June 12 for var-
ious reasons.

The lfolii'ﬂg will start at 8
am and continue till 4 pm
without break.

The Election Commission
(EC) has completed a compre-
hensive preparation to main-
tain Jaw and order during the
repolling. The Army. BDR, Fo-
lice and Ansar will be deployed
at each of the centres to en-
sure a free and fair election,
EC sources said adding that
the army would be deployed in
aid of the civil administration
to hold the repolling peace-

The EC sources also added
that a five-member BDR team.
a 20-member police and a 12-
member Ansar team including
five female Ansars would be
posted at each polling centre.

The authorities ordered a
ban on movement of people
with licensed arms until June
21 in the areas where re-
polling would take place.
Moreover. movement of vehi-
cles like motorcycle, auto-
rickshaws, microbuses and
pickup vans have also been
prohibited in those areas from
6 am yesterday till 6 am
Thursday.
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Repolling today

By Staff Correspondent

security at each centre has
been beefed up further com-
]jrugred to the polling on J#ne

Results of 273 constituen-
cies have already been officially
announced by the EC out of
which Awami League (AL) se-
cured 134 seats, BNP 104,

Rainfall in 16
constituencies
likelv

Star Report

A light to moderate rainfall
is expected in some areas
whepe re-polling is being held
today.

Re-election is being held in
122 centres of 27 constituen-
cies. where polling was post-
poned for various reasons on
June 12.

According to Met office, the
districts under Chittagong di-
vision may experience heavy
rainfall under the influence of
South-Westerly monsoon
breeze.

Out of 27 constituencies,
nine are in Comilla, three in
Chittagong, two in Chandpur
and one each in Feni and
Brahmanbaria.

‘For the rest 11 constituen-
cies no inclement weather is
loreseen.
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Jatiya Party 29, Jamaat 3, Is-
lamic Oikya Jote 1, JSD (Rah}
one and an independent can-

didate won one seat. He later
joined the AL.
The 27 constituencies

where repolling would be held
todlay are Sirajganj 7. Patu-
akhali 2, Feni 2. Jamalpur 2,
Narsingdi 4. Sylhet 1, 3, 4, 5,
Bakerganj 2, Narayanganj 2,
Faridpur 2. Brahmanbaria 4.
Comilla 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, B, 9, 10
and 12, Chandpur 1. 3, Chit-
tagong 6. 11 and 15.

OI these constituencies,
BNP is leading in 13 and AL in
11.

S>everal loreign observer
groups, including the Com-
monwealth and SAARC teams
who were present at the June
12 elections have stayed back
in the country to observe to-
day's repolling while others
including the NDI group has
decided to return for the re-
polling. :

Fair Election Monitoring Al-
liance (FEMA). which deployed
more than 30,000 observers
on June 12, will also join the
polls monitoring groups with
their committee members,
said a FEMA press release last
night. As per FEMA's observa-
tion plan. one stationery elec-
tiornt observer would be present
at each of these 122 centres.
the release added.

Oath taking of
MPs-elect from

June 22 likely

Star Report

The oath-taking of the MP’s-
elect to the seventh Jatiya
Sangsad (JS) is likely to start
Irom June 22, accordirig to
sources in the Parliameni Sec-
retariat.

Speaker of the Sixth JS
sheikh Razzak All will admin-
ister the oaths of office to the
newl elected arliament
members. The oath-taking is
expected to be completed
within three days.

But final decision about the
timing could not be: taken till
10 pm lasl night ass "conveni-
ence of all the concerned
parties could not be ascertai-
ned.” the sources said. The
timing will be finalised today.
the sources added.

The gazette notifying the
names of 273 MPs-elect
reached the Parliament Secre-
lariat from the: Election Com-
mission earlier yesterday.

The political parties con-
cerned are consulted prior to
finalising the date for adminis-
tering the oath although there
is no compulsion for that, the
sources saicl.

Oath-talking of MPs-elect is
normally fixed within four to
five days after the receipt of
the gazzetie, added another of-
ficial.

UNB adds: The Secretary of
the Parliament Secretariat and
some other officials yesterday
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rains in city.

The sky was cloudy late yesterday afternoon, hﬁngiﬁg light
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The government's berrow-
ing from the banking system is
likely to eross Tk 1,000 crore
by the end of this fiscal year
because of a lower amount of
tax and non-tax revenue col-
lection and foreign aid dis-
bursement, feared a senior of-
ficial of Bangladesh Bank.

In contrast, over Tk 1,000
crore in government loans
were retired in the previous
fisral, 199495 o

Government borrowing rose
by Tk 300 crore in the last two
months along. the official said.

Till May the average inlla-
tion rate stood at 5.5 per cent
In April, the inflation rate had
suddenly shol up to an eight
per cent.

"The recourse to the bank-
ing systein was a result of the
state of the economy that il
was during the year. lmports
were less than estimated and
as a result less amount of cus
toms duties were collected.”

By Inam Ahmed

Mahbubur Rahman Khan.
Deputy Governor of the
Bangladesh Bank, told The

Daily Star.

"The manufacturing sector
was also less active, and what-
ever it produced. could not be
sold because of low demand in
the economy. As a result. both
collection of VAT and profit
tax from the manufacturing
units dropped.” he added.

in the same® way. non-tax
revenue collection also
dropped as the state owned
enterprises (SOEs), like the
wivate sector, functioned at a
ow gear.

It is expected thal there
would be a 'big gap' of about Tk
300 crore between the esti-
mated and actual figures of
revenue collection. Khan
noted.

Similarly. foreign aid dis-
bursement stood at about 1400
millon US dollars till Ma

againsl the expected 170

_Hasina tells Solarz

L L1
L
'historic role
President of Bangladesh
Awamni League Sheikh Hasina

esterday said that the mem
Lrn of loreign polls observers

 dent Boris Yelisin today

fighters to
Viadimir told the

troops
withdraw from
mountain village of Vedeno. a
separatist

kesman for the

L

when hit by a sharp weapon. |

roups had carried out a
‘historic role along with the
people ol Bangladesh. care
governmeni, Eleclion
Commission, public servants
and members ol law enlorcin
agencies iIn holding a free anc
[air election on June 12, re-
ports BSS,

She was talking with a
three-member delegation from
National Democratic Inst
itution (NDI}] who called on
her at her Dhanmondi resi
dence in the aftermoon.

Sheikh Hasina said that the
presence of foreign polls ob-
server teams md‘mﬁ NDI in
today's repolling at different
cenires would also make :
tive comtributions in h
the polls in a fair and free

| 11T .

The delegation. headed by
former Ug Congressman
Stephen Solarz and former

See Page 12 col 8

million dollars, according to

the ERD.

But [ think it would be
lesser than this.” observed
Khan adding that this gap in
resources h.al (o be filled up by
borrowing.

"Moreover we faced a big

expenditure of repaying the
three years' investment bonds,
Although Tk 1 000 crore was
due in principal amount and
intefests on the bonds, f(he
government s original budget
did not keep any provision for
this because it was thought
that the bonds could be en-
tirely renewed.' he pointed
.

But only Tk 550 crore
bonds were renewed and the
government had to pay about
Tk 600 crore in principal and
interests which was an unex
pecled expenditure which had
to be met by borrowing Irom
the banking system

He said the bank's deposit
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Govt borrowing from banks this
fiscal may cross Tk 1000 cr

is also stuck at around Tk
4 000) crore because of the
clectioneering. People had
withdrawn money from the
banks for meeting election ex-
penses, but these did not
come back. he observed. "But
we expect that deposits will go
up in the next two weeks.”

He expects that GDP 5rnw-
tl. will be hovering around five
per cenj daring this fiscal year
eriding June 30 mainly because
ol a good crop which accounts
for about 34 per cent of the
(.DP. The service sector was
ailso very active, only activities
in the manufacturing sector
was subdued, Khan added.

He said the central bank is
now cautiously observing the
activities of the banking sys-
tem. but there is no reason to
bhe concerned. He added that
the loan recovery will continue
to be the top agenda of the
central bank

No decision yet on
Ershad's release
on parole

Star Report

Begum Roushan Ershad wife
of former President and jailed
Jatiya Party (JP) chief H M Er-
shad Sunday applied for re
lease of her husband on parole
lor 15 days. Till Tuesday late
night, no action was taken, ac-
cor official sources.

el coniacted, Adviser for
Law and Parliamentary Affairs
Barrister Ishtiaque Ahmed de-
clined to make wav comment
on the issue,
" The sources said that the
application lor Ershad's re-
lease on parole was placed be-
lore the President who sent it
to the Chief Adviser for a deci-
sion. The Chiel Adviser. ac-
cording to the sources, de-
clined to give his decision on
this issue as he thought the
decision should be made by a
political government. which

was 1o be constituted within a
short time.

thehly placed officials also
hinted that hectic lobbying was
continuing to secure the re-
lease of Ershad.

Roushan Ershad, talking to
The Daily Star vesterday said
that she made a Tresh-agplica-
tion to President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas lor release of her
husband on parole for medical
check-up, Roushan met Presi-
den! Biswas at Bangabhaban
Sunday morning. she said. Of-
ticial sources also conlirmed
the neeting.

According to her. she had
applied for the parole with the
approval of her husband. When
her attention was drawnm 1o a
news item that Ershad relused
to accept such an oller, she
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NDI team leader Stephen Solarz coming out of Sheikh Hasina's Dhanmondi residence after
holding talks with the AL chief yesterday.
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AL has organised

'terrorists' to rig
polls: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNF chairperson Beguin
Khaleda Zia yesterday ex-
pressed her apprehension that
today's repolling at 122 polling
centres under 27 constituen-
cies would be marked by large-
scale rigging and violence.

In a press statement, Be-

um Zia said they had the in-

ormation that the Awamli
League had organised
‘terrorists’ from across the

country to snatch ballot papers
and cast false votes at those
122 centres.

‘Il am afraid that a blueprint
to rig tomorrow's (Wednesday)
rcpcmlng will be implemented

thr large-scale violehce ta
snatch our vicltory as it was
done during the June 12 elec-

tions.” the former prime min-
ister said in her statement is-
sued last night .

The paantul incident involv-

ing BNP candidate K M Obai-
dur Rahman at Nagarkanda in
Faridpur district and sabo-
taging of the election rally of
Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury by
means of heavy bombardiments
corroborate her apprehension.
she said. %

Begum Zia said the BNP is
leading in 13 out of the total
27 seats anad if repolling is
conducted in a free and fair
way. there should be nb iota of
doubt in anybody's mind about
the bright prospect of BNP's
victory i all the 27 seals.

Relerring 1o terrornisim and
massive vote dacoity in June
12 pols, she sagl her party
producer] documentary evi-
dences hefore the EC to show
how vote rig%ng was Con-
ducted in a %ystematic and
planneed way in 111 con-

See Page 12 col 7
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—Russiantroopssettobegin

pullout from Chechnya

MOSCOW. June 1B: Presi-
n_
ved a plan aimed at ending the
|8-month war in Chechnva.
while Russian troops were set
the pullout from the

to
breakaway republic. a news
report said.

The measure includes

of the fed-

withdra SOIme
eral tru;:nﬁ'u:n Chechnya and

< h;dmﬁ;:r

Interfax news agency. says AP

in Chechnya. Russian
were preparing to
the southern

. a spo-

an mmili-

tary cormmand said.
Several units of 245th mo-
torized infantry regiment will
leave the area "today or tomor-

row ., the spokesman toid
Interfax.
But Russian commanders

were worried that the sepa-
ratists were taking advantage
of a lull in fighting which fol-
lowed the signing of a peace
accord with Moscow earlier
this month to reorganize and
acqLire more weapons.

The separatists 'plan to
gain power without an open
military conflict with federal
troops. Lt-Gen Andrei Ivanov,
an officer with the Russian
armed forces General Staff

sald Tuesday at a Kremlin
briefing
Six Russian servicemen

were wounded when Chechens
fired at federal positions 12

times Monday, he said

Unknown attackers today
killed the wife of Magomed
Labazanov. a local administra-
tion head in the village of
Samashki in western Chechn-
yva. Interfax reported

Khamid Inalov. interior
minister of Chechnya's Krem-
in installed povernment. said
the killing was part of the

intimidation campaign against
all officials who work in the
republic’'s government organs.”

Local officials said they
thought the killing was an act
of revenge for Labazanov's role
in organizing Sunday’s election
to Chechnya's parliament.

The highly controversial
election was set by the Mos-
cow-backed government in
order to consolidate jts shaky
grip on power. Its head. Doku

Zavgayev., has announced the

polling was valid, saying the
turnout was more than per
cent

But most rebels boycotted

the vote, and unofficial turnout
estitnates were as low as 18
per cent. They saw it as a viola-
tion of the peace pact, which
called for elections to b= held
only after full Russian with-
drawal and rebel disarmament.

Observers from the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe said the
vole was not valid

3 JCD leaders
arrested from

CMC hostel

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. June 18;
The arrest of three pro-BNP
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal {(JCD)
leaders from the Chittagong
Medical College hostel has
sparked off agitation and a
tense situation was prevailing
on the s today. campus
sources :

Police said the three lead-
ers of the Chitt Medical
College JCD unit were arrested
during a pre-dawn raid made
in connection with come spe-
cific cases.

The arrested were Azmir
Hossain. senior vice dlent
and 5th year student, Md. Isa
Chowdhury, assistant sports
secrelary and 1st year student
and Srikanta Chakraborty, pub-
licity secretary and 4th year
student.

JCD supporters later staged
a demonstration inside the
campus and enforced a sirike,

When contacted the princi-

| of the college. Dr. Nurjahan

huilyan said classes were not
held due to the strike

Dwscussion meet on J 'une_l 2 election

'Most free, fair polls'

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a discussion
meeting in the city yesterday
observed that the June 12

neral election was the most
ree and fair ever held in
Bangladesh and ur the po-
litical parties te honour the
verdict of the people.

Former Finance Minister
AMA Muhith, Chairperson of
the Fair Election Monitoring
Alliance (FEMA) Fakhruddin
Ahmed and Supreme Court
Advecate Sigma Huda were
speaking on the June 12 par-
Hamentary polls at the monthly
meeting of the American-
Bangladesh Economic Forum
(ABEF). The Forum's Presi
dent., Forrest Cookson was in
the chair

Terming

the electinun as

fair, free and well participated.

Muhith said he was optimpistic
that the new government

would be a “good government”

and there would be an attempl
ol "establishin civilian
sUupremacy over | state al-
fatrs.”

"Secular orientation and
closeness with voters are the
sirength of the next govern-
ment. | think the political pro-
cess will work better.” he
acded.

Stressing the need for na
tional coensensus in policy
making. Muhith said, "a kind

of consensus is needed
consentsus within the
governipent, amo pelitical

parties and civil seciety .”
Miuhith outlining the next
Yvernment's priority. safbd
Voere should be a rapid privati
sation drive, increased support
to the agriculture. liberalisa
tion of telecommunication
sector, establishmemt of strong
local government and expendi
ture control. On these issues,
he said. all the political parties
should reach consensus,
Fakhruddin Ahmad said,
"Looking at the fairness of the
electoral and to the extent to
which the vote represents a
genuine expression of the will
See Page 12Col 3
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Govt control on
N :
fare of premium
[ ] -
bus service in
L ]
city withdrawn

The Council of Advisers has
approved a proposal for with-
drawing the government con-
trol on the fare of "premium
bus service" of Dhaka metropo-
litan areas, reports UNB.

The proposal. which aims at
introducing a better public
transport system in the capital
city, was approved at a meet-
ing of the Council of Advisers
vesterday.

{IhiEI) Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman chaired the
meetin[lz at his office, said an
official handout.

The meeting approved the
proposal for extending the

| time-limit of supplying gawa

wood to Khulna Newsprint and
top-died Sundari wood to
Khulna Hardboard Mills.

It also approved the agree-
ment with the fisheries de-
partment regarding the lease

ol 7,000 acres of land for
shrimp culture.

The Cabinet Secretary,
Principal Secretary to the
Chief Adviser and secretaries
concerned were present in the
meeting.

3 more senior

army officers
retired: BBC

Star Monitoring

Three more senior army of-
ficers have been retired from
service, said a BBC news re-
port, broadcast yesterday on
the 7:30 pm news bullet in
Bangla on the BBC World Ser-
vice.

The retired officers are:
Major General Ejaz Ahmed
Chowdhury. Director General,
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR). Bri-

| padier Abidur Reza Khan, Di-

rector. Engineers and Major
General Golam Kader, Engi-
neer-in-chief.

There was no official an-
nouncement of the retire-
ments.

When contacled at their
residences, Maj Gen Ejaz
Ahimed Chowdhury and Brig
AR Khan confirmned their re-

- lirements, the BBC reported

Maj Gen Golam Kader could
not be reached for confirma-

tion. il-a&!ﬂqd.
BNP alleges
unlawful voter
enlistment
in Faridpur-2

By Staff Correspondent

BNP has alleged unlawful
enlistment of voters' yesterda
at an area under Faridpur-
constituency ahead of today's
repolling there.

‘A total of 129 fresh voters
have been added to the voters'
list of Algadia centre of
Nagarkanda area under the
constituency'. BNP spokesman
Haris Choudhury told journal-
ists at the party's Kakrail elec-
tion office yesterday evening.

"Enlisting fresh voters just
day before the re-polling is a
clear violation of the provision
in the Representation of the
People's Order, 1972", he said
adding this task had been done
with an 'ill motive' to help the
Awami League candidate from

See PPage 12 Col 1

‘Al on Bangladesh
Torture 1n jails,
police custody
widespread
By Staff Correspondent

Dozens of prisoners of con-
science were held without

charge or trial under al
legislation dn 1995 in the
country. according to
International (Al) report,
1996

Torture was widespread

and led to at least seven ths
in custocly, At least nine
were extra-judicially executed.
The scope ol the death penalty
was extended. At least three
people were sentenced to
death. but no executions were
reported, the report said.
Unlawful 'trials’ of women

See Page 12 col 5

BNP press release
untrue: 10]

The [slami Oikya Jote (IOJ)
yvesterday strnn;i.y denied a
news itemn published in news-
vapers that 1OJ MP-elect from

arguna-2 seat Golam Sarwar
Hiru has extended support to
the BNP, reports BSS.

IOJ Secretary General
Maulana Abdul Latif in a state-
ment said, “The news item
which was Bubli-nhud in refer-
ence to a BNP press release |a
totally untrue, misleading and
meotivated.”

Maulana Latil said his party
was yet to decide on extending

support to an :
In view tﬁt situation as

well as the party regulation
there is no nr%.:t for any body
o unilateral . any
party beyond thm deci-
sion. he said.

Maulana l.n::t u - tm
workers as well as the .
not to be indsled by "such mo-
tivated news”



