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SAARC team tells CEC

Election was free fair

The SAARC poll observer
roup yesterday told Chief
lection Commissioner (CEC)
Mohammnad Abu Hena that they
didnt find any irregularities in
Bangladesh s parliainent elec-
tion, reports U

The observation came when
a four-member team of the
non-governinental election ob-
server group from South Asia
(SAARC) called on the Chiel
Flection Commissioner at his
office vesterday.

On the delegation were De-
vendra Roy Panday (Nepal).
Niaz A Naik (Pakistan). Jeevan
Thiagarajah (Sri Lanka) and
Muchkund Dubey (India).

They told the CEC that 40
members of the SAARC ob-
server group visited different
polling centres to monitor the
June 12 polls.

"The election was held in a

aceful atmosphere and free,
air and impartial manner,” the
leam opined.

The SAARC observers con-
gratulated the Election Com-
mission on holding the wvote
successiully.

The CEC told them that the
election was held peaceiully
with the cooperation of all
quarters including the political
parties.

The observers expressed
their satisfaction over the
massive 74 per cent turnout of
voters in the election. The
said they were overwhelme
with the spontaneous partici-
pation of women volers.

Cyclone weakens

NEW DELHI. June 17: Hea-
monsoon rains lashed In-
ia's eastern coast today, but a
cyclone that had threatened to
sweep into Bangladesh wea-
kened over southern India.
weather officials said. reports
AP,

Two cyclones and three
days of rain battered southern
India last week, killing at least
123 people. Press Trust of In-
dia news agency said.

As rain continued to swell
rivers and overwhelm urban
drainage systems. more than
3,000 families in the coastal
districts were left homeless
and many towns were under
several feet of water, said offi-
cials in Hyderabad. the capital
of Andhra Pradesh state,

At least 54 people in
Andhra Pradesh died over the
weekend., said the officials.
Sixty-nine deaths were re-
ported farther south in Tamil
Nadit and Karnataka states.
Most drowned or died when
houses collapsed. About 240
fishermen fromm Tamil Nadu
were reported missing.

Quake
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floor between the islands of
Flores and Sulawesi.

It was nolt immediately
clear if the quake had affected
populated areas in Indonesia.

There were no immediate
reports of deaths, injuries or
damage.

"It's a big earthquake but its
location and its depth could
help minimise any damage,"
Murihead said,

Scientists regard a magni-
tude 7 as a major gquake, ca-
pable of widespread. heavy

dama%:: A magnitude B quake

cane a 'great’ earthquake,
capable of tremendous damage.

This the told the
CEC. indicates the progress in

democratic practice of
Brn sh

e S C ut;-nwrl ap-
prised the CEC that they -ouil
also monitor the June 19 re-

polling in 122 centres in 27
constituencies.

They expressed their
that the repolling would l:?l:
e held in a free, fair and
peaceful manner.

The SAARC observer group
has published an interim re-
port on the June 12 election
and will make a full-fledged

KM Obaid shot
at in Faridpur

FARIDPUR, June 17; For-
mer secreta eral ol BNP
KM Dhaidurﬂl man was today
shot at while he was crossing
Nupurdia bridge at N kanda
here by a car at about 1 pm,

Witnesses said some armed
men shot at his car while they
damaged the automobiles of
the BNP nominee Obaid on the
eve of the June 19 Te-polling
in Faridpur Nagarkanda comn-
stituency from where the
former minister was elected
MP several times.

KM Obaid later told BSS
that his political opponents
not only wanted to snatch vic-
tory from BNP by force silenc-
ing the common voters but
also wanted to kill him by their

SOONS,

BNP urges

From page |

the June 12 polls before the
oath-taking of the MPs-elect.
The CEC assured us of proper
action. Haris Choudhury at
the regular press briefing at
the party's Kakrail election of-
fice in the city yesterday
evening.

"We also reiterated our re-
gquest to the CEC to exercise
his power under Article 7(91)
(C) of the People's Represen-
tation Order to dispose of our
complaints”, he said.

At the press briefing, BNP
candidates in the liamen-
tary polls trom Bhola-1 Mo-
sharraf Hossain Shahjahan and
from Bhola-2 Hafiz Ibrahim
blamed their AL rivals and
their supporters of attacking
BNF workers and voters in
their respective areas.

False voting

From page 1

Faridpur-2 in Wednesday's par-
liamentary polls near Nupurdia
bridge in his constituency at
about | pm yesterday. The
attackers damaged his vehicle
and shot at him, it said. The
'terrorists createfl a reign of
terror’ in the area where BNP
Vice Chairman AQM Bad-
ruddoza Chowdhury was also
obstructed while going to
attend a public meeting at
Nagarkanda. the press release
added.

AL activists also 'detained’
BNP leaders Dr Abdul Moyeen
Khan and Ataur Rahman Khan
Angur in Satgaon union under
Narayanganj-2 constituency.
Besides, Al. workers in Bhola-2
constituency attacking BNP
workers and filing false cases
against them. it alleged.

The World On Time

CA: People's vigilance
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polling and uphold the hard-
earned reputation of the coun-
try. There is no scope of be-
coming desperate in rejoicing
or despondent in frustration.

Q: Elections have already
been held in 273 constituen-
cies without any hindrance.
Are the results of the repolling
equally important?

A: It will be easier to main-
tain constitutional process if
the repolling is held in a
healthy and peaceful atmo-
sphere. The neutral caretaker
government aspires coopera-
tion of all in this regard. No-
body can halt the auspices
march of the people on the
path of peace, development
and democracy.

The government is deter-
mined to extend all possible
assistance to the [glecunn
Commission in carrying out its
constitutional responsibility

g itself above all contro-.

versies and in the face of all
possible sensitive situation.

- Q: There is an allegation |

that despite repeated requests
the caretaker guvemm:gt did
not transfer some deputy
commissioriers and police su-
pers from certain districts and
as a result certain political par-
ties have suffered. ﬁlﬂt is your
opinion about it?

A: The election results had
no reflection of the tions

made about those districts. If

you look at the election results
you will find how f{reely the
voters have exercised their
righis of franchise.

Q: Have we anything to
learn from this elections?

A: 1 believe that the Elec-
tion Commission will be able to
take more proper measure for
future elections by reviewin
the alleged irregularities n%
this election. We have the
scope to know and learn from
the objective survey and in-
formation on the success or
otherwise of the elections.

Q: Will you address the vot-
ers on the cumlng repolli

A: | addressed the nation
on the eve of the election.
There is no need for it. The
heavy turnout of voters alon
with family members an
neighbours to the polling
centres with great spontaneity
and enthusiasm have delighted
everybody. A peaceful atmos-
phere has been created in the
country. People have heaved a
sigh of relief. Friendship bet-
ween religious communities
are there in the country. Peo-
ple will resist all evil instiga-
tions by rising above group and
communal interests. The -
ernment stands by puoe-f:vv-

ing people of the countré I
fervently appeal to all mptc:vll al
leaders, particularly lead-
ers of ma{ur- political parties to
extend allout c¢ ation to
the Election Commission for
peaceful holding of re-polling.
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Sheikh Hasina at her Dhanmondi residence in the city vesterday

Hasina
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League chief. Carrieir
congratulated Sheikh Hasina
for her party's vlrr.nrﬂ in June
12 Jatiya Sangsad poll.

Carrieir discussed in details
with Awami League chief the
UN activities in Bangladesh,
Sheikh Hasina lauded the ;
formances of the UNICEF in

Bangladesh. She also sought
UNICEF support and coopera-
tion in the pragmatic ap-

proaches and steps for eradi-
cating illiteracy in Bangladesh.

Awami League leaders Abdul
Mannan, Amir Hossain Amu,
Tofael Ahmed and Abul Hasa-
nat Abdullah were present.

Businessman
killed in road
accident

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. June 17: A busi-
nessman — Habibur Rahman,
27. — was crushed under the
wheels of a Jessore-bound
truck at KDA avenue under
Sonadanga thana this ?

The driver. however. man-

i{iged to escape with his vehi-
cle.

E_;l_:l:f_t_iﬂn violence
All-party meet
reviews situation
in Lalmonirhat

LALMONIRHAT, June 17:
An all-party peace meeting he-
re today reviewed the overall
situation that followed violence
in a olling centre and
adjoiniffg areas in Sadar thana
on the polling day last week.
reports UNB.

The meeting at the Sadar
thana headquarters unani-
mously called 'completely false
and fabricated recent news
reports in some national news-
papers on the incidenis at
Deuti polling centre and its
surrounding areas,

Arranged by Deputy Commi-
ssioner Sikandar Ali Mondol.
the meeting was attended by
all union parishad chairmen
and members of Barabari,
Panchagram, Mahendranagar
and Kulaghat unions, and
teachers and imams of these
areas

AL going to power
thru' democratic

process: Zillur

BRAHMANBARIA, June 17:
Awami League General Sec-
retary Zillur Rahman today said
his party was going to power
through democratic process
with the objective of serving
the ple, reports UNB.

"The Awami League never
tries for power in illegal ways."
said the AL leader seeking all-
out cocoperation from. all in
steering the 'boat’ into success
in the repolling on Wednesday.

He was addressing two
meetings in Moshair and Natai
areas in the district in support
of AL candidate for Brahman-
baria-3 constituency.

He sald AL wanted to gov-
ern the country as public ser-
vant for the welfare of the
people, particularly working
groups.

Zillur Rahman said which-
ever government came to
power after 1975 exploited
the people and was busy
AImass wealth in the name
of ple's welfare,

e also reiterated their
commitments for establishing
the rule of law, terrorism-free
_society, eradicating poverty
and imparting training to the
unemployed youths after form-
ing government. :

Among others, candidate of
Awami League from the con-
stituency Adv Lutful Hai Sa-
cchu, MP-elect from Brah-
manbaria-4 Adv Shah Alam,
district AL President Adv
Sirajul Islam, Pourashava
Chairman Al Mamun Sarker,
local party leaders Amanul Haq
Sentu, Maﬁ; (rtd) Jahirul Haq
Khan and Karim.

— Star photo

Stage set for repolling
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Major General Ezaz Ahmed
Chowdhury. Inspector General
of Police M Azizul Huq and
representatives of armed
lorces division, army head-
quarters, Ansars and con-
cerned senjor officials were
present at the meeting.

The meeting gave top pri-
ority on peaceful holding of the
repolling. It was informed at
the meeting that the highest
security measures would be
taken in coordination with po-
lice, BDR. and ansars in each
centre on the repolling day.

Besides. tlie handout said.
army would carry out their re
sponsibility as the auxiliary
force being at each concerned
thana. |

During the repolling. each
centre will have five BDR
members with required arms
and 20 members of police on
duty. Besides, there will be 12
ansars including 4 to 5 women
ansars in each centre.

Moreover. the handout
said. two to three platoons of
BDR as strikin force. re-
quired number of armed police
battalion. police and battalion
ansars will remain ever alert i
each thana.

Besides the

Persons who
can enter
polling centres

The Election Commission
EC has categorised persons
who according to the 1972
Representation of People's
Order can enter into polling
centres with permission from
presiding officers concerned,
reports :

According to an Election
Commission press release in
Dhaka yesterday. specific
number of voters with permis-
sion from the presiding officer
can enter the voting centre on
June 19.

Candidates and their elec-
tion agents and polling agents
and persons pertmnitted by the
returning officer can also enter
the polling centres.

it was also mentioned in
the press release that the
identity cards provided. to
Loth local and foreign journal-
ists and observers would re-
main valid for repolling on
June 19,

officer-in-

charge. and assistant police
super will be engaged In each
thana to look after law and
order. A total of 122 magis-
trates including one magistrate
in each centre will perform
their election duty on the day
the handout said

During the repolling In
Comilla district. the handout
said. one additional divisional
cominissioner and an addi
tional DIG of Police will be in
the overall responsibility. An
additional 1G will be in Chit
lagong to look after the overall
law and order during the re
polling. the handout said.

A national coordination
committiee with Additional
Home Secretary lias been
formed regarding the repolling
at the national level. A conlrol
room has been opened at the
police headquarters, the hand

. ol said.

It was inforined at the
meeting that all vehicles would
be examined before the re
pullinf and the drive against
illegal arms and terrorism
would continue (o ensure total
security in the polling centres.

A ban was tuiposed on
nwovemen! with licensed arms
i1 the voncerned areas of re-

polling from June 17 to 21.
Besides. ban was also imposed
on movement ot certain vehi-

cles during the repolling, the
liandout said. e

Ban on campaign,
firearms

The Election Commission
has banned all kinds of cam-
paign {rom zero hours Monday.
48 hours before the start of re-
polling in 122 centres of 27

constituencies across the
country tomorrow, reports
UNB.

The Election Commission
also imposed a ban on carrying
licensed firearms in the dis-
tricts where re-polling is
scheduled for Wednesday. But
the 5-day ban from Monday-
Friday will not be applicable
for the members of the law en-
forcing agencies and guards of
government, semi-governiment
and private establishments.

e EC also prohibited ply-
ing of motor-cycle, jeep. mi-
cro-bus, pick-up and auto-
rickshaw all over Comilla dis-
trict and the concerned thanas
in 12 other districts where re-
polling will be held.

India blames Pakistan
for Delhi blast

NEW DELHI, June 17: Po-
lice in India's capital accused
Pakistan's secret service today
of being behind a powerful
blast that killed 14 people in a
crowded market last month,
reports AP,

"We have no doubt that it
was engineered by the Inter
Services Intelligence." New
Delhi's police chief, Nikhil
Kumar told a news conference.

Kumar offered no evidence
that the military-backed intel-
ligence service had master-
minded the blast.

The Lashkar-e-Sajjad. a lit-

Yeltsin
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who has already ruled out join-
ing any communist-led coali-
tion.

An aid foresaw a meeting
between the two men later to-
day and there was speculation
Ye tairlld T,cngl?l offer the 46-
year-o ed a I'I.IE] st in

overnment, possib zﬂu first
eputy prime minister level.

But Zyuganov himself mo-
ved quickly in search of co-
mmon ground with Lebed,
t:allié':? on him and another de-
feated candidate, eye surgeon
Svyatoslav Fyodorov, to join
forces with his 'national -patri-
otic’ bloc.

US President Bill Clinton
praised Russians today for
what he said appeared to be a
free and fair presidential elec-
tion and reaifirmed US sup-

rt for democracy and mar-

et reforms in Russia.

e know militant group in In-
dia’'s rebellion-hit northern
state of Kashmir, claimed re-
sponsibility for the explosion.

e blast also injured 38 peo-
ple and caused extensive dam-
age to buildings and cars.

Kumar's charge against the
intelligence service came a day
after police arrested four sus-
pects in connection with the
May 21 explosion in the Lajpat
Nagar Central market. o
others were arrested Saturday,
and two others were caught
shortly after the explosion.

All have been charged with
murder, use of explosives and
conspiracy, he said.

India frequently accuses
Pakistan of training and arm-
ing Muslim militants in
Kashmir, who are fighting for
independence from predomi-
nanitly Hindu India. Pakistan
says it only gives moral support
to the insurrection.

The police chief quoted the
suspects as saying under inter-
rogation that the conspiracy
was planned by the chief of the
Lashkar-e-Sajjad. who he said
is based in Pakistan.

The suspects, Kumar said,
moved into the capital. stole a
car and packed it with plastic
explosives, and parked the
vehicle in the market,

In January. a bomb killed
eight people in a market. The
Jammu and Kashmir Islamic
Front, which is affiliated to the
Lashkar-e-Sajjad, claimed re-
sponsibility, and lice ar-
rested two people they identi-
fied as Kashmiri militants.

2 alleged dacoits
beaten to death
in Satkania
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. June 17:
Two alleged
beaten to

at Demsha ﬂﬂaﬁhrmm

nia thana last night. police
sadd.

They were identified as Nu-
rul Islam (35) and Abdus Salam
(34). The dacoits came under
the wrath of vi after pa-
trol police had an exc of
fire with them. Police chal-
lenged the dacoits while they
were lleeing after committing
dacoity in the same . But
villagers gheraoed them im-
mediately and started beating
police said.

Police recovered a SBBL
gun from their possession and
some siolen goods including
TV. VCR eic.

Night coach
dacoity near
[shurdi
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, June 17: A da-
coity was committed In a Ra
shahi-bound night coach from
Jhaka near Ishurdi Sunday
IMOITINE.

The dacoits looled money
and goods worth about Tk one

lakh [rom the passengers
Seven passengers were in
jured.

The dacoits boarded the
bus (Shyamoli Poribahan) in In
disguise of passengers. Near
Ishurdi, they forced the driver
stop the bus. The in pas-

sengers were admit io the
Rajshahi Medical College Hos-
pital.

Zaker Party
threatens mass

movement

The Zaker Party Arrslcrda'f
threatened to launch a mass
movement across the country
if results of the June 12 par-
llamentary elections are nol
scrapped immediately, reports
LINB.

"People have been denied
the opportunity ol sponta-
neously reflecting their opin-
ions through the June 12
election results,” Zaker Party
chairman Mostafa Amir Faisal
told a gathering of party ac-
tivists from Sadarpur-Char-
bhadrasan constituency in
Faridpur district.

The Zaker Party fielded 241
candidates in the general
election. but none came out
successful.

Faisal said it was shown that
70 to 80 per cent voles were
cast during the firsi six hours
of polling. "This is completely
unthinkable and Lm;msmﬂk"

Accusing the caretaker -
ernment ol failure to held a
free and fair election. he said
cancellation of the election re-
sulls is the only way to protect
truth. justice and democracy.

Muslim League
hails JP for
supporting AL

The Bangladesh Muslim
League yesterday welcomed
the Jatiya Party for extending
its support to single majority
party Awami Lea%uc to form
the government for institu-
tionalising democracy, reports
BSS.

A mtl.:!:ﬂ!ng réll; the Muslim
League held at the party s cen-
tral office at Magbazar at-
nlated former President Hus-
sain Muhammad Ershad, JP
acting chairman Mizanur Rah-
man Chowdhury, JP presidium

member Begum Raushan Er-
shad and JP Secretary General
Anwar Hossain Manju for ex-
tending the support to Awami

League.

The meeting in its resolu-
tion also hoped that the future
government would take effec-
tive measures for ensuring due
share of the Ganges water with
India, repatriation of the
stranded Pakistanis, realisation
of dues from Pakistan and res-
olution of problems of so called
Shantibahini in the hill tracts.

The meeting was presided
over by AFM Harun-er Rashid,

Nooruddin's
gratitude

Former chief of army staff
and Awami League nominee
contesting in Narsingdi-4 con-
stituency Lt Gen (Retd)
Nooruddin Khan yesterday ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
people of his area for the sup-
port and sympathy they have
given to him, reports :

In a statement Gen.
Nooruddin said, due to physi-
cal inability following a road
accident he could not go to his
area to meet the people de-

‘all his desire to do so.

He called upon the
of his area to pray for him jor
the early re so that he
could work for the welfare of

the people staying by their
side.

dacoils were"

BELJING. June
arrived in Beijing today
Arafat. on his tenth visit to China and first since September

1993

is scheduled to meet President J
They are likely to discuss the fate of the

17: Palestinian President Yasser Aralat
for a three-day official visit to China.

Zemin tomorrow.
East peace

ocess following the election of Benjamin Netanyahu as
racl s Prime Minister reports AFP

ities of different windows of

the SADF. mobilisation of capi-

tal and establishment of its
secretariat.

Chief Executives of Devel-

t Financial Institutions

( ) and senior foreign min-

istry officials of the SAARC

member couniries are attend-

I’:}_Elhcm‘lm:hnﬂtdbytjr

would premote projects lo-

of the region that would be of
economic interest for more
than one countries,

Bangladesh sends
new military
team to Angola

HBangladesh is sending a
small team of military staff
consisting of seven officers and
lour sold
the United Nations Angola
Verification Mission
(UNAVEM). reports BSS.

It will replace a similar
team of equal str sent Lo

in city yesterday.
The leader nly the team

lieutenant Colonel Mia Ma-
shiuzzaman left Dhaka for
Angola yesterday. The remain-
ing members the team are
expected to leave here on June
22 next. This team will also

stay in for a year.

n addition to this staff
team, an company of
twao hundﬁ“.;mberl and a

10-member  military police
mnunftnt from B desh
are also working h the
UNAVEM. They are ¢ ng
out their duties by
the United Nations very effi-
ciently.

Don't travel by
auto-rickshaw on

share: DMP

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) yesterday cau-
tioned the ple not to travel
by aute-rickshaw on share with

in guise of passengers in-
creased in the city. reports

UNB.

Many organised hijackers’
gangs snatch the -
ings of the travellers at some
places in the capital in of
pasacn%en in auto- aw.

DM urged the city

dwellers to take the help of
mearby police station if the

passenger behave suspiciously.

JP's letter

From page 1

the Constitution and the other
to the government to suspend
the sentence under Section
401 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure.

These applications were
filed soon after the caretaker
government took over, Yusuf
Hossain Humayun told The
Daily Star yesterday.

The office of the President
sent the petition seeking co-
mmuti shad’'s sentence to
the Chiel Adviser. according to
olficial sources.

The Chief Adviser did not
take any decision on the issue
since, he felt, such a major de-
cision should be taken by an

elected government, the sour-
ces added.

From page |
discuss various . imchad-
ing detailed ﬂpﬂ‘mm modal-

" Khairul Huda said the SADF

cated in one or more countries

s of other ranks to

a year ago, an ISPR said

unknown people as snatching

SADF formally opens

The member countries do-
nated a total of 5 million US
dollars as the initial core capi-
tal of the Fund. he said "Soen
we will move for searching of
additional capital from various
sources outside the South Asia
region.”

The secretariat of the Fund
will be located at the ICB office
in Dhaka

King of Bhutan had meoted
the idea of a fund in
1991 at the 6th SAARC sum-
mit in Colombe. The 8th
summit in New Delhi in May
last year endorsed the estab-

lishment of the three-window
SADF

mer gi the
two funds — SAARC Pund for
Regional Projects and SAARC
Regional Fund.

The three windows of the
SADF are: (1) Window for lden-
tification and Dewe t of
Projects. [2) Window Insti-
tutional and Human Resources

Development Pr . and (3)
Window for Social and Infras-
iructure Development Pro-
jects.
The, SAARC Fund for Re-
has so far iden-
tified recommended 13
projects. mostly large-scale
manulfact ones. for differ-
ent r nal countries. Of
those, with a total

investment outlay of about Tk
433 crore are for Bangladesh.

The feasibility costs of the

rojects were ne by the

Three hurt in
road accident

Three were injured
when the jeep of Kamal
Majumder, an MP-elect from
Dhaka-11 seat, was hit by a bus
on Dhaka-Aricha near
st bgeorrgy L i
i . e . *

itnesses said the MP-
elect, however, escaped un-
hmh:’;;l?ﬂapd
was :

The mishap occurred at
about 4:30 pm when the bus
driver tried to overtake the

jeep.

The injured — ward com-
missioner Mostafa Kamal. for-
mer ward commissioner KM
Zaman and Sramik League
leader Tofael Ahmed— were
given first aid at the Gono-
shastha Kendra.

A case was filed with Savar

male voters increased excep-
tionally all over the country
this year, women of those vil-
lages did not turn up to the
polling centres during the
June 12 election.

All efforts made by the
Election Commission, district
administration and NGOs were
totally failed despite massive
motivational campaign.

Director of a local NGO A

# Kabir., who took initiative to

bring the female voters to
polling centres told UNB that
there is a social restriction not

to cast female votes in the

area.

He said male members dis-
couraged and restricted their
females to cast votes adding
that motivation was
among the males first.

UP member Toazuddin said
he never saw female voters to
cast their votes in these vil-
lages during his life time. In
1970 election a UP chairman
faced serious problems when
he tried to bring the female
voters in the polling centres,
villagers said.

From page 1
support to uphold the peace
process.

President Arafat said the

ace accord was not between

LO and the Israeli Labour
Party only but an international
eement which emnjoyed the
full support and backing of the
international community.

Referring to the conditions
within the West Bank of Gaza,
he said severe hardship has
been caused by various mea-
sures enforced by the Israeli
government resul in a loss
of over six million US dollars a
day to Palestine which is far in
excess than donations and
contributions it had been re-
ceiving.

President Arafat stressed
that there should be a com-
prehensive Middle East
agreement which should en-
compass nol only Palestine bul
also Syria and Lebanon. He
that the Jerusalem
issue was not a
of Palestine mm
the international com ;
He pointed out that

Jerusalem is important to all

" Dhaka's support

religions and it belongs to
le of diverse faiths.

sident Arafat referred to
the strong support of the
European countries for the
Palestinian state hl.l':i said the
Eu Union proposed
for conclusion of joint trade
agreement with Palestine
Authority. The Eu Union
has already concluded similar
agreement with several Arab
countries like Morocco.
Tunisia and Egypt and now the
Union is keen to do the same
with Palestine to emphasise on
the i dent character and
status of the Palestine state.
This has been conveyed to the
Israeli Prime Minister, he
added.

Chief Adviser Rahman
briefed President Arafat on the
recent s in . He
refe in r the huge
voters' turnout including large
number of woinen voters.

President Arafat said he had
Bangladesh elec




