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Over bribes-for-favour scandal. | 5 killed in Afghan

CPI threatens to quit | .5.". 50"
Gowda's ooahtlon govt
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Accords with several parties slgmd

Netanyahu close to form

ple were killed and
wounded i clan Hghting hr
tween troops under the orders

of two milita commanders

NEW DELHI. June 17 : Deve Gowda is slated to ex- | loyal to Af F‘:an President new
coalition ' partner in the lmw pand his 12-member two-tier | Burhanuddin Rabbani. officials
overnment ol Prime Minister cabinet later this month after and witnesses said today, re

JERUSALEM, Junpe
Prime H.lruutrr elect Ben H.I:Ilin

bers. He was still

threatened to he proved his majority in the
with the United Tor

if leaders Lok Sabha onn June 12

ports AFP.
The fightin

tl:ung after reports that the prime

minister- dcct has chosen sev-

eve Gowda

withdraw su started three

volved in a bribery scandal "On the issue ol corruption d.a s ago in Guldara district, 30 Netanyahu ned coalition sim Party, which has l?m.u -rnll eral apolitical technecrats and
were inducted into the cabi- we will not budge an inch. Why netres (18 miles) north ol agreements wlt several reli- and with a party representing personal alligs instead of party
net, a newspaper said today, should we compromise We Ihbu! tnﬁg:rrd by a "family jous and centrist parties Russian-speaking immigrants veterans like Ariel Sharon for
reports AFP. may be a weak y but we are | dispute iween the two Sunday and appeared close to headed by former Soviet diss- key tions t
The Comununist Party of a principled party.” Mishra | commanders. a Defence Min- forming a new lsraeli govern- ident Natan Sharansky. which though the appointments
India (CPl) said it would not said “lt the prime minister ' ment, reports AP. has seven seats. are not cial. Israeli media

allow anw leaders of the United
Front ch with corruption
in a bribes-for-favour scandal
which claimed the scalps of
many politicians except the
Communists awear ago.

If the government falls. let
it fall," said Chaturanand
Mishra. a CP] leader told the

Asian Age newspaper. We are

opposed to it completely.”
The Communist Party of

India has 12 MPs in the 545-
member Lok Sabha

It has extended support to
Deve Gowda's 13-party United
Front government which took
office on June 1.

goes ahead we will take a prin-
cipled stand "

The Front leaders who al-
legedly accepted bribes frdm a
New hi husinessman and
returned favours include Shar-
ad Yadav of the Janata Dal
(People’'s Partyl N. D. Tiwari ol
the Congress (G) and Madh-
avrao Scindia a former Cong-
ressiman.

‘We will not change our
stand,” said Indrajit Gupta. a
seriior party leader of the CP1
"People who are involved in
the matters ol corruption ..
should not be included in the
ministry.” he sald.

ERIEFLY

Lll? spokesman said
he spokesman, who did
not identify the commanders.
said the two groups would be
“disarmed.’

Witnesses saul some casual
lies had been brought to Kabul
and clagshes were continuing,

Gowda to expand

cabinet

NEW DELHI. June 17 : In-
dian Prime Minister HD Deve
GowdaMteday said he would ex-
pand his 20-member cabinet
to make room for allies from
regional parties in the United
Front coalition government,

reports AFP.
Gowda, who heads a 13 -
arty alliance, said leaders

rom the Communist Party of
India and the regional Asom
Gana Parishad Party would find
a berth in his government after
the expansion of his cabinet on
Wednesday.

“The nsion will not be a
big one,” Gowda told reporters
at the headquarters of his
centrist Janata Dal (People's
l""f:l.ﬂ'.{l which heads the :

nited: Front Alliance with
46 members in parliament

Sudan tries to
ease differences
with Egypt

KHARTOUM, June 17 . Re
lerring to Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak as "mv bro
ther’, Sudanese leader Omai
cl-Bashir on Sunday sought to
assuage the man who accused
Sudan of trying to kill him,
reports AP.

El-Bashir said this week s

1

Netanyahu told Israel TV he
hoped to sign several more

eerpents late Sunday and be

le to present his government
to the Knesset for approval
Monday.

“We have work to do, " he
said after signing deals with
the redgious Shas and National
Religious Party and with the
Third Way. a group that nug=

rts peacemaking with the

alestinians but op any
compromise with Syria on the
Golan Heights.

With those agreements.
Netanyahu has the support of
35 out of 120 Knesset mem-

Sharansky aide Yuli Stern
said his party called Israel
with | ation, was delay-
ing a signature because it
wanied freedom to vote against
the government on religious
issues.

Palir}r guidelines for the

government — which
rnay l ill change — include
several rlaunl::n ely to be op-
posed by many secular Israelis
and world Jews — including a
monopoly over conversions for
the conservative Orthodox
stream of Judaism.

Tensions also eru
within Netanyahu's Likud

ted

have reported that Netanyahu
tapped Yitzhak Merdechai, a
former general whe joined

Likud seven months ago. as

defence mimister, and will re-
turn David Levy to his former
post as foreign minister.

In a surprise move, Net-
anyahu asked Bank of lsrael
director Jacob Frenkel, a for-
mer top International Momne-
tary Fund official. to be finance
minister. Frenkel s office said.

That has apparently an-
vered Ariel Sharon. a combat-
ive former defence minister
who was

Netanyahu's campaign

mstrumental in

Visiting Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri (L) is

welcomed by his Japanese counterpart Ryutaro Hashimoto
(R) priof to their talks at Hashimeto's official residence in

Tokyo. Hariri is here on a three-day visit to Japan.
“— AFP/UNB photo

Draft CTBT has met fierce
criticism in India

g &

A family of Hlumdwvllﬂru dit amidst the debris of their demuiuhrd huu.lunm luuth Bombay
on Saturday, two days after city authorities pulled down their sidewalk shanty as part of a

massive city-wide demolition that left about 100,000 people homeless.

NEW DELHI, June 17: A Mochan
draft Comprehensive Test Ban Hunthercﬂcbghum
Treaty (CTBT) which would in the treaty through which

outlaw puclear blasts Has met

fierce criticistm in India even
as western powers hail 11 as

cornerstone of arms control.

reports Reuter

Indian nlrlt'ﬁir Inllj’ll!

said the pact ich the 38-

member nation conference of

disarmament hopes te con-
clude by June 28 was flawed
and would cap the South Asian
mation s nuclear
without fully eliminating test-
ing

“These countries and other
cla r‘)pfl’ boys of arms control
and non-proliferation will have
you believe the CTBT is the
greatest invention of mankind
since sliced bread,” said secu-

rity affairs analyst C Raja

capability

_r.ltt

you can drive a truck.”

New Delhi has refused to
sign the CTBT uniess it in-
cluded a time-table for disar-
mament by the declared nu-

clear — Britain, France,
the United States. China and
Fassia

But pressure has mounted
on New Delhi since China said
on June 6 said it was willing to
drop its demand that the
treaty allow for "peaceful nu-

if the CTBT's aim is the
eventual elimination of nuclear
weapons, then the nuclear
states should commit

themselves to at least a no-
ttonal date, even if it is 20056,

2020. whatever.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Arab summit would be ideal for

Mount Ruapehu on New Zealand's North Island erupts
violently yesterday, sending a thick cloud of ash 10 kilome-
tres into the atmosphere. Scientists have issued an
alert level of three fearing bigger explosions may follow.

— AFP/UNB photo

Netanyahu to visit Jordan Eg¥p

Israeli Frimf Minister-elect Benjamin Netan}'alm
Jordan and Egvpt in the next month to discuss Middle East
ce moves, his spokesman said yesterday. Reuter reports
om Jerusalem.

"He wnll visit both those countries in the next mﬂnth
although an exact time frame hasn't been established
They're willing té6 host us whenever we can come but we rst
want to set pull guidelines so there's samething to discuss,”
Netanvahu's spokesman Michael Stoltz told Reuters.

Storm death toll now 80 in Yemen:

At least 80 people were killed and dozens more were missing
after violent storms and rain thrashed central Yemeén. the
official Saba news agency said Sunday, AFP reports from
Sanaa.

Hcav?' rains have hit the region of Shabwa, 300 kilometers
(190 miles) east of Sanaa, since Thursday, sweeping away 66
houses, destroying three bridges and cutting u::-IPe]Pﬂritiw to
much of the region, the news agency said. Authorities have
launched a large search and rescue operation, but have been
hampered by the continuing rain, with many towns being
completely cut oil; the agqlcy added.

Blast kills 6 in Lebanon: . cxiosion

killed at least six Palestinians and wounded nine in a bml-:lmg
next to a refugee camp in South Lebanon yesterday moming,
security sources said, Reuter reports from Sidon. Lebanon.
They said the blast occurred in a two- storey residential
building housing supporters of the Fatah group of Palestinian
Liberation Organisation leader Yasser Arafat just outside Ain
El-Hilweh Re u%] ee Camp near the southern city of Sidon. A
woman and ild were amnn% the dead. witnesses said. It
was not immediately cle ar what had caused the explosion.

65 die in Yemnen flood so far: vo.

than 65 people were bc=lieved killed dozens missing and
‘hundreds made homeless in the worst floods to hit the
impoverished Arab state Of Yemen gfficial sources said on
Sunday, Reuter reports fron: Aden.

They said unprecedented rains on Friday and Saturday in
the eastern provinces of Haclramout Marib and Shabwa also’
caused widespread damage with hundreds of homes and
farms affected. The sourcess said authorities were still
working to determine the final number of victims and assess
ga“:d djlmage The rain stopped on Saturday night residents

580 Indonesian die d'urin in '96:
At least 580 Indonesian Muslinis died during thc haj

l%ﬂ mage to Saudi Arabia this year, Religious Affairs Minister
armidzi Thaher said yesterday,

Reul'er reports from Jakarta.
"About 0.3 per cent (of 195,000 Ii;ﬂﬂ ple who went on the
haj) died because of illness during the pilgrimage this year,

em{q;ar the average incidence of Indonesians c_lmnﬁ durin
is between 0.2 p-er cent to 0.4 per cent,” €r s

resolving the two countries’
differences.

“We are attending this con-
ference with an open heart
and are ready to n:ﬂtw all bi-
lateral differences.” El-Bashir
said at a press canference.

Relations betlween Egypt
and Sudan soured aflier El-
Bashir staged a 1989 military
coup and installed an Islamic
government., and deteriorated
again after Mubarak accusecd
Sudan of trying to assassinate
him in June, 1995,

Egypt. has demanded that
Sudan turn over three
Egyptians wanted in the attack
in the Ethiopian capital Addis
Ababa, and the UN Security
Council has imposed diplo-
maticsanctions against Sudan
for refusing.

US, France sign
secret accord to
share nuclear
weapons data

WASHINGTON. June 17
France and the United Stales
have signed a secret accord to
share muclear weapons dala,
the Washington Post reported
in Monday editions. reporls
Reuter.

The paper, quoting US and
diplomatic officials. said the
accord would draw US and
French nuclear weapons scien-
tists into a much closer al-
liance, so that each nation can
help the other maintain its nu-
clear arsenal after an expected
international treaty bans all
test explosions.

Under the reement, the
United States will share com-

uter data drawn from simu-

ated explosions, information
considered so sensitive that it
has previously been shared
with only one US ally, Britain.

Tragic!

TOKYO, June 17: Two infant
bovs locked in a car with the
windows shut in Tokyo's mid-
day summer heat died of de-
hydration while their mother
played Japan's national pas-
time of ‘pacinko’ for several
hours. police said today. re-
ports Reuter.

A police spokesman said
the mother was being investi-
ated for negligence in the

eaths.

The 25-year-old woman
played pacinko, Japan's, ver-
sion of pinball, from 10:30 am
to about 1 pm, on Saturday:.

The spokesman said the
checked the state of the one
and two-year-old boys several
times but just by looking
through the shut Wmdnws of
the car,

India wants to include

Myanmar, Afghanistan
in SAARC bloc

NEW DELHI. June 17! India
wollld like to include Myanmar
and Afghanistan in the South
Asian regional grouping, Indian
Foreign Minister | K Gujral
sald in an interview published
ml;liy. reports AFP.

€ told the Indian Express
that India would suggest brin-
ing Afghanistan and Myanmar
Burmal into the South Asian
Association for Regignal Coo-
peration (SAARC) block. which
also includes Bangladesh, Bhu-
tan. Maldives, Nepal. Pakistan
and Sri Lanka.

"The difficulties in incorpo-
rating both Mvanmar and Afgh-
anistan are internal ’ Gujral
said. 'But once the South Asian
Preferential Trading Agree-
ment (SAPTA) takes off 1 hope
these lwo nations will overc-
ome the difficulties and coope-
rate.

The South Asian preferen-
tial trading agreement aims to
dismantle trade and tariff bar-
riers among SAARC members.

‘Economic co-operation is
vital in the post-Cold War era.”
Gujral said. "SAARC has lrav-
elled some distance bult it
needs to pursue its objectives

with greater vigour.

The Indian Express news
paper said Gujral's mention of
Myanmar was significant “in
view of the active efforts hy
\:d’es;;:! nations to ostracise
the itary me in Ya I,

"India ha:!i'llmml its nﬁﬁght
behind the dominant Asian
view against the ostracism of
Myanmar." the newspaper said.

Gujral said India's final
stand on the on-going negotia-
nons in Geneva for a Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT)
would represent a national
consensus on the issue.

“The ultimate criteria for
what we do in Geneva will be
national interest.” Gujral said.
“The nuciear powers are un-
willing to go along with India
on nuclear disarmament. So
we will have to look out for our
OWT1 security,

“The nuclear tests have not
sto even at this stage of
CTBT talks. They add to our
concern about India's security
interests.” Gujral said.

India exploded an atomic
device in 1974 but insists that
its nuclear programme is
stncl]}' for peaceful purposes.

'Human activity
changing world
weather patterns'

FORT LAUDERDALE. Flori-
da. June 17 A panel of inter
national scientists has reached
a consendus that human acti-
vity Is changing world weather
patterns, reports AFP.

The intergovernmental pa-
nel on climate change, a board
of international scientists, this
month found “a discernible
human influence” on global
climate,

After a 10-year study the
panel concluded that the
planet could he warming be-
cause of the Greenhouse effect
— the buildup of gases released
during the burming of fossil fu-
els. Those gases, soimne hypoth-
esise, trap the sun's ener

Scientists have recorded a
rise in the earth's average
temperature over the past 50
years, accelerating as the use
ol fossil fuels increased.

‘It seems to me the evi-
dence is growing that man has
something to do with it said
Julian McCreary, dean of the
Oceanographic centre at Nova
Southeastern University. But
it's by no means a proven fact".

Global w could cause
more ocean water to evapo-
rate, bringing more rain and
snow to some areas, experts
said.

“The Duke of Edlnhurgh The Queen PI‘IHCEE'-? Mlchael unnamed The Queen Mﬂther
Prince Michael, The Duke of Kent and The Prince of WEIEE on the balcony of Buckingham

Palace, saluting the crowd after Queen's birthday ceremony.

Blast kills 2 in Pakistan: two peopi.

one of them soldier, were killed and nine= wounded whcn a

bomb

exploded on a bus in Pakistan's Punjab province, the

nfﬁclal newga?ency APP reported yesterday, Reuter reports

from Islama

It said the bomb, planted under a seat ncar the middle of

the bus. went off on Sunday evenin
120 km (75 miles] southeast of

near the fown of Kharian,
slamabad. More than 50

people have been killed and scores wounded inn a mysterious
series of bomb blasts in Punjab province since Apﬂl

o0

hit China in 1995,
before, o
reports from Bei

Eight of the i'rlztgnnn

an 18.5

14,000, it quoted a

western Yunnnn

qkuakes hit China in '95:

ring more than 5.0 on the Richter i:
per cent increase froin the year
the Xinhua Hm Agency said on Sunday, Reuter-

measured more than 6.0 magnitude
on the open-ended Richter Scale and one was
TD Xinhua said. They killed 78 people and
as sa

»er than
injured more than
. The worst eartliquake
province on

struck Digiwu
1995, killing 52 people and leaving 13.815

injured, it said.

‘US Sen.

MancheStér blast: Another pressure ploy from Sinn

BELFAST, Northern Irela-
nd, June 17: Last week the
leader of the IRA-allied Sinn
Fein party stood outside the
locked gates of Northern Irel-
and’'s new peace talks, plead-
ing that he came armed only
with votes, reports AP.

On Saturday, with a truck
bomb in the heart of Manch-
ester, England, the Irish Repu-
blican my reminded the
world of what happens when
Sinn Fein doesn't get its way.

The bomb, which wounded
more than 200 civilians and
caused millions of dollars in
dam
Sinn Fein will be .welcome at
the negotiating table any time
S00N. '

It is locked out from the
talks — mediated by President
Clinton's s envoy, former
eorge Mitchell —

. makes it unlikely that

until

e

OfT the Record

Singing condom!

BUDAPEST, Hungary : The nation that produced Liszt,
Bartok and Kodaly is making a new contribution te the world
ol music: The serenading condom. reports AP

The prophylactic works like a musical greeting card, be-
ginning the mclﬂd]r as it is unrolled. Users can choose be-
lween (wo tunes: "Arise. Ye Worker,” an old Communist ditty,
and another entitled 'You Sweet Little Dumbbell.”

Ferenc Kovacs, who patented the condom and contracted .

with a rubber factory to prodhice 100 samples, said he hadn't
decided how mpch te charge eustomers.

| believe it'll be so popular that thanks to the sales val-
ume. | will be able to set a competitive prict." he said.

Ray of hopes

for millions

WASHINGTON: High dose of saquinavir. an anti-retroviral

agent, are effective in blocking reproduction of the HIV virus
that causes AIDS and has few side effecis, according to a new

:-.s'-tah:._lu:!l?;~ reports AFP.

% Food and Drug Administration, which appreves
drugs for use, recommends 1 800 milligrams daily t the
new study found that considerable hle'u:r doses were more
effective, according to a study published in the Annals of
Internal Medicine on Friday.

This study found that a dose of 7,200 milligrams daily was
considerably more effective in raising the rate of CD-4 cells,
key to the human immune system, then a dose of 3.800 mil-
ligrams, the study found.

The higher dose also reduced the amount of HIV virus in
the bloodstream.

Researchers also found that the higher dosages had no
more or worse side effects than the smaller amount.

Side effects include abdominal discomfort, Vomiting, di-
arrhoea, headache and dizziness.

Turkish official confirms routine movements
'Syrian troop movement
were not almed at

: —AFP/UNB photo

ANKARA, June -
Turkish army crffh:ial tudﬂy
confirmed recent movements-
of Syrian troops along the
Turkish border but said they
were not aimed at Turkey.

The source also told AFP
that there had been Turkish
troop movements on the
Turkish side of the border, but
added : "These are routine
movements which -have noth-
ing to do with Syria."”

It was the first ofticial con-
firmation of recent press re-
ports on the troop movements
along the two countries' com-
mon borders. i

Sunday the semi-official
Anatolia news a(fcncy reported
that Syria had massed ar-
moured units in areas on the
Syrian-Turkish border, but a
Syrian official with the Arab

ague ruled put armed con-
ict.

Anatolia quoted Syrian and

Turkish trat?e-l who said they

had seen Syrian armoured ve-

hicles advancing towards the

Turkish border as well as ar-

mnured units posted in m:l
T'.hc

did not
the pru nces where tlr-
moured units were but its re-

port was dated from Huang:l.
close to Mardin near the -
_dﬂhccﬂrdmg to the London-
based Saudi daily Al-Hayat on
Saturday, Syria' "moved around
40,000 soldiers to border ar-
cas with Turkey” after reports
that Ankara was behind four
bomb blasts in the country

Travellers arriving in '
Damascus from the Turkish-
Syrian border spoke of tension
there as well as gunfire from
the Turkish side which "seems
to be on a permanent state of
alert,” Al-Hayat said.

the IRA restores the
ceasefire It ended in Febru

The talks aim at findin
way to gopvern Northern Ire-
land that is acceptable to the
province's pro-British Protes-
Smt majority and its Irish

tholic minority, and end
violence that has killed 3,200
people since 1969.

With the Manchester bomb,
it might seem that the IRA has
undercut Sinn Fein leader
Gerry Adams and that the Sinn

Fein-IRA movement is split

between g peace or war to
obtain its goal of a united

. Irela
Bgt the timing suggests the

ul:{ 1tﬂ

The IRA though officially
back at war with Britain since
a February 9 Bombing in
London that killed two men,
had not set off a bomb for

Adams bui

- 10 parties could

seven weeks.

time helped
d up support among
wavering Catholics for the May
30 election in Northern lre-
land that determined which
articipate in
the talks. Sinn Fein — cam-
Falgning on the slogan "vote
or peace” — scored its highest
vote share ever, 15.5 per cent.
+ Sunday's explosion came
within a few hours of an em-
barrassing admission by the
IRA that its -members had
killed an Irish police officer
and wounded another in a
bungled robbery in Western
Ireland June 7. The incident

That clulet
i

cauud profound shock in the
Irish Re uhlic and raised ques-
tions about whether the IRA

wlaa in contrel of its own peo-
ple.
"They see human lives in

F ein, IRA

cle of death and destruction.

Manchester as trivia.to be used

up in cynical news manage-
ment,” Irish Prime Minister
John Bruton said. "The cyni-
cism is all the more evident
when one bears in-mind that
the all-party talks, so long the
roclaimed demand nf the
Sinn Fein-IRA) movement, are
now already available to them if
only the | would renounce
this sort of atrocity.”

From the IRA's point of
view. however, big bombs pay
dividends.

Britain kept up secret con-
tacts with the IRA despite —

or, some would say, because of

— enormously’ destructive

bombings in London's financial

district in April 1992 and
again a year later.

Just' 19 days after the 17-
month-old IRA ceasefire ended
on February 9. the British and

Irish gnvcrnmcnts announced
a date for

Northern Irelan
had lon

being barred from the talks.
Sinn Fein leaders may be con-

dent that the talks won't go
anywhere and isolated from
blame, if they fail.

rock solid. He is the most able
politician in Northern Ireland, »

province back into the old cy-

The loyalists' -ability to
maintain their own ceasefire
for 20 months has been ar-
guably theé biggest, most wel-
come surprise of the peace
Process.

In March, after three IRA
bombings in London. the Com-
bined Lovalist Military Com-
mand in Belfast said that the
IRA could not on threat-
ening British cities "without a
telling response.’

c{Jarty talks in
. as Sinn Fein

demanded.

But despite their protests at

tent to stay outside — confi-

Adams’' leadership appears

deflectin criticism with Some l'n}’llill leaders. how-
Fharll-t]] and argument. He also ever. have said they will hold
-F asises there will be n0, ., fire so long as the IRA
split — meaning he will not/ .o ricts its campaign to
condemn [RA attacks, E
The big fear is that IRA vio- - @and.
lence will eventually provoke So the IRA clings to its wild
the pro-British "loya hnt" &m- card, a new , until it
men on the Protestgn believes it can maximuim
retaliate, and ptun;c the ratitude and concessions

rom its opponents.



