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A Bold, Healthy Move

Jatiya Party has reaffirmed their decision to
support Awami League to attain parliamentary
majority and accordingly form the government.
They have done it in a very convincing manner,
laying at rest reports of difference in the party on
the point.

This is one healthy thing to happen to our
post-election situation swamped as it is with

mean claims by defeated parties of large scale

rigging. The JP support committed so early in
the day cuts very decisively at the chances of

horse-trading which could be a most normal

thing for the party to indulge in the strategic sit-
uation they are now placed. In fact, the irrepress-
ible Nazmul Huda has shouted out what the BNP
had uppermost in their mind from day one of the
countdown to AL power — June 13 that is — re-
sisting by all means an AL takeover, if necessary
by offering Prime Ministership to JP. The party
has very curtly denied any possibility of a build-up
on BNP's wish of roping in JP. What we appreci-
ate in JP's bold action is its clear position taken
so early in the game. Moreover, they have very
wisely desisted from putting Ershad on the auc-
tion block or throwing their support to whoever
promises to free the boss, though we cannot rule
out the possibility of some hidden agenda, to
come to light at a later stage.

AL on its part should not rush foolishly to reap
the most from this windfall of a support. They
have to weigh seriously the political pluses and
minuses of accepting support from a party and
persons who were accessories to autocracy and
who are yet to abjure in public their deeds and
their faith in eating out of the hands of one man
and forcing the nation to do so. The JP support ,
however, speaks of a long journey they have made
towards maturity as politicians which should
mean an ability to appreciate that these are the
times far changed from when Ershad imposed
themselves on a traumatised and hapless nation.
The nation has right now refused to give way to
terror — anymore. There can now be no question
of usurpation of all of state's powers by one indi-

vidual or group or party.

We welcome the JP action as it, by supporting
the majority party, helps make things cleaner in
the augean stable of Bangladesh politics.

Provisional ADP

The caretaker government is bequeathing a
development programme for the next fiscal year
to the newly elected government. It has been a
bold, visionary and forward-looking initiative on
its part when only days are left for the new fiscal
year to begin and for this government to hand
over power to the elected government.

The caretaker government could decide to rest
on the oars of its success in the principal mission
of. holding the elections and pass whatever little
time is left of its tenure in a state of repose be-
fore the next government came in. And the temp-
tation to do so was all the greater in a context
where the external resource line-up was an un-

known quantity and one had to make room for
the economic philosophy and policy initiatives of
a brand new government.

So, it is with some character and commitment
that the caretaker government has prepared this
provisional development budget. And in terms of
directional thrusts on meeting the challenges of
the economy it commends itself as a framewprk
of suggestions by expert practitioners. The pri-
oritisation of poverty alleviation and development
of human resources and infrastructural facilities
cannot have any detractors. The raising of gov-
ernment contribution to the ADP to 47 per cent
hinges critically on efficient revenue collection
which should be well within our power to mate-
rialise. But then it is the government borrowing
{cr:;nh the banking system that must be kept on

It has been cautious — we believe to a fault —
that a "core ADP" of .Tk 11,300 crore has been
envisaged within the overall ADP worth Tk
12,500 crore to overcome resource constraints
that might hit the fiscal year half-way through.
Our hope is that the newly-elected government
will be well-received in the corridors of donor
governments and multilateral agencies soon after
it is inducted so that it will be able to pool
enough external resources for completing its pri-
ority projects.

Emerging Alliance

A geo-political alliance is taking shape between
Moscow and Beijing. It is designed against per-
ceived western interference in their traditional
spheres of influence, so says an IPS report. Russia
dreads the prospect of NATO's expansion into
eastern and central Europe while China views
with concern the obstacle that a sizeable pres-
ence of US troops in Asia could pose to the reuni-
fication of Taiwan with the mainland and to Bei-
jing's eventual claim to the disputed territory in
South China Sea waters.

Moscow has turned to Far East, it is said, after
being chaﬁ:ed at the western democracies not
regarding mlin as an f:ﬂ;:nal partner, so goes a
surmise from Russia. On the other hand, a mili-
tary analyst from Beljing says that China is keen
on securing her borders with Russia in order that
she can turn her attention to the South-East.

Closely on the heels of Clinton visits to South
Korea and Japan in April Yeltsin made a trip to
Beijing, his second since 1992. The harvest
rea in the bilateral relations between Moscow
and Beijing was substantial enough : Russian-Chi-
nese joint declaration on international policy co-
operation in the Asia-Pacific region together with
agreements on military aid and projects relating
to energy, transport and communications sectors.
,Jhey have also signed 'no-strike first' nuclear ac-
cords setting their bilateral relationship on a firm
footing.

Yeltsin remains the western favourite and if he
wins the June 16 election he will be the toast of
i the G-7, to be sure. In the ultimate analysis, how-
ever, Russia may see the wisdom of maintaining
a balance between its Western and Eastern poli-

cles.
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ITH the swearl n
of Mr. H.D. Deve -
da as Prime Minister
ol India, apparently the bunch
ol opportunists have at last
suceeeded In coming together
to share the power al the
Centre. However, coming (o
power has been describe
most of the United Front
leaders as the vicltory of the
secularism and social justice
but the fact ins that it was
sheer lure of power. Had it
been not so the United Front,
which till the other day was so
intmical to the Congress ty
and critical of its puﬂ::cl
would have never sought the
support to form the govern-
ment at the Centre. knowing
fully the complications in-
volved. In fact, if the United
Frent had even an iota of con-
cern for issues like secularism
and social justice, probably
instead of piggynding the back
of Congress it would have al-
lowed the Congress to pig-
gyride its own back
What cannot be denjed is
the fact that after the BJP it
was the Congress which got
the peoples mandate There
fore, the United Front should
have offered the issue-based
support to the Congress in
stead of deciding tv form the
government itself on the
strength ol loose federal par
ties. By doing so, not only the
United Front would have been
able to insulate itself from all
the contradictions as being
faced by it now but also com-
pelled the Congress to agree
on the reversal of some polf
cies which according to the UF
leaders were anti people
Thus, on one hand the UF
would have found some reflec
tion of its agenda in the
Congress policies and on the
other, also usurped the role of
E entary democracy is to
ensure that elected
representatives of the people
run the government to serve
people’'s interest Thus,
serving people's interest is the
ultimate in the system. But,
the reality has been somewhat
farcical for Bangladeshis In-
deed. democracy is a process
of achieving a fjust and
equitable society. We have just
initiated this and have got a
long way to go with it. In '90
we had a turning point only.
And, after cx?rrifm‘iug the
recent political crisis, which
battered our economy severely,
we cannot say that we really
have achieved something re-
markable over the period till
date. Social changes are con-
tinuous, but slow. So. we can-
not expect any major change
very quickly. Albeit, we can
think of an efficient continua-
tion of the system which,
thereby can bring in some
positive changes in a compara-
tively accelerated pace. To do
this, we shall have to compre-
hend the drawbacks of the
system first. then initiate the
corrective changes.
Understanding Political
Power as a Collective Good
The major setback of our
system and democratic au-
orities is that, instead of
creating favourable environ-
ment for people, it very often
produced undesirable situa-
tions. Thus, can be perceived
as a collective failure of people.
Collective failure occurs in the
'market of a collective good. In
fact. political power is a collec-
tive good in the power market
of a country where democracy

SSENTIALLY parliam-
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Sehgal's article

Sir. Reference to Sindh po-
lice vengeance in Karachi in
Ikram Sehgal's article in your
esteemed daily of May 31 is
nothing but a figment of wri-
ter's imagination and highly
exaggerated. There is no doubt
that in a democratic set-up,
law enforcing authorities stand
fully accountable to the people
and police excesses if they do
take place are thoroughly in-
vestigated. Bul to idealise stray
examples to discredit a profes-
sional force is both unfair and
Wrong.

Police is a disciplined force
in a democratic society re-
sponsible for safety and secu-
rity of the voters and citizens
who have voted the govern-
ment to power. There is no
sign of anarchy in Punjab but
perhaps in the mind of the
writer who fails to perceive
humming political activity
characteristic of democratic
No democratic
set-up in the world can func-
tion against the wishes of the
people and to bring peace is
the primary duty of the elected
government whatever the cost

ma¥bc.

he present elected gov-
ernment's achievement to bri-
ng normalcy to a sprawling city
like Karachi is reflective of the
respect it has for its citizens
who also require a fair deal
from the writer.

Najam Zulfigar

C/o High Commission for
Pakistan

Dhaka

Rape of Marzina

Sir., As a member of Am-
nesty International, 1 feel 1
haye to write to you about the
plight of many young ‘Frlu who
are brutally raped and tortured
and many of whom under po-
lice custody. | implore the
government to take a stand
and stop this violation of hu-
_man rights.

I would also like to bring to
your attention the case of
Marzina a 14-year-old girl who
allegedly was raped by three

Contradictions

Shnp!yhmm!hmﬁmioﬂhcwiyundﬂ;r

ministers than sacrificing their government for the sake of the United Front at the Centre, it would

the BJP as a sole opposition
arty [by extending issue-
ased support to the
Congress).

Probably, having known the
natural inclination of most of
its leaders the United Front
leadership knew that {f it
failed to stake claim for power
it would not be able to keep its
flock in tact. That in any case
is still doubtful because there
is no other commonality be-
tween them except the lust for
power. This realisation was
very much evident during the
course of meeting of regional

leaders K nanidhi.
handrababu Naidu, G K.
Moopanar and Prafulla Kumar
Mahanta who despite the
main constituents of the
United Front seemed reluctant
to jp the government. After a
long persuasion by Mr V. P
Singh they agreed to join the
government but under a new
dispensation of Federal Front
Clearly. the reluctance on the
part of these leaders stems out
of their apprehension. which
I8 also the apprehension of

people. that how long such a
government will bhe able to
govern the country with con
tradictions

All the parties like the
DMK, TDP Naidu. Tamil
Maantla Congress and the

Asom Gana Parishad have got
the mandate ®f the people
against the Congress and to
provide good governance in
their respective states Joinin
the likes ol the National an
Left Front by these regional

Is a process of accumulation
and distribution of power

When people of a constituenc

sclect a representative lhruug‘h
a voting mechanism. He/she is
given the power of together:
ness of the people of that
constituency. In the next step,
the representatives of all con-
stituencies together form the
parliament. Thus. the parlia-
ment becomes the powerhouse
of the nation. This now (s the
execulive wer or the gov:
ernment which 1s used in the
management ol public good.
Virtually, democratic voting
mechanism both in the con-
stituency and the parliament is
to consolidate people's opinion
to produce a betler decision
lor to reach the social opti-
mum). Now. letsus look at the
formation of our collectiveness
in contrast to the ideal situa-
tion. It is often complained
that our electoral itself
is faulty. and most of the elec-
tions were not free and fair.
This issue has been over ac-
centuated over the last two
years that elections should be

conducted by an impartial,
non-political caretaker gov-

ernment. But. it implies that
people do not have confidence
and trust 1in politcal leader-
ship when political parties
should have been the ple's
institutions. Moreover, the
process ol establishing the
carctaker government itself
was questioned to undemo-
cratic and su ted that when
the process itself was faulty
how efficient the product

could be. However. there is no
doubt that the caretaker gov-
ernment has taken a sincere
effort to hold a free and fair
election

and people have

T

men. uclhuding two policemen,
tiear the railway station at
Chuadanga. 1 understand these
nien have not yet been brought
to justice. | teel this case
should be brought out into the
open. And all concernd bro-
ught to justice.

P Walmsley
Austerheim
Sala 4050. Nonvay

Why Sher-e-Bangla?

Sir. We like to draw your
kind attention to a special
supplement on election mani-
festo of "Awami League” pub-
lished in tz'mur daily on 9th
June. In the supplement pic-
ture of four great Bengali lead-
ers have been published. The
respected leaders are Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
nmian. sher-e-Bangla A K Fazlul
Haque, Mr HussainShahid Suh-
rawardy and Moulana Abdul Ha-
mid Khan Bhashani. The slogan
above the picture was that ’ﬁ'u':
symbol of the great Bengalees
ol the century is "Boat."

The history we know about
the four great leaders does not
include anywhere that Sher-e-
Bangla A K Fazlul Haque was
ever an Awaini League party
meniber. nor ever be utilized
"Boat” as his symbol any time
during his political career. It is
therefore beyond our rational
understanding as to why his
picture was published in the
Awami League manifesto ?

A curious citizen
Dhakn

Dividend warrants
and allotment result

Sir, Dividend and interest
warranis on shares and deben-
tures are sent to the regis-
tered shareholders by the
companies, soon after holding
their AGM.

However, it becomes quite
costly for those shareholders
who live outside Dhaka. where
the warrants are required to
be collected from a designated
bank localed in Dhaka. The
bank charges on the collec-

Eﬂ-ln. in fact. has no appro-
tion of the people because at
the tiine of elections there was
neither any alliance of the Na-
tional Front with these re-
gional parties nor people voted
in their favour in the Lok
Sabha elections.

Therefore. it is unlikely that
the failure of the coalition
United Front government at
the Centre will not cast its
shadow on the credibility of
the DMK-TMC. TDP Naidu and
AGP governments in states
Besides, these nal parties
have some fundamental differ-
ences on various political and
economic issues with many
United Front constituents.
Such differences will always
keep Prime Minister Deve
(Gowda on tenterhooks He will
have to tread very cautiously
because giving rise to any ac-
rimony wou mean inviting
trouble for himself Demands
such as for more central funds
toe Andhra Pradesh Chan-
drababu Naidu or for fair deal
in resolving the Cauvery water
dispute K Karunanidhi,
have in any case all the ingre-
dients of creating rancour.

It is only a matter of time
when these chiefl ministers
start asserting themselves for
secking more pound of flesh
against their gesture of helping
the United Front to come to
power. To run the government
in states the national issues in
any case would take a back seat
compared to the state issues
Simply because the survival of
the party and the leadership

enough confidence in the func:
tioning of this Interim author-
ity. the doubt now Is cast on
the formation and functiont

of the 7th parliament an

when it will actually be the fi-
nal product of the entire effort.

Market Imperfection and
Collective Failure

Collective lailure occurs in
an unperfect market with in-
complete/imperfect informa-
tion and monopolistic prac-
tices Our power market in fact
is underdeveloped or disguised
or informal in most of the
laces. Sufficient flow of per-
ect information is almost un-
noticed. This insufficiency of
course remains far below than
1S generally expected in a non-
cooperalive game siructure,
where political power market
is analogous to a non- ra-
tive oligopolistic market. Our
case is even worse. Voters to a
large scale are not consclous
and aware of their righteous-
ness. because of illiteracy and
communication gap between
different levels of the power
structure. From the electorate
stand point the consequences
of different policy changes of
the government are not well
perceived. For example, tax
expenditure policy is one of
the most important public de-
cision which is reflected in the
price variable of the traded
commodities. Electorate, be-
cause of not having much
knowledge about the incidence
of taxation policy changes,
often pays unusual prices.
From the politician's stand
point. may be this is one of the

* fact

tioni. particularly ol the [oreign
and private banks are high and
in some cases found to be
more than the dividend
amount! 5o0. it is suggested thal
the compaiiies arrange to des-
ignate a bank in Chittagong
and other main district towns,
for payment of dividend and
interest warrands.

Secondly. applicants in the
public issue ol shares have to
fired out the result of the al-
lotinents lrom the registered
ollice ol the companies which
are mainly in Dhaka. or {rom
the notice-board of DSE. To
aovercome this problem of dis-
tance. I would suprest that the
full list of successtui allotments
of shares/debentures be sent
to all the bankers to the issue
so that the applicants can
know their result from them.

For the betlerment of the
small investors the Securities
and Exchange conimission may
look into these miatlers.

Khurrum Malik

Chief Executive

Trust Investment Services
Hossain Chamber (]st Floor]
105, Agrabad C'/A. Chiltagong

Honour of police
officers

Sir, It has come to the at-
tention of my Amnesty [nter-
national group that young girls
in Bangladesh are not safe
from sexual harassment. Apart
from the reports on rape, we
are currently focusing on a 14-
year-old girl named Marzina
who was raped by three men
on 10 f}ctngrr 1995, Two of
these men were policemen.
Aren’t the police in Bangladesh
to protect civilians from atroc-
ities such as these? There was
another 14-year-old girl raped
and killed on 24 August 1995
while in police custody! 1 hope
that the police officers con-
cerned are brought to justice.

| would like to encourage
the people of Bangladesh to
stand up against such brutality.
Where there is solidarity and
numbers there is power to
change a corrupt system. No
man or woman who is capable

would be of utmost i

for the chief ministers than
sacrificing their government
for the sake of the United
Front at the Centre it would
remain fraught with the dan-
ger of falling under the burden
of its own contradictions.

The symp
resulting into full
mialaise have already begun to
appear The Veteran Janata Dal
leader Biju Patnaik. who prob-
ably wants to be seern’as senile.
has already thrown the span-
ner by his intentions
clear that he would not mind
raising the banner of rebellion
lest he is sidelined by the
United Front. As a matter of
he has already been

dumped as cipher in t

affairs. He is too Imﬂ&
the fact that those who are
much junjor to him have as
sumed the role of a kingmaker
Even all is not well in Janata
Dal at state level.

Regional satraps have ex-
pressed their indignation over
the decision of the Janata Dal
leaders for seeking support
from the Congress in forming
the government at the Centre.
They have argued that they
sought votes and fought elec
tions criticising the antipoor
and pro-rich policies of the
Congresa. Now in a volte-face
the Janata Dal has no reserva-
tion in seeking Congress sup-
port. :

Many state Janata Dal lead-
ers are'finding too embarrass-
ing to face the Congress party
in state assemblies where it is

reasons for what this impor
tant issue could be
the major political parties In
their electoral manifestoes
Another transactory cycle of
the same sort can be sited. Be
cause of inability to use per-
sonal and community informa-
lion € cannot get organ-
ised to fight for some collec-
tive interest. Once they are not
organised politicians do not
find them as important. The
larmers Iin the recent past, by
laying down their lives for
lertiliser, hardly could achieve
anything. From the politician's
viewpoint organising this
ﬁmup would have bLeen an ad-
dition to their power But
somehow this communication
gap was not patched up. Unfor-
tunately, the opposition lead-
Erlﬂat ll'm}.1 time, in spite of
cealing with a timely people's
iIssue, were addressing some
constitutional complexities
which were going above the
head of the general mass.
When, because of strikes and
turmoils a poor day labourer
lost his very basic right to go
for earn is bread, he, never
could realise how opposition
leaders were fighting for his
right only! Thus for the dis-
ability to use the timely and
itional information on one
and people fail to be organ-
ised to further their self-inter-
est in the form of peace and
stability, and on the other
hand politicians failed to con-
form more of votes and to ac-
cumulate more of power. The
leaders remain widely unaware
of their exact popularity which
in turn may instigate them to
adopt unfair means in the elec-

toms eventually
blown

the main party.

opposition
Privately. these leaders have

started admitting that the na-

tional leadership is in the grip

of power brokers who are
more concerned of their polit-
ical fortunes than of the
or the workers. Gr
the dissension is going to be
more acute and it
reflected in the resignation of
Delhi Janata Dal president.
gﬁr D{nfﬁch;—bcarcrs and hun-
8 lllp]:ﬂ lers.
Besides the Janata Dal, even
its constituents TDP Naidu in
Andhra Pradesh and DMK-

T™C in Tamil Nadu have found

themselves in the same
predicament. Similar is the
dilemma the Congress has
B}“H‘ itself in e ially in

est Bengal where the
animosity between the Left
Har[i-ea and the Congress is
endish. With such peculiar
problems it seems unlikely
that Congress will extend
support to the United Fromt
i itely or even the United
Front c partners will be
able to work in cohesion

By assu { the mantle of
prime ministership. Mr. Deve
Gowda has indeed brought
glory to his personal creden-
tials. his state and mative vil-
lage but by no means his eleva-
tion is any indication of the
victory for either the third
force or the secular forces or
the saviours of social justice
Even in his victory. in fact Mr
Deve Gowda has been van-
quished

as already

Hecause the same set

— Hallmark of United Front

Alok Verma writes from New Delhi
leadership would be of utmost importance for the chief

their desire. today have cata-
pulted by Mr. Gowda to reach

shy away in pulling the ru
from under his feet So -

Undoubtedly Mr.
Gowda. having known the in-
herent dangers, deserves to be
profusely complimented. What
still is his )
that he

ideological cohesion by agree-
ing to draw u

minimum wor nda.
Confronted with political
uncertainty it is hoped that
history not repeat  itself
and the coalition unlike in the
past will strive for
reasonable sustenance
success this time. No doubt

the coalition
will hopeful

t. he
steer India
t one the most criti-
cal ;ﬁaus and provide good
governance. Let there be an
end to factional politics and
purposeful governance, is

given a chance.

— MANDIRA
The writer is a. television

of leaders. who by suppressing journalist

Representative Democracy: Combating Collective Failure
by Asif Igbal Siddiqi

tion

The monopolistic practices
in our political power market
is 1ypical Our political parties
ofteri cannot be said peopile's
aorganisations’ Even it would
not be very unfair to call them
bureaucratic institutions. Polit-
ical power was not accumu-
lated and distributed in a
democratic process and peo-
ple hardly had any direct ac-
cess into this. It was captured
by politicians and bureaucrats
(civil and military) most of the
time over the last 25 years.
When in a democratic institu-
tion parliament should be re-
sponsible to legislate and pass
laws, most of the legislations.
indeed. originates from gov-
ernmment or from the bureau-
cratic circle. Even most of the
policies are not determined in
the parliament.

Another class called politi-
cal miscreants then evolved as
a byproduct of this power-
holding to suppress a few con-
scious voices where poverty
and unemployment added si-
multaneously to the cause and
effect of this evolution. Anyway,
experience made people rich
ennu'fh. though not enough to
coordinate themselves: and,
the power bargaining between
l:x:litica] parties in late '80s al-
owed people to go and share
a significant portion of the po-
litical power for the first time
in 1990. We expected that the
power market would be com-
petitive gradually. But, the
monopoly of the politicians
and bureaucrats revived in a
different form. The major po-
litical parties may have had it
in unconscious mind that if

. they behaved indifferently at

R

uld have the honour of holding
a position in the police force.
Perhaps the standards for qu-
alification are not high enough.
Please protect innocent young
girls and women in your
society from these criminal
acts. Demand that the police
force be supervised by hon-
ourable people.

Sue Towwrnsend
Rovikveien 48
4300 Sandnes, Nortvay

Sidewalks — no
man's land

Sir, Just the other day. after
my return lrom abroad. | have
to my utter surprise and dis-
appointment discovered that
most ol the pavements in
Motijheel Comimercial Area as
well as DIT Exin Ave have heen
rampantly encroached upon by
the advertising agents with
their "bell signs” for rent. It's
shocking that the Cily Cor-
poration has thought it alright
to rent out the sidewalks,
mieant for public use. lor the
second time (there are already
some bell signs beside the
main roads in some places)
and allowed the pillars of bell
signs Lo be erected almost on
the centre ol the sidewalks to
much inconvenience of the
pedestrians. One is bound to
collide with the post or an-
other walker in the rush hours.

*This erection of bell signs on

the middle ol the sidewalks is
the product ol senseless deci-
sion ol some irresponsible offi-
cials.

If you Kindly observe many
ol the sidewalks in the city are
already unusable for either lack
of maintenarnce, or due o oc-
cupation by unauthorised ven-
dors, push carts, garage park-
ings or homeless shelters, Now
that those left unoccupied, to
our Eood luck. are encroached

the Ci

ty Corporation itself,
Hl‘ﬂu h unlawful allotments. |
don't

now whom to approach

for redress?

In order to ensure safety

of such perverse brutality sho- and safe walking on the foof-

over
cleared off. With the holding of
a peaceful. free and fair
eral elections on the day we
have not only got a fresh lease
of socio-economic and
life but we have once again
proved to the world that we
are always capable of facing
and solving our own problems
with patience and courage
democraticall
We have also
our heads inr the comity of the
nations of the civilised and
democratic wortld.

the same time, readily people
cannot create another political
alliance to combat their anar-

chy. It produced a shameless
political impasse. Law and
order was pushed to the

ground. Economic activities
and normal life of the al
mass faced a disaster
once again observed them-
selves as hel . Now, after
another parliamentary elec-
tion. anot political author-
ity, with more or less indiffer-
ent characteristics, will take
over the executive power of
the government. . We
cannot ignore absolutely the
improvement which is

lace though very slowly. So.
E:l us hope for the best.

Conclusion
Sehumpeter defined ideal

democracy as an institutional
arrangement which individuals

endeavour to aequire political
office through rfectly free
competition for the voters of a

broadly based electorate. Here,
Becker emphasised that, in-
deed perfect competition is as
necessary to an ideal political
democracy as it is to an ideal
free enterprise. But, the col-
lective failure will continue to
exist until and unless the me-
dian voters are well-coordi-
nated to further their self-in-
terest and accommodate
themselves sufficiently in the
power equation to create a
pressure group, compel the
representatives to represent
the relevant constituency, not
the relevant party where
he/she belo to. And this ul-
timately will evolve a more
competitive and transparent
power market.

paths. the authority should
clear those without any delay

and specially no bell sign
should be allowed to béd
erected in the middle ol the

lootpaths. We. the tax pavers.
should bhe given some decent
living standards by the city.

A F Rahman,
Dheike

A historic election:

Sir. Twelfth June is a red-
letter day in the history of
Bangladesh. Our sky which was

overcast with dark clouds for
two years has been

gen-

political

and unitedly.
en able to raise

Thanks to our caretaker

government, Election Commi-
ssion, law enforcing agencies
and armed forces for fulfilling
our long-cherished dream by
their
with patience and fortitude for
the historic
a story of great success. We
have stepped into a glorious
chapter of our history.

edicated work done

polls. It is indeed

Now it is time for our newly

elected MPs to prove their pa-
triotism, love and affection for
the country and the people
through their honest and sin-
cere services to the nation. No
more despair and depression
please but only forward march

to peace, progress, prosperi
and ¢ 20

blissfull happiness for |

miHlion people of Bangladesh

L e s w = w

rs all; et us

love. Love
too yield to love.

O H Kabir
6. Hare Streel,
Warl. Dhaka-1203

Retirement age

Sir, The longevity rate of
the people of Bangladesh has
increased manifold. The peo-
ple are now stable at 66. The
people exceeding 60 years of
ggc can work without exhaus-

or.

We have increased the age
at the entry point of services at
30 but have not increased the
retirement age simultaneously,
The increase of retirement
will not hamper the young
generation's chances of get
jobs. Because they are getting
the age benefit at the entry
point. Rather it will help them
to serve long if their age of re-
tirement is increased. At pre-
sent the government is fre-
quently extending the services
of employees causing agony to
many. is type of extension
prayer also put the e
in an embarrassing situation
too. The retireinent should
be fixed at 60 including LPR
year. This will help the -
ernment to get services ﬁ:n
the experienced persons. This
will stop application praying
lor extension of services,

There will be no expenditure
burden as the government is

resently giving the pension
enefit till death to all em-

ployee or to his next kin.

Many cn:rlumu of educa-
tion and judiciary are getting
the e benefit. The other

countries in the world have got

such retiring age. The option

to retire after completion of
25 years of service should re-

We feel there is no victer main as it is to allow the will-

no vanquished in the 12th ing person to go for a retire-
June, 1996 general elections. ment with all benefits. The
The people have rightly elec- government should look into
ted their representatives to the matter.

serve them in thlirl._latiyn San-

sad democratically and cons- Mahbubul Hague Chowdhury

tutionally . Hatmdril madness, 133, Lake Circus.
The greatest pleasure of life is Kalabagan. Dhalea



