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Blasts in front of
Ctg AL office

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, June 17

Several crude bombs were
blasted today in from of the lo

cal Awami League office in
Sher Shah Colony in the city
but none was injured in the in

cident. police said. Police
could not say whoe had thrown
the bombs there at about 4 pm
Meanwhile. the residence ol
ward commissioner and local
BNP leader Abdul Kader Milon

at the Sher Shah Colony came
under attack by some umdent

fied youths. police said

Akheri Chahar

Shomba July 17

Akheri Chahar Shomba will
be observed on July 17 as the

io a press release of the

. Foundation .
The decision to observe the
Akheri Chahar Shomba was
taken at a meeting of the Na-
tional Moon Comums-
ttee held at the Conference
room of the Islamic Foun-
dation. reports BSS.

Lankan troops kill
15 LTTE rebels

COLOMBO. June 17: Sri
Lankan tmr: killed more
than 15 T. Tiger rebels to-
day im an ammbush in the north-
ern Jaffna Peninsula. the de-
fence ministry said. The early
morning clash occurred at
Soraipattu in the
Thenamarachchi district of the
Jﬁw\a,hﬁnﬂlm
r " world — be homeland
in the north and east. the min-
istry said, reports Reuter.

Body recovered

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. June 17 The
body of a day labourer identi-
fied as Ranga Mia. 32, was re-
covered from an abandoned
railway rtment. Police
said he died of heart attack
The body has been sent for

autopsy .
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Stage set for repolling

ASHAR 4,

1403 BS

DHAKA TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 1996

1n 27 constituencies

A rum(..;reheuﬁtv: prepara-
tion has been undertaken to
maintain law and order during
repolling tomorrow in the sus-
pended polling centres. report
APETICIES.

With the stage set for re-
polling, Chief Election Com-
missioner Mohammad Abu
Hena in a statement last night
urged all citizens to be on
maximum alert so that no un-
toward incident takes place
during the voting in 122 cen-
tres ol 27 constituencies.

The CEC also called upon
all people, irrespective ol reli-
gion, caste. opinion and party
affiliation, to come forward to
ensure security of voters dur-
ing the balintinfz. _

"Besides police. ansars and
BDR, army personnel will also
discharge their sacred duties,
but only cooperation from

people can ensure securitly in
the polling centres.” he said.

Fresh ballots and other
necessary papers were sent to
I1 districts on Sunday while
representatives of the remain-
ing two districts received the
papers yesterday.

Election 1o all 300 Jativa
Sangsad seals was held on
June 12 simultaneously. Re-
sults of 273 seats hafe already
been published. But voting was
declared postponed in 122
polling centres ol 27 con-
stituencies for various reasons,

A meeting of the advisory
committee on law and order
and national broadcasting yes-
terday directed the concerned
authorities to take all neces-
sary steps to hold the coming
re-elections [reely and prop-
erly.

With adviser of the care-

taker government, Dr. Muha-
mmad Yunus in the chair, the
meeting also reviewed overall
law and order of the country.

Members of the advisory
committee Barrister Syed Isti-
agque Ahmad, Sayed Manzur
Elahi, Dr. Najma Chowdhury,
Prof. Shamsul Huqg. AZM Nasir-
uddin and Maj. Gen. (retd) AR
Khan attended the meeting.

An official handout said last
night that manpower would be
increased manifolds in each
centre than before for main-
taining law and order on the
repolling day.

This was ‘informed at a
meeting on law and order dur-
ing repolling held at the Min-
istry of Home Affairs with
Home Secretary Syed Rezaul
Hayat in the chalr yesterday.

The BDR Director General

Sec Pupe 12 0ol

BNP tears false
voting during
repolling

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dus Salam Talukdar yesterday
alleged that a particular party
was preparing to "occupy po-
lling centres to cast false
votes” in the repolling at 122
centres in 27 constituencies
tomorrow.

‘Some press reports also
substantiate our apprehen-
sion.” he said in a statement.

Talukdar demanded that
the Election Commission and
othier aulhorities concerned
take proper steps to stop
"recurrence of vote-rigging” so
Ilhat people could cast votes
[reely.

He called upon the people
to guard against any conspiracy
to change election results.

Meanwhile, a BNP press
release alleged that Awami
League-backed ‘terrorists' at
tacked BNP candidate from

See Page 12 Col 2
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JP's letter to Biswas
for inviting AL
- to form govt

~ The Jatiya Fartcr gﬂsterda‘y
formally requeste resident
Abdur man Biswas to invite
Awami League, which emerged
as single largest party in June
12 election, to form govern-
ment, reports UNB. '

Reaffirming its support to
the Awami League, the Jatiya
Party in a letter made the re-
quest to the President.

JP presidium member Say-
eed Tareq carried the letter to
the President yesterday after-
noon, said a party press re-
lease.

Party's acting Chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
and secretary General Anwar
Hossain Manju made the re-
quest in concurrence with
their leader, deposed Presi-

dent HM Ershad.

The jailed JP Chairman, HM
Ershad, conveyed his decision
backing up Awami League to
form government to his party
leaders through his lawyers.
said the press release.

With JP giving ladder, the
Awami League is now on a van
tage position to form govern-
ment with the strength of 164

MPs — AL's 135 combined
with JP's 29,
Qur Stalt Correspondent

adds the delence lawyer of

jailed former president and

Jatiya Party chief HM Ershad
has said two applications were
filed for his release, one to the
Pre-sident to commute his
sentence under Article 49 of

See Page 12 col 7
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EC in holding repolling

2

Chief Adviser Hu.hammn;ri Habibur Rahman warmly received Palestinian P-resident Yasser
Arafat who made an hour-long stopover at the Zia International Airport on his way to China

— PI1D photo
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People's vigilance more important
than govt security measures: CA

Chiel Adviser Muhammad

i Habibur Rahman vesterday ma-

de a fervent appeal to a

litkcal leaders to extend tﬁrir
all-out cooperation to the Elec-
tiorr Commissian for peaceful

holding of repolling en June
19

In an interview with BSS,
he said the government had
strenigthened all security mea-
sures for peaceful holding of
the repolling. Vigilance of the
people is far more important
than security measures of the
governmernl. he siressed.

" The Chief Adviser ex-
pressed his firnm belief that the
clectorate would respond to
the call of democr during
the repolling and uphold the
hard earr reputation of the
COUILTY .

Following is the English
rendering of the Chief Ad-
viser's interview:

Question: Wha! do you think
lling in some
centres in 27 constituencies?
Do you have any concern in
this regard?

Answer: Repolling in a total
of 122 poling centres spread-
g over 27 constituencies will
be held on June 19 next |

have no particular concern in

this regard. The Election Con
nussion has taken all possible
measures. Required number of
police, ansars, BDR will be de
loyed in each ol the centres
agistrates will be present
near the polling centres for
instant redressal measures
Hesides, army will be engaged
in ald of the civil ad
ministration for maintaining
law and order. So [ have no
doubtt about holding of free and
fair repolling_In a peaceful at

BNP urges CEC
to deploy army

By Staff Correspondent

A two memmber BNP delega
Lt comprising AM Zahirud
din Khan and Hans Choudhury
met Chiel Election Commis
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena at
his office yesterday afternoon

"We urged the CEC 1o de
loy members of the army
DR and police at each ol the

122 voting centres in 27 con

stituencies where repolling 1s

sc heduled for June 19 and also

requestied him to answer ous

complaints of irregulantes in
See Page 12 Col 2

mosphere

: Concern was expressed
in some of newspapers that
some contesting political par
ties will trv 1o win the eles
tiomis by any means in the re
poalling What s your com
mment’?
A: 1 have no such ﬂp[ixrrhﬂn-

)

sion  Elections will he held in
Iree and impartial manner
'eople s verdict will be final
Foreign elections observers

will be present In almost every
centre where repolling will be
held. They will ohserve
whether elections are held
tmpartially or not. Government
has strengthened all security
measures so that repblling can
bw hebd 10 a peaceful way, Vigi
lance of the people is far more
important than measures of
securily taken by the govern-
ment for holding of peaceful
clections, The way peace lov
ing people of Bangladesh have
participated in the general
clections and maintained
peace and discipline have
carned praise of the people of
the whole world | firmly be
lieve thal the electorate will
respond to the call of democ-
racy and peace during the re

See Page 12 (ol )
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MOSCOW, June 17: Pre-
sident Boris Yeltsin headed for
a narrow first-round victory
today over his communist rival
in‘the Russian election and the
two men immediat sought
to {w to win
the : Reuter

With nearly 90 per cent of
Sunday's vote counted, Yeltsin
led communist arch-foe Ge
nnady Zyuganov by 34 80 per
cerit to 32 3], setting the
stage for a decisive second-
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Boris Yeltsin

round ballot in July
While maverick ultranation-
alist Viadimir Zhirinovsky flo-
d, law-and order General
nder Lebed became over-
night the man of the moment
and ki ker, laking a stro-
Tl'llr‘?nﬂifr in an election
th will decide the future of
reforms m Russia
The key to the final out-
come — which. on Lalance ap-

peared to favous Yeltsin — lay
in where the one third of vot-

over Zyuganov

- -Lebed emerges kingmaker, Zhirnovsky flops

Yeltsin’s edge

Gennady Zyuganov

ers who opted for Lebed or
other eliminated candidates
would transfer their allegiance

in July.

Lebed took 14.38 per cent

of the vete. pushing liberal
economist Gr y Yaviinsk
and Zhirinov inte fourt
and fAifth

Yeltsin, 65. wasted no time
in woolng the tough-talking re-
tired paratrooper for whom he
has expr admiration and

See Page 12 Col 4

Dhaka iterates support for

Bangladesh yesterday reaf-
firmed its strong support for
an independent state for the
Palestinians with Al-Quds Al-
Sharif (Jerusalem) as its capi-
tal, reports BSS.

The re-affirmation came
from Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman during his
talks with Palestinian Pre-
sident Yasser Arafat who made
an hour-long stppover here at
the Zia Internaltional Airport
on his way to China.

On arrival at the airport.
President Arafat was warmly
received by the Chiel Adviser.
Also present at the ajrport to
receive the Palestinian Pre-
sident were Foreign Secretary
Farook Sobhan and Palestinian
Ambassador in Bangladesh
Mohammad Shahta Zarab.

President Arafat, who was
accompanied by senior advi-

sors, and the Chief Adviser
went to the VVIP lounge of the
airport where they had talks
assisted by their

aides,

JHENIDAH. June 17: All ef-
forts to cast lemale votes in
the June 12 election in 12 vil-
lages of Shurat union of Sadar
thana of the district went in
vain. reports UNB,

Nol a single female vote was
cast during the election. The
female volers of both Muslim
and Hindu communities of
these villages never exercised
their franchise before, local
people said

he villages are Laudia
Chuthia, Ratanath, Shurat, Huda
Shurat, Teghori. Banaibohu,
Kaylampur, Purbakrishanapur,
Krishanapur, Bagdanga and
Hamwodanga.

There are 6.334 volers in
Lhose villages of whom 2 .855
are [emales. according to offi-
cials

Though the turnout ol fe-

See Page 12 col 8

Security tightened
in trouble-prone
areas of Ctg

~ From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 17
Securnty hasbeen tightened in
most of the trouble-prone ar-
cas here against the backdrop
of some sporadic incidents
post-election violence that left
several persons injured in the
pasl three days. administration
sources said

The security ineasures were
taken ahead of the repelling in
three constituencies of Chitta
gm}gttunmrmgm

turning cer and Depu-
ty Commissioner of Chitt
Nazrul Islam told this corr-
espondent this morning that
law enforeing agencies were
put on full alert to thwart any
attemnpt of violence.

The incidents of violence
were mainly reported from
Gosaildanga., in the city,
Noapara Racozan and some

other places under Mirersharail
and Rangunia, police said.

MP-elect of 10)J
supports BNP
By Staff Correspondent

The lone MP-elect of Islam
Otkkya Jote, Md Golam Sar-
war, yesterday met BNP chiefl
Begum Khaleda Zia and lent
support (o her party, a party

release said.

But the press release did
nolt mention where the meet-
ing was held, um Zia
thanked Golam Sarwar for
extending support to her
party. the relcase added,

Sarwar was elected from
Barguna-2 constituency

Foreign Secretary said the
Chief Adviser reaffirmed his
country’'s strong support for
the people of Palestine and an
independent state for the
Palestinians with Al-Quds Al-
Sharif (Jerusalem) as its capi-
tal.

Rahman expressed the
hope that notwithstanding the
outcome of the recent elec-
tions in Israel. the Middle East
peace process will continue
and lead to a fruitful conclu-
sions. He said it was his dream
that before the end of this cen-

tury an in ndent Palestine
state will be born.
In response, President

Arafat expressed his apprecia-
tion for the strong support of
the government and the peo-
ple ol Bangladesh for the cause
ol Palestine. He said he had
been carryving extensive con-
sultations with different world
leaders in recent weeks. Apart
from exchange of views with
LIS President Bill Clinton, he
had personal talks with French

The South Asian Develop-
ment Fund (SADF) formally
opened in Dhaka yesterday.
aiming to promote projects
which will benefit more than
ornie member countries of the
7-nation SAARC. reports UNB.

Establishment of the re-
gional fund was officially an-
nounced at the first of
the SADF governing board

which began at a local hotel in
the moming.

The anmnouncement was

—— e ———

SADF formally

independent Palestine

President Jacque Chirac.
British Prime Minister John
Major and Russian President
Boris Yeltsin, he added.

He said he had recently re-
ceived a personal message
from Chancellor Helmut Kohl
of Germany. Besides. he said
he had extensive talks with
Arab leaders. There had been
strong support for the Middle
East peace process for uphold-
ing all aspects of the Middle
East Peace Accord, he pointed
out.

President Arafat said the
Arab surnmit scheduled to be
held in Cairo from June 21 to
June 23 was expected to ex-
tend its full and unequivocal
support to the cause of
Palestine and Palestinian peo-

ple.

He said it was evident that
the entire international com-
mLmiR' now [ully stand com-
mitted to the peace process.
The European Union is also
expected to extend its full

See Page 12 col 7

opens

made by Khairul Huda, the
managing director of the In-

vestment Corporation of
Bangladesh (ICB), who has
been appointed the first

chairman of the SADF board.

Al a pre-meeting press
briefing, Huda said the govern-
ing board., during its 2-day
session. would primarily de-
termine the future course ol
action of the Fund.

He said the Board would

See Page 12 col 7
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Resident chiefs
of WB, Unicef
meet Hasina

World Bank. representative
in Bangladesh. Landell Mills,
made a courtesy call to Awami
League resident Shelkh
Hasina at her Dhanmondi resi-
dence in the city yesterday
afternoon, reports BSS.

Landell felicitated Sheikh
Hasina on her party's winn

| majority seats in the June 1

parliamentary polls. :
The World Bank represen-

tative expressed the hope that

his bank's assistance for

' poverty alleviation and eco-

nomic activities, of Bangladesh
would remain uninterrupted.

sheikh Hasina thanked the
World Bank representative for
his visit. Party foreign affairs
secretary Abul Hasan Chowd-
hury., MP-elect was also pre-
sent.

_ Earlier in the moming chief
of UNICEF mission in Bangla-
desh Rol C Carrieir also a
courtesy call to the Awami

See Pagve 12 Col 3

Humayun Zahir
murder: Witness
shot in city
By Staff Correspondent

A businessman and one of
the wilnesses in Humayun
Zahir murder case was injured
when some unidentified per-
sons shot him at Kakrail in the
city vesterday,

Jahangir Alain was bullet hit
in his right leg and lift thigh as
the miscreants fired shots
while he was getting into his
car parked in front of the
Scout Bhaban at about 1:30
pm, witnesses said,

He was admitted to the
Pango Hospital.

The miscreants numbering
three to four came by an au-
lorickshaw and fled away from
the spol exploding several
hand bombs.

Motijheel thana duty officer
said two cases were filed in

this regard. Azizul Huq. gen-
eral manager of JK Eahricli

| lodged the cases for attempt to

murder and exploding bombs.
Police seized the baby taxi
and held the driver Delwar.
Duty officer of Motijheel
thana admitted that Jahangir
was one of the witnesses of

| Humayn Zahir murder case. He
| said,

the Detective Branch
(DB) -is investigating into the

matter.

Powerful quake
rocks Indonesia

CANBERRA, June 17: A un-
dersea earthquake, with a
magnitude estimated at 7.6,
ed eastern Indonesia
]

| tonight, the Australian Geolog-

|

ical Survey said, reports AP,
Seismologist Ken Muirhead
said the quake hit at about
9:20 pm Australian eastern
time (1120 GMT) and was lo-
cated deep beneath the sea
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