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The lone independent MP-elect, Mokbul Hossain, joined Bangladesh Awami League

vesterday. Hossain, who was elected from Meherpur-2 constituency, called on AL president
Sheikh Hasina at her Dhanmondi residence and expressed allegiance to her leader-

ship.

— AL photo

59pc voters hadn't even
heard of Deve Gowda

NEW DELHI., June 16:
Indian Prime Minister HD
Deve Gowda's 16-day-old

coalition government will not
last for more than a vyear, 53
per cent of registered voters
interviewed for a post-election
poll said, reports AFP.

The poll. covering 1,277
voters in 16 of India's 25
states, revealed that 59 per
cent of the voters had not even
heard of Deve Gowda, a former
chief minister of southern
Kaornats! =tate

Live o viwducted be-
tween June 6 and 9, is due to
be published in the latest issue
of the news magazine [ndia
Today.

It said about 50 per cent of
the electorate disapproved of
the support extended to the
l13-party United Front gov-
ernmernt by the Congress (I)
party of former premier P V
Narasirmha Rao.

The findings said the B.JP
would gain 14 more seats if
mid-term elections were”held
pushing up its percentage of
votes from 23.5 to 27.5. mak-
ing it for the firsttime the
largest party both in terms of
seats and votes.

Meanwhile. Deve Gowda to-
day pledged to run a corrup-
tion-free government and to
woo foreign investment in a
big way to ensure the country's
economic development.

Yeltsin

From page 1

15.7 million Russians had
voted by 2 pm. Moscow time
(1000 GMT) or 14.75 per cent
of Russia’s 105 million voters.

‘The speed of voting in

Russia is falling step by step
and we can now forecast that
the turnout of voters ... will be
about 65 per cent. and not 70-
75 per cent as earlier fore-
cast,’ the agency quoted him as
saying.
A low turnout is likely to
favour Zhuganov, expected to
win support from millions of
voters disillusioned with
Yeltsin's economic reforms.

A high turnout would favour
Yeltsin., whose voters include
young people and others who
may not bother to go to polling
stations — especially on a
warm summer Sunday.

If no candidate wins an
overall majority in the first
round, the top two will com-
pete in a run-off vote next
month. '

Voting began Saturday
night oscow time when
polling stations opened nine
time zones away along the Ber-
ing and Chukchi Seas. Armed
guards watched over the polls
and thousands of soldiers pa-
trolled a tense capital to pro-
tect against fraud or terrorism.

Rarely has a vote had more
riding on the outcome. Some
analysts call it the most pivotal
election in history.

Yeltsin and Zyuganov were
expected to wage a tight race
at the head of a 10-candidate
field, amid widespread expec-
tations they ‘r.l'.1'n::«ult.'§J qualify ?r:;ca
two-man runoff in early July
after failing to receive a major-

ity.

Rejoinder

Mr Khairuzzaman, presently
posted at Manila as CDA in
F.z;n ladesh mission has re-
u
lished on May 25. 1996 in The
Daily Star. In his rejoinder, he
stated that he was never di-
rectly or indirectly involved in
August 15, 1975 killing as
much before the incident he
was out of the country on a
professional training and sub-
sequently on his returm had

I{Hned his unit on duty at

Probe news item pub- -

Deve Gowda said in his first
nationally televised address
that his centre-left united
front coalition government
which took office on June |
would take steps to battle
growing corruption.

Providing a corruption-free
and clean administration is the
need of the hour and my gov-
ernment is committed to this
goal.” he said in a speech.

Deve Gowda, who has vowed
to continue the free-market
reforms initiated by former
prime minister PV Narasimha
Rao, said his government
would also go for foreign in-
vestment to boost the econ-
omy.
'Foreign investment has a
very important role to play in
India's development, he said.
‘Most of our Asian neighbours
are attracting large volumes of
foreign investment to assist in
their modernisation and de-
velopment.

Army to be deployed
From page 1

The government has im-

sed a ban on carrying all
inds of licensed arms from
June 17-21 in 13 districts of
thn:l Enalntr}f to maintain law
and order during the repolling
on We:dnesday.ng_

The districts are Siraaifanj.
Patuakhali, Barisal, Jamalpur.
Narshingdi. Narayanganj. Fa-
ridpur, Sylhet, Brahmanbaria,
Comilla, Chandpur. Feni and

Chittagong. said an official
handout last night.

It said stern action, includ-
ing seizure of the arms under
the Arms Act 1878, clause 17-
ka (2), would be taken against
the persons who will violate
the restriction.

The ban, however, will not
be applicable for the members
of the law-enforcing agencies
on election duty and guards of
the government, semi-gov-
ernment and private estab-
lishments, the handout said.

ADP okayed

From page |
12,500 crore might a ar
ambitious on %ruunds 'Dlpgth
‘resource availability and im-
plementation capability.”

He said domestic resource
availability would depend to a
large extent on steps of the
next government to increase
revenue surplus and on poli-
cies regarding domestic bor-
rowing. Besides, he added,
foreign aid disbursements
would also depend on policies
pursued by the government in
respect of economic manage-
ment and reforms.

"Because of these consider-
ations, a core ADP of a rela-
tively smaller size has been
prepared”, said Dr Mahmud,
an eminent economist of the
country.

The core ADP includes
fewer new projects and follows
stricter guidelines in allocating
funds for.ongoing projects.

The Finance Eﬂscr said
funds (to ADP projects) would
be allocated according to the
core ADP in the beginning of
the fiscal year on grounds of
fiscal prudence. "As a result,
the next government will have
enough flexibility in the choice
of new projects and in decid-
Eilabuut the ADP size," he

With Tk 1170 crore,
education and n sectors
received the highest alloca-

tion, estimated at 14.15 per
cent of the total outlay, in the
new ADP. Tran tion and
electricity sector are other two
major recipients with 10.72
per cent and 10.55 per cent
share respectively of the total
allocation.

Injured AL
activist dies 1n
Lalmonirhat

LALMONIRHAT, June 16
An Awami League activist in
jured in a BNP-AL fierce clash
during last week's %ullin at
Airkhiamar in Sadar thana died
here yesterday reports UUNB.

District Awami League
identified Bazlur Rahman as
their partymian and blamed
BNP inen for the killing.

In an instant protest, the
Awaini League brought out 2
rocession in the town and
ater submitted memorandum
to the Depuly Commissioner
urging for punishment of those
responsible for the killing.

Tension was prevailing in
the nearby Deuti polling centre
area as widespread rigging al-
legedly occurred there. DC and
SP tried Lo contain the situa-
tion, but there were attacks by
some an BNP activists near
Deuti while they were return-
ing to the district headquar-
ters.

Al one stage, the DC was
also injured in the melee. The
DC and SP were. however, 1es-
cued with the help of BDR
from Kurigram and Rangpor,

World On Time |
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Rcmlling in four JS seats

' Saifur, Humayun close

fight in Sylhet-1

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, June 16: Nine
candidates are again in the
field to get support from vot-
ers in the repolling in 5
polling centres of 4 con-
stituencies in Sylhet district.

With only two days left for
the repolling scheduled for
Wednesday. villages in those
cenires are now rating with
the movement of candidates
and their y workers.

Out of total 6 constituen-
cies in the district. results of
only 2 were announced earlier.

Awami League stalwart
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury is
facing BNP's Saifur Rahman in
Sylhet-1 (Sylhet Sadar and
Enmpanﬁgnnj]. Humayun
Rashid had polled 58 899
voles in 126 centires against
Saifur's 58.755. Repolling in
Companyganj Government
Primary School centre will
decide their fate The total
number of voters in the centre
is 1266

Humayun Rashid Chow-
dhury and his party workers
are in the remote villages (o
woo the voters. Many AL
workers are even staying in
the villages.

BNP stalwart Saifur Rahman

| along with his party's local

leaders have also reached the
area to earn the voters sympa
thy

Saifur Rahman had con
lested from three constituen
cies. He was in Moulvibazar 3
(Moulvibazar Sadar and
Rajnagar) defeating Awami
League nominee Azizur
Rahman. by over 23,000 votes.

Saifur is also facing ALs
Imran Ahmed In Sylhet 4
(Jaintapur and Gowainghal
thanas) where he is leading by
1056 votes. The number of
voters in the two centres of
Sylhet-4 where repolling will
be held Wednesday Is 4947
Imran is also making door-to-
door campaign in the villages

In Sylhet-5 constituency
(Jakigan] and Kanaighat

Ctg BCL leader

arrested
CHITTAGONG, June 16 A
local leader of pro-Awami

League Chhatra League was ar-

11 rested from Askardighirpar in

the city today. reports UNB.

Police said Mithun Barua
alias Suman Barua. president of
NES College unit of the BCL,
was arrested in connection
with the killing of a police offi
cer during non-cooperation
movement in February this
year,

BCL activists staged a rowdy
protest in the city bringing out
procession and firing shots in
the college area leaving a rick-
shawpuller, Abul Hossain. 25,
critically injured.

Hossain was rushed to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital with bullet wounds.

thanas) Jamaat-e-Islami nomi-
nee Moulana Farid Uddin
Chowdhury is leading by 375
votes against AL nominee Hafij
Ahmed Majumder. Repolling
will be held in the Munshi-
bazar Government Primary
School centre in Jakiganj
where there are 2366 votes
Both the candidates and their

party workers are now busy
meeting voters as last minute

In gj:lhehﬁ JP nominee

Abdul Mukit Khan is leading by
581 votes against Shafi Ahmed
Chowdhury of BNP. AL nomi

nee Mahmud-us-Samad Is also
in the race with a margin of 48
votes. There are 779 votes in
the Jahan AW Shah Primary
School centre where repolling
is scheduled

Complaints

From page |

ties in the polls include
Jamaluddin Ahmed of BNP and
Suranjit Sengupta of
Moudud Ahmed of Jativa Party
also complained about rigging
of votes in the constituencies
he contested in

Jamaluddin Ahmed. a
former Deputy Prime Minister
of the Zia cabinet and a BNP
candidate from the Chittagong
4 constituency, was quoted by
UNB news agency as saying
The EC's sincerity for holding
a Iree and fair elections got
lost in the cobweb of civil bu
reaucracy and police adminis
tration

Jamaluddin was defeated by
an AL candidate in the polls
He claimed he was defeated in
the elections due to vole da

coily by his rival candidate
suranjit Sengupta ol the Al
who lost the polls to a Jativa

Party candudate in Sunaingarn|
Z constituency, accused the El(
lor his defeal. Probe news
APy quoted Sengupta as
saving that the EC has {'Eungrrd
lour polling centres of his
constituency the night belore
the polls which caused trouble
for many volers of the area
Abdur Rab Chowdhury ol
the BNP accused JSD leader
ASM Rab of robbing votes in
the Lakkhipur-4 constituency

AL -
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NDI team to
observe
repolling

An eight-member team of
the National Democratic Insti-
tute for Intermational Affairs
INDI will observe the re-
polling in 122 centres of 27
constituencies on Wﬂ!m,a}-
reports UNB

It will hold press confer-

“ence on June 20 to inform its
findings.

An NDI press release adds.
Former Australian Foreign
Minister Andrew Peacock and
former US Congressman
Stephen Solarz will return to
[Dhaka today to continue the

Multinational eslection observa-

tlon effort of the National
Democratic Institute for Inter
national Affairs (NDI)

One gunned down
in Cox's Bazar

COX'S BAZAR., June 16 A

Addressing a press conference |

in the city yesterday. Chow
dhury also accused some
officials of the local adininis-
lration for extending hands in
manipulating votes in the
constituency, according to
BSS.

LUUNB reports trom Khulna,
BNP Joint Secretary General

and f[ormer Whip of Jativa
Sangsad Mohammad Ashral
Hossain vesterday demanded
repolling tn Khulna -3 con-
stituency

Addressinug a press confer
ence al Khulna Press Club, e
alleged that Awami Leaguu
candidate won the Wednes-

day s election by resoi Lng 1o |

|

widespread violence and
unprecedented irregularities.

voung man was gunned down
by the guards of Forest
Department in Chokoria thana
of the district on Saturday
night, reports UNB

Police said Nurul Ismal 26,
son of one Abul Kashem of
Battoll village. was shot by the
guards at :ﬁ*mi of night as he
came oul from Lthe nearby re

serve lorest after cutting
woods  He died on the spot
A case was f[lled with

( hokoria thana in this conmne
Liinl

BNP urges EC

From page |
local civil and police adminis-

tration uulppurlt‘d r of ter
roi im all 27 constituencies
where repolling is schedulé

orn June 19 next.

They said, the local police

has been arresting, detaining,
1rrrnrtulnre, and Intimidating
the BNFP leaders and workers
and general voters in particu-
lar in all these 27 constituen-
cies only to pave the way for
casy win ol Awami League
nomilnees

Linder the cover of local
administraton, and the police,
the Awanii League leaders and
workers have already estab
lished a reign of terror in all

these 27 constituencies only to |

ensure their easy sail in the
June 19 repolling by massive
rigging intimidating the BNF
supporters and workers.

BNP election steering
committee member secretary
Haris Chowdhury and former
state minister Gayeshwar
Chandra Roy briefed the news-
rien.

Habibur Rahman has
(leep shoclt at the death of
Bomang cnief

Prue Chowdhury.

SANAA. June 16: At least 22 people were killed and
dozens more are missing after violent storms and rain
thrashed the cemtral part of Yemen. an official said today,

reporis AFP

| Eight policernen

injured in
road accident

From Our Correspondent
KUSHTIA. June 16: /\t least

eight icemen were i]:i:r;d.
a

two them critically.
police van coll head-on
with a truck on the K ishtia-
Jhenaidah road here at .around
NOon

The accidenit occurred as

the police pick- up van 1 an inte
a Kushtia- msJ truck E
from the wite direction
near the AT estate.

The peolice viin was on way

to a nearby Ansar camyp (o de-
liver a con ment of e,
Of the injurred. Subaildar
Wahid, 40 and Mujibur Rah-
man, Ansar Adjutant, were
senit to Dhaka ir critical condi-
tion, while the others, onsta-
bles Nur Hossain., 40, Nur Mo-
hammad. 45, Lutior Rahman.
30. Mosharral Hessain, 38,
Abcdus Salam. 50 and Nurul Is-
lam, 40 were aimitted to the
Kushtia General Hospital,

Maung Sue Prue

From pa,ge |

wives, lour sons, six da ters
and a large nurnber of well-
wishers and relal lons to mourn
his death.

Maung Sue Prue Chowdhury
became the chief of Bomang
Circle in 1989, He was the
l14th King of the: Bomang Cir-
cle

An elected niember of par-
liament twice in 1986 and
1988 the Bomiang chief was
also works minister in\ythe
then provincial governmeng in
1965.

The morta. remains of the
Raja Bahadur was kept pre-
served for ceremonial crema-
tion in June J50.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has r-xpressed his deep
shock and profound sorrow at
the sad demise of Bomang

chiel Maung’ Sue Prue Chowd-
hury.

Chiel Adviser Muhammad
expresse

Maung Shwe

BNP MP-elect
Froem page 1
the Chandpur-6 constit
in June 12 elections. police

said.
He was produced before

the Additional Chief

olitan Magistrate’'s Court in

hman;'n ; and was released on
il in afternoon 4
Alamgir. whoe was alsc

elected MP in the 1991 polis

and in the February 15 s

this year, was arrest o n
charges of attempt to murder,
creating obstruction in dis-
l:ha.rﬂnﬂ the duties of -
ment servant and for ereati g
public nuisance, police said.

At a press conference at
the .Jatiya Press Club ls st
evening. the BNP MP. how-
ever denied the char jeqy
which were brought against
im lerming it a comspiiacy
against him and his party.

He also alleged that p-olice
brought the women at Tej gaon
thana in the morning and
asked him whether he k new
them or not.

Majority party

From page 1
parti ~ 18 invariably 1oviled to
form the governnwl
When asked whether the

invitation from the President
neht at this point wouldd influ-
ence the repolling, Beaurrister
Amirul Islam sald, the process
should start now as the trend
is obvious.”

Prior to exten invita-
tion to the leader of the largest
party. the President may wait
till the re-polling is over by
June 19" said Dr Zahit' adding,
"unless the President lhas rea-
sons te believe that any one
party enjoys absolute majority
all by itsell or by way of alliance
with others.

Barrister Amirul [slam on
the other hand. arguied that
even if ane has to wait for the
re-polling. then the Iuadcrls
the majority party has Lo
recognised Anci steps taken foi
lormation of the n>w govern-
Imerit.

Another Supreme Court
lawyer on this issue said that ai
this stage the President could
not appoint a Prime Minister
till re-polling in 122 centres
were completed.

n in 27 constituencies awaiting repolling

Party positio

Constituency 1st Position lnd Position 3rd Position Difference Votes at stake
Nao. cenires betweeen 1st and
for Party Votes Party Votes | Party Votes 2nd position

67 Sirajgan; 7 3| AL 50,265 | BNP 48,223 2,042 3.471
114 Pautuakhali 2 1] AL 45,109 | BNP 44 865 244 2067
122 12 1 | BNP 31,396 | P 30,294 | AL 25.391 1,102 4,633
142 Jamalpur 2 7] AL 37,230 | BNP 32.319 4911 15.178
200 Narsingdhi 4 1] AL 78.153 | BNP 76.638 1,515 1.916
203 Naravangan; 2 6 | BNP 53,251 | AL 49,802 3 449 17272
210 Fandpur 2 2 | BNP 52,392 | AL 51,670 722 6.260
228 Svihet | 1] AL 58.850 | BNP 58,755 | IP 40,169 95 1270
230 Svihet 3 1]IP 26 443 | BNP 25862 | AL 25,814 581 789
231 Svihet 4 2 | BNP 22,115 | AL 21,059 | IND 16,996 1,056 1,947
232 Syihet 5 1| N 29,669 | AL 27.564 | JP 14 918 2,105 2392
244 B’baria 3 4 | BNP 73.566 | AL 68.101 | JP 64.291 5,465 10.606
249 Comilla 2 10 | BNP 61,442 | JP 58,097 | AL 16,477 3.345 21.935
250 Comuilla 3 9| JpP 47,297 | AL 44,595 | BNP 42,360 2.702 24.374
251 Comilla 4 5 | BNP 42840 | JP 33,765 | AL 33,422 9.075 13.253
253 Comilla 6 5] AL 33,172 | BNP 29.070 | FP 20,020 4,102 15.429
254 Comilla 7 3| AL 40,869 | BNP 37,078 | IP 20,700 3,791 10.676
255 Comulla 8 4 | BNP 45303 | AL 35671 | JP 20,479 9.626 14.932
256 Comilla 9 6| AL 48,438 | JP 45,750 | BNP 2,970 2,688 16.605
257 Comilla 10 15 | AL 36,296 | BNP 31,593 | 11 12,468 4,703 11,487
259 Comilla 12 9|u. 43,550 | J1 25,954 | JP 22,219 17,596 25,476
260 Chandpur | 5 | BNP 27492 | AL 26,434 | IND 16,303 1,058

262 Chandpur 3 zlm 37,390 | AL 30,957 | IP 15,898 6,433 6,976
267 Feni 2 2| AL 65,139 | BNP 61,927 | 1 11,906 3,212 7,598
284 Chittagong 6 7 | BNP 45765 | AL 31,358 14,407 18,363
| 289Chittagongl 1 4 | BNP 45374 | AL 40,036 | JP 17,101 5338 11,349
293 Chittagong]5 4 | BNP 41441 | AL 32,593 | JP 18,528 8.848 11124
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SADF

From page 1
development of projects, insti-
tutional and human resources
development projects and so-
cial and infrastructural devel-
opment projects,

The SADF has identified 13
rojects including five from
angladesh on different sec-

tors, he said adding that the
terms of reference, operational
modalities and fund arrange-
ment would be discussed in
the meeting.

The Bangladesh pru_le:::tl
are: Integrated sericulture
projects in Bangladesh at a
cost of Tk 119.10 crore,
manufacture of drilling
equipment and surface mi

t in Bangladesh at a cost
gi' 24.78 crore, int o

project at a cost of_
311.?4 cl‘]nre, split location
cement plants at a cost of Tk
234.83 crore and manufacture
of double sided and multi layer
printed circuit board at a cost
of Tk 22.49 crore.

The member countries con-
tributed five million US dollars

- to the fund. the SADF chair-

man said.
The country-wise break-up:
Bangladesh 567,500 dollars,

Bhutan 250,000 dollars, India
1,605,000 dollars, Maldives
250,000 dollars, Nepal
567,500 dollars, Pakis

1,192,500 dollar and Sri Lanka | .

567,500 dollars.

- "We are hoping that

1+ Moudud

JP reaffirms support to AL

Froni page 1

yesterday that a number of JP
presidium members negated
the party's statement on the
issue of support to the AL till
such a decision was taken by
the party presidium, Anwar
Hussain Manju said. "Those
who expressed different views
did that in their personal ca-
acity.” "Be sure, those views,
n no way, are capable of undo-
ing the statement that myself
and Mizan Chowdhury issued
earlier.”

The JP Secretary General,
however, avoided a volley of
other queries by journalists.

When approached, Ershad's
brother GM Kader quipped.

ﬂ'u: issue
of lending support to AL is al-
most settled now.”

The JP leaders who in-
cluded two lawyers were asked
whether they had discussed
the legal aspects relating to
Ershad's release.

gl:?ult' th; JFdlegd:]rs :rerc
tight-lip an eclined to
1'11:;cng about it.

Saturday's JP statement
had also urged the President
to extend invitation to Awami

chief Sheikh Hasina to
form the next government.

But JP presidium members
med and Begum

say anyt

Rawshan Ershad, had sepa-
rately said that decision re-
garding lending support to the
AL would be taken in party
presidium meeting.

The AL is close to attainin
absolute majority in the 30
seat parliament.

Since Thursday last the AL
president had talks in person
and over telephone with a
number of senior JP leaders
including Mizan Chowdhury
and Manju, according to
sources in JP.

The AL chief was assisted
by her legal expert during the
meeting with the JP delega.
tion, said one of the members
attending the meeting.

Yousuf Hussain Humayun,
talking to The Daily Star last
night after the meeting said,
"We are optimistic about the
release of Ershad soon. but not
on the condition of the

70 Hutu civilians

massacred

BUJUMBURA, June 16:
Burundian troops massacred at
least 70 Hutu civilians on and
around hills in central Burundi
last Thursday, community
workers today quoted survivors
as saying. reports Reuter.

pledged JP support to AL in
the Jatiya Sangsad, but on legal
and constitutional grounds.”

Sheikh Hasina was apprised
at the meeting that under
Section 40] of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, the sen-
lence of Ershad could be co-
muted, said Humayun. Besides,
the AL chief was also informed
that under Article 49 of
Constitution, the President
also has power to comute the
sentence, he added.

According to Humayun, the
AL chief and her legal expert
took stock of the situation
when the legal position of the

jailed JP leader was explained

to her.

Meanwhile, the JP leaders
who. on Saturday, had negated
the party stand on the issue of
support to AL. also told The
Daily Star last night that the
support to the AL was an-
nounced as par directive of the

jailed party chief. "It is now
considered as the party deci-

sion,” one of them said seeking
anonyrmity.

According to sources in the
JP. Begum Ershad met her
husband H M Ershad in jail
yesterday evening. The out-
come of the meeting, however.
could not be known as she was
not available for comment even
after repeated attempts.
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