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26 missing as ships collide in ROK:
Al least 26 sedinen, mostly frem the Philippines, were
missing after their lreighter sank @fter it was rammed over
the weekenid by another foreign ship off South Korea's
sovithern coast, maritime police said yesterday, AFP reports

from Seouil.

The Cyprus-registered 14.900-tonne Annaspiratou with 26
sailors aboard was hit Saturday by the Greece-registered
freighter Polydelkis in foggy weather near the southern island

of nl|r. maritime
diate

police said. South Korean Navy
y launched an overnight search but failed to rescue any

boats tmme-

of the missing crew who intluded a Greek captain an Egyp-
tan sailor and 24 Filipinos. the police said.
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Presi t Glafcos Clerides is to meet US President

ton in W
the time may finally
Island’'s 22-year division, AFP
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that could hel
the United Na

gnazz

"First Lady of Songs
home. She was 78

on on Monday, with hopes rising that
be right to end the Mediterranean

from Nicosia.

$ between Greek- and Turkish-
mm zones, with 1,200 UN
zone in between will be at top of the
officials said.
Alecos Michaelides said there was a new declared
push forward a solution in coordination with
and European Union.
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old, Reuter
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interest
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years reports Angeles.
Fitzgerald. who had been in declin health in recent

years with complications from diabetes, d
rounded by family and friends, spok
said. The exact cause of death was not released. but Fi
ublic since 1993, when both of her
below the knee.
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ake rocked the southern Phi
Mindanao before dawn yesterday but cau

had rarely appeared in
legs had to be amputat
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peacefully, sur-
eswoman Andres Heght
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ne island of
no damage or

casualties, authorities said, AFP reports from Manila.

The quake, measuri
h objects sway in
cep

e in the city of Cagayan
beside the epicentre. Government volcanologi

2.5 on the Richter Scale, made
city of Iligan

but was barely per-
De Oro which is located just
sts said the

quake was caused by the movement of a local fault in Misamis

oriental province.

slim militants who shot and killed 18 Greek tourists

TSwlauers of Greek tourists killed:

near the pyramids were killed in a

nbattle with police,

Eﬂgt*a interior minister sald Saturday, AP reports from

The shooting erupted when police tried to arrest the men,

Hassan el-Al
others woun

said. Four policemen were also killed and 14
. he said in comments carried by the state-

run al-Akhbar al-Yom newspaper. El-Alfy did not say when

the militants were killed. But

militants believed to have c
shootout with
stronghold 260

lice said in April that two
out the attack died in a

lice in the town of Malawi., a militant
ometres (160 miles) south of Cairo.

Christopher to visit Israel next week:

US Secretary of State Warren Christopher will visit Israel

next week to help

repare Prime Minister elect Benjamin

Netanyahu's first official trip to Washington the Jerusalem
Post newspaper said on Sunday, Reuter reports from

Jerusalem.

Netanyahu's spokesman denied Christopher's visit was

reed. € newspaper,

uoting diplomatic sources, said

Christopher would also brief Netanyahu on “secret details” in
Israeli Syrian peace talks in which the US has played a role.

Gunmen kill 17 in Colombia : a

least 17 people were murdered in two separate grisly

incidents in Colombia early Saturday. police sai

from Bogota.

. AFP reports

In a crowded neighbourhood of the country's second city,

Medellin, heavily armed men o
men, killing 10 of them aged between 17 and 24.

pened fire on a gmu&gf young
ile

flee-

ing the scene the assailants opened fire again, killing two!

more
ately clear,

pri

apandreou recoveri.n%

minister Andreas Papandreou,

ouths. The motive for the massacre was not immedi-

« Former Greek
recovering from serious

lliness plans to attend his Pasok Party special congress at the

end of the month, the
reports from Athens.

parliament Speaker said Saturday, AFP

The 77-year-old socialist was forced to resign as the

country's leader in January

after coming close to death but

remains president of Pasok the ruling socialist party. Papan-
dreou whose return to the political scene has rated political
problems for his successor Prime Minister Costas Simitis is
very worried about the unity” of his party Speaker Apostols

amania said.

France condemns violence in Bahrain:
French President Jacques Chirac has sent a message of
support (o Bahrain assuring the Gulf Emirate of France's

backing lor its attempts (o restore order and stability the
Bahraini ageuey GNA said Saturday, AFP reports fram
Manaa, ;

Chirac told the Einir of Bahrain Sheikh Issa ibn Salman al
Khalifa. that he condemned recent violence in the Emirate
and nnderlined the friendly relations between the two coun-
tries GNA said. The Emir called for support from several

Burundi peace mediator
asks African states to
intervene if he fails

DARESSALAAM, June 16 :
Burundi peace mediator Mwal-
imu Julius Nyerere here today
asked African countries to in-
tervene in the country if his
ﬁ: initiatives failed, reports

ua.

The former Tanzania presi-
dent briefed the press of the
current political developments
in that war-battered country.

Nyerere was reacting to a
question posed on him on
whether he sanctioned the
idea of military intervention as
suggested by some African
countries recently.

"I don't find anything bad in
intervening with the situation
in Burundi if it gets off hand."
he said, adding "we cannot
keep quiet when we see our
neighbours kill each other."

e said the current devel-
opments in Burundi indicated

that the country would plunge
into bloodshed on a genocidal
scale, like the neighbourin
Rwanda where some one mil-
llon people were slaughtered
in 1994,

He said, however, there was
a big possibility for the antag-
onist parties in Burundi to
strike a deal for an everlasting

eace in their country
rough dialogue.

The mediator said that the
bone of the conflict was that
both the Hutu and the Tutsi
feared for their existence.

The Hutus account for an
estimated 85 per cent of Bu-
rundi's 5.6 million people. Bu-
rundi's blood letting was trig-

ered by a failed coup nst
he hgnv:rnmcnt of Ndedaye
and his Front, for Democracy in
Burundi (Frodebu) which won
71 per cent of the vote,

Afghan captors
allow 7 Russian
hostages to vote

MOSCOW, June 16: Seven
Russians held hosia eaglg
hanistan since August |
:Eu been allpwed by their
captors to take part in voting

for their new t. Inter-
fax news said on Satur-
day. Reuter.

interfax sald the crew of

g

ernment forces fighting

against Taliban.
Interfax qunt::d an official

Clinton expresses
outrage at blast
In Manchester

WASHINGTON, June |6:

President Bill Clinton ex-
Ercuud outrage at a bomb
last in Manchester, England
that injured more than 200
and vowed US support for the
‘continuing search for peace.®
reports :

Calling the blast a ‘brutal
and cowardly act of terrorism,
Clinton said the attack
‘underscores the need for all of
us to join together to fight ter-
rorism and violence in all parts
of the world.’

British Prime Minister John
Major said earlier the explo-
sion bore al the hallmarks of
the Irish Republican Army.

It was the first attack out-
side London since the IRA

‘broke off a 17-month ceasefire

with a bomb on February 9 in
the capital's Canary Wharf dis-
trict in which two people were
killed and scores injured.
Clinton noted that talks
almed at ending the conflict
over Northern Ireland had be-
gun in Belfast, and that the
eople of Northern Ireland
ad voted to send representa-
tives to those talks.

Diana criticised
for self-absorption

LONDON, June 16: Right-
wingers in Britain's ruling
Conservative Party have criti-
cised Princess Diana for her
“self-absorption” and called on
E;r to divorce from the Prince
Wales as quickly as possible.

press Ar;l?orta said today. re- |

ports h
They quoted an anonymous

editorial in the magazine Way
Forward, organ g a group
headed by former prime min-
ister Margaret Thatcher. that
said the princess had a
‘voracious appetite” for the
perks of royal life.

“The Princess of Wales has
steadily forfeited the sympathy
she so skillfully built up over
the last years,” the article said.

"Her self-absorption has be-
come increasingly apparent
and it is time to separate her
irrevocably from the core of
the institution which had ear-
{j]er Pe:n so ready 1o embrace

£T.

It added. "The future of the
monarchy is the Prince of
Wales and its future thereafter
is Prince William (Charles and

Diana's elder son).

Indian Muslims in
UK urge Gowda to
free TADA victims

LONDON, June 16: The In-
dian Muslim Federation in
Britain has urged the Indian
Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda to immediately release
innocent Muslims still impris-
oned under the Terrorists and
Disruptive Elements
(Prevention) Act (TADA), re-
ports PTIL.

In a letter to Gowda, the
chairman of the federation. 1 A
Shaikh said. ejection of BJP
from r was not an end,
but means to an end — justice
for minorities, particularly the
Muslims, would be done by giv-
ing them jobs in police, army
and governmental and semi-
governmental departments.

Any {1l feelings and
mistrust, specially on baseless
and assumed grounds against
any community was detrimen-
tal to healthy progress of the

| country, Shaikh said
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elections are underway in Chechnya.
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COLOMBO. June 16 . The
government toughened |ts
stance on talking peace with
Tamil Tiger rebels on Sunday
with the deputy defence min-
ister saving there will be no
negotiations until the guerillas
are lamed  reports Al

“We have 1o take them and

bring them to a position in
which they leel they have no
alternative but to talk to us
When we are sure they have
been tamed. then we will talk
with them " Gen Anuruddha

Ratwattle said

The rebels are fighting for a
homeland n the north and
easl for minonty Tamils They
accuse the majority Sinhalese,
who control the government

and military. ol widespread
discrimination in education
amd jobs. More than 42 000

ople have Lieen killed in the

ighting since the war hegan in
1983

The rebels muast pgive up
their weapons belore the pov-
ernment will negoniate. Rat-

Troops k

“Troops out/No elections” during
gathering on Grozny market place oni Saturday as the Russian presidential

. e

g ]

a protest
and local
—AFP/UNB photo

— —

watte said in an interview with
the state-owned Sunday Ob-

METVET .
"1 am lalkil:r about a com-
léte laying down of arms

lere Is no question of any

symbelic action.” Ratwatte
said
Ratwatte noted that the

rebels have. in the past, used
negotiations to prepare for
MOre War,

"Each .time. it was they who
broke off the talks and at
tacked without warning. This
time we will not make that
nistake, he said

The guerililas scuttled the
last peace Lalks and a truce In
April 1995 alter saying the
govermment was not sincere in
its efforts 1o end the war
peacefully.

Parliament is considering
Prestident Chandrika Ku

lm?'l plan to make Sri
Lanka a federation of eight re-

gions, including a Tamil-dony
nated one. each with wide
powers of self-rule.

ill 8 LTTE rebels in f;

Govt wants to tame
before talking peace

htin

The rebels hdve rejected
the proposal. which would also
have to be accepted by voiers
in a referendum.

The guerillas have been re-
treating in the (ace of a series
of military onsla ts which
began in the northern Jaffna
Peninsula in October

The rebels have tried to di-
vert ir awny [rown the main
frout in the north by attacking
small military bases in the

easl. massacring Sinhalese
ctvillans.
AFP add  Security forces

stepped up attacks against
Tamil guerillas, killing at
least eight rebels In separate
confrontations, defence olffi-
cials here said totlay

Troops killed six men of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) and seized their
weapons In the northern
peninsula of Jaffna overnight
while two more were killed In
the eastern distrnict of Bat-
ticaloa, ollicials said,
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Top Israeli peacemaker
pessimistic about ME peace

JERUSALEM, June 16: A
top lsraeli peacemaker pre-

dicted Saturday that the
cimer I-wi govern-
ment yahu

will not pursue a final peace

Eﬂmnt h:gl the Palestini-
. reports AP.

"He will not go forward with

an agreement with the Pales-

May 29 election.

Although he says he now
accepts the existing Pales-
tinian autonomy in the West
Bank and Gaza and will con-
tinue peace talks. he remains
strongly opposed to the inde-

state which Palestini-
ans hoped would be the end
result of the process.

i,

Police handuut- photo of bomb damages in Ma;;he.éter City Centre after an explosive device
concealed in a van went off on Saturday. More than a hundred persons were injured, four of
them critically. Police reported that a person using an IRA code telephoned a warning.

—AFP/UNB photo

"Tough days ahead as SLORC firm

to destroy pro-democracy move'

BANGKOK June 16: A senior
member of Myanmar's exiled

opposition expects ditficult
days ahiead as the military gov
ernment in Yangon continues

trying to destroy the country s
democracy movement. the
Bangkok Posi reported today.
says Reuler,

The comments were made
by Tin Maung Win. vice presj-
dent of the Democratic Al-

F liance ol Burma. an umbrella

organisation ol anti-govern-
ment groups.

‘T see more dillicult days
ahead as the SLORC. in a futile

attempt to destroy the pro-

democracy movement, com-
mits more hlunders and be-
come mmore irrational.” Tin
Maung Win said. relerring to
the ruling State Law and Order
Restoration Council ISLORC).
He told the Post i an in-
terview he Lthinks the Burimese
—people will act as one and be-

come more defiant of the
regime and more assertive in
theéir quest for democracy.

Tin Maung Win's remarks
come amid growing pressure
by the SLORC on the democ-
racy movement in Myanmar

Frenchmen march
against tough
immigration laws

PARIS, June 16: Several
thousand people marched
through major French cities on
Saturday to protest against in-
creasingly tough immigration
laws and to demand residency
rights for long established mi-
grants without documents, re-
ports Reuter.

Organisers sald 10,000
people took part in a march

through central Paris. -

led by Nobel Peace laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi.

The military government
last month launched a sweep-
ing crackdown ‘on the opposi-
tion. arresting more than 250
democracy activists ahead of a
controversial congress of Suu
Kyi's National League for
Democracy (NLD).

It later Ireed most df the
politicians. but some are said
to be in prison and a handful of
others have since resigned
from the NLD.

Tin Maung Win said the op-
positionn movement has de-

- cided to step up its drive for

democracy in Myanmar since
it does not believe the SLORC's
promise to transfer power to
an elected civilian government.

"It is no longer necessary to
receives SLORC's blessings to
restore democracy to Burma.”
he said. -

China, Russia moving toward geo-political alliance

MOSCOW/BEIJING, June
16: Once close allies, then bit-
ter rivals, Russia and China are
today moving toward what ana-
lysts in Beijing and Moscow
view as a potentially powerful

cn-rolltl::al alliance that will

closely watched by Western
and Asian governments, re-
ports [PS.

Neither China nor Russia
seek a return to Cold War
ears, and the two see mutual

ts for forming an alliance
that would counter perceived
Western interference in their
traditional spheres of influ-
ence.

In Moscow's case, the con-
cern is of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation's (NATO)
expansion into Eastern and
Central Europe.

For Beijing, the 100,000
American ps in Asia are
seen as a potential obstacle to
the speedy reunification of

Talwan with the mainland and
ta China's eventual bid to claim
disputed territory in South
China Sea waters.

"One of the reasons for
Moscow's new emphasis on
the Far East is its disenchant-
ment with Western democra-
cies, which do not regard the
Kremlin as an equal partner.
Just look at NATO's expansion
pPlans,” says Alexei Voskresen-
ski, a senior expert with the
Russian Academy of Sciences’
Far Eastern Studies Institute.

On the other hand China
sees the cementing of ties
with Russia serving its own
ambitions. "China wants to se-
cure all its borders, especially
the one with Russia so that it

‘;muthtﬂ its sights to the
5 t..“ Eﬂj!“l a M‘
alyst in Beij iy

So that although
Chinese communists det
Yeltsin's democratic creden-

or

tials, the Russian president
was welcomed with open arms
when he visited Beijing in
April.

Yeltsin's visit: was on the

heels of the visit to Seoul and
Tokyo, of US President Bill
Clinton who not only reaf-
firmed the continued presence
of US troops in the region, but
together with Japanese Prime
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto,
carved out an enhanced role
for Japan in Asian security.

Analysts say China therefore
viewed the April 24-26 visit of
Yeltsin as the perfect response
to the Clinton's trip.

Russian-Chinese bilateral
documents finalised during the
visit included a joint declara-
tion on international policy co-
operation in the Asia-Pacific
region, as well as agreements
on military aid and energy,
transport and cemmunications
projects.

'TheJ two also discussed a
F’ad on three disputed plots of
and on the border, which are
to go to China under a 1991
delimitation treaty. Yeltsin's
commitment to return dis-
Euted border lands to China

as been appreciated by the
Chinese leadership.

The pace of Russian-Chi-
nese relations has steadily
ained momentum since
eltsin first visited in Decem-
ber 1992. Two years later the
Chinese reciprocated, coming
to Moscow to sign no-strike
first nuclear accords.

And while Beijing indicates
there can be no return to the
Stalin-Mao 'eternal bond' of
the 40s and early 50s, they
also maintain that the tension
of the 19608 when rival
regimes nearly went to war in
1969 in a border elash over a
diasputed river island, are also

long forgotten days.

egffﬂﬂﬂ km Sino-Rus-
sian-border that once wit-
nessed bitter clashes between
Russian and Chinese armies,
now hums with bilateral trade
that touched 5.46 billion US
dollar last year.

"Moscow believes the
Russo-Chinese alliance to-
gether with the political and
military bond of the Common-
wealth of Independent States
can become a counter-balance
to NATO expansion,” Veskre-
senski says.

"But such an alliance must
not be directed expressly

ainst the West," he says.
"Russia should keep its West-
ern and eastern policies on
different 3!3:1:&5 allowing it
geopolitical stability and in-
tensive contact with all par-
ties",

Thousands of people

crosg over Bonn's Kennedy
trade union rally to condemn Chancellor Helmut
estimated the crowd at 350,000.

tinians based on what was
signed both sides.” said
Yossi . @ Cabinet minister
wh.o engineered the lsrael-PLO
aulonomy accords. “The results
rﬂ.ﬂbc grave for the future of
&I ;

no intention” of
May

tlement. said Beilin,

rel and centrist grou
in an effort to eonclude
tion deals that will enable him
to present a new govermment
to the Knesset for approval
next week.
leader. a

Likud Part
bitter the Israel-
PLO accerds, scored a narrow
upset victory over Prime Min-
ister Shimon Peres in Israel's

cerned that the
summit in Cairo

ation.

ship. despite its efforts.

The emerging Israeli gov-
ernmnent, based on parties that
opposed the Israel-PLO peac
deals. indicates Netanyahu “has

meeting the
1999 deadline set for
reaching for a final peace set-

The Palestinians and other

Arab nations. increasingly con-

peace
is in danger. have m

later this
mon th to discuss the new situ-

Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat accused Ne-
tanyahu of avoiding contact
with the Palestinian leader-

Afghan leaders planned
meet in US criticised as
pro-govt factions ignored

KABUL. June 16: A senior
Alghan govérnment - official
Saturday criticieed a
meeting of Adghan leaders in
Wash on, saying the spon-
sors had ignored some impor-

tant H-erm'ncnt fact .
r!:'pm'rir —

breakaway Shi'ite

had not been invited.
He said

main milita

Ahmad Shah Masood. had been.

Deputy Foreign Minister invited as leaders of Shurai

Abdu im Ghafoorzai de- Nazar group despite the fact

scribed the move which is re- that the group has since

portedly » by US Se- merged with Ra i's Jamiat-
nator ank Brown as i-Islami Party

imbalanced and regrettable’ The official said many

but said the Afghan govern-
ment would lttl“n:; the meet-
ng.

The chairman of the US
Senate sub-committee for the
Near East and South Asia has
reportedly invited leaders of

han factions to a conference
in Washington on June 25 to

outside anistan as

discuss ways to resolve the resignation but confirmed that
Alghan civil war. hé had not been present in his
Brown retently toured office for around two weeks

Mihnnl-tln to meet various

loaders.

Ghafoerzal sald Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar's Hezb-1-Islami, Ra-
sul Sayyafs Itihad-i-Islami.
Ayaullah Mohseni's Harakat-i-

detail. Ghafoorzal said

Off the Record
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Discm;mialong

5 with partner

BRASILIA : The last known specimen in the wild of a rare
breed ol Brazilian parrot flew the coop just as scientists were
hoping it might mate with a female raised in captivity, a
newspaper said on Saturday. reports Reuter.

Biologlst Marcos Da-Re told Correio Braziliense the so-
called small blue ot disappeared along with a female from
a dilferent breed mwn as the maracana parrot, which had
been its partner for several rs.

The maracana had prevented a small blue temale raised in
a zoo and introduced as a potential mate. from approaching
its possible partner. Now cattle handlers and hunters are on
the lookout for the flyaway birds in the remote Raso Da
Catarinna area of Bahia state. northeastern Brazil.

The small blue parrot. scientifically known as cyanopsitta
spixii, was virtually wiped out by hunting until Da Re backed

. by mmlernational wild life groups. began promoting conserva-
tion among local communities. the newspaper said.

As well as tRe wild ale. 15 specimens ol the small blue
parrol are known 1o be in captivity around the world, it said.

Usualcardmc exam of
an unusual patient

WASHINGTON: Evérything about the high-tech cardiovas-
cular exam was standard — except for the patient. reports AP.

It took a dart to anesthetise him. It took six people to
carry his 370-pound [170-kilogram) hairy frame into the op-
eration room. And while the electrocardiogram was in pro-
cess, it took twe doctors to clean his teeth.

' The cardiovascular exam on Gus the gorilla is part of an
ongoing effort by the National Zoo to improve the health and
longevity of these primates. The procedure. funded by the
z00. has been done belore on nine orangutans and four other
gorillas — two ol them inales — since September 1995.

Dr Richard Cambre. head of the department of animal
health at the zoo, said the examination was important because
gorillas. especially males. have a relatively high incidence of
cardiovascular disease. Some have even died. one as recently
as two months ago in Seattle.

A medical team of nine — all of them masked and dressed

in green robes — hooked Gus up onto monitors with green,

blue and orange bands and inserted a tube into his windpipe
to help him breathe an anesthetic. the same type used in hu-
man operating rooms.

Then. with the beeping sound of Gus' heart echoing
through the room. the team took his blood pressure — it was
normal — monitored his breathing and his heart rate and
then began the ultrasound procedure.

As the monitor showed the fuzzy image of Gus' heart
pumping blood, Dr Steven Goldstein. a cardiologist who did
the electrocardiogram, noticed that although the gorilla's
aortas were normal. His left ventricle was not squeezing out as

much blood as it should,

Goldstein said that he had detlected the same abnormality
in one of the two other male gorillas he has tested.

Cambre said that he and the other physicians will study
tapes of the examination to determine what the next step

would be.

)
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on their way to the hugest post-war
'8 stifl austerity programme. Police
‘ —AFP/UNB photo

Islami and Wahdat-i-Islami a
faction

headed by Mohammad Akbari.

President
Burhanuddin Rabbani and his
commander

Afghans had been invited from

though no experts from within
the country had been invited.

"When one believes in a po-
litical process no one should
be negated.” Ghafoorzai said. .

He denied reports of his

because of problems with his
seniors, which he would not
the

problems were bBeing sorted
out and that he hoped to re-
turn to work in coming days.
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