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said.

"We are im ucd by the
fact that only Pre ing sta-
Hnrunl'ntutn]u[i&&ﬁ?—lﬂn
than one half of one per cent —
were to discontinue vo due
to disruptions. This testifies to
the administrative achieve-
ment and the generally peace-
ful condition that prevailed.”
Peacock observed.

Solarz however said that
many places were quite
crowded early in the day and
more could perhaps be done to
streamline the process.

Andrew Ellis. former chief
adviser, Palestinian Election
Commission said his team ob-
served harassment of minority
voters in Chittagong-6 and
Chittagong-7 constituencies
where threats of violence were
made to discourage many who
wanted to cast vote.

In response to a questicn

on BNP's complaint ol wides-
read rigging. Solarz said,

ey provided us with little
specific information.” "We as-
sume that they will file with
the electoral authorities those
complaints for which they have
well-documented evidence.”
he added.

Peacock said, "It is not only
in the interest of the people.
but in their personal political
interest that those who will
not take part in the next gov-
ernment should accept the re-
sults with

Peacoc also praised
Sheikh Hasina for her yester-
day's statement that her party
would immediately Initiate
consultation with all the politi-
cal parties and begin a process
of reconciliation.

E I} L]

The outcome of June 12
elections accuratel J' reflected
the way the Bangladesh people
voted. said the European
Union [EU) election observer
team.

The team urged all the po-
litical parties to accept the
polls results.

Speaking at a press briefing
organised the Centre for
Analysis and Choice and held
at a city hotel yesterday, the
EU observers said voting was

conducted in a calm and

friendly manner.
in a written statement read
out by leader of the team Sena-
De Zulueta (Italy).
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on the whnit

Among others, the press
conference was atten and
addressed by Head of the Eu-
ropean Commission tion
in Bangladesh Micheal Drury.
British High Commissioner in
Banglade Peter J Fowler,
Ambassador of Italy in Bangla-
desh Raffaele Mainiero, Jour-
nalist Inge Estvad Petersen
(Denmark). Ronan Brady
(Ireland). Andrew Bruce (UK).

In reply to questions., the

ressmen were told that the
996 election was much fairer
than it was in 1991.

The EU mission that in-
cluded 29 observers from EU
countries and three from Nor-
way, noted that there were
some problems on the day in a
very small number of polling
centres where polling had to
be suspended. "But the EU ob-
server group is convinced that
the electors were very well
served by the election officials
and that, on the whole. the
voting took place in a calm at-
mosphere."

Admitting the limitations of
the EU group that visited only
l?;iogollmg centres out ol the

the observers said that
it had been ssible for them
to come conclusions in an en-
tirely independent fashion.

Answering a question, Zu-
lueta said, allegation of massive
rigging was not supported by
documents and su lllqln:nl evi-
dence. She hoped that all par
ties would help fugther the
process of democracy in the
country. Expressing satisfac-
tion over the turn out espe-
cially over women voters turn
out, Zulueta said le were
growing conscious r]a}rg day.

The newsmen were told
that in a couple of cases in-
delible ink was not being used
and a few polling-boxes were
closed without being sealed.

Rr:pt‘s.lnng to another ques-
tion team leader said
there were something for the

Election free, fair: Observers

developed countries to learn
from thu election (under a

caretaker government).
Japanese team

Shin Sakurai. leader of
nine-member Japanese elec-
tion observation m, yester-

day said the June 12 eral
elections in Banglades
free, fair and impartial, accor
ding to BSS.

¢ have an impression that
this election was conducted
fairly. peacefully and in an
orderly manner on the while
Sakurai, a member of house of
representative told a news
conference here

The team. which visited
polling centres in 7 con
stituencies in Dhaka and

Comilla. smoothly carried out
their observation, Sakural. who
belongs to Liberal Democratic
Party. said the team includes
lour sitting MPs and two
lormer members of house ol
representatives

Sakurai in a written state
ment said "we found that elec
lion executing bodies generally
well organised and operating
in an orderly manner.,” he
however. noted the team came
to learn some cases ol concern
that included confusion among
voters created by inadequate

Continued on Page 2

Accident
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Hospital (DMCH) said. Robi
wa.-f_jrﬁlamng al roadside

e injured for was taken
to the DMCH where the doc-
tors declared him dead, medi-
cal sources added.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Sylhet writes: An oldman
was Killed in a road accident
on Jagannathpur-Sylhet road
yesterday morning The
unidentified victims 70 was
crushed under the wheels of a

eedin minibus at
Shahonhabi. The bus was going
to Sylhet from Jagannat
thana headquarters, after the
accident, the agitated villagers
seized the vehicle (Sylhet Ja-
0012) and handed it over to
the police. They blocked the
road for about two hours.

Che Buily Star
Russia goes to polls

tomorrow

MOSCOW. June 14: More
than 1,000 international elec-
tion observers are conver
on Russia to monitor Su
hotly contested presidential
election, In an to guell
mounting concerns about vote
fraud. reporis AP.

They will join the hundreds
of thousands of Russian ob-
servers expected at the
93.500 polling stations across
Russia's 11 time zones.

The Ileading two con-
tenders, PFPresident Boris
Yeltsin and Communist leader
Gennady Zyuganov, have ac-
cused each other of plan nﬁ
to rig the vote, and I'I.I‘I"l! bot

vowed to send representatives

o each polling place.

The international observers,
like similar delegations in
Russia for parliamentary polls
in 1993 and 1995, are allowed
to monitor the entire process.
from ballot distribution to the
final counting.

But many are e ted to
ieave Monday or Tuesday,
which some wam is too caer
It takes days. even weeks for

voites 1o trickle in from
Russia s {ar-flung provinces
The morning after last

December's parliamentary
eiections — when just a frac-
tion of the vote had been

JP: President
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Immediately after his re-
turn to Dhaka T'hurldar night
from his constituency in
Barisal. Manju on an Invitation
from Awami League Chiel
Sheikh Hasina, had a half-an
hour discussion with her on
post -poll situation.

Khaleda

From page |

Even | mysel talked to the
high officials of the govern-
ment who also failed to take
any action . vult-ri ng went
on unterrupted . e said

Speaking on Irrrgulaﬂuu
in the process of announcing
election results, Begum Zia
said, "Television and dio an-
nounced BNP candidates win
ners and later the results were
reversed Announcement of
results of those seats, where
the BNP nominees were lead
ing. was postponed.

Begum Zia also alleged that
because of terrorism unleashed
by a party, many of her party
candidates including KM An-
war, Nurul Huda and Shahidul
Haq Jamal had to flee from
their respective areas.

She demanded immediate
Investigation into the matters,
trial of the persons responsible
and repaolling in all those cen-
ires.

counted — a group of Western
ambassadors issued a state-
ment hailing the elections as
free and fair.

Later, some observers re-
ported '‘anomalies in some
provinces that helped the
Communists and ultranational-
ist Viadimir Zhirinovsky in the
1995 race. Other sald anoma-
lies helped Yeltsin's constitu-
tion squeak through in 1993.

The International Repub-
lican Institute, which has sent
a group including former US
Attorney General Richard
Thornburgh, will leave a few
delegates in the regions for

the laborious vote count

Polls observers
meet Hasina

A number of international
polls observers yesterday met
Awami League Prtlldcnt
Sheikh Hasina at her Dhan-
mondi residence yesterday,
reports BSS. |

The lis observers iIn-
cluded US Congressman and
NDI observer group Ileader
Stephen Solarz, leader of
Commonwealth Is observer
delegation and jormer foreign

minister of Malaysia Dr Gazali
Shafie and SAARC observer
teamm leader Anora Ban
daranaike.

British member of Parlia
ment Peter Shore also met
Sheikh Hasina yesterday

During the meeting. the
polls observers narrated their
experience saying that a huge
number of voters could exer
cise their right to franchaise
without any hindrance and the
clection was totally free. {air
and neutral. a press release of
the Awami League said

Awami League president
welcomed the members of the
observer groups and thanked
the people, caretaker govern
ment, Election Commission
government officers and em
ployees, law enforcing agen
cies., army and International
polls observers for their his
toric role

AL-BNP clash
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Durning the clash. BNP sup
porters alltgfdl severed
wrists of two Chhatra League
sent to

activists. ThJ were
Dhaka Medical College Hospi
tal in eritical condition

Two BNFP workers were
admitted to Thana He-
alth Complex with head in-

juries.

Later. several houses of BNFP
supporiers were dam and
a private car of an Awami
League worker was set afire.
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Errata

On the Back Page of our
Friday's issue, the p of Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain
was inadvertently printed un-
der caption "Stalwarts Who
Lost Polls". In fact, the election
:‘E:uliu céf, his r:nnlutucnc

omilla - -al ﬁl:lnﬂi
the EC. hdd
in ten ccntn:: !n the seat.
regret the mistake.

India extends
ban on LTTE

NEW DELHI, June 14: The
Indian government has ex
tended until July 1998 a ban
on Sri Lanka's rebel Tamil
Tiger organisation. accused of
assassinating former prime
minister Rajiv Gandhi. officials
said today, reports AFP

it was the first decision by
the cabinet of new Prime Min-
ister H D Deve Gowda after he
won a crucial vote of confi-
dence In arliament on
Wednesday. the officials said

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) was first
outlawed by New Delhi after
Gandhi was assassinated by a
suicide bomber at an election
rally near the southern Indian
city ol Madras on May 2]
1991

The LTTE has denied
kiling Gandhi, who as prime
minister sent Indian troops o
Sri Lankas embattled north
east In 1987.

Raushan demands
recounting of votes
in 2 constituencies

Jatiya Party senijor presid
lum member Begum Raushan
Ershad has demanded

recounting of votes Iin her

Sherpur | and Mymensingh
11 constituencies alleging
massive irregularities during
the polling and vote counting
there, reports HSS.

In a statement, she alleged
that her agents were forcefully
ousted from different centres
of the constituencies during
the polling “with the help of
the administration. "

Begum Ershad also claimed
that p r procedures were
not mlfe ed during the
counting ol voles in Lhe con-
slituencies.

Tmhdﬂmda-syetto

ANAKARA. June 14: The leader of Turkey's pro-islamic

Welfare Party. Necmettin Erbakan. and former Tansu
Ciller failed to form a coalition government to
carryanulhmg,m:chututhclﬁadensaﬂ. e will

evaluate Erbakan's proposals for a coalition.” Eiillu'l‘ddrtv
porters in a brief news conference after a three-hour meeting

with Erbakan. reports AFP.

'Ureagate' : Rao's son

NEW DELH]. June In-
dian detectives mmnummd the
son of former prime minister
P V Narasimha Rao today for
his al role in a shady fer
tiliser deal. the latest scandal
to hit the embattled national
leader, s AFP
A qmun for the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) said detectives ques-
tioned Prabhakar Rao at the

cy s headquarters here for
wit three hours in connec
tion with the 38 million dol
lars scandal

"He is being c Ta
five, Beyond that | lwﬂﬂ?n;lrh-
ing to say.” said CBIl official P C
Sharma. adding Rao's son had
denied any wrongdoing to the
CBl and matntained that he
had been falsely implicated

Prabhakar Rao and a relative
have been accused of recefving
four milllon dollars for the

| 995 deal struck between a
little-known Turkish compan
and the state-run Nationa
Fertilisers Ltd (NFL) to import
200,000 tonnes of urea.

The consignment never
reached India, but the Turkish
firm was paid the full sum in
advance against usual

The junior Rao has said the
charges filed against him were

pOEHt ‘al vendetla

“Linking m?r name in the
scam is a political con-
spiracy to dtfamc my father.”
Rao told a journalist here.

CBI officials have also inter-
rogated another political scion.
Prakash Chandra Yadav, whose
father was the Chemicals and

} Fertilisers Minister in Rao's

terrmted

Con en overnment

whic out in the

April- elections.
mmMm

lilekd hﬁﬂmblslvl Rao, the
urkis company's lndian
agent. former

Director C K lelhrhhnm
and NFL official D S Kanwar for
15 days each.

The State Bahk of India said
Thurldlf that four officiala
sh deal hadth::lhlh‘mr.
i suspended
after preliminary investigation.

Hasina
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sake of democracy and stabil-

When the CNN correspon-
dent observed that the BNF's
getting more than 100 seats
also ated that it had
not done bad in the election,
Hasina said: "This shows it was
a free election.”

Asked about Bangladesh's
relations with India. Hasina
sald her party believes in re-
solving the Ganges water dis-
I)utt and other issues with
ndia through bilateral nego-
tiations. “We believe in friend-
ship to all and malice to none."

AL observes
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lul Haq, Siddiqur Rouf Khan,
Dr Harun-ur-Rashid. Akhtarul
Alam, Dr Mizanur Rahman and
Saber Hussain Chowdhury,
participated in milad mahiil
and special prayers imn the
Baitul Mukarram :
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