DHAKA SATLRDAY, JUNI

JESSORE, June 14: At lea-
st 10 lakh

under burnt of economic

hardship and miseries in 10

thanas of three districts in
south-western zone of the
country as waterlo dam-
aged huge n%rleullur prod-
ucts in last 13 years, accord-
ing to district Agriculture Ex-
tension Department,

Accord o local sources,
nearby one lakh hectares of
cultivable lands in Sadar, Ob-
hainagar, Mopirampur and Ke-
shabpur thanas of Jessore,
Daulatpur, Metro, Botiaghata,
Fultala and Dmmuria of Khulna
and Tala thana of Satkhira dis-
tricts have been abandoned
for cultivation. Infiltration of
saline water from sea and
steady growth of waterloggin
in the ning heels, have
to this situation.

It is learnt that total dam:
age caused to various cul-
tural * products including
paddy, vegetables, and other
e ;ﬂ ‘adn mtﬂ]:impermdd o

e heads ng s :
exceeds over Taka 400 crore.

!;m:: t:; nﬂ!ciai! statis-
tical report, loss of cpops
amounts to Taka 18 50
lakh againélst gfroducuun of 74
lakh maunds of paddy per .
“This re is csﬁmat:gltui the
rate of crop production of 10
maunds per bigha and selli
rate Taka 250 per mau:‘ﬁg.
This total loss on account of

op damage comes to Taka
240 crore during the last 13
years. According to another
source a total of two lakh fami-
lies have become victims of

circumstances arising out of
waterlogging in the respec-
tive areas.

In vegetable cultivation,
there. has been loss worth

people are groaning

L
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Taka 9 crore 40

figure is the result of weekly
incoine at the rate of Taka 100

r family and Taka 4.800 ' per
amily per year. It appears a to-

tal of Taka 122

lost in this side '11
Loss of valuable

walerlogged areas

period under review has been
according
forest and agriculture depart-
ment office sources. A source
said- that the actual amount of
-loss on account of this head is
over Taka 5 crore if the value

colossal,

of each tree is
worth Taka 1000.

" According
vey, 10

at the rate of Taka

r
house. Besides, a good numgeer
madrasahs and

of schools,
mosque have also been dam-
aged too. .

ccording ' to

soufce, due to waterlo
that has adversely affected
agricultural work in the area,
more than two lakh men have
three
men have left the area to try

become jobless,
luck elsewhere gi
own agricultur
Thousands o
living there,
tacked with various

13 years.

to unofficial sur-
r cent of the total
houses ol two lakh families,
were destroyed due to onrush
of flash flopods from time to
time, during this period. Thus
the amounts to Taka twa crore

fpmgtssinn.
people still
have been at-

lakh. This

climate.
people at

crore were

irées in the
during the

lo local
remained open

this practice.

food by effecting
considered

there

into I:n:lnﬁ
Accordin

10,000
Initially.

along the coastal
stopping infiltration of
saline water from the sea and
also by constructin
merit the them. WAPDA came
sometime in 1960.
y lot of sluice-gates
were built and local
were benefited on implemen-
tation of the pr-::rllccts.
driners
bumper crops from local 52
beels of the area. But it was for

was cause of this misery.
According to the affected
people, prior to sixties, they
cultivated land and grew aburi-
dant crops, depending on the
In several places,
their own con-
structed wooden made "Agori”
gate to control onrush of saline
water. During high tide, Agort
gate remained closed and it
only during
ebb-tide. Farmers were used to

To ensure growth of more
flood control

belt and

embank-

eople

got

a short time. Whole situation

another
ing

jects, designed .b

tion of local
lakh

up their

health haz-

In 1980. waterlogging
severe shape within span of
three years spreading over 200
miles. During the visit this
correspondent talked to water

went on a drastic change and
it was proved that the pro-
foreign ex-
perts without taking sugges-
people into ac-
~count, did not serve the pur-

tgok

ard. Infiltration of saline water
in massive quantity and conse-
quent crisis of fresh drinking
water has brought this situa-
tion., according to the survey
report.

During a visit to the water-
logged areas recently. This
correspondent talked with
some people to find out what

experts and: water develop-
ment board authorities bes

local people were also con-
sulted. They inlormed that
drastic fall in navigations in
the river. has created water-
lo . Lack of river dr:dgciﬁ
for long aggravated by d

streams from upper head of
river Padma following the’ ad-

verse effects of Farakka bar-
rage have helped silt up river
beds connecting the coastal
belt. A visit to the area will
show that the river-beds are
much higher than those of 52
beels. As such, excess water
can not move out from beels.

Again quite a good number
of structures including bridge,
culverts sluice gates shrimp
culture farms and embank-
ments have been erected
indiscriminately and in un-
planned way hampering nor-
mal waterflow by these rivers
and beels. '

Alleged negligence to
maintain sluice gates, faulty
water management system and
corruption in canal re-exca-
vation have intensified growth
of waterlogging.

- A source said that it be-
came routine for the govern-
ment to allocate fund worth
crores, of Taka in the name of
reclamation of the waterlogged
beels every year. After some-
time, it was proved that the
projects did nothing to remove
the problem.

According to sources, dur-
ing fiscal 1987-88, B8-89, 89-
90. 90-9]1 and 91-92 silts de-
posited in canals were mixed
with water to clear the outlet
but in vain. -

In 1988, Khulna coastal re-
habilitation project was taken
up at a cost of Taka 64 crore.
Its implementation was
stopped soon after the local
public opposed and donor
agencies expressed dissatis-
factions over the manner, the

project was being imple-
mented.
The coastal Embankment

Rehabilitation Project-2, take-
n up later on was also dro
due to some technical faults.

35 posts of pry
teachers lying
vacant in

Madaripur

MADARIPUR. Juane 14 : A
total of 55 posts of primary
teachers has been lying vacant
for a long time hampering ed-
ucation in six thanas of Shari-
atpur district, reports BSS.

According to Primary Edu-
cation Department sources,
posts ef three headmasters
and four assistant teachers are
lying vacant in sadar, two hea-
dmasters and eight assistant
teachers in '‘Badarganj. two
» headmasters and five assistant
teachers in Damuddah. two
headmasters and three assis-
tant teachers in Gosherhat. 11
headmasters in Jajira and four
headmasters and || assistant
teachers in Naria thana.

Besides, posts of five thana
education ér. one assistant
education officer have also
been lying vacant for a long

. time.

, 'Coﬁlplete history
~of Bangla
literature needed

In greater interest’

RAJSHAHI. June 14 Speak
ers al a seminar on Saturday
underscored the need for writ-
ing a correct and complete
history of Bangla literature in
the greater national interest.
reperts BSS.

This ti:rll was r;udt at the
opening a fwo-day seminar
on “Bangla of Twentieth Cen
tury and the Problems in
Writing the History of Bangla
Literature.” :

Held at Senate Bhaban, the
seminar was organised by the
Institute of Studies
(IBS). Rajshahi University.

Presided over by Vice
Chancellor, Rajshahi Univer
sity. Prof M Yusuf Ali, the sem-
inar was addressed, among
others. by National Prolessor

Ali Ahsan. Pro-Vice

Dr Altaf Hossain,

Director General. Bangla

Academy Dr Mansur Musa,

former general of Na-

tional Museum Dr. Enamul
Hug, Professor of

De-

hammad Moniruzzaman.
IBS director Mahmud Shah
Prof. Nurul Islam. Dr
in Chowdhury and Dr
Zainul Abedin.

Scholars from Dhaka Chit-
Barisal and other parts
the coun are atiending
High Commissioner T Bora was

also on the occasion.
A total of fourteen papers
will be read out at the seminar
by eminent scholars of the

It was informed at the sem-
inar that Bangla is a multi-lin-
‘mass literature. A com-
plete history of Bangla litera-
ture was first written Roy
Bahadur Dinesh Chandra Sen
but the writings of the i-
als were not scienti y ex-
amined. For which there was
some mistakes in continuation

of hisiory of Bangla literature.
Arms recovery
drive : 410
held in Sherpur

mudm“% Juml: 1?: Police
dalf TeEs € - FOT 5=
sessing mcgajp::?ﬁm and F;jm-
munition from five thanas of
the distriet during the last
three weeks. reports UNB.

The recovered arms and
affmnurnition inchaded 11 pipe
guns. one revolver, 34 rounds
of builets. 12 . two
bayonets. 59 cocktails 20
Ramdaos and two knives The
drive was launched from
20 w June 6.
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KURIGRAM: Prof ABM Majibar Rahman, Principal of Government Girls' College dis-

tributing prizes to the winners of annual athletic meet of the college here recently.

— Star photo

Faridpur district

Posts of 36 doctors out
of 119 remain vacant

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, June 14 Medi-
cal ireatment across the dis-
trict is being hampered owing
to shortage of doctors in

ent hospitals and health

and one medical officer under
Sadarpur THC and also a med
ical officer In union health
complex in the thana, one
med officer (MO} in Bhanga
THC: resident medical officer
(RMO), dental surgeon and
four medical officers in N
kanda THC and lour unjon hea-
Ith complexes are lying vacant
respectively. In Boalmari THC,
is of ‘snamulugy consul-
L. den and three
medical officers of three union
health c s and in Alfad-
THC the post of ae-
consultant, den SLr-
geon and a medical officer and
also that .of a medical officer in
union. health complex under
the thana are lying vacant.

Moreover, -posts of ﬂnam&loF
consultant, medicine consul-
Lant and anaesthesian and two

medical officers in two union
health clinics under Madhu-
khali thana are lying vacant.

feit that the
mi should immediately be

up to ensure medicare as
well as health for all by the end
of vear 2000, as pledged by the

lortner government.

it is widely

Interest-free
loan project
in Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA. June 14:A pro-
ramme of interest-free loan
isbursement has been under-
taken by the Soctal Wellare Dy
rectorate at Palashbart Thana
in the dmstrict during the cur
rent fiscal year with a view to
alleviate poverty.

On this occasion a f" Lo-
gether of cross section of
»eople was held at Palashbari
hana Parishad auditorium on
May 26. Mr Mizanuddin, Direc-
tor. Social Welfare Directorate
wias present as chiefl guest.
Pre gver by Bikash Chan-
dra Saha, TNO Palashbari, the
ﬁlhﬂing was addressed by

aferraj] Hossain, Depuly
Commissioner, Niluler I:Iet.rnm
Deputy Director, Social Wel-
fare, . Delwar Hossain,
and Shahidur Rahman.

Later the chief guest for-
mally inaugurated the pro-
gramme and disbursed Taka
two Jakh 50 thousand among
130 members of different rural
organisations. The loan was
given under interest-free pro-
gramme to wipe out peverty
with petty business.

Meanwhile a hishwa rob-
bery was at eya
Pa under Palashbart Thana
on Gaibandha-Palashbari high-
way on May 25.

A case was

fi] -
Paiashbernt thas. =TT wuh

.......

Jhenidah: Mirzapur
thana recently.

Amena Khatun Junior high school was blown down by storm

in Sailkupa

— Star photo

National

Waterlogging hits cultivation in
3 thanas of south-western zone

restry an
ect to the approval of insti-
tute's academic council and

of Suturia vill

4
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40 candidates

security money
forfeited 1n
' -
B'baria

BRAHMANBARIA, June 14:
Security money of 40 candi-
dates, out of total 57 in six
constituencies of the district,
was forfeited in Wednesday's
unsettled general election, re-
ports UNB.

Election Office sources said
a former state minister of the
Zia government, -Dr Mohamm-
ad Faridul Huda. who contes-
ted the polls as an indepen-
dent candidate in Brahman-
baria 2 and 3 constituencies,
lost security money in both
seats. '

Fazlul Haq Amini, a front-
ranking leader of Sammilita
pangram Parishad. an alliance
of some pro-islamic groupings,
lost security in all the three
seats —Brahmanbaria 2, 3 and
5 — he contested.

Jamaat-e-Isltami, which
faced a complete rout in the
elections, put up candidates in
all the six constituencies. but
all of them lost their security
due to poor show.

Meanwhile, a procession of
Awami League came under at-
tack at Srighar village in
Nasirnagar thana of the district
on Thursday which left seven
people injured.

our of them were admitted
lo Nasimagar Health Complex
for treatment.

Awami League blamed local
unit of Jatiya Party for the at-
tack. No case was filed till fil-
ing of this report.

New dept
in [PSA

GAZIPUR, June 14:
tute of Pos

Insti-
tgraduate Studies in

Agriculture (IPSA) has started

a new department of agrofo-

environment subj-

board of regents, an institute
press release said recently,
reports BSS,

The department has been
opened considering the im-
portance of education on envi-
ronment in agriculture of the
present time.

The press release said the

admission of students to the
new department would start

SO0
Training course

for entrepreneurs

BARISAL. June ]4: A week-
long training course for en-
trepreneurs concluded at the
office premises of Bangladesh
Small and Cottage Industry

Cmg)rnuun (BSCIC) at Kaunia
on Wednesday. rits BSS.
Presided over the depu-

\ of
unit o CI S Noorjahan
Motleb. the concluding da
function was attended by Mr
Alikuzzaman, regional director,
BSCIC. Khulna.

A total of 148 persons were
given ftraining under self-em-
ployment programme of the
government.

Meanwhile. Taka one crore
were disbursed among the
trained persons in this divi-

(" Mother finds A

missing son
after 5 vrs

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR. June 14;: A
child lost in the tidal wave
caused by the 29th April. 1991
devastating cyclone was found
after long five years by his
mother recently.

The wvictim hamat Ullah
age under Dhalg-
hata union in Maheshkhali
island, who was three and a
half years old then, was
washed away by a 18-22 feet
tidal surge during the cyclone
on the night of April 29, 199]

Five members of the eight
member family of Bad in.
father of Rahamat Ullah, were
also washed away by the tidal

surge.

Sn the dreadful night, ill-
fated Rahamat Ullah was lost in
the tidal wave from the lap of
his mother Sakhina Begum.
She., however returned to the
shore nexj} day from the
coastal area of Chokoria thana

Sakhina on May 15 lasi
went to the house of Jalar
Alam of neighbouring union for
some business and with her ut-
ter surprise she found her son
Rahamat Ullah m at the
courtyard of the . On en-
quiry, she came to learn that
he was rescued by the house
inmates from Paraban area
after two days of the cyclone

Since then, he was brought
up by the Jafar family who is

e
-

% W

JHENIDAH: Children renderin
observance of Rabindra=Nazrul

Jayanti recently.

e
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g songs al a function at the Sailkupa Shishu Academy in

—Star photo

Indiscriminate use of
fertiliser destroying
fertiiity of soil

From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, June 14: The
indiscriminate use of chemical
fertiliser and continued culti-

vation of same crops on same .

agricultural land for years to-
gether are destroying the fer-
tility of soil in the district.

Farmers havin little
knowledge about soil compo-
nents use chemical fertilisers
indiscriminately to get maxi-
mum yield from
which, causes decrease in fer-
tility of the soil.

An culture extension of-
ficer said that the peasants are
in the habit of cultivating same
crops on the same land with-
out any interval and hardly use
organic fertilisers which pos-
sess some ingredients to re-
tain the production capability
of soil.

Most of the cultivable lands
ol the district are used twice
or thrice for producing crops
each year. To make the pro-
duction highest, the farmers

the land

use a total of 60 to 70 kg of
chemical fertilisers including
urea, TSP and potash for one
bigha of land. Organic fertilis-
ers like cowdung are rarely
used. Thus the production ca-
pability of land is rapidly de-
creasing in the district.

The agricultural experts
suggested that chemical fer-
tilisers should be used after
proper testing of soil and use
of organic fertilisers a must to
retain the production capabil-
ity of the soil., Otherwise, the
welding rate will further come
down and there will be a time
when the output will fail to
meet the production cost, he
said.

The agricultural experts
also suggested that those who
are directly involved in cultiva-
tion should be trained about
the modern technique of culti-
vation by arranging short trai-
ning camps in the rural areas.

Cattle farming faces

set-back in
... From Our Corrgsgondent

MAGURA. June 14: Cattle

farming in four thanas includ-
Ing Magura Sadar. Muhamad-
pur, Sripur and Shalikha of the
district
set-back due to acute scarcity
of fodder,
availability of essential
medicine and lack of required
amenities at artificial insemt-
nation [(Al) centres.

According to the repprts.
with the massive cultivation of
pad
the fields were turned into
crop land and now there is no
adequate and excess lands
which can be used for grazing
of the cattle. As such, the cat-
tie-heads now live on hey and
other substitute foods like
maize. pulses, wheat rubbish,
and mechanised balanced fod-
der which are not available as
per requirements.

S:}mr farmers in Sripur
thana told this Corres ent
that high prices of fodder
threw the cattle farmers into a
great economic hardship.

According to the sources.
the veterinary hospitals mainly

as been facing serious -

high prices and non-

and other crops. most of

3
-
A -1

s .,
‘located at district and thana
head-quarters, can not extend
treatment facilities to the cat-
tle-hieads of remote areas, in-
cluding Lagalband, Nakol,
Ramnagar. Gangarrampur,
Khalia, Bunagati, Alamkhali.
Sharsuna, Binodpur. Nohata
and Rajpat. The situation tums
worse when cattle diseases
break out in an epidemic form.

i was learnt that the dis-
eases like mouth and foot dis-
ease (MFD)-"Badla”, Pox and
Anthrax (Tarka) breakout and
often in the rural areas of the
district.

He was alleged that due to
absence - of proper medical
aides, a large number of cattle
die every year.

Md. Najimuddin, a senior
teacher in ‘Abaipur RS Institu-
tion’ who received training on
Animal Health Management
Extension Programme
(AHMEP). said that the artifi-
cial insemination (Al) pro-
gramme is not implement
properly due to lack of aware-
ness about Al programme in
the rural areas.

BAU VC for modemisatilonf

of agriculture

MYMENSINGH, June 14:
BAU Vice-Chancellor Professor
Dr. Shaha Muhammad Farouk
has underiined the importance
of modernisation of agriculture
lo iIncrease production, says a
press relcase.

Speaking as chief guest at
the certificate and prize giving
ceremony ef winter vegetable
cultivation in the school pre-
mises organized by the Exte-
nsion Centre-of the Bangladesh
Agricultural  University
(BAUEC) on Saturdays. the
Vicé Chancellor urged also laid
special hasis on extension
of agricultural technolo
through village schools for
strengthening the national

now a student of class tlm-J ECONomy.

Note book sale
on rise in

Barguna
BARGUNA. 14: te
the t ban. a section
of dishonest book sellers are
a'?cnly selling note books
throughout the district, re-
ports UNB. :

The government has im-
the restriction on pub-
ishing and selli of note
books up to class t with a
view to discour the de-
pendence of the students on
prTred ANSWETSs .

ut school teachers
that the dishonest
wWeT e blishi
note s wi
and address.

These note books are full of
-ﬂm and distorted facts, they

Local guardians and stu-
dents ur the authorities
conc

traders
low standard
fake names

to take nec

Presided over by BAUEC Di-
rector Professor Dr. Md Mah-
fuzul Haque, the function was
attended by Indian communi-
cation specialist Dr. R.K
Samanta and Professor Dr. M
Abul Kashem. Head BAU -
cultural Extension Education
Department as special guests.
Dr. Md Rezaul
Sobhan, BAUPC Associates Di-
rectors and school teacher Md.
Jalaluddin also spoke on the
occasion. -

Later. the Vice-Chancellor

awarded certificates and cgl::s

the 38 students wWn

from various primary and high

schools, orphanage, Madrasha

of Mymensingh Sadar, Tr-
ishala and Gouripur area.

o

arim, Abdus .

| Chittagong
(CCCQC) %da

1

Foundation of
multi-storied

shopping complex
in Ctg laid

CHITTAGONG, June 14:
City Corporation
or Alhaj ABM Mah-
iuddin Chowdhury. laid the
foundation stone of a Taka 7.5
crore multi-storeyed commer-
cial complex -at Feeringee
Bazar here at a simple cere-
mony, on Friday, reports BSS.
function was presided
over by local ward commis-
sioner Zahirul Alam Dobash
and addressed, among others,
by Advocate Mohammad Kamal
and chief engineer of the city .
corporation Rezaul Ameen.
ayor Mohiuddin said, de-
velopment works are bein
carried on in each ward of CC
without any disparity reflecting
hopes and aspirations of the
city dwellers.

The complex will be built
on about one lakh square feet
land and it will have about five
hundred shops with modern
amenities.

Over Tk 94 lakh
outstanding bills
realised in
Barisal

BARISAL. June 14: Barisal
Power Development Board

(PDB) realised Tk 94,23,953
outstand bills from the con-

sumers of six southern gis-
_.‘.‘.:_...-.-!-; - [ ..-':- _l_-- £ r : u-
J' E - i ] L AT & '.‘I . m.-
ths till April 30 last. reports
BSS

According to an official
source, Magistrate Bhola Nath
Dutta held mobile courts on
139 days in the area during
this _})Cl‘iﬂd and realised Tk.
28,77.461 /- as fine [from the
illc%ill users of electricity.

t of a total of 3,862 cases
3,993 were sellled in the pe-
riod.

The mobile court snapped
9. 815 defaulters connections,
the souree added. Meanwhile,
71 persons have been awarded
jail terms. ;

[ 80 pc road repair

work completed
in Netrakona

NETRAKONA. June 14: The

repair and reconstructions
work of the three kutcha roads
in Kalmakanda and Kendua
thanas under Netrakona dis-
trict is going on in full swing.
reports ;
+  An officisl source said the
roads are Kalmakanda bazar
and Pa GCC road. Kendua
and Baikerhati bazar road, and
Kendua-Cirang bazar road.

780 metric tons of wheat was

these projects.
Meanwhile B0
work of these roads

added,

Facilities Deptt
development
works

TANGAIL. June 14: Facilities
Department is extendi its
development works to three
colleges and ¢onstructing
buildings for four primary
schools in the current fiscal

ar al a tolal cost of Tk 19.73

akhs. reports BSS.
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prizes among the students who took part in winter vegetables cultivation in school premises

organised by the Extension Centre of Agricultural University.

— BAU photo

The source said a total of
utilised for implementation of

r cent

ave been
completed. The rest would be
completed soon, the source

mmad Farouk distributing



