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Foreign envoys
meet Hasina

Ambassadors of the USA,
Japan, [ltaly, France, the lie-
therlands and High Commi-
ssioners of the United King-
dom and Australia in Bangla-
desh a courtesy call on
Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina at her Dhan-
mondi residence last night
Earlier, Russian Ambassador in
Bangladesh Edward Shev
chenko also made a courtesy
call on Sheikh Hasina at her
residence, repots UNB.

-
in Pabna
PABNA. June 14: An Awami
activist was stabbed by
LN tified miscreants at a
village in Sadar thana today
Witnesses said Abdul Barik was
called out of his shop at village
Sonna at about 7:30 by the
miscreants who stabbed him

indiscrimina . He was ru-
shed 1o Sadar ital in cri
tical condition e Awami

Ll:lﬁ blamed BNF su 5
for attack, reports B

One beheaded
in S Arabia
RIYADH. June 14. An Indian
was publicly beheaded today

death. State-run Saudi Radio
said Mohiuddin Hassan had
killed and robbed Abdullah al
Sudee. It did not say when or
where he committed the

put to death in accordance
with the Kingdom's Islamic
laws, or Sharia, reports AP.

to Pakistan's
reported deployment eof
Chinese M-11 missiles, a top
defence expert said today, re-
ports Reuter.
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Election free, fair
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By Staff Correspondent

Four foreign election ob-
server teams yesterday said
that the parliamentary polls
held on Wednesday were gen-
erally free, fair and peaceful.

Addressing separate press
conferences in the city, the
teams expressed the view that
the few cases of intimidation
and improprieties during the
election did not materially af-
fect its outcome.

The four teams are from the
UUS-based National Democratic
Institute (NDI). the European
Union (EU), SAARC and .Japan.

NDI team

The multinational NDI
team urged the party or par-
ties that would form the next
government to reach out to
their political rivals in a spirit
of reconciliation.

The delegation also ob-
scrved that Wednesday's elec-
lions were a magnificent
(lemonstration of democracy in
Action and established a basis
lor Bangladesh to emerge from
the political crisis that re-
cently beset the country.

The delegation expressed
its hope that political and po!-
icy difference would hence-
lorth be resolved in the Jatiya
Sangsad, rather than on the
street.

The delegation, however,
noted with dismay that the
countrywide generally ‘exem-
plarv’ polling was marred by
significant’ instances of in-
timidation. violence and fraud
in Chittagong district and
other areas with large minority
populations.

The delegation also pointed
out that haptpenings in the
altermath of the election
would be as important as the
election itself in creating the
basis for an enduring democ-
racy. ;
Former Australian Foreign
Minister Andrew Peacock. co-
leader of the NDI delegation
said. "We urge those parties
that do not participate in the
next government to accept

i kil

with di,l;;nny and to take their
vital role as responsible, loyal
and democratic opposition.”

The other leader of the del-
egation, former US Congress-
man Stephen Solarz said, "The
election process has been gen-
erally peaceful. open and well-
administered and has won the
confidence of the vast major-
ity. "

They, alnng with other
members of the delegation,
were briefing the press at a
city hotel after witnessing the
balloting and counting in
polling centres throughout the
couniry. The 30-member dele-
gation. divided in 16 teams,
visited polling centres in 36
constituencies in all the six di-
visions, covering more than
half of the districts. They also
witnessed counting of vbtes in
more than 20 locations.

Solarz said that the NDI
team would also observe the
repolling in 27 constituencies
on June 19 and give their final
statement before the press.

The delegation was im-
pressed by the high turnout
and enthusiasm of the voters,
particularly women voters, he

See Papge 12 Col |

US welcomes
opinion of
polls observers

By Staff Correspondent

The US Embassy in Dhaka
has welcomed the conclusions
of the independent election
observers and congratulated
the caretiaker government and
lhe people of Bangladesh on
holding a free and fair election
that demonstrates the nation s
commitment to democracy

The embassy in a press
statement yesterday said. "We
look forward to working
closely with all parties in the
government that emerges from
the elections. in the same
spirit of warm friendship that
has been a constant of our bi-
lateral relations.’
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Awami League President Sheikh Hasina exchanged greetings with people who gathered at

the Bangabandhu Bhaban in the city yesterday

— Star photo
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BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a p

city vesterday.

Accepting polls results now
premature, says Khaleda

BNP chief Begum Khaleda
Zia said yesterday that her
party was committed to uphol-
ding democracy and was al-
ways ready to accept people's
verdict.

"If desired by the people.
were ready to serve them as a
party in power or in the oppo
sition. "We've no hesitation on
the matter.” the former prime
minister told a post-election
crowded press conference at
the Sheraton Hotel in the city
yesierday evening. adding. “We

lieve in positive politics.”

She said that accepting the
election results at this stage
would be premature as the
election process was not yet
completed.

"We will comment on the
results only after polling in all
the seats is over and our com-
plaints of irregularities lodged
with the Election Commission

re answered,” she said reply-

Sheikh Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

ing to questions as re s her
acceptance or rejection of
Wednesday's elections.

Asked whether her party
won or lost the polls, a smiling
Begum Zia said. "l myself have
won in five seats and time is
vet to come to say that my
party has not won."

She alleged various irregu-
larities in the elections and
blamed the administration and
the Awami League for those.

"We've specific allegations
that people's verdict in a good
number of constituencies has
been changed.” she said.

Elaborating the allegations.
she said that supply of election
maaterials including ballot
boxes was delayed, time was
consumed unnecessarily for
taking votes. supporters of a
particular party were allowed
to enter the polling centres to
force the voters to vote for that
party or leave the centres. Be-

i

ress conference at Hotel Sheraton in the
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e

—Star photo

sides, she added, there were
many instances that pollin

stations were forcibly occupie

for false-voting.

The BNP chief specifically
mentioned that government
officials who joined the Janatar
Mancha to express their alle-

giance to a particular party
were made Returning Oftficers
in eight districts. We com-

plained to the Chief Adviser
that such officers should not
be made Returning Officers.
But regrettably no action was
taken, even though we were
promised that action would be
taken.” A voting-centre in
Banani in the city was changed
in the morning of the polling

"We brought ta the notice of
the Election Commission and
the Returning Officer or their
assistants concerned. But
nowhere actions were taken.

-

tells BTV. CNN
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Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina has said after formation
of the new government of the
country. improvement of law
and order would be at the top
o ner priority-list

In an interview with Ban
ladesh Television last night
Hasina said her government

would work to build up ‘Sonar
Bangla® (Golden Bengal) as
dreamt by Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
root out terrorism and corrup-
tion

(On the question of govern-
ment formation, Sheikh Hasina
said her party. which emerged
as the largest party in the Fa:-u
Wednesday's polls. was now
waiting for a presidential invi
tation to form government

She expressed her satisfac
tion over the enthusiasm peo
Flr showed in exercising their
ranchise.

6 killed in Tangail
road accident

By Staff Correspondent

Eight people. including a
minor boy were killed and 40
others injured in three road
accidents in and outside the
capital yesterday

Six people were killed and
40 others injured when a
speeding bus hit a minibus at
Natiapara yesterday on the
Dhaka-T il highway about
15 kilometres from Tangail
UNB quoting police said

Of the dead. five were
identified as Mohammad Adam
Ali. 22, son of Shahabuddin of
Karatia: Adam Ali, 30. Babul
30, of Taralia in Bhatkura of
Sadar thana; Farid Mia. 16. son
of Zahiruddin and Ujjal Mia
A6, son of Mir Khurram of vil-
lage Dubail in Delduar thana

Witnesses said the accident
occurred when the Tangail
bound bus hit the Dhaka-bound
mirndbus, which was parked on
the highway. at about 9 50 am.

All the injured were rushed
to the Kumudini Hospital at
Mirzapur. Of them, 12, were
said 1o be in critical condition.

Our Staff Correspondent
J'F'rul"lﬁ A two-year-old boy was
killed in a road accident in
Tejgaon area in the city yes-
terday morning.

Robi. son of Rafiqul Islam.
was fatglly injured when an
auto-rickshaw ran over him
near Tejgaon truck stand at
around 10:30 am, sources at
the Dhaka Medical College

See Page 12 Col 3

AL observes
shokrana dibash’

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League yester-
day observed ‘Shokrana Dibash’
(day of gratitude) for holding of
the parliamentary elections in
a free and fair manner.

As part of the day's pro-
ramme. milad mahfil was
icid and special prayers were
ollered after Juma prayers at
different mosques in the coun-
(I)Rr, ial yers were also

ered at ot places of wor-
ship in the evening. says a
press release.

A large number of pious
Muslims and believers of other
religions as well took part in
these programmes seeking
divine b ings for continuous
peace and prosperity of the
people and smooth forward
march of democrac

Awami League leaders, Dr
Mohammed Selim. Sayed Faz-

See Page 12 col B

AL, BNP clash
In Sirajganj:
25 injured

SIRAJGANJ, June 14 At
least 25 people were injured,
two critically, as Awami League
and BNP supporters were lo-
cked in a clash at Chandai-ko-
na Bazar in Raigan) thana lo-
day, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the clash en
sued at about 11 am when
some BNP activists from a vic-
tory ession of MP-elect
Abdul Mannan Talukder from
Sirajganj-3 seat ransacked two
shops of Awami League sup-
porters.

The processionists alleged
that AL supporters had thrown
brickbats at their procession

from a shop there without any
provocation.
The two rival groups ex-

ploded about a dozen bs
and clashed with lethal wea-
pons for about two hours.
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Law & order top priority

By Staff Correspondent

About the [urness of the
election. she referred to the
observations of foreign poll ob-
servers and journalists.

"We are determined to en-
sure a society free from terror-
ism.” the Awami League presi-
dent said in an interview yes-
terday with the Delhi-based
CNN South Asia Bureau Chief,
Anita Pratap. at her Dhan-
mondi residence, according to
LUNB

The interview was broad-
cast by the CNN twice last
night — at 6 pm and 9 pm
(local time] bulletins.

Hasina accused the gov-
ernment of [ormer Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia of
protecting the terrorists to
stay in power.

‘But we shall make the so-
ciety free from terrorism.” she
said.
Asked about what kind of a

Deposit money of 1860
candidates forfeited

government she will run. she
said it will be free from cor-
ruption.

About her economic poli-
cies, the Awami League chief
said: "We will have to cooper-
ate with the world order. We
believe in grivatisation and en-
couraging entrepreneurship.”

However. she said Bangla-
desh is an agrarian country and
hence the agricultural sector
will get priority.

In reply to a question about
the reason for high turnout
during the June 12 election.
Hasina said this has demon-
strated that "our voters, espe-
cially the women, are now
more conscious about their
democratic rights.”

Asked if her party will take
Jatiya Party’'s help in forming
the government. she said, "We
can go to any extent for the

See Page 12 col 8

By Staff Correspondent

Deposit money of over
1 860 candidates in the June
12 Parliamentary elections
have been forfeited as they
fatled to get one-eighth of the
total votes cast

There were 2. 574 candi-
dates in the elections.

A candidate is required to
deposit Tk 5.000 tnr?h{ Elec-
tion Commission while filing
nomination. If the candidate
falls to secure one-eighth of
the total vut:-jn cast. then, as
law, the deposit money is
F::fﬁtcd Otherwise. he is en-
titled to get back the
The total amount out the
forfeiture of deposit of money
of the candidates comes to
Taka 93 lakh.
Those who failed to reach

the mark are Gano Forum
leader Dr Kamal Hossain and
103 other nominees of his
. Salman F Rahman of the
mmridhya Bangladesh An-
dolon and nine candidates of
the party. all the 241 candi-
3'&" of z.uk:l_ r Party, 163 can-
idates of Islami Jote,
65 out of total 66 cnmnu of
JSD (Rab). 52 out of 55 candi-
dates of Freedom Party, all the
47 candidates of Bangladesh
Khelafat Andolon, 31 out of 36
candidates of Communist
of Bangladesh. 30 out of

candidates of Bangladesh
Workers'

lami and 280 of the 281 inde-
E:dcni candidates. They all
their deposit money.

Bosnian parties sign accord to limit heavy weapons

FLORENCE, Italy. June 14
Bosnia s former warring par
ties signed a disarmament
agreement here today at a con-
ference to review Dayten
Peace Accord, reports AFP

The agreement was to have
been signed in Oslo on Tues-
day. but was blocked by the
Bosnian Serbs’' insistence on
being treated as a separate en-
tity rather than part of a umni-
fied Bosnia

it provoked the Bosnian
government in Sarajevo to
refuse to sign the accord. argu-
ing it was the only interna-
tionally recognised govern

| merst in Bosnia.

However.
sisted that

negotiators in-
all the factions
which took in the disar-
mament talks should

They were Bosnia. Croatia
Federal Yugoslavia. the Mus-
lim-Croat Federation and the
Repubiika Srpska

The accord limits the num-

ber of hea weapons allowed
in Bosnia. Croatia and Federal
Yugoslavia

Another report says: Eco-
nomic sanctions be im-
posed against Bosnian Serbs
and * unless hardline
Serb Radovan Karadzic
is ousted from power by July 1.
Bosnian Prime Minister Hasan

Muratovic said toda

“There is very clear request
which will be announced now
that Karadzic is out of politics
by first of July. Sanctions will
be imposed if this does not
happen.,” Muratovic said
Iﬂilgvlng the sign of a joint
statement here at the end of a
two-day conference on the
Bosnian peace accords.

The sanctions warning is
included in that statement.

"Economic sanctions that
were imposed before to Serbia
and Republika Srpska will be

if they don't

with the conclusions of this

. conference,” Muratovic said,

, elections than not

Meanwhile, OSCE mission
chief in Bosnia Robert Frowi K,
sald lﬂdt&)l:t was recommend-
ing that nia's first post-war
elections go ahead as planned
this September.

“1 have decided to recom-
mend to the OSCE chalrman-
in-office, federal councillor
Cotti, that these elections take
place within the timeframe
stated in the general frame-
work agreement that is by
September 14." he told a Day-
ton peace accord review con-
ference here.

“Owverall | believe it is more
wise (v go forward with the
to heold

them and risk an unravelling of
the entire process, in both its
military and civilian dimen
sions.” he said

Speaking to journalists later
he said he would make the
recommendation formally in a
few days time in a letter to
Cotti

Under the Dayton Peace
Accords, whose nature last
December ended as al
most four-year war, the Organ
isation for Security and Coop
eration in Europe is to super-
vise general elections in the
former Yugoslavia Republic

Reuter reports: A senlor
Bosnian Serb today diamissed

demands for the arrest of in-
dicted war criminals as
"hysteria” and said hardline
leader Radovan Karadzic ma
take part in Bosnia's plmnu{
elections

The Prime Minister of the
Bosnian Serbs, ko Klick-
ovic, spoke to during
a two-day ministerial review
conference in Florence which
is expected to recommended
calling Bosnia's first post-war

elections by September 14.

His deflant words were In
sharp contrast with the
assessment shared by virtually
all conference participants

west centr
south west Bay intensified into
a cyclonic storm over the same
area and was centred at 9 last
night at about 1350 kilometres
south west of Chittagong port,
reports UNB.
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Depression
turns into

cyclone

The deep depression over

Bay and adjoining

A Met office special bulletin

said it is likely to intensify fur-
ther and move in a north-
northwesterly direction.

Maximum sustained wind

within 54 kilometres of the
cyclone centre is about 62

kilometres per hour rising to
88 kph in

st or squall.
Sea will remain rough.
Maritime ports of Chitta-

Eﬂng. Cox’'s Bazar and Mongla

ave been advised lower dis-

tant cautionary signal number
one and hoist distant warning
signal number two.

All fishing boats and

trawlers in the Bay have been
advised to- keep
coast and proceed with cau-
tion.

close to the

IGeL N asilﬁ
freed : BBC

Monitoring Report

Former Chief of Staff,
Lt Gen Abu Saleh Muhammad
Nasim, Bir Bikram, psc, has
been released from confine-
ment, based on the findings of
a military court of enquiry, the
BBC reported in its 10:30
news bulletin last night quot-
ing sources in the armed
forces.

Lt Gen Nasim was retired
and y-internad May -
20 on a presidential order "for
refusing to obey the orders of a
senior officer.”

Jamaat candidate
in Satkhira-2
declared elected

The Election Commission
yesterday announced the unof-
ficial result of the Wednesday's
election in Satkhira-2 con-
stituency, one of the two held
up on technical ground, re-
ports UNB.

Kazi Shamsur Rahman of
Jamaat-e-Islami has been unof-
ficially declared elected from
the Satkhira-2 seat.

He secured 54.096 votes
while his nearest rival Syeda
Razia Faiz of the Jatiya party

ot 53,789 votes, followed by

Nazrul Islam of the Awami
League (45,450) and M Mansur
Ali of the BNP (14,682).

Polls results to

be gazetted

shortly
Star Report

The Election Commission
(EC) my decide today when to
publish the te notification
on the election results, EC
sources Eﬂj'd+

“There is no legal bar to
publishi the tte any
time, so the EC may decide
tomorrow (Saturday) to go for
the publication as soon as the
Returning Officers (ROs) have
finished sending the results in
prescribed forms.” said an EC
oflicial yesterday.

The EC gives the official re-
ﬁh through gazette notifica-
When asked how many of
those have so far been re-
ceived, the official said ‘quite a
few’ reached the EC.

"We hope to complete the
publication of the results avail-
able so far within the next two
or three days.” he added.

President should
not wait for
repolling : JP

By Mizan Ali
The President should im-
mediately invite the largest
party to form the government,
Anwar Hossain Manju, secre-

t general of the Jativa Party
(JP) said here yesterday.
According to him the

President should not wait for

the repolling in 27 constituen-
cies, scheduled to be held on
June 19, The presidential inwvi-
tation should extended im-
mediately to avoid constitu-
tional crisis.” he told this cor-
. dent.

ut a ble coalition

with the Awami e which
as the ty party,

Manju evaded a direct
saying. “We will extend our
su to help sentinuity of
the democratic process.”

See Page 12 Col 4



