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by Nowara Munir

ACK in the _old days

in power proba-

ad far r stan-

dards and cherished political
values than their cournterparts
do today. There has been a
glaring erosion in political
values. People who claim to be
patriots, committed to national
and public weifare do all kinds
of underhanded activities to
serve their ends.The end being
to remain in power once hav-
ing been it by llible
masses who take the election
slogans of the politicians at
fate value. Today voters are
disillusioned. There is not a
single political party which has

dec an election manifesto
which how it intends
to deal with the problems of

le to provide them basic
zsnugniﬂca like water, work.
food. shelter and education.

the killings of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib: Gen. Ziaur
Rahman, Col. Taher, Gen,
Manjur, the four leaders killed
in the jail and all other killings
which have not been tried be-
fore.

Unfortunately, they have
been let off free. Thjs is not an
easy task, but is a must for the
survival of the country. As long
as these people will move
around as [ree men, they will

"définitely try to destroy our
country. This ks very well evi-
dent since the murder of one
Ward Comnrissioner _in
Agargoan the other day. The
poor chap was called outside
the house and shot dead. If
these killers move around free,
the country will never be able
.10 prosper.

Some of these people have
gone abroad. some have stayed
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Politics and violence in Bangladesh. almost an inevitable phenomenon.

At a time when the auuggle
for independence was gaining

" momentum, people who: en-

tered the national movement,
even if they only played a
marginal role in it, were
charged with emotion. They
were ready to lay down their
lives for a CAUSE. We won our
independence after a lot of
shed. A few vears after

our independence, the father
of the nation, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, was assassinated by
army personnel. Then Ziaur
Rahman came into power who
was also killed, again by afmy
el. This time it was

who um::: 1’tl.li:m': mﬁ nFA’:h&d

who after staying in fur
nine long years was forced out
of his position in order to
place another party into that
position. At the present mo-
ment we are back to square
o1,

Whal we really need now is
firstly. a Iree }'nir election

Secohdly. we should held a

"tral for punishing the assas-

sins who, were associated with

behind in the country, coliect-
ing wealth by illegal means.
These people should be tried
and iu ed. Thirdly. laws
egislations should be sel
up stnﬂnﬂ the price one has (o
for murdering. adopling
urt air neans. and in the pro-
cess destroying our country.
This erosion of political val-
ues if allowed to conftinue
would dutrt:g' the mnation
which is alrea 'F on the brink
of collapse. The educated
Mmasses shuuld shake them-
selves out of their apathy.
mobilise public opinion and
allow unll'_:r those ople to
nta;d. fnrmtrche pesition ef
public oflices 0 possess a
certain code of conduct.
Bangladesh has enough nat-
ural resources and man power
to devote itself to l;::]up:mnt
tasks and rise a tt?r
communalism and casteism. It
is not a difficult task. if there
are committed le at the
helm of affairs with the sole
aim of taking the country, our
country Bangladesh. on the
road to progress.

“Ystre Dame

Wan of the Year

by Shahed Latif

HIS s Honourable
hﬁ:r Notre
Dame Man ﬂl the Year
Emam Khan. He was

man of the year
of his merit, extra

?E

curricular activities. academuic

and his c¢lass

background
ﬂmthtluhnich:tnhtr

1979. Shabab his SSC
exams from: Government
Laboratery School. He

his SSC exams and Lo
mﬁhﬂlﬁtﬁﬂm&eﬂﬂc

is Hudﬂn‘ iu
Notre Dame

Participated in seminars on
pular Science by National
ll.'nu.- and Tech Museum and
some others. He is an execu
tive member, in the associa-
tion of debating professionals
and worked in a workshop on
Art and Culture held in New
Delhi in 1994. Shabab during
his level was also a
debater from the government
laboratory schoal and partici-
pated in the national science
and technology week at the
school level.

Shabab mh'mc:d that every
year the "‘man of the year",
award is based on these extra
curricular activities . Shabab
who is also in economics
and English. participated at
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Shabab informed that every year the "man of the year”,
award is based on these extra curmicular activities . Shabab

who is also good in economics and English, participated at
the werkshop in Dhaka University on "introduction to
economics”. He also mentioned his interest in research
oriented work, or education. Shabab also informed that
they worked on computers and they had a project on

transqulation with the computer. He told us that they tried
making a mode for satellite system and tried teaching
compuiers to the people and tried inventing something

new with the computers.

ssecondary level activities he
became a
Dame Science Club. Shabab

member pof Notre

was awarded the 1st prize as
he téd in the
Science and Technology

Exhibition held in 94.

This exhibition was orga-

nized by the National Associ-

ation of UNESCQO clubs in
Bangladesh in ceo- ation
with UNESCO

Science and Technol for
South and Central Asia.

e wWas
also life membershi
of Notre Dame Science Clu
for his contribu-
tion towards the science club.
Other than this special
achievement Shabab is also a
debater, he is a member of the
Hﬂlrcﬂamr: debate club. he
in the work-
m&tmtmmﬂ:
l}arﬂnkdntthcum
workshop on Law or
Dame

Hntre College.

office of # teaching com

the workshop in Dhaka
Unpiversity on “intreduction to
economics’ He also men-
tioned his nuerest in research
oriented work. or education.
Shabab also informed that they

worked on computers and they

had a project on transqulation
with the ter. He told us
that tried a mode

for satellite system and tried
puters (o the

people and tried inventing
something new with the com-
puters.

Shahah an HSC student will

be aring in the higher
w exams this year He
alsn played= Tennis for

Banglade al the national

level but could not continue to
do se because 'of his studies.
Shabab lastly mformed that he
wrote poems in English and is
presently working with blue
-ﬂpﬂrmmuﬂhcah-
worked on graphics for books

- congested.

HE last son to visit
me in tlg’erhnspital was

I " the chief inspector ol

Dhaka's Central Investigations

Department. "It was a tough
case nu had thcrc Agent
Ahmad, never
find out what All we
have are spetu ations and
reconstructions.”

"I'm sorry sir, but I cant
seem to recall any incident
insjde the victim's house, all i_

' draw up is blank".

"Yes., the doctors told me.
It's called selective amnesia. In
cases of intense trauma the
mind finds relief in deleting
certain pieces of disturbing in-
formation.”

“Tell me sir, did they find
the victim's body?"

"No, there was nothing at
the scene except a messed up
house, By the way. due to a
lack of evidence we're closing
the case.”

Selective amnesia my foot.
He had no idea at all of what
had happened. Contrary to the
doctors liefs, 1 knew all that
had happened, all. I just
bluckcdp ﬁeall up at the right
time by a prucrﬁs I ¢all volun-
tary aubljmina] control. Durin
the times of guestioning,

“hours.

Rising Stars Story of the Month

A TI'II) fo tha Dark Sl(la

byMirSaaduddmAhmad

what pretty face were the
frightened words "He's comé
back to take me!”

Personally | thought that
someone was playing a cruel
joke on her, but never-the-less

| decided to investigate. The -
ublic distur-

next day I filed a
bance report in the office. and
that-evening | was in the house
to slay for the next twelve

¥

We sat and talked to about
ten o'clock. From what she
said I thought her to be crazy,

-but | said nothing. She nar-

pushed all I knew to the back

of my head and kept it there
until I knew 1 was alone.

| mean, how could I forget.
Each it the incident haunts
me. Each day memories of its
filthy hands around Mrs Nobija
Zastri neck lay ant in my
mind. Just how can | forget?

It began with a call trdns
ferred to my olfice. She was on
the line, terrified, desperately
seeking help. Through her un-
coordinated rambling I man-
aged to get her name and ad-
dress. Her name was not un-
familiar.

Zastri, the self proclaimed
king of all warlocks had died
just a few months back. He was
a constant trouble to the de-
Enrtmcnt,'him and his cult of

lack magicians. And yet we
had a very low profile on his
wife.

That afternoon | found my-
sell sitting in the living room
of the forty nine year old
widow. The room was dark and
If there were win-
dows | could see. none. The
floor was decorated with black
mosaic,

She sat in the middle of it

rated the essence of her story,
"We made a pact with the

.devil. My husband learned his

secrets of black magic, and I
took eternal life, hence my

given name. Eternal life
spelled hackwards

Finally thinking that enough
was enough, | asked, 0,
when does Mr Zastri turn up?”
I don't know if it was what |
had said, or the way I said 1,
but at that moment, to me at
least, all Hell broke loose.

1 felt cold wind thrashirig
across my face, 1 saw papers
flying around, chairs being
tossed up. settees sliding
across the room with the ferce
of the gale, yet not a strand of
hair was disturbed from my
head. The phenomenon of a

sychic breeze. | looked at the
Fd}r and her panic stricken
eyes seemed to tell me that he
was here. The wind stopped
and despite my sweat. a cold
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We are happy to receive so many write-ups inJdesponse to
mif sStory writing competition. Selecting one winner was

_smashed against

. Cou

shiw:r ran down my spine.

Mist was accumulating from
nowhere, and then compiling
at a distance not even tén feet
from me. The mist rose to a
column and an envelop of
vapour formed around a solidi-
fying int:rinr From the apex
red droplets were formin
soaking the tower of evil, an
before m eyes, | saw the
birth of the devil incarnate.

Standing eight feet in red
and towering above me, it
roared in anger. "Who dare
mock me!” And then it laid its
eyes up on me. With a clench
of its fists the angel of dark-
ness commenced its attack. 1
was literally tossed from one
end of the room to the other,
hung upside down, £pun like
an erratic top and finall
tl.e wall,

pelessi lay sprawled on
thr: ﬂnnr ]%okmg into the flam-
ing eyes of the demon as it
closed in upon me. I thought
my end had come. -

Then she spoke. The fact
that she spoke was enough to

ng silence to the room. "It's
ou want, leave him alone!”
h, Heaven be praised, I'm
alive!

They were saying some-
thing. but in Ymy terror I
n't here it all.” ... and my
dear. it was | who sold myself
to the devil, you took all you
could. from the bargain. And
look at me now, | am the devil
itself, lord of all Hell. Do you
expect me to while away ir
pandemonium while you live
infinitely on earth with no
worries? Nay my wife. you are
coming with me!”

Pouncing towards her he
grabbed her neck and
squeezed it dry. | heard it
snap. And yet she still spoke.
“You'll never kill me, am
eternal. I'll live a million years
and still not die. I'll never go
to Hell!"

"But my dear. you will." He
grabbed her by her hair and

ran a long crooked finger
through her hearit. A bright
light and it was over The next
thing 1 remember was waking
up in hospital.

lﬂm

At the Department.

“Agen .is the re-
port_rea

“Yes sir. it's on your desk.”

The chief inspector read

all. on a blood red sofa like quate difficult, nevertheless we had to come to a decision, through it.
somethi out of a gypsy tale The winner of the Rising Stars Story awriling competition of Top Secret
Flowing hair to match her the month is — = C.1 CID, Dhaka
flowing attire. covered with Mir Saaduddin Ahmad. Congratulation! Please collect your Case - The Zastri Affair
zodiac symbols and all. Large prize {rom The Daily Star office, at 4 pm. June 16, 1996. Investigator : Agent Ahmad
loops adorned her ears and BBut as for all the other supernatural buffs (or X-Files fans) Status Open/Under in-
beads were dr around her whio took the time to mail us their fictions, dont be too terise
neck. And despite this bold upset! As consolation prizes we are going to print all the N B Agent Ahmad knows in-
a arance. all that ca out articles in the following weeks vestigation.

the small. pale and some- Thanks 10 atl tl:r_pﬂrtu_ parnts He signed it.
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Q! What do vou go lor the Kam K Arafat of heavy metal and metal mani-
music. lyrics. or the don't Acs?
give-a-damn attitude? the famous vocalist of Rock ences and inspirations came A} I'm really a fan of classi-

A) 1 go for everything, ev Brigade who also was the front  [from the legendary ¢al metal bands like Uriah
ervihing in metal is dependant inan of Phantom Lord. Having Bangladeshi metal band Heep. Deep Purple. Black Sab-
on one another : been in the first metal bands of ROCKSTRATA bath, Iron Maiden, JL}das

Q) Why do you listen (o the BOs. he's now retired from Al ibe Foungsiers e Priest, Queensryche, and I'm a

meial when theére are so many
"betier” things within reach?

Al | really don't know . ... 1
guesa it's a good way to let your
aggressions oul. It's complex.
it's the ultimate music, you can
bang your head to it. and il
feels good to listen to it and
playing it as well

@) Do you listen Lo anything
else except inetal?

N Yep I listen to
Mozart, Beethoven, Indian
classical Raags. and blues

Q) Thrash is called

‘'unmusical gartage”. Do you
have anything to say against
that statemnent?
' A} Anybody who calls thrash
"unmusical garbage” is garbage
themselves. There are lots of
classical music being played on
metal 80 it's a mixture pow. |
listen to and appreciate both
classical and metal. | don't
care about what people have to
say about it

@) Heavy metal is consid-
ered a renegade. That's true.
But the people who tuned in to
'sabbath and Deep Purple in
the 708 are the same people
who reject it now What do you
think caused the change in the

headbanger's image?

A) Heavy metal is definitely
a renegade in’the music scene
because it's going against ev-
erybody's will and staying
there. ;

The image changed when
the music got harder and
heavier. and when the drugs
deft off and moshing came in.
in the 70, people used drugs,

i thing to do in

an age ti bas forgotten or
tries to. Npw-a-days metal-
heads are t of it. So | don't
really 4! guess with timhe
everything ges

@) Headljangers are called
abnormal. headbanger s

A T is abnormal
angd jer is headbanger
Figure it oul yourseif!

Hunnwtr lbthurl.'}lpﬂhll

the stage But it's really hard
for him to stay quiet. So.. ... .

@) In your opinton. has the
performances of the young
¢ hildren of the grave improved
since you guys shook the
slage?

A) We had so many disad-
vidntages — like the lousy sound
systems and sound ellects
inadeguate processors. and we
had a very small headbanging
audience in our time. For ex-
ample, as few as 20 to 30
people used to attend the con-
certs for us. Except for this
microscopic amount of fans,
everyone was (and still is, i
you look at ‘the thrash concert
in April) anti-metal. We were
the only young metal band in
the late BOs and all our influ-
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pretty good, but among them
the best purgalorians are -
Bappi. Wahid, Raju. and Za
vgam of Maestria, Rezwan and
(iibran of DethRow. Arafat and
Anon of Nutrition of dead
cell?? and Shahriar, the very
promising young vocalist of
Misanthrope.

Q) Heavy metal has never
really been accepted Young-
sters now, however are fight

~ing back with thrash death-

and industrial-metal bands like
Priopus, Helmet, Machine
Head. White Zombie and Brutal
Truth. You have always been a
fan of the old, classic metal
bands like Black Sabbath and

Deep Purple. What can you say
. aboul the new generation

Gibran Tanwir of Mlmthmpc pluym; hur guitar

die-hard fanatic supporters of
Dio. | also happen to be the
President of the Dio Fan Club
in Asia, Headbanging has al-
ways. to an extent, been ac-
cepted, against the will of the

society; but now the young-

sters are fans of thrash and
death groups. I've got nothing
against them. but it doesn't go
with my style.

Q) People usually relate
metal with morbidity, violence
and unmelodious noise. Give
your opinion on this.

&) Most of the "normal’ lis-

leners In our country like
commercial music. like Hindi

filn: songs. disco, techno and
rap. Their opinion is that heavy
metal music 'don’'t” go with
our culture”, But well, if
those? had their way, Hindi
and Pakistani film (racks
would be played in the Shilpa
Kala Academy and the Bangla
Academy. It's their cheap
mentalities that can't be
broadened enough-to accept
another form of music that is
wrong!

@) What's rnur message to
the world?

Al My message is part of a
song by the immortal Ronnie

"Rock n' Roll children —
alone again Rock 'n’' Roll chil-
dren — without a friend. But
they've got Rock 'n’ Roll."

| guess my own opinions
would add up to be an over-
dose of this already over-efiec-
tive cure for insomnia. Before
I'm licked out. however. let
me thank Anon, my bandmate
and partner in crime for the
Thrashold interview, Gibran
bhai for the rickshaw fare and
the Misanthrope Interview
which he eventually lost,
which is why it am’t here, Dip
bhai (of course) Jor unknown
reasons, and else who
thinks him/her/itsell impor-
tan{ enough to deserve |t.

So Hey. World. realize that
we headbanger's are human
too!!! and iffyou don't, well....

We don't carel T™he Bnd

Ehe Dwily Stur 9

story:Hamid-ur-Rashid
:lrtnan Sharier :

MUST BE MAD COW
DISEASE THE SHORIF
| CHEATED ME.. NOW
HOW AM I GONNA
KILL SAMSON? HOW ~
AM I GONNA MARRY
MARY? or is it mary.
Marry? I was always bad
in English you know.

' L

WILDER BILL . YOU'RE
LOOKIN' FOR SAMSON?
BUZZ OFF BEFORE 1

e e el
; H .E H‘E'E EEE: ?z II#I'
YOuU STOLE HE 2 FROM A DUBAILI SHOP. BUT
{ COW OF SAMSON CSUEP |
i WHICH WAS g LE REMARKS
EA!LIEE SIEZED DRIVES ME MAD.. T WILL
Y THAT THUS BEAT YOU TO DEATH IF I
SHORIF! EITHER

3 DIE FIARST, K THE DRINK IS
] YOU PAY ITS® EI’E ME

PRICE OR DIEI OK? LETS5 60 TO

ENUINE SALOONU

I I [ H!FIEI hqun..n

WHY YOU I L

YOU DARE TOUCH THE

HEIG OF THIS STORY!

I WILL TERMINATE
gu IN A FEW

;, CONDS A H‘Hﬁ

DRIMNKS AL

ALRIGHT ALRIGHT.. i HUH! THEY WON'T 61
I AM REMOVI HII ' A DANCE E?Uftnc{ '}'ET
UST SHUT UP, THE CTMET

¢

OR 60D'S u:t SHOO

(To be Continued) - -

Quotable Quotes

It looks as though blind chance ruled all things.
Our smallest actions may affect profoundly the
whole lives of people who have nothing to do with

= Somerset Maugham

Our charity begins at home.
And mostly ends where it begins.

The poor man alone,
When he hears the poor moan,
From a morsel a mone] will give,




