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It is a Vote for Change

W would have been happier if we could com-
plete the election process and have the final re-
sults of ‘all the 300 seats instead of the present
271, with re-polling in 28 of them. We would
have then had a clear picture as to how the next
government would shape up. Notwithstanding the
small glitch, we would like to congratulate the
Awami League(AL) for being the clear leader by
winning 133 seats. Obviously Bangladesh
| Nationalist Party(BNP) cannot be said to be in a
particularly happy position with having come
down from 140 seats won in 1991 to the present
105. But still BNP has considerable cause for
comfort having emerged as a very strong opposi- -
tion party with more than one third seats of a
300 member parliament. '

The election result is of tremendous signifi-
cance to the AL. Having been forced out of power
through a murderous putsch in August '75, the
AL has had to operate under tremendous odds for
{ the last 20 years. Its victory acquires a special

meaning because the BNP's main election strat-
I egy was to depict AL as a party which would is
' anti-national and which never protect the na-
tion's sovereignty. The decisive victory of the AL
proves that people did not accept such vilifica-
tion and have decided to trust the future of the
country in its hands.

As we see it, the vote has been for change.
Since 75 there have been two military generals
and the political parties that they floated to
‘civilianise’ their tenure that ruled Bangladesh.
‘f‘huugh Khaleda Zia's coming to power was quali-
tatively different from either yet her rule was
patently similar to theirs in terms of polices and
ideology. So the verdict of the voters in this elec-
tion was to opt for a change. And the type of
change that we want to see first is a shift from a
‘party first’ politics to a 'country first' politics.
Sheikh Hasina campaigned on the platform of rul-
ing the country on the basis of consensus. Now
that she has a chance of hedading the next gov-
ernment, let her fulfil that promise and start by
offering a hand of cooperation to the BNP once
the election results are officially announced. On
the side of Begum Zia we urge that she also sets a
new tone in our politics by congratulating the AL
chiet for her victory, though such congratulations
were not forthcoming in '91 when she won.

We urge both leaders to give the nation a fresh
start by beginning the new parliament in a spirit
of. as we said earlier, putting the country first.

- A Unique Election

The just concluded election — both in essence
and content — marks a high point in our struggle
for consolidating democracy in the country.
Belying all foreboding, the people have emerged
victors through this election. The high tum-out of
voters — initially estfmated between 60 to 90 per
cent — has proved the people's credential as the
defenders an democracy. What is even more en-
couraging is thé fact that female voters were not
lagging far behind their male counterparts in ex-
ercising their franchise. Indeed, the voting per-
formance is comparable with those of the devel-
- oped democracies. '
One unmistakable point here is thatwe are ca-
pable of bringing the best out of a worse situation.
Despite all our flaws, we are able to rise to the
occasion. The holding of the election in a near
complete peaceful atmosphere is a testimony to
our love for peace.and democratic values. The
stray incidents of violence that have taken place
during the polls are to be treated more as a mi-
nor deviation rather than an order of the day.
This factor alone should be enough to earn re-
spect for us in the eyes of the outside world. Our
claim to democracy has indeed been vindicated.
We feel immensely proud of our performance.

Let the Election Commission, the caretaker
government and above all the people bask in the
, g{?ry of this high performance. The maturity of

our people has orice again been brought to the
fore, thanks to the caretaker government and the
EC’'s admirable sense of duty and dedication. The
challenges that posed to be unsurmountable have
at last been made to look rather easy to overcome
— all because we are fortunate to have two most
committed and competent men at the helm of

We profusely thank the Chief Adviser, the Chief
Election Commissioner and all who have assisted
them to accomplish this gargantuan job.

Case for Notebooks -

Notebooks are on open sale in Narail, says a
report carried in this daily yesterday. This is in
violation of the government ban on the made-easy
type of books. The rationale behind the govern-
mental restriction is to encourage students to go
through books thoroughly and develop their own
appreciation. Sofaras the intention is concerned,
no way of faulting it. But the question is, has the
concerned authorities ever taken any effective
steps to discourage students’' dependence on the
notebooks? e

The crux of the problem lies here. Substandard
notebooks have a demand not only in Narail but
all over the country, largely because the standard
of imparting lessons in the classrooms dropped,
most often, far short of the desired quality. Why
blame notebooks when you have not made ar-
rangements for filling up the void created by sub-
standard or even total absence of teaching in the
classrooms? That the students are required to
look up for a short-cut success with help
tors is a good enough symptom of the disease.

50 here is a case that is more a creation of the
education authorities and teachers rather than of
students and guardians. The notebooks too are a
brain-child of teachers mostly. If the notebogks
cannot be effectively banned, qualified teachers
should be invited to write such notes and the. best
ones be allowed for publication and sale, At least
| students will be able to have the best out of a
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understanding

T is my
that 1he national 0
entary elections held on

12 June were free and lair,

" bamring a few ncidenis here

and there. People have spoken.

The results may not have
salisflled everybody. Bul the

le are and the
source ol all
Their verdict must be acc-
epled.

That is at the heart of
democracy. This is therefore
timme for reconciliation and re-
newal. This is time for all I:a
triotic forces to work together
from their respective positions
to build the nation. to alleviate
poverty of the mass of the

ople, to move the nation
rward. In order to be In the
company of the nations
marching towards 21st cen-
tury and the new millennium

growing from stirength to
strength, there is no alterna-
tive but to str both the

economy and the nation state.

An equitably distributed de-
velopment is essential for
hening the nation state.
therelyy enabling il to sustain
the nations -political
sovereignty and further and
sustain its international re-
spectability, In this context
both economic and political
process must be pcnglt-cm-
tred and reinforcing National
consensus must be developed
on important national issues
using all possible means of
consulting people — e g .
through peoples representa
tives, local governments,
opinion polling, etc. People at
large must also be involved in
governance at all levels — from
national to local — in pri-
ate ways. The implication is
that democratisation of the
whole society is an urgent
need: In this context. the
establishment of local govern-
ments at appropriate levels
with true devolution of power
becomes a priority;

political power. .

Ing of state

A Nation Looks Forward

It is my

sonal level, 1 am
very ha witli the verdict of
the people. | believe Lhe

change was absolutely
lll'f for strengthening
evolving democr in
country. Recently Daily
bad 9. June 1996}, | ar-
in an article this
tme # should be the turn of
the Awami League. In early
of democracy, alternat-
power between
political parties is more
likely to keep the party in
wer alert and pro- ple
and therefore more acfive in
promoting peoples and na-
tional interests instead of self
and party imterests than if the
same party returns to
again and again. In a Elgh
iniquitous society like ours it is
limportaul thal participation in
governance widens and deep-
ens. Also. when a party is voted
out of power and finds itself
sitting in opposition. it gets an
opportunity to review why it
was rejected by the and
can seek to reposition itselfl for
doing better in the future.

I congratulate the Awami
League on its electoral success.
in particular the party presi-
dent Sheikh Hasina for her
thoughtful. purposeful and
:‘ﬂuraiil:ou: leadership in run-
ning the campaign would
expect that she will provide an
eflfective. responsible., and
people-focused leadership
when. as is expected, she is
elected head of the govern-
ment.

The strengthening of the
nation state and sustainable
human development must pro-
ceed simultaneously For both
the processes. appropriate

neces-
the
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analytical frameworks are re-
quired. Otherwise, setting and
ﬂﬂ]"um " hw*
ever relevant those might be.
would not lead to a compre-
hensive social, economic and
political progress. In this arti-
cle. | intend te briefly talk
about an economic framework
that. | think, is lpprq;u‘l.l;:e for

Bangladesh.
Itical framework, let me just
it has to be

mention that
democratic and people-cen-
tred. the rule of law and pub-
lic accountability must be
established; there must be ef-
fective separation of the judi-
clary and the executive
branches. and steps must be
taken to eradicate hon
and violence from the society.
What people really want is
peace, security. stability and
employment opportunities.
are against violence, cor-
ruption and power play by
vested interest groups.

The of sustainable
human deve t may be
the basis for developing an
analytical framework social
and economic policy-making.
The concept has however be-
comne quite amorphus as it is
used by different people in dif-
ferent ways. But it can be a
very useful concept to build on
in a situation like Bangladesh's
if it is clearly and purposefully
defined. The cone can be
reduced to two kinds of rela-
tions: human-human relations
and human-natural environ

ment relations because devel |

opment is about people and
human societies are ultimatel
dependent on their natura
environment. sh [aces
formidable problems of very

by Qazi Kholiguzzaman Ahmad
_. has never
; policy-making in this country. Whims and caprices of the head of the
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a propertly

low per capita income. low
economic growth rate, large-
scale . high socio-eco-
inequality, and large-,
!‘E environmental penury in
terms of air and water pello-
tion, deforestation, loss of
biodiversity, degradation of soil
quality etc. The country is also
constrained by a large and fast
growing population, low level
of human ecapability

ment. technological back-
wardness, and organisational
inadequacies and weaknesses,
A strategy of long-term sus-
tainable development cannot
therefore be

environmental are to ad-
dressed systemically. it has to
be conceived in terms of a
package keeping in sharp fo-
cus on economic. socio-cul-
tural and environmental reali- -
ties prevailing in the country.
Certain basic s and
guiding principles may be
common with other similarly
laced countries so that
ssons can be learnt from
their experiences in these re-
gards; but the package must
rontain specific prescriptions
in response to the spec re-
alities and experiences Macing
the country, The idea is to
build on the local views and
knowledge of the people and
communities and not to Im-
pose world views; the latter
should provide the necessary
resources. incentives and link-
Agen
No dogmatic approach. be it
stale or market-centred. can
achieve the goals. A pragmatic
approach Is required.
Appropriate roles will need to

goverruneni or other

mechanism for economic -
: g vicsl

be performed by the state and
the market forces. given the
existing or emer realities.
A broad p.u'deiig:gwnuld be
that production and distribu-
tion of goeds and services are
the domain of the market.
while establishing and enfore-
ing a level-playing field is the
WM nfliihc state. But.
on the ground re-
alities, state policy may seek to
influence the allocation of re-
sources in certain is in
the overall national interest.
For i nam;tm;
tion may requir int
field of environment and also
to ensure the flow of
resources to social and pro-
ductive sectors which are
more poverty-alleviating and
inclusive than others and

also str hen the nat
economic . Also the pri-
macy of iculture calls for
more at tnhtﬁmm
this sector than has herto
been the case

The tools to be used by the
ment to achieve the ob-

t and on occasions. if
regquired in the national inter-
est, direct state interveptioms
of on¢ sort or another 1here
muist also be a proper coordi-
nation belween the macro

management of the economy

and meso and micro ies
to be rsued Indeed. the
above Is the microcosm. It

needs to be developed and
elaborated before it can be

to rru:tu:li uses for pnﬁ‘cJ;

ing and implementation
rriil.?occl- I have elsewhere
o say more on these is-

SLIES. !

i:is my uaderstanding (hat

t has never been a prop-
coordinated medlianism

for economic policy-making in

this country. Whims and
caprices of the head of

have always tended to be the
bases of ecomomic policy-
making. Sometimes an an-

by

undertake 1 project. In ;1'% 3
fluid situation outside dictates

s from the
realities people. sow-
ing the seeds of and
minimizing. even shattering.
democratic values and prac-
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Post-poll Reflections : A Chan
by M Anwarul Haq

political fallout of a government that was perceived as not serious at
lacked strong policy decisions in most vital areas and was always wavering and hesitant in

HE Bangladesh Nation:
alist Party perhaps had

T its setback cast as a

ruling party not at the Wed

. hesday polls outcome but when
it opted for holding the one-
party elections on February 15 .

Although there is no last

word in itics, the setback of
BNP as the major party in the
present polls was evident
when it failed to turn the tide
of public opinion in its favour
for a long time. It not only re-
fused to address the simmer-
ing issue of the caretaker -

ernment in its proper time but
kept its foot dragging on the
subject even after the opposi-
tion succeeded in capturin
the public imagination an
garmering public sympathy on
the issue , '
Although the BNP did finally
concede to the demand of the
caretaker government and will
have its name etched in our
political history as the mover
of the non-party government
in the Parliament, there were
no loud plaudits from the
people. After all a stitch in
time 'saves nine. In this case
the stitch came not enly much
beyond its time but also be-

The BNP had to face the

K

governance. It
implementing

whmﬂdaeﬂadwnrdﬂlmﬂmmbhm

came out of tune,

In the art of governance
sometimes good works are
marred by bad politics. Even
for the considerable successes
attained in mobilising domes-
tic resources, containing infla
tion and achieving micro eco-
nomic reforms, applauded by
international institutions,
there was hardly any trickle
down eflect to change the lives
of the common peopie.

While urban verty in-
creased, rural suflering esca-
lated and the agricultural sec-
tor which is the Achilles Heel
of the economy continued to
be battered by price hike in
agricultural equipment, farm
inputs, higher diesel costs and

artificially inflicted fertiliser
crisis. Prices of agricultural
produce. finished goods and
consumer items continued to
mark a spiralling increase dur-
ing BNP's live-year in office
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Sir. Like every sports lover
in Bangladesh and those at The
Daily Star, we were extremely
delighted to know thai
Bangladesh junior hockey team
had beaten India.in the third
Junior Asia Cup hockey tour-
nament in Singapore.

But we were surprised and
failed to fathom why vyou
should be unhappy with the

+ progress of other sports, spe-
ciallv table tennis. We think
you don't have the statistics
correct when you say that table
tennis is being pampered
compared to hockey by the
government (though you have
not used the word government
but it implies). For the record
it needs to be said that the
Hockey Federation receives
from the National Sports
Council an amount of Tk.
6,50,000 per year cempared
to only Tk. 3,50,000 for the
TT Federation. -

More e‘:f:mzrtim':rntl},r, the
Hockey Federation has an ex-
clusive stadium with modern
arestroturf surface totally
icated to hockey which even
cricket does not have, not to
speak of table tennis. Your
mention of the TT players get-
ting foreign coaches is quite
irrelevant because every fed-

. eration has a duty to arrange
fnrei%p coaches for their play-
ers. Therefore, while we shall
be very happy to see 10 foreign
coaches for .our hockey players
be we request you not to take
our one away. _

Your reference to BTTF's
participation in foreign tour-
naments is also fncorrect. In
the last four years we have only
participated in the SAF Games
and no other foreign tourna-
ments, leave alone world level
meets, you sbould know better
in how many foreign tourna-
ments our hockey team has
participated in those four

__As sports organisers and
sports lovers we wafit devel’
opment of all the sports no
matter how harl it is. Chances
of success abroad, marginal as
they are to almost all sports
layed in Bangladesh. cannot
made sole criterion for pa-
tronage by the authorities.

We are shocked when you
write "table temnis which has
no prespect of doing anything
worthw evén in the next
ctng.;?‘..-“. If your advice is
hee to, we are afraid the

———

ded-

students have been urging

while real income dropped
Mﬂﬁtmﬂy in both rurlrg:ld
ur areas. Both producers
and consumers have stron
memories and they strike bac
when it comes to declining
money- power.

the BNP had to face
the political fallout of a gov-
ernment that was percei as
not serjous at governance. [t
lacked strong policy decisions
in most vital areas and was al-
ways wavering and hesitant in
im tung whatever it de-
cided upon or still worse it
was seen to be indecisive.

A sliding law and order sit-
uation, continued campus ter-
rorismm and perpetuation of a
mastan culture affected the
ordina citi much and
made them wonder what was
the difference between BNP
and its major rivals. Corruption
iftherited from the Ershad

dovernment may dedicate all
its resources to the develop-
ment of shooting and chess
only — which has been the only
major sporting success by

Bangladesh since
dence.

Lastly. we haope vou will
agree that in order to compili-
ment the achievement in one
sport. you don't have to deni-
grate the others. who are also

trying their best. .

indepen-

Ishtiag Ahmed
Bangladesh Table Tennis
Federation

Session jam

Sir, Owing to session jam
problem, of Bangladesh cul-
tural University [BAU), My-
mensingh, it takes six years or
even more to complete a 4-
F:ar B Sc Agriculture course,
or instance, ‘currently the

Part-lll B Sc Ag. examiination
of 1992 is going on!

As a result of session jam,
the Bangladesh cultural In-
stitute {BAI) and other agri
colleges of the¢ country are
facing serious difficulties in
accommodating the excess
students with their limited
capacity and facilities., This
situation is prevailing for the
last several years and it will
continue till eradication of the
session cjlam problem. The
concerned higher authorities
are not in favour of sanctioning
additional facilities plus
financial support to the aﬁri
colleges for meeting up the
extra burden. Often authorities
suggest to contain session jam
by quickly holding
examinations and clearing the
stranded students by the re-
spective colleges with their
own initiatives. This is indeed
3 very good suggestion. But the
fact §s. the agri colleges
including BAI do not have the
authority to hold final exami-
nations according to their own
calendar because these
colleges are running under the
academic control of BAU.

In order to solve the ses-
sion jam and other aeademic
problems, the teachers and
the

overnment to sanction aca-
emic autonomy to agri col-
leges so that they can run their
own academic activities as
the demand of the time g
adopting modern academic
curricula and .

~ We would draw the kind

attemtion of Joint Secretary.

Education W Minis
glgnﬁgriculturc alr:% Directtnryr
General. BARI to the above
mentioned pro and would
request their good offices to
take urgent steps for solving
the long-standing session jam
and other academic problems
of BAl and other ggri-colleges.

M Zahidul Haque
General Secretary,
BAl Teachers’ Association.

Phoney

Sir, in tae news telecast on
Thursday. 30th May, 1996 and
the following Friday morning,
the BTV news readers an-
nounced that the Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar exchange had
completed the conversion of
analog to digital upto the num-
ber 315900. In fact they could
not complete even upto
315400. at made them an-

nounce a wrun%vﬂgure is in-

deed a mystery. Was the source
from the horse's mouth l.e..
BTTB? -«

A subscriber
Dhaka-9 -

A Very Bad Day

Sir, This, refers to your edi-
Lnrta] Eugdg the c&pt{lﬁ "A
ery Ba a ublis on
3rd June, Bﬁfwgerﬂn it has
been mentioned that death of
30 Easncngcra was perhaps the
highest in recallable memory,
Deaths due to bus accidents
are so frequent in our country
that it is a.mind boggling mat-
ter to keep all these tragedies
in memory. After reading your
editorial I'm trying to recollect
the bus accident which oc-
curred on the Dhaka-Aricha
hiﬁhway perhaps in April. '9]
when a dangerously overloaded
bus while coming to Dhaka
skidded off a bridge and
plunged into a dry canal killing
around 85 persons. Those ill-
fated passengers were return-
ing to Dhaka after the Eid-ul-
Fitre. This death toll, if it is
correct, may be the in
a bus accident in our country.
Deaths due to autom
accidents in any country are
common and hard to contain.
Even in the US 40.000 people
die every year from autemobile
aocidents. But for a eountry

regime was not contained,
rather perception of corrup-
tion on a growing scale domi-
nated several areas of m-
ment, bureaucracy and busi-
1ess.
Although BNP had to its
credit the introduction of the
par ary em of gov-
ernment bac popular
consensus, it failed to make
the Parliament perform. If the
was gullty of boy-
cotting the Parliament for
periods, the BNP could be he
responsible for making the
Parllament non-performing Iis
parliamentary leader ignored #t
and was even inconspiciio:iseby
long absences whiﬂ: e Is
show that more laws wiiv
promulgated by ordinaces
than 'thrnm arliamentary
initiatives. ouse was also
bypassed in announeing or
consulting on any major policy
issues.

like us where junks outnumber
road-worthy automobiles, we

have at least to minimize
the death if the concerned
authority puts the paramount

interest of saving lives of pas-

sengers over the all powerful

so called associations of own-
~~ers or labours of trucks buses.

Zaved Mortuza
230, Green Road.,
Dhaka.

Neutrality of BTV

Sir, During the Ershad
re_ﬂ,me there was a joke about
B news bulletins — they
telecast news of Saheb
(Ershad)-Bibi (Rowshan)
Golam (Ministers). When
Begum Khaleda Zia became
Prime Minister, a change was
noted in the initial period and
Khaleda's news was not given
the lead if it was not so impor-
tant. But later, Saheb-Bibi-
Golam pattern was restored.
The bulletins started with ac-
tivities of Khaleda, fellowed by
those of President and minis-
ters.

But, how is the situation
now? The same. As you switch
on the 8 or 10 o'clock news at
night, it's only Chief Adviser —
Abdur Rahman — addressing
meetings, seminars, confer-
ences, or meeting this visitor
or that personality. On June 2,
perhaps he did not have much
aclivities. So his visit to the
National Archives was shown
in detatil.

What do our political par-
ties, particularly Awami
League, which has been af-
fected by this pattern most,
because it has been out of
power for such a long time and
also because it is the most vo-
cal on such issued, have to say?
But, then why should AL re-
sent? Now AL [chief has been

The voters seem to have

- rejected the BNP for now and
ven a chance 1o the Awami
(AL) after the party's

long 21-year in the wilderness.
The AL has said that it may be
for for the mistakes that.
it t have committed in
the past. AL chief Sheikh
Hasina and senior party lead-
ers had made repeated appeals
to the voters so that they may

Democracy

Bangladeshis have always
liked to dream. Whether it is
about fifty lakh taka in
lotteries, or about ng
the prett rl next door,
*Bangﬂdesgh ave dreamt and
will k on dreaming about
all g things in life. We
dreamt a lot about the gov-
ernment which came ° to
power in 1991, only to be dis-
appointed . e contin-
ued clashes among the various
political parties. caused our
dreams to die and led us only
to chaos. Our dreams often
turned into nightmares.

There js no need to de-
scribe what happened during
the last two years.

We simply did not want
that. We just understand that
in a parliamentary democracy
the responsibility of running a
country lies with all parties
their MPs elected to the par-
liament; i.e. it lies not just
with the party holding the
majority seats in the parlia-
ment -but also with the par-
ties who are in the opposition
bench. But as it seems. despite
all differences, one thing that
all Bangladeshi political parties
have in common is perhaps a
trait of irresponsibility: To an
outsider, it might even seem.
as if the various political par-
ties are in a constant con-
test with each other in this re-
gard! If the BNP had not un-
necessarily delayed the forma-
tion of a neutral caretaker gov-
ernment, God knows how less
the AL and its associate parties
would have gone in realising
their demands. The people or
jonota might have. at one
point, wanted a caretaker
government, but no ene had
wanted/ the state of chaos that
prevailed 'in the process of its
coming inte being. The econ-
omy of Bangladesh was
nearly crippled, and many
valuable lives wére lost,

it is my opinion that if
there was any real democracy
within the pelitical parties,
they would never have in-
dulged in these activities.
When there is little demo-
cratic practice within a party.
how can one ects a party to
respect democratic norms
and principles! Since, the rise
to power in a %ailtir:al party
depends on following blindly
the orders of the ‘elite’ mem-
bers of the party, the orders,

m.g;l:ttlng more cpverage by BTV | even if d ng for the coun-
than others. June 3, both ‘ try, are cargied out without any

Bangla and Efuglish news bul- | question. 1
letins gave al cover of How does differences in
Sheikh Hasinals and also opinion among rival political
Chowdhury's etings. But it | leaders affect ordinary people
was not so h Kh as. In |in the streeta? Well, the first
both the bullgtins, there were | thing that an litician
" no ures aleda's meet- | does is to order his followers
. Well, this }is not about the | to go to the streets and hold
neutrality of neutral - | demonstratiens in his/her
ernment, but BTV, isn't 1? |support. In a democracy,
hl:fh_er opponent can and

Tarek Shamim

| does the same.

M Ahsanur Rahim

- stick and knife and gun.
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and Dreams

Hence. the same old story

— this one comes from that
part ol the city. that one from
this part: they meet at a point:
then stage one: angry words:
sltage too: fists; stage
three: ‘bang! bang!' Next thi
ﬁu. an ordinary pamr-hl;g
ow is that you are lying on
the street hit a bullet or
bomb particle. If you are un-
lucky — farewell; but if you are
lucky. a few days later, still in
immense pain, you arrive
home. That's not all. Sud-
denly, those big fellows enter
your home. put you on a wheel
chair and parade you around
the streets claiming that you
are one of 'them’. Then you see
another growp coming towards
you shouting that you are
theirs and that you have been
forcibly taken by the other
party members. In the end,
you wish that you had not gone
out that fateful afternoon to
buy a new shirt with the
mmgncjr you earned by tuition-

Our beloved and respected
politicians must abjure the
politics of terror and hockey

have no alternative but to
show more restraint and dis-
cipline. So should all the stu-
dent and youth activists of
various tical es. If all
this happens we will all have
reasons to celebrate.

All religions teach us to
love, understand and tolerate.
Despite this, even religion-
based political parties in
Bangladesh are of violent na-
ture. "Man made money:
mnntz{ made man evil" — so
goes the old saying ! Most of
the political leaders in
Bangladesh apparently are
running after power only be-
cause -0l the mo that comes
along with it. Not only this has

to stop but all every palitician
must account for every taka.

rupee, nd, dollar etc in his
bapnﬁ gih home and abroad.
(If this ever happens, | won-
der!). A special and very stiff
tax should be imposed on ev-
ery unaccounted for paisa if
necessary. The Bangladeshi
politicians' obsession with
money has gone too far. they

In the beginning. 1 was

talking about dreams of a
eaceful and rosperous
angladesh. Now that another

election has ushered in a new
beginning. I must say that if
all political parties work to
gether. that dream can be
come a reality. It is not impor-
tant who wins but that all par-

ties, both government and -
position, come t is m
need of the hour. :E m-
must not lm its

ment I
power, fle the opposition
should not for opposi.

tion's sake. We have had

enough of that. |



