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unions started the process of
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white ele-
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was called the
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The minimum wage in the
public sector has an adverse
effect on the private sector.
The, nationalised mills are
having surplus labourers,
Sometimes the denationalised
mtills have to pay salary, gratu-
ity, bonus and other benefits
to the surplus labourers which
made the industry sick. It is
alleged that excess labour in
some cases were 40 per cent,
and 25 per cent in all nation-
alised mills.

All the state-owned jute
mills are occupied with at least
three trade unions. The politi-
cal parties over the last 25
years recruited labourers to
strengthen their respective
labour unions in the mills and
divided the mills intd various
political circles. The labour
unrest in the mills blocked the
circulation of blood in the pro-
duction process but it failed to
get any serious attention from
the state mechanism.

Bangladesh ' government
should privatise the state-
owned mills to revive the jute
sector. All the major polifical
parties have accepled free
market economy and they
must reach to a consensus on
economic issues to revive the
competitiveness in jute sector
to survive in the international
market. The surplus labour
sheuld be retrenched with
compensation. And to revive
the competitiveness. the polit-
ical parties should have a sec-
ond thought on giving back the
industries to the original own-
ers. ;
People in the last decade in
several occasions used syn-
thetic products because of

cheaper price. But nowadays,
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. the Western countries are be-

coming very conscious about
the environment. So, environ-
ment-friendly products like

' mgoods are making a come-

In the textile sector. the
process ‘eco-labelling’ has
een developed. Bangladesh
has jute research institutes in
Dhaka, Mymensingh and
Gazipur where the re-

searchers are working to de-

velop new technologies in jute
cultivation. The government
showdd invest a good amount of
money in the multi-purpose
research works such as éxam-
ine fertility of the soil, to in-
vent and to be informed of bio-
technology and the latest de-
velopments in agro-technol-
ogy, possible opportunities for
product diversHication etc.

The developed couniries
spend billions of dollars to in-
vent new technologies in
order to maintain thieir domi-
nance in the global market-
place. Bangladesh should in-
vest more in the researched
and development sector in-
stead of subsidising the state-
owned white elephants.

The International Jute
Research Organisation (IJRO)
in Dhaka does not have the
required fund to continue its
research and development
programmes when United
States of America stopped fi-
nancial support two years ago
and Australia from this year,
the 1JRO hit its bottom. And
the bad news is that they may
have to stay there for a long
time unless necessary steps
are not taken by the govern-
ment soon.

Election : A Recent Roman Experience

The new government in [taly is the 55th administration since the Second World War ended more than
20 years of fascism. It is also the first drawn from the Left. Extraordinarily. in a country notorious for
political turbulence, this watershed election was almost invisible.

Almost Invisibly, the Italians Swung Left

Derek Ingram writes from Rome

B

a century

OR the first time in half
Italians have

only three. None of them
seemed to be doing much

tions, hankering after the days
of the dictator Benito
Mussolini. It was a volatile mix.
As the Christian Democrats fell

Berlusconi likes * grand
limousines and helicopters;
Prodi prefers to cycle to work
and to ride in the campaign

voted for a left-wing buuincss’.ﬁt the evening it apart through corruption, each buslialian politics are some.-
ﬁﬂ?r.rnm:nt and the day it emerged t the turnout had government was a shakier thing special in Europe.
appened you could almost been 82.7 per cent— high by coalition than the last and soon Unreconstructed Communists
have heard a pin drop in the standards of any deroc- collapsed. still sport the hammer and
Rome. racy. The voters seem to have Right-wing newspaper pro- sickle emblem. while in
Well, almost. Italy holds its .crept in after dawn, on their prietor Silvio Berlusconi Naples the [ar-Right grand-
elections on & Sunday and this way to theé coast. seemed for a moment to offer daughter of Mussolini,
was the third in four years. It In the eveuing. crowds stability as a huge drive to Alessandra. has been swept
was a briliant spring day. the athered in the Piazza del clean-up corruption got under back to victory. In the North a
bougainvillea spilling every- opulo and waved huge flags. way. He ruled for only a few .separatist movement. the

where over the walls of a city

centre that is surely one of the

world's most unspoilt.

However deeply corruption Even in the days before
may run in ttagr — and it is ° polling. ordinary eaple
pretty deep — no-one has ever seemed liftle stirred by the
managed to force up a high- election. Once upon an elec- this election
rise € in the area. Look tion time in Italy, the country ublic
across the ne in direc- was plastered with political

tion from the middle of Rome
to the distant outskirts and it
semains virtually unchanged
from a century and more ago.
In a country -notorious for its
political turbulence and
wr and a comnsiderable
history of violence on the

sireelts, the election that ments since the end of the might be described  as
Sunday morning was invisible. Second World War. nothing Thatcherite conservatives
Police seemed to be doi much was going to change, Before long. the liticians
more than their usu whichever way they voted. might in start falling out of .
traflic duties. No loads of Throughout the Cold War, one side of the bed or the
armed carabinieri lurked n [taly ad the biggest other
the side-streets, and there was Communist Party in western All hope now lies in tLhe
no sign of a soldier anywhere. Europe. For much of the thme Olive Tree leader, 56-year-old
except the usual selitary the monolithic Christian economist Romano Prodi, who

ards on the presidential
nale Palace,
Polling stations were so dis-
creet that in a whole day walk-
ing about the city.l spetted

Bul they were uncharacteristi-
cally guiet. Most people were
in front of their television sets.

posters, and graffiti and noisy
campaign cars were every-
where. For this contest. in
Rome at least. posters were
few and low-key,

But this time, those Italians
were mistaken who had de-
cided that after 54 govern-

Demeocracy Party latterly with
the help of partners, kept it
from power.

On the far Right, Italy re-
tained strong neo-fascist f[ac-
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months. then himself fell vic-
tim to charges of corruption
and scandal.

Through all this, it was the

Communists who turned out to

have the cleanest record., and
result showed
recognjtion of that.
eople were no longer afraid
to vote for the charmingly
named Olive Tree coalition
that contained the bulk of the
former Comumunists, now (he
Party of the Democratic Left.
Olive Tree, however. con-
tains a wide spectrum. all the
way [rom the Left to some who

Is seen as a quiet, clean politi-
clan, te in style from the
lashy Berlusconi, leader of the
right-wing Freedom Alllance,
who is currently lacing trial,
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Northerm League. headed b
Umberto Bossi. commands
considerable support.

Despite the political confu
sion of the past 50 vears. Italy
is economically transformed
from the parlous state it found
itself in at the end of the war.
The Italian recovery is every
bit as remarkable — but less
publicised — as the so-called
German miracle. The country's
economic performance is
healthy and the standard of
living in many areas is as high
as any in Europe.

The lesson seems to be that
politicians are not always as
important as they think they
are, Governments and coali-
tions may come and go. but
italy goes from strength to
sirength. :

And llalians, it seemns, have
come (o realise this. That,
perhaps. is why the election
on 21 April was almost invisi-
bie. -- GEMINI NEWS

DEREK INGRAM (s
Consultant Editor of Gemini
Newws Service
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Indian Perspective

‘both understanding

Why Student Indiscipline?

Amrik Singh writes from New Delhi

TUDENT  indiscipline

continues tg- be a pro-

blem. For about four
decades now, it has seen many
ups and downs. But the
problem has not disappeared.
As [ar as one can judge. it
would continue to stay with us.
The question is : can we do
something about it? The brief:
answer s that the. problem
wbuld not disappear for quite
sometime. Bul it is possible to
make it less troublesome. How,
if one may ask.

There are some obvious
steps which require to he
taken. Over-crowding for ex-
ample is one of the pre-dispos-
ing cayses. It can be overcome,
but only up to a point. Students
crowd into colleges not neces-
sarily because they are hungry
for knowledge but because
there is nothing else to do.
More of it later however.

Dealing wilh students is
also something that demands
and social
skills. At the college level, stu-
dents are at the adolescent
stage of development. By defi-
nition therefore, a sftudent is
not an adult. An adult is re-
sponsible for what he does. He
sees the relationship between
cause and effect. If the effect is
going to be negative, he be-
comes caulious. This cannot be
said about an adolescent. An
aclolescent likes to imagine
that he is a grown up. Physi-
cally that may be true. But
emotionally and psychologi-

| cally that is not true. That is

why he sometlimes acts some-
what irresponsibly.

Dealing with adolescents,
therefore, demands a certain
kind of special skill. This skill
.co1isists in being aware of the
fact that an adolescent has to
be trained to take responsibil-
ity. He talks of being responsi-
ble but it does not follow that
he would also act responsibly.
If the teacher is aware of this
double state of mind. he would
deal with him accordingly.

Sometimes, along with irre-
sponsibility goes delinquency.
I !Pg student acts irresponsibly,
he can be dealt with accurg—
ingly. But if he also acts in a
delinquent manner, appropri-
ate notice has to bhe taken of it.
Sometimes it is even necessary
to punish such a student.

Whether an action is irre-
sponsible or delinquent in
character calls for. fine judge-
ment. There cannot be any ab-
solute rule or guidelimes about
it. An understanding teacher
has to distinguish between the
two. Sometimes he can go
wrong in his judgement but
this ts something - against
which there 1s 1w safeguard.
Making mistakes 1> as' human
as making the right judge-
ment,

One thing should be clear,
however. Irresponsibility can
be forgiven but not delin-
quency. Delinquency has to be
punished. Whether the pun-
ishiment is soft or harsh de-
pends upon the gravity of the
offence. Something also de-
pends upon whether it is the
first offence or a second or a
third one. In any case, no stu-
dent should ever be under the
impression that he can com-
mit an offence and get away
with it. -

Today. in countless cases,
this is precisely what happens.
That indeed is the reason why
in spite of going down, the
number of offenders tends to
o 1up. Under no circumstances
crionld a delinguent student be

allowed to im
commit an o
teacher would wink at it. Such
a state of mind can only breed
more offenders. "

during w
in what has come to be known
as planning, the average rate of
economic growth over the
years has been 3
year. It has been hi
Ecr cent during some years,

ne that he can
nce and the

Having said these few

things, it is important to turn
to the root cause. As anyone
can see, our system of educa-
lion is geared to the modern
sector of the economy. Tradi-
tiorial econom
operate
mode. In other words, those
who join college train them-
selves for that sector of the
econorhy which depends upon
the rate of economic growth of
the country.

continues to
in the traditional

Durinﬁ these five decades
ich we have engaged

per cent per
gher than 3

ut there have also been years

when it has been less than
that. On the whole. it Is a safe
statement to make that the
rate of economic
been in the neighbourhood of
3 per cent,

growth has

It requires no great math-
ematical skill to see that those
lunktng for jobs are more than
the jobs available. Thus there
was bound to be unemploy-
ment. In plain words, because
of the mismatch between the
rates of the grcocwth of the

- economy and of those who are

preparing themselves to enter
the economy. unemployment
may bound to arise.

According to the figures in
respect ol employment ex-
changes. approximately 45
million persons are registered
with them in search of jobs. It
would be recalled that in order
to qualify to be registered by
an Employment Exchange. the
individual must have passed

. his matriculation. The number

of those currently on the regis-
ters of emplgyment exchanges,
to repeat, is around 45 million.

How to interpret these fig-
ures? The answer is simple.

The rate of the growth of

economy must go up so that
the rate of growth of those
seeking entry into the modern
seclor of the economy can also
go up. The later figure cannot
come down, and indeed it de-
serves to even go up. It is the
growth of the economy which
must be stepped up.
Till 1991, when the econ-
omy was liberalised, the rate of
rowth was around 3 per cent.
ince then, it has started pick-
ing up. Currently it is around 5
per cent per year. This devel-
opment is in the right direc-
tion. What we need te do is to
liberalise further. deregularise
the economy and give oppor-
tunities to those who have the
potential to grow.

. In conclusion, it requires to
be restated that what .we have
to do is to ensure that econ-
omy grows at a faster and even.
faster rate. As it grows, more
and more jobs would be
thrown up. As more and more
jobs become available, those
who are now looking for jobs
would get absorbed. Once stu-
dents begin to get employed as
soon as Lthey pass out, their
whole outlook would change.
They would become better mo-
tivated. And this is the surest
guarantee against continued
student indiscipline.

— Mandira

The writer is a former Vice
Chancellor of Delhi University.
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