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For a New Politics

The election outcome will be clearly known by

half-truths,

land—man,

It was quite ingenious of a- Bangla daily to coin
the above headline. Indeed, the government holi-
day declared on the hational polling day has as-
sumed a new meaning with the coining of ‘vote'
with the general leave of absence. The Bangalees
never run short of excuses when it comes to tak-
ing leave from office or work. So we find that the
three days' Eid holiday extends beyond a week.
The two Eid holidays virtually are responsible for
a mass exodus of employees from their work
places to their ancestral homes — mostly from

the cities to the villages.
Well,old habit dies hard. The June 12 national
holiday has been extended to three days ‘or more
plea that their names as
voters have been enljate:d with the voter lists at
their respective permanent addresses in villages
or towns. All they had to do is to have granted
today's (Thursday's) leave of absenge. :
can comfortably
together. Mq:at of these people left Dhaka or

by employees on the

nature,

Vote Holiday

spend three days'

other cities on Tuesday.

~ We would like to takr: this oppo
upon the future government to take a serious look
into the number of government holidays that we
now have. Twenty days of official holiday is among
the highest in the world. Can we afford this lux-

i

rtunity

Now they
hﬂliday

to call

this afternoon. EC hopes to announce results of
all 300 seats by that time — barring those where
polling has been stopped. Trends say there would
be nominal. So, from this very day a new count-
down would start — that for the induction of a
new government.
Now is the time for the political parties, spk-
cially the two_ contenders for power, to prove
their bona fide as forces of democracy. The victor
must show it by their restraint and the van-
quished by their sporting spirit. Our realities can
afford neither a bad loser nor a bad winner. Mag-
nanimity on one side and equanimous reconcilia-
tion with the outcome on the other will help the
present transition to set the tone of govermance
for the next five years. The nation needs the re-
peat performance of the wonderful show of re-
straint that all sides made on the resignation of
the previous government — only on a much
grander and more sustaining scale.
Whoever wins, Bangladesh's next government
must be one of reconciliation. Politics of conflict
and confrontation, of mean lies and dangerous
of wholesale hoodwinking have
broken the nation into mutually repellent pieces.
The gap has to be plugged, the gaping wound
healed, a whole generation, that of the youth,
inculcated with the sense of unity and struggle in
consonance with the patriotism of the sixties.
Rather than worshipping this or that leader, our
people must be steadily and surely brought round
to love and revere all of the constituents of this
history and culture.
Bangladesh today is in dire need of a holistic
approach to societal and value entities rather |
than the dangerous fissiparous tendencies so
fondly fanned only on consideration of power.
Only an unremitting trudge down the road to a
great national reconciliation can equip this polity
to attain stability and engage the challenges
posed by economic and social, cultural and tech-
nological backwardness as well as by the demands
of the new century and tremendous global ad-
vances. |

Talk soft, be modest, aim high and give all you
can to the building of our society its future — and
you will eventually triumph. That should be the
lesson of the short history of Bangladesh and in-
deed the whole history of mankind.

The Unflattering Sides

Governmental agencies have been for some
time patting their own backs and administration
leaders simply gloating over spectacular achieve-
ments in child immunisation programmes. Claims

of revolutionary advances in the health sector
were advanced as election clinchers. The UNICEF
report reléased in Dhaka on Tuesday gives out the
unflattering side of the situation. And what a real-
ity it paints!
Close to 50 million are not yet covered by
iodised salt. Although the improvement from a 50
per cent coverage to 62 per cent has been lauded
by UNICEF, a hapless 50 million continue to be
exposed to the horror of leading a moronic life,
disfigured and incapacitated. What is so daunting
about making production of salt wholly iodine
based? Is it so difficult to see that not a gram of
non-iodised salt is produced in the land?
As against substantial gains made in the matter
of primary school completion and child mortality,
malnutrition of children continues to be stuck at
67 per cent. And do we not know malnutrition is
almost wholly a ‘case of hunger? If hunger per-
sists, how can the overall picture of child devel-
opment improve? -
- The UNICEF report adlso draws our attention to
the unacceptably high death rate during child
birth. Preventing such deaths and ensuring ma-
ternal health is an integral part of public health,
without which no population planning will suc-
ceed. We thank UNICEF for once again drawing
our attention to some extremely vital aspects of
development challenges.
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A Menu for Action: Expectations from the New Government-ll

A s o 22

s of lrtjclu 22 :::I' lhe
Iluunnn[rtlltini tu[ the
separation ary I(rom
the executive. In addition to a
law that may entail
abolition of the Law

Ministry an enhanced
and enlarged uﬂir.-e of the

Attorney General,
l.l'ﬁl:lll 107,109 , 115 nr:j:l"llﬁ
ma 9% restored from the
the supremacy of the Erl.lj-"hml
1 e
Court over all courts, uding
tribunals. The office of the
Dtpu Commissioner will have
ace in a system of

mlerfu.l local government and
sooner their magistracy
function is taken away the
better.

Such a legislation will only
be one step in the for
establishment of the rule of
law, without which, social
stability as well as economic

gmﬁul are just nol feasible
he politica parties and

:ﬁacﬂny the party in power
have to play a very majror
role in curbing terrorism and

violence in the country. The
of area mastans and

especi armed elements in
the student community must
be shunned by all parties with
the party in power taking the
first initiative. IT the law en
forcement agencies are left
free to deal with the goons
things vastly improve as we
are now experiencing under
the caretaker government Of
course, terrorism in urban
krl: and in insttutions of
%’: r learning is often said
patroni by unaccount-

ahit agcncirs ol the govern
ment, which hopefully will
cease Lo operate i1 this action
programme is followed. Elimi
nation of campus violence
must feature prominently in
any attempt to establish law
and order on a firm footing
The practice of having student
wings of political parties must
be discontinued. Student poli
tics should. be free of interfer
ence from political parties
and government agencies. Si-
multaneously some measures
should be taken to free stu-
dents' politics [rom perpetual
students, of which we have a

classic case in the DUCSU,

For the rule of law all black
laws should be voided. Preven
tive detention was legalised by
the second amendment

cifically by the modification
of Article 30 of the 1972 -Con-
stitution. Preventive detention
of enemy aliens or in a period
of emergency or for the
pose of enquiry into high Eevrl
cases of corruption can be jus-
tified but not for isan poli-
tics. Therefore the original Ar-
ticle 30 should be restored

der other laws They lhnuk:l all
be voided. where necessary
after proH:r identification.

We all recognise that we
have mistakenly neglected uni-
versal education and that it
should enjoy the highest pri-
ority Is not questioned any-
more. Educational achieve-
ment Is a matter of
national commitment. Educa-
tional Investment {n recent.
times has increased but our
resources are limited and
hence we must get the maxi-
mum leverage from the en-
hanced investment. The real
weakness in our educational
invesiment is its centralised
control and execution. Pri.
mary. Secondary and Voca-
tional education must unequiv-
ocally be the responsibility of
district governments Pending
the implementation of an ap-

propriate structure of jocal
nment, the responsibility
should be devolved to some

Committee at the district
level comprising educational

administrators. parents rep-
resentative and peoples
elected leaders. The educa-

tional manpower must be re.

sponsible to district authori

ties and the Directorate Gen
eral at national capital must be
wound up altogether PnIn.'
making and inspection as we

as services demanded by cHn
tricts can be undertaken by an
agency working directly under
the Ministry e physical fa
cilities of primary schools can
be better utilised Hy introdue-
ing shifts. Books and teaching
guides can be adapted from
those of BRAC. GSS or FIVDB
For adult education area based

by A M A Muhith

under-graduate study should
be appropriate and not follow
the tule of conformity.

Al a very early date,
should be taken to fulfill t
Eledg: made in 1990 il:mut
ee press. Shahabuddin Gov-

ernment ensured that no
newspaper can be banned. But
government controlled press
and electronic media still ex-
ist appropriati substantial
public resources but no
public interest. The press un-
der the control of the govern-
ment including the news ser
vice should be auctioned off
despite the please of journal-

ists who are simply govern-
ment employees. € man-
agement of the electronic

media presents a serious prob-
lem. Even if full autonomy is
granted and a code of conduct
is established. how do you In-
sulate from partisanship the
process of selection of the di-
rectors of the autonomous
body. One ﬁhﬂd considered
in some ot country «
to be the least oﬂcﬂam.ﬁ
nominating board or a search
commitiee could be estab-
lished by parl:mn::ent ;tt}g lr-mlI
nent peo select y all
arties Tgll:n this body could
¢ entrusted to recommend
candidates not only for the

meclia board but also for other
bhodies which have become
victims ol extreme partisan
behaviour of the last ern-
ment (e.g Public Service
Comrmission. University Grants
( ommission) Distribution of

investigation or solicit the
services of other bodies for
holding an investigation It
should submit an annual report

to the parliament on its ac-
tivities cially indicating ac-
tions t on its recommen-

dations by the Government.
Simultaneously a law on Free-

dom of Information should be
enacted. Matters relating to
recruitment of public servants.
award of contracts and preject
agreements should be made
public as soon as recruitment
is made. or an award given or
an agreement signed P

on sensitive matters shou

a general rule be released aﬂe.r
the lapse of five years unless
there are special reasons to
do otherwise.

A parkatg: ;md;nnnmtc
management an t
initiatives should I'ﬂtm

lickes that were being fol-
owed ior 1o the b
1994-95. Because after that
the policies have been thor-

ly partisan, ambivalent on

rins. ad-hoc and
above all profligate. Before the
meeting the next Aid Group
fi,e. September), a review of
macro-economic framework
and reform measures should
be undertaken and the outline
of a new memo of understand-
ing sheuld be developed on
the basis of consensus. There
is no i te on the objec
of poverty alleviation and em-
ployment eration and the
modality of open economy
measures We have pretty
good expertise at home to

et of

with the support nfr.t-
peris. MHI

sureuﬂlrmdltb
cause of a number of reasons.

First., the ltr tion
comes

not because ﬂmﬁm
est but because of threat of
unempiﬂymcnﬂ t. Second. the
next layer is
bureaucracy mnu-lnz:
o g e
age ..'?":trd the
CONSUMmers -eLthﬂ!ﬂr:-
tim of inefficient public en-

terprise. nowhere is it more

mlthmmm f
Fourth, the cuﬂmm

and tion that is instilled
by pu C tions is a
positive impediment to in-
vestment growth. Even our
private sector likes this cul-
tl.:rchﬂm it suits them. such
A8
getting undue h‘ﬂhwm“
trade regime or getting advan-
tage from mr:rnm:nt pur-
chase. Fin . the resources
released f:ak' price as well as
relief from subsidisation or
preemption of credit J
can be spent much !:"tr
public investment.

Measures should be taken

for halt al
(i, Conmtrn ot e

and use of wWater are
virtually static the last five
years. New varieties of seeds
are not coming up or being
popujarised e extension
system is in a siaté of virtual
collapse. Net agricultural
credit delivery has not

up much despite the remission
granted in 199]1. Scope for di-

versification of crops is lirmited

A policy decision should be made to privatise every public enterprise. wﬂ!; conversion of each

enterprise info a separate mtdyundthnqﬂmdingullhm- iuﬂu' MMW:#& through
competitive bids, or closure and salvage.

social mobilisation may be un
dertaken for saturaled pro-
grammes of slx or nine months
duration
Al the secondary level an
extremely iumportant measure
will be introduction of com
puter literacy at least in five
schools per district for which
the real inhibiting factor will
be availability of teachers. The
(adet Colleges should be
brought into the mainsiream ol
the mational system and con
verted into elite public schools
lor meritorious students In
each distnct there should be
al least one elite school. In the
field of higher education. in
each district one centre or
excellence should be the five
year target Such a centre need
not have too many' faculties or
departments. We shall have
quite a few universities in
Dhaka as all the sanctioned
privaie ones make their ap-
Ppearance. We should now con-

(0 . owrion et
three exceptions T "i:'t!ntr‘a:e on developing au

make preventive paolitical de-
tention ultra-vires. Another
instrument of arbitrary deten-
tion is Section 54 of the
Criminal Procedure Code.
While . limited application of
this law is desirable for main-
taining law and order its
harmful effect should be re-
moved by directing that de-
tention without charges can-
not be extended beyond a fort-
night under this law. There
are many other emergency and
uncivilised laws, including the
indemnity law or the vested
properties law, as well as

lonomous institutes /unive-
rsities in the districts. Such a
programme will greatly
enhance the responsibility of
the UGC: it will be required to
set and monitor the standards
in these institutes and make
sure that coverage of subjects
and disciplines is rational. In
such a scenario there will be
no place for a National Univ-
ersity only to award degrees. It
will be desirable to abolish
this nascent insttution before
it becames another campus-
based University. In the new
institutes and universities the
contents and duration of

government advertisement by
a central authority should also
be done away with and left to
a body relected by the press
lexclusive however of news
papers with a sale jess than
3000 copies). Addttionally the
subsidy on newsprint should
Le done away with.

Ethics 1n government has
been the most unfortunate
victim ol dictatorship in
Bangladesh. There has been no
attempt at retrieving the sit-
uation after the restoration of
democracy The Bureau of
Anti-Corruption must be made
iree to function in investigat-
ing corruption by public ser-
vants. The office of Ombuds-
man must also be set up to
protect people from bureau-
cratic caprices. But the man-
ner in which corruption at
high levels have become all-
pervasive. further measures
are undoubtedly warranted A
Commission on Good Gaov-
ernment Should be consti-

tuted and it ma{; even be a
constitutional o Assel
statements at periodic inter-

vals should be submitted to
the Commission public
representatives a.nJ top bu-
reaucrats in decision making
levels. whose cases will be
looked into by it. Information
about or complaints apainst
these officials or public repre-
sentatives should be passed on
to the Commission by other
dgencies like BAC or Om-
budsman. The Commission
should have its own staff in-
cludi.ng investigators. It sho-

rdonors

prepare an appropriate pack

age. This should (irst be done
and then negotiated with the
representatives of donors
which will mean a reversal ol
roles. Another fundamental
point to remember is that a
model developed with the
(particularly Bank
Fund) may need change in the
mid-course to cater to unfore-

seen or  unexpected develop-

merts. The donors view It with
disfavour because mostly these
are initiated for political and
not economic reasons Here
the contribution of some
indigenous support group of
experlts outside the bureau

cracy can be very useful in de
vising imaginative measures
without ruining the reform
programme. Unfortunately this
is an option rarely exercised in

the recent past.
Some the elements of a
can be as follows:

A policy decision should be
made to privatise every public
enterprise. The process will be
conversion of each enterprise
into a separate entity and then
offloading its shares in the
market, ﬂutright sale through
competitive bids, or closure
and salvage. This last option is
very important for preventing
perpetual hemmorrage in
terms of direct subsidisation
or indirect subsidisation
through directed credit
(which adds to the list of de-
faults). If an enterprise is not
to be privatised it will have to
come up with justification that
must be considered by the

be free to institute its own *Government in- consultation

by lack of research, extension
and credit, Perha a slow
down in rural works has also
affected agruulturll growth.
There has not been any con-
sistent policy In respect of
support price of agricultural
products. These are some of
the areas that need attention.
Expansion of ¢redit on the
one hand and investment in
water management, extension
and research on the other de-
serve special consideration
We need at least five mere
Grameen Banks to help the
over-all rural sector. Output
subsidy in terms of support
price should ﬂcrhnpl secure
greater sympathy.

Urgent ener develop-
ment programme should enj
one ol the highest priorities.
is not only electrieity lmrl—

tion which has suffered from

utter neglect,  explorat
drilling for hydm:lgm ::T
sources and development of
gds flelds have also severely
suffered. A very important de-
cision in this sector relates to
gricing and ret of power.
erhaps unpleasant decisions
will be required to be taken
tor the reater good of the
country. Urgent programme
for power supply, even if it is
expensive, cannot just be
avoided. ’
In the telecommunication
sector despite many pitfalls
the situation is not so dismal
as in the en sector. But
monopoly uf and T Board
is not justified at all. A w:ry
important measure will be

2. Thia new =

portunities fur k:a
the traditional deve

M The creation of the
mwhmt}y
urh:r

lttﬂ'u

been” empbasieed

Restructuring the
sector huhe:mnn:d’ﬂl:my
importlnt

needing social mobilisation, a
job im which the NGOs have
demonstrated
They in ‘ation with
local aut

rent expenditure m

o z.. . Sl

cign

forms in public administration
must provide for severe con-
traction of ernment on
three counts — privatisation,
devolution to local govern-
ment and merger of direc-
torates/directorates — gen-
eral /attached m and sec-
retariat into agencies
under the Ministers. Domestic
debt will come down with pri-
vatisation and limited scope
for profligacy due to devolu-
tion of functions. For external

debt me relief measures
shoiild be considered by the
denors even

though

Bangladesh has a t

record in debt servicing.
Bangladesh has increased

rate of domestic investment at

the nse of foreign invest-

ment. foreign aid has been at

a static level for a number of

E:‘;':h This must d“nﬁ:
in investment in a

way will both domes-

tic and foreign a.ldw

3 Thefwrtﬂr'isumm-
ter of Finance ar thnlng
undnfarnw&:;fwybme

establishment of an Informa- government.

many arbitrary provisions un-
ESPITE PM Ms Benazir
Bhutto's wide-eyed

D poker-faced disclaimer

about corruption (what corrup-
tion?)] to the David Frost
guestion in his Breakfast Show.

"Virtual Reality” is that the
corruption perception index
for 1996 uced by Transpa-

rency International (TI), a
multi-national organisation
dedicated to curb corruption
in international business, plac-
es Pakistan second in corrupt
countries behind Nigeria,
adjudged to be the most
corrupt (not by far) among the
54 countries surveyed, Among
the least corrupt countries,
New Zealand was first i.e at
No. 54. In order of rascality
among the Muslim nations
(other than Nigeria that

ed us) Pakistan was fol-

lowed in order of demerit by

Bangladesh (at No. 4],
Indonesia (at 10), Uganda (at
12), Egypt (at 14), Turkey (at
22). ordan (at 25) and
Malaysia (at 29). It is scant
consolation that India is not far
behind us (at No. 9 position) in
the corruption stakes. Should
we be hapgy that we are more
corrupt than our pcrcnnial
arch- rl-.ra.l or hang our heads in
shame that even they are less
corrupt than we are? To some
of us; it is a matter of embar-
rassment, to those who have

~worked overtime to put us on
this shameful pedestal, does it
really matter?

According to an article in
the Financial Times (Monda
June 3,° 1996), TI. wlti
Headquarters in Berlin, de-
fines corruption as "the misuse
of public power for private
heneﬂtg" It tries to assess the
mﬁ'en to which public officials

politicians in various coun-
tries are involved in such
practices as siphoning bribes,
taking illicit payments in pub-
lic procurement and the em-
bezzling of fpul:.'alint: funds. TI's
sumimary findings is based
an lD international business
surveys, most conducted
among foreign businessmen
doing business with the sur-
vey-target countries. Corrup-
tion s sliding from a low
of 2.25 pulntu out of 10 in
1995 to even low 1.00 peint in
199& were bracketed h;,r
eria’s 0.69/10 and Kenya's

2. 1/10 fat No. apeultinn] At
the reverse end of the corrup-
tion scale, New Zealand re--
tained its least corrupt status

Virtuality of Corruption

but fell slightly from it's high
of 9.55 out of 10 (1995) 1o
9.43/10 (1996). Even the so-
called "Banana Republics™ that
people in (and out of) uniform
are usually scornful about are
considerably less corrupt than
Pakistan, the closest being
Colombia at 16th
with 2.73 points out of 10,

A short time ago. a gentle-
man of leisure purchased a
400-year-old several hundred
(or thousands?”) acres estate in
Surrey in England, out-biddin
in open auction the Sultan %
Brunei, considered to be the
richest man in the world.

‘While there are rich Pakistani

expatriate businessmen who
can conceivably afford to
splurge quite a quantum of
money on such real-estate
baubles but even these expatri-
ates scarcely have the com-
bined’capacity to take on the
likes of the Brunei billions.
Pretensions of landed gentry
nﬂtwithstandmg anyone at-

’ Etmg to equal the style and
'E.nn

appeal of British né&bility
and the Sultan's wealth has to
have either oil wells a la Brunei
or have an illegal "largesse
well” in direct approximation
to the corruption level obtain-
ing in Pakistan. No doubt such
“investments” abroad have
contributed to our rapidly de-
clining yeputation Mtﬁ respect
to corruption.

The virtual reality (or virtu-
ality) of corruption may have
sériously damaged the eco-
nomic fabric of this nation, the
more serious havoc has been to
the moral fabric of our body
politic as well as our reputa-
tion in the rest of the world,
particularly intending in-
vestors. Quite frankly, we have
no credibility at any level in
any disci lim: The endless

greed on display is a kin to a
plattcn of food placed before a
really hungry man who then

roceeds to wolf down the
ood with both hands. But what
about those who are not cor-
ru]:vt themselves but chose to
iberately ignore this reaiit]r

of corruption? Those amo

our leaders, whether Iltl
civil or military. busmeu etc.
who continue to believe that
since they themselves do not
take part in looting the nation,
their benign abstinence ab-
solves them of any responsibil-
Itjf and/or culpability need to

osition

be rapidly disabused as to this
fantasy. They cannot be ab-
solved of their liability that
should affect not only their
conscience but is also a consti-
tutional and moral obligation.
There is no such thing as a
“free-ride” in the matter of
conscience based on benign
ignorance. When ene has the
intimate knowledge of wrong-
doing in high places there is
public responsibility that one

owes to the State (and its citi-
Zens).

While some of our hierarchy
seem to feel that as long as
1he,3r choose to close their eyes
and ears to the cacophony of
malfeasance around I:Eem vio-
lation of the public trust by
others does not require any
protest from them, a stage has
come where most of our senior
bureaucrats fall over them-
selves in ingratiate themselves
to whoever is in power, com-
pounding the situation by
teaching ways around estab-
lished checks and balances

transterring illegal money
abroad and inflation. This is a
Catch-22 situation where each
negative factor feeds on the
other and the cumulative effect
puts us that much deeper into
an economic morass. Gradually
the dell‘y to day needs are going
out the n:a::h of the com-
mon man as inflation feeds on
massive corruption. Electricity
is almost un-affordable to the
middle-class at the present
time, in a few months so will
the telephone be. With gas and
transportation not much be-
hind, almost 95 per cent of

the population is well on the ’

way back to the Dark Ages,
kept afloat only by the shrill
populist rhetoric of our lead-
ers. Virtual Reality is that
those who have brought us to
this state will probably be en-
joying their homes on the out-
skirts of Paris, the French
Riviera, Surrey, etc., while we
become a footnote to history
on the Somalia/Liberia pattern.

Every citizen has fundamen-

AS ! SEE 1

Ikram Sehgal wntes from Karachi

that only bureaucracy can

. know how to circumvent with-

out creating masses of evi-
dence. The most disingenuous
argument used to justify their
collaboration in this chicanery
is that it does not fall in line
with their "constitutional’ re-
sponsibilities. Democracy's
strength lies in accountability
by all the trustees of govern-
ment, not in their active col-
laboration on dubious grounds.
Virtual reality is that our econ-
omy.- will not be able to with-
stand further rape, it will lead
to the collapse of our financial
tem not-withstanding all
the glib rhetoric in the world.
This will certainly have a disas-
trous effect on the whole so-
clo-economic infrastructure
and most particularly national
security.
The rapid decline of the
Pakistani Rupee makes it more
nsive to replace our criti-
military hardware and as
mr}rnnc knows there is a di-
rect relationship between

tal rights, among them the
right of self-defence. When the
gﬂopies right of existence is
ng threatened, should they
forswear Lhe right to defend
themeselves? And how does one
defend oneself in a sham
democracy? And on the same
analogy, are the people right in
exsxctin% that the civil and
ierarchy that is not
invu]vtd in the malfeasance
have a national duty to take up
cudgels on their behalf? Or
should they stand aloof behind
the figleat of "constitutional
obligation” while the ecountry
becomes bankrupt?

Buffeted by a combination of
years of administirative excess
and neglect, our people have
developed a fatalist tendency

when faced with the hydra-

headed twin monsters cor-
ruption and nepotism. Ms
Benazir went so far as to label
the Berlin Report as “flim
flam". Instead of reacting i-
tively by identifying malfea-
sance as resorted to

L3
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obfuscation, the rhetoric of the
contrary, one wonders why?
Maybe she knows that gener-
ally those who matter, in and
out of uniform, tend to remain
reluctant in, interfering with
nepotism and ecorruption as
long as it does not directly af-
fect them. Her reading of
Virtual Reality seems to be
based on the sheer apathy of
the common citizen in

account
* politic. m

rotesting white-collar crime.
t is a matter of n:gn:t
that even the

" our corrupt status has nut

ahanlnr.-d us into some action.
surely even a hint of t
will be enough to m

our body
sake of our
continued existence as a native
on the face of this Earth one
hopes that we should soon find
someone who will be willing to

'My attention has been
drawn to the lead news in The
Daily Star published on the 7th
ol June. Your concern about
the problem. urban poverty. is
well taken. You should, how-
ever. have been more carefid
about verification of the results
before printing them.

A day-long workshop was
organised last month on this
very Report on urban poverty.
Many of the participants in-:
cluding this writer pointed out

serious methodological flaws in -

the analysis. The survey was
locused on the poor only,
mainly in the slums. The non-
slum population or households
were not inchuded in the study.
Thus there is no basis in the
Report for estimati the
number or percéntage
people in the tnta]itjr of ulﬁn
an-as Thus any increase in the
roportion of poor people, if it

s happened at all, may have
OCourr
eas, not in general:

Second. the awverages for
the urban areas were calcu-
lated by combining figures
from very large .towns like
Dhaka and smaller towns with-
out adjusting for cost of living.
Thus, the same poverty line
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