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Chief Adviser
happy

Chief Adviser Muhamimad
Habibur Rahman visited the
media centre at Hotel Sonar-
gaon yesterday moming.

He talked to the foreign
journalists. who were using [a-
cilities at the media centre.
opened on the occasion of the
parliamentary elections.

"I've agreed Lo head the
carelaker government, getting
assurance from all political
parties." the Chief Adviser told
the New Delhi-based regional
bureawr chiel of the weekly
Time magazine., Dick Thomp-
SOMn.
Replying to a question on
the general election being held
across the country yesterday,
he said. "l am happy. It's an

142

excellent election. We're! in
festive mood.”
The Chief Adviser also

talked to the officials. who
were manning the media cen-
tre. sel up by the governimment's
Press Information Departiment,
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EU polls observers
to meet

The election observer team
of the Eurepean Umdon (EU)
will meet the mﬁ to share
their observations regarding
the election at Hotel Sonar-
gaon at 4 pm tomorrow. Prior
le the
bym.sm nfg: EU team, led

alor Cayetena De Zu
lueta. will meet the Heads ol
Mission of the Eur Uron
m Dhaka t¢ share experi-
ence before and during the
election. said a press release
reports UNB.

5 more killed in
Karachi gurbattle

KARACHI June 12 At least

y. :
The ambassadors of Frnm:e.

italy, Ireland and Spain and
the Netherlands, visited
Kashmir while on a two-day
“fact-finding” mission, amidst

copters' crash

SYDNEY, Jume 12: Two
Australian army helicopter
crashed tomight, killing |
soldiers during anti-terrorist
manoeuvres in the northern
state of Queensland an army
official said. Ten or 11 soldiers
were also injured from a total
of 28 thought to be on board
the two US Sikorsky black
Hawk helicopters. re Ls
Reuter e

press conference the |
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seats.

Awami

Bangladesh consolidated its position as one of the
world's largest democracies when an unprecedented
enthusiasm and turnout of voters and generally peace-
ful polling yesterday marked the holding of the sev-
enth parliamentary polls in its quarter-century history.

The nation's attention was now focussed on what
would be the outcome of the polls as the results kept
pouring in from the 25,957 polling centres across the
country till the filing of this report 4:30 am today.

According to unofficial results received from the
Election Commission, the Awami League bagged 87
seats while the Bangladesh Nationalist Party got 75

Jatiya Party was trailing behind with 18 seats while
Jamaat-e-Islami secured only one seat. |

BNP chief Begum Khaleda Zia won in four
constituencies out of the five she contested from.
League president Sheikh Hasina was declared
elected from all the three seats she contested. Till the
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By Staff Correspondent

writing of this report the results of one of the five
constituencies Begum Zia contested from were not

announced.

Besides, the BNP was leading in 52 seats, AL in 48
seats and JP in 18 seats at 4:30 am.

Among the party stalwarts who lost the election are
Barrister Abdus Salam Talukder, Secretary General of

BNP, defeated in both the constituenci

, he contested

from, Matiur Rahman Nizami and Maulana Abdus
- Sobhan of Jamaat-e-Islami, Amir Hussain Amu and
Zohra Tajuddin of AL, Col (rtd) Malek of JP and

Shahjahan Siraj of BNP.

Although incidents of violence were less this time
compared with those in the past elections, five per-
sons were killed and around 150 injured during and

after the polls.

Among the five, four were killed in

Chittagong and its surrounding districts and one in
Moulvibazar under greater Sylhet district.
There were no specific reports of rigging or elec-
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{ Eemale voters in a long queue at a polling centre at Postagola, Dhaka yesterday.
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AL wins 87 seats, BNP'

toral manipulation in Dhaka or frorn The D

¥

aily Star

correspondents in the districts till the filing of this
report at midnight last night. Sev/eral polls-related
complaints were, however, received from candidates of
rival political parties in various con stituencies.

Responding
monit

to the Election Cormmiission's (EC), 169
foreign observers representing 14,

different groups are

oring the polls. Among then), the Commonwealth

Observers team led by Dr Mohd, Ghazali Shafie, in a
. statement after the polling was, over, remarked: "We
have been particularly impresses| by the special consti-
tutional and legal arrangements; that were put in place
to ensure a neutral administra’/ion and a credible elec-
tion. We are aware of serious disturbances and some

shortcomings, but these did riot materially affect the

Polling however, was de:clired postponed in around

100 centres due to incidents of violence,
reports reaching from sii»; divisional

lcnording to -

See Page 12 Col 3
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[BNP) has alleged that vester
day's elections in 99 ouf af 30

were marked by rigging mal
practice, violence and intimi
dation.

Addressing a hurriedly
called press counlerence at the

at about § pm. a BNP spokes
man said were receiving
more reports ol rigging and
other malpractice from
different s ol the country

IhrTg'ﬂi later

spokesman. Goyeshwai
accused the Awami

Roy

League workers of stuffing bal
bt.ﬁ:n. ousting the polling
agents ol BNP candidates from

)

Jatiya Sangsad constituencies

party’'s Kakrall office in the city

and those would be supplied to

V' sign

BNF chairperson and
former prime minister Begum
Khaleda Zia cast her vote at
the Cantonment Col-
lege centre in the city yester
day, reports [UNB

After coming out of the
polling booth. Begum Zia
showed V' sign to waiting
journalists from home and
abroad. "BNP will win the
election if the voung is free
and fair We will win Inshaal
lah.” she said.

Begum Zia, who was a«

companied by her daughter-in
law sald the number of polling
bonths for women was inade
quate. She saixd BNFP had asked

\ Sce Page 12 Col 2
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By Staff Correspondent

adesh Nationalist Party

the poling booths. casting
false voles, occupying polling
stations and unleashing lerror
isin al the voting centres and
driving the voters out of the
centres with the help of the
local administration. He also
alieged that the administralion
and the poliing officials were
postponing voting illegally. in
timidating and influencing the
volers 1o vole lor AL candi
dates

Anwar Zahid andd Mahbubul
Alam Tara. two other miemnbers
of the BNP Election Coordinga
ton Commitier also spoke on
Lhe occasion o presence ol
e committes chiirl A M Za
P owidin Ahmed
Nurul Huda BNFE nominee

Chandpur 2, who joined
the press conderence later, al
leged that the AL contestant in
his constituency Mofazzal Hos
sam Chowdhury Mava with the

bor

help of the TNO and the (C of
Matlab thana syufied all ballot
boxes of seven oul of nine

undons on Tuesday night dhile
voling in two other undons was
held yesterday In those seven
unions. he added, miock gled

bon was held yesterday while
the voters were driven oul
from the polling stations

He alleged that the AL can

didate marndpulated the results
which was announced by the
Presiding Officer showing his

I viclory by 11 am and his sup-

porters brought out a viclory

| procession soon alter

Huda f[urther alleged that
recenily managed the

his choice to win the
gging. 'l com
plained with the Chief Election
Commissioner about the the
matter reeently but no action

| was taken "

The BNP nominee also ac-

| cused the AL candidate of un

See Page 12 col B
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AL-BNP relation

By Mahfuz Anam

By the time readers will be
going through this piece we
will be within hours of know
ing who got how many seats i
the next parliament. and who
will. efther alone or with an
ally. lorm the next govern
ment. Normally that should the
most important question be
fore us? But given the recent
political history of Bangladesh.
the main gquestion is NOT wheo,
or wha! combination of politi
cal forces, will form the next
government, but how will the
political parties - the winners
and the non-winners - behave
with one another? Will they
co-operate and sit inside the

parliamemnt and give the nation
a stable democracy? Or will cry
foul clatimm that the voting was

rigged. point accusing fingers
at one another and refuse to
accept the verdict of the peo
ple. brigging us all back to
square dne”

Without waiting for the final
results we can safely say that it
will be either the BNP or the
AL that will get majority seats

in the parliament with the
other following close behind,
and that it will be either

Khaleda Zia or Sheikh Hasina
who will form our next gov-
ermment. So the queistion that
See Page 12 (ol 4

Around polling centres

Great enthusiasm
in the city

By Staff Correspondent

Ainidst great enthusiasm
voters In the elght constituen
cies in the city participated in
the elections for the seventh
Jatiya Sangsad vesterday The
turnout appeared guite high.

Most of the shops in the
busy market places remained
cloesed. Many of the -city
dwellers were seen chatting in
groups on the roads and pave-
ments near the polling sta-
tions

There was thin movement
ol motorised vehicles because

of the restriction im by
the Dhaka Metropolitan Police

(DMF] on the movement of
certain categories ol trans-
pur‘l.-!..

See Pape 12 Col |

| never saw such

peaceful polls’
Star Report

Hasena, in her 708, who

was walking down the muddy

village road with a bambos)
stick’ in her hand as a walkin g
ald, gave a pleasant smile when
asked about the way polling
was held yesterday

Never in my life | saw suh
a peaceful aunosphere at a v

ing centre.” said Hasena of vil
lage Giaspur. Kapasia, in
Gazipur district. when ap

proached by a Daily Star teian
of newsmen

Voters enthusiasm was (vi
dent from elderly
taking the pain of walking all
the way to and from tLhe

Follini centre. about one km
rom her house. to cast her

See Page 12 Col |
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Unofficial results

By Sta ff Correspondent

According to unofficial re-
sults declared by the Elec:tion
Commission till 4:30 am ‘oday,
Awami League won in 87 par-
liamentary constituences fol-

lowed by the Banjfladesh
Nationalist Party with /5 seats,
Jatiya Party 18 and Jamaat-e-
Islami 0] seat., Besides,
Islamic Oikya Jote gpt 01 seat
and an independent candidate
won m 0l constituericy.

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina has ! seen unoffi-
cially declared ele:cted mem-
ber of the Jatiya Sangsad from
Gopalganij-3.

She Hasina . who was the
lirst candidate t'5 be declared
elected unofficially, has se-
cured 102689 \rotes, agencies
quoting Electic.n Commission
said last night.

The secon¢l person to be
declared elect ed unofficially is
Barrister Nazi nul Huda of BNP
from Irom Dhaka-1 con-
stituency. PBarrister Huda

olled 38,172 votes. He was
ollowed by 'Md Hashem Ali of
Awami Lea gue with 20,005
Barrister Ziaur Rahman
Khan of BMP has been unoffi-

cially declared elected from
Dhaka-13 (Dhamrai) seat. He
secured 76,427 votes against
45,143 bagged by his nearest
rival, Khan Mohammad Igbal of

AL

Abdur Rouf Chowdhury of
Awami League has been unoffi-
cially declared elected from
Dinajpur-1 (Birganj-Khaharol)
constituency, securing 60,644
votes. His nearest rival, Syed
Ahmed Reza Hossain of BNP
got 32,435 votes.
. Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
of BNP has been unofficially
declared elected from Khulna-
2 (Sonadanga-Metro) con-
stituency, securing 56,295
votes. His nearest rival,
Manzrul Imam of Awami
League got 54 731.

arrister Jamiruddin Sircar
of BNP has been unofficially
declared elected from Pancha-
gar-1 (Tetulia-Sadar-Atwari)
constituency. He bagged
27.414 votes against 47 889
secured by his nearest rival.
Nurul Islam of Awami League.

Another BNP candidate,
Mozahar Mossain has been

unofficially declared elected
See Page 12 Col 4

'BNP captl_ﬁ;d centres

to rig polls: AL

Awarni league yesterday al-
leged thiat it has receiv re-
ports of polls rigging and other
malprac:tices by armed BNP
men iricluding their candi-
dates ir) various constituencies
of the c.ountry. reports BSS.

Spe aking at the regular
press briefing here lastnight at
the party's Dhanmondi office.
Co-chairman of the Awami
Leagu e central Election Steer-
ing Committee S A M S Kibria,
said ''hat they were yet to re-
ceive the full picture of the ex-
ten). pf vote rigging by BNP and
it wias too early to make any
cornment on the overall elec-
tion situation.

Referring to allegations re-
cel ved from across the coun-
try/. Kibria said that in Ja-
m alpur 4 Constituency BNP
nominee and former minister
a's well as BNP Secretary Gen-
¢ fal Barrister Abdus Salam

Talukdar forced out the Awami

| League agents from Ahmedpur
High School and Saturia
Reazuddin Talukdar college
centres.

In connivance of the per-
sonnel on election duty in the
centres, Talukdar sta the
ballot boxes at his own choice
Kibria alleged and said, "We
have lodged written com-
plaints with the Election
Commission and waiting to
know what action the Commis-
sion has taken or would take.”

“In Chandanaish and Satka-
nia Constituencies of Chit-
tagong BNP candidate and
former minister Col (retd) Ol
ﬁhw 27 centres by
his cadres and resorted
to massive rigging. He also ob-
structed the minority voters to
lurn up in the centres.
Kibria further a and said
that they had ailso the
incident to the Election Com-
mission.

In Sylhet-6 Constituenc

BNFP men rigged votes in Mol-
larhat, Nidhanpur and Golap-

ganj centres. In Hobiganj-1
onsttuency massive vote rig-
ging took place under the di-
rect initiative of presiding offi-
cer Serajul Islam. In Faridpur-
2 Constituency, BNP candidate
K M Obaidur Rahman with the
help of his armed partymen
rigged the polls heavily in Na-

Kibria referring to polls
rigging by BNP men in a num-
ber of polling centres in the
capital city.

He said that in Dhaka-9
Constituency BNP nominee
and former ininister Mir
Shawkat Ali encouraged his
Rarty musclemen to threaten

wami League polling agents at
the Cambﬂdgem&[ﬂgmlgﬁ:cmre
and rig polls there.

Kibria said that Mirza
Khokan, younger brother of

Sée Page 12 Col 4

At least five persons were
killed and over 150 injured In
incidents of violence in differ
ent parts of the country during
yesterday's general election

Of those killed. two includ.
ing a woman were in Swandip
and one in Boalkhali in Chit
tagong district., one in Teknaf
ard one in Moulvibazar

Polling was suspended in
|08 centres due to violence
and mregularities, according to
reports from our correspon
dents Official figures available
Wl 12 30 last night however
saidl polling was postponed in
100 centres Those included
28 centres in ( hittagong dis
triet and 45 in Comilla district

At least 70 people were in

5 killed,

By Staff Cﬂrmpoqdent

jured in clashes in Narayan-
gan|, followed by 35 im Chit-
tagong and nurrnundtn% dis-

tricts. 20 in Svylhet, 10 in
Chandpur. 9 in Sira j. 6 In
Fandpur. and 5 each in Sher

pur and Jhenidah accerding

to reports from our Ccorre-
spondents and news agencies

A polling agent of Awami
League Ismail Hossain Bahar

was shot dead by a group ol
gunmen inside usapur
polling centre in Sandwip at
9 am.
Another elderly woman
Renu Bala Dash, 55, wounded

in the same incident. died on
way to the Chiltagong Medical

College Hospital.
Nasiruddin. 24, r edly
a BNP activist was shot dead

during a clash at Mosjidbari
cenire in Kharandip under

Boalkhali thana at about 3 pm.
Six other persons were also
buliet hit outside the polling
centre during the clash. :
Haji Badrul Mia, 70. died
and five other posons were in-
ured during a post-polis clash
tween AL and BNP activists

at Shahpurir Dwip in Teknal

thana at 7 pm
In Chittagong city, two per-

sons were bullet hit durl A
clash between activists of BNP
and AL at Lalkhan Bazar, police
saud

Our correspondent reports

150 hurt in polls violence

from Cox's Bazar: M least 10
people were injured when
uulp ers of and Jamaai
e-Ilslami clashed near Ku-
rushkul Undon Parishad centre
Voting at the centre was
stopped for some time

Sythet

An AL activist was stabbed
la death and at least 20 others
were injured in violences in
difierent constituencies of the
district

Mantk Mia, 46, reportedly
an AL activist was stabbed to

death outside a polling centre
at Munshibazar in nagar
thana ol Moulvibazar district

during polling. He was rushed
See Page 12 gol 7
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in long queue
to cast vote

President of Bangladesh
Awami League Sheikh Hasina
casl her vole yesterday mom-
ing at Dhaka City College cen
tre in the Dhanmondi residen
tial area, reports BSS.

Amid rhythmic clickings of
cameras and [ash lights of a
huge number of print and
electronic mediamen, Sheikh
Hasina dropped her ballot pa
per into the ballot box at a le
male booth of the centre.

On her arrival at the centre
she was crowded by people,
security personnel and enthu
siastic voters. Cheerful and
conflident Hasina. attired in
milky-white dreas, stoed iIn

the lo uewe of the female
!ﬂq Page 12 Col 3

ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTIC INO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAY 'SIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

CEC expresses

satisfaction
By Staff Correspondent

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena
yesterday expressed his deep
satisfaction over ho of the

| election in a peaceful situation

throughout the country.
"The election was totally

free, fair and peaceful”, the

CEC said while talking to some

journalists at his office at 4:30

prl.
Asked about the turn out of
voters he said, "I will not be
surprised if the voters' turn
out crosses 70 per cent”.

“The election generated
tremendous enthusiasm amo
the people and a festive m

was observed e ere." the
. CEC said after visiting some
polling centres in different

arts of the country including
haka city. He flew to some
polling centres in a helicopter,
"Everywhere | saw large
number of people including
women queuing for casting

See Page 12 Col 5

Voting process
Impresses
C’wealth team

There were serious distur-
bances and some shortcom-
ings. but these did not materi-
ally affect the voting process in
Bangladesh, said the Common-
wealth Observer Group about
the pgeneral election held
yesterday, reports UUNB.

In a statement last night,
chairman of the group Dr
Moh'd Ghazali Shafie said:
“The calm and patience shown
by voters in often over-
crowded voting centers was a
credit to their commitment
and overall we believe that the
election will provide a true re-
flection of the popular will.”

It said, the voters them-
selves were ‘evidently highly
motivated’ as witnessed the
high turnout, particularly of
WOINEn volers.

Dr Shafie further observed
that the security forc=s on the
whole played a positive role in

rt of the civil authorities.

¢ observer group. duri
their visit to various parts
the country, witnessed high
turnout particularly of women
voters and their sat-
isfaction on 2 con-
stitutional and legal arrange-
ments that were tnimt in place
to ensure a neu administra-
tion and a credible election.”

“The establishment of the
Caretaker Government created
an atmosphere — noticeable to
us all — that %aw.- a new re-
spect to the political process,”
the statement said.

Election was
peaceful, says
Japanese team

The leader of a nine-mein-
ber Japanese team of Election
observers. Shin Sakurai MP,
described polling in yes!|er-
day's parliamentary elections
2 alctfur- said tha

king to BSS he t
he anh-ecFin the city yest erday
and went round some cA the
constituencies in the c.apital
and found the polling, ‘very
peaceful.’

He said that the resit of the
members of his delegaliion had

" been to Comilla ancl found the

cofgduct of the polling there
p&r_fu] too.

Sakural said, “We were very
much impressed by the inter-
est shown by the, lplu: of
Bangladesh particularly the
women, who turned up
tnrﬁ: numbers to vote:."

e said in the c.apital. he
saw some of the polling cen-
tres in Dhanmandi. Gulshan
and Mirpur.

Election held in
free, fair
manner, s:ays JP

Jatiya Party yest erday hailed
the huge turn ovit of voters
across the count “"despite
some incidents cif ir ari-
ties reported irom different
areas’, reports BS!3.

"We congratula te the people
for the huge turn out and ap-

reciate the eflorts of the

lection Commis sion in hold-
ing the elections in a free, fair
and neutral manaer,” JP elec-
tion steering committee
chairman Sayeed Tarek teold
reporters at a |press briefing
here.

He. however, alleged that
the JP workers were subject to
terrorism and. violence re-
sorted by both |13NP and Awami
League activist:s at several con-
stituencies.

"But in alnw st all the cases,
the consclous as well as
the law enforcing agencies
were ahle to resist the terror-
ists and enm:r;d undisrupted

ling.” he s hid.

POIT‘::E!:k sairl the trend of poll
results as 1'eported since the
evening ind icate that the peo-
ple have an nounced their ver-
dict againsit the misrule and
repression of BNP.

Tarek '‘mas critical of the
authorii ies, and that the
rnrly chairman was not al-
owed ti» cast his vote b

"Althon agh
different n hat Er
shad wo uld cast his vote by

tal ba llot, in fact the jail au -
horities;, did not send th.e
postal vote to the election
commis sion.” he said,

in

it was



