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No scope for rigging
poll's, says Prof Yunus

By Staff Correspondent

Adviser 1or Education,
Science and 1echnology Prof
Mohammad Yunus yesterday
said that the caretaker gov-
ernment left no scope for any-
one to rig the elections.

Addressing a press confer-
o nce. Prof Yunus expressed his
fu Il confidence in being able to
cor, duct a free. fair and festive
dﬂltim and dimuﬂl all ru-

mrﬁ‘- l.tl:lut Il.n}" pﬂﬁﬂhll:lty of

nq{,‘ by any quarter.
e

,‘urther expressed his
confiden €€

in ensuring a

F,““ful 1. 2w and order situa-
ion.

A lﬂ'...l. "'lf 42.[}2? IE

have been a Tested since the

police launch'ed the illegal
arms recovery ¢ five and 1.402

have been arresy ©d under the
Arms Act.

"We assure you L '1:31'. all ways
to rig the elect. 00s are
closed,” he said. Resp, 'nding to

a question, he added: | don't
know how the armed ,forces
can be used by anybody i © Fi&
the polls.”
lection Commission Se 'C-
retary M Faizur Razzak, Fore -
ign Secretary Farugque Sobhan,
abinet Secretary Aiyubur
Rahman. Information Sec-
retary Kazi Rakibuddin and
Additional Secretary of the
Home Ministry Faizur Rahman
also ke at the conference.

Cabinet Secretary Aiyubur
Rahman said, " ng is done
when an election is not fully
contested. But this election is
fully contested. voters are
aware and the payties are on
their guard. Therefore, there's
small chance of any rigging."

He further said that if elec-
tion in any centre was inter-
rupted, the polling officers
were instructed to stop polling
in that centre.

Secretary of the Election
Commission M Faizur Razzak
pointed out that among the
steps to ensure a free and fair
election, the EC had given ex-
tensive training to the polling
officers to make them aware of
_sheir responsibjlities arid they

were given manuals on rules
and regulations.

“The political parties have
been encouraged to send as
much as five ing agents to
each of the centres and
the agents have been
[ - to witness count-
ing of votes.” Razzak said.

Prof Yunus further pointed
out that the government had
tremendous support from dif-
ferent organisations including
NGOs to guard the centres.

the press of a sat-
isfactory law and order situa-
ulql:m. D;' Yunus said, "We think
the police have done a very
laudable job in the illegal arms
recovery drive.”

He added: "The issue is not
the presence of arms but
whether people are free to use
arms. We have by and large
closed all paths for the Lerror-
ists to terrorise.”

From the past experience,
the police ;‘iu;nd lhntpfhe ter-
rorists usu use speedy vehi-
cles like motorbikes c'Tr mi-
crobus, pickups and jeep for
raiding the polling centres.
Prof Yunus said that although it
would be inconvenient for

s e citizens, the authorities
ha\™ restricted the use of
thes.* Vehicles on the election

" " The caretaker government
also had contingency plan to
face post e 'ection violence if
there would 1 ¢ any. Prof Yurius
said.

Dr Yunus .3ppealed to the
news media to .EEJJ their eyes
and ears open a nd report ob-
jectively on the election In
order to make it siu:'ccessful.

“You can help u's a lot in
creating an enwviTonment
where rival candidate's would
be hugging each oth'er,” he
said. "If we have a good elec-
tion tpmorrow. we will have
peace in the country.”

Dr Yunus expressed .Mis
hope that the people wouldd
vote for a strong pariiament.

npt a weak one.

ed =%
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What 2 leaders said

From Page 1

cluded governance through
national consensus and proper
planning invnlvmﬁ all con-
cerned, resisting all conspira-
cies aimed at foiling the hold-
ing of a fair election, bringing
administrative services to -
Fic's doorsteps and working
or the repatriation of the
stranded Pakistanis willing to
go back.

While they caatigatcd each
other for misdeeds during
their respective tenure in
power, neither of them admit-
ted the past failures of their
parties while in power.

Sheikh Hasina, however,
tendered an apology for any
failure during the AL rule in
the post-independence era
although she did not specify
the actions for which she

ed apology.

owhere in her election
campaign, um Zia admitted
any rm‘:ht,eik:a herself or her
pa ile in power.

l:gm BNP chief's canvassing
on the

year rule
repeated the

concentrated mainl
AlL's three-and-a-h
from '72-75 and
old charges against the :
In addition, ;ﬁ: rclterate%a?l'i
allegations she often made
during her last five-year rule.
She repeatedly warned the
people of the 'bad consequ-
ences’ if AL won this polls.

7493 policemen
deployed in city

Star Report

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) has made exten-
sive E})reparatiuna and deployed
7493 policemen in the city ar-
eas to maintain law and order
during the polling today, ac-
cording to police sources.

Besides, the DMP has im-
posed a ban for 36 hours effec-
tive from 6 pm yesterday on
the movements of motor cy-
cles. autorickshaws, jeeps and
pick-ups in the city areas. said
a press release,

This, however, would not be

implied for contesting candi-

dates in the polls, and their

election agents, local and for-
eign observers and journalists,
faw

those involved in emergency

services (ambulance, fire ser-
and water

vice, electric,

su . besides T&T and Bi-
, the release added.

Meanwhile,

on main

the Bangladesh Television

Radio Bangladesh and Dhaka

University.

officials, members of
enforcing agencies, and -

will be
at the 907

guard
pdﬂ:ﬁ;mm in the city, dis-
tribu centres of election

materials, 1 ﬂ:rtmt govern-
ment inn.nl?; ons includ

The AL chief also high-
lighted the 'failures, misdeels
and corrupt practices' of the
Khaleda government and a.:-
cused the BNP of hatching irt-

ues against a free and fair
election.

In her bid to discredit the
BNP, Hasina charged BNF for
attempting to make the care-
taker government weak and
ri|g the election with the help
of the President. She also
blamed the President for mis-
uslnipnw:r to help the BNP
win the polls thmuF rlﬁgmg

The AL leader also charged
Begum Zia., her relations and
partymen of corruption and
plundering of national wealth.
She accused BNP government
for killing voters and farmers,
selling out country's interests
by signing accord with India,
failing to get due share of
Ganges waters and giving
forced retirement to govern-
ment servants.

Begum Zia accused the AL
of obstructing development
and ruining econom thmuﬁh
hartals and blockades in the

ast two vyears, creating
amine, repressing the people
through different forces and
snatching p-enlple's basic rights
during its rule, attempting to
capture state power illegall
and handing over Banglades
to another country by signing
the 25-year accord with India.

Foreign observers
meet Khaleda

Three foreign teams of
election observers, who are
gcﬁc tnlmnnitur Bangladesh's

i rliament 8, sepa-
mtell;aca]led uﬂn%:r PriEn:
Minister and BNP Chairperson
dBegum Khalcga Zia at her resi-

ence yesterday morning, re-
ports JNB. 4 o
Party sources said they dis-
cussed with the BNP chairper-
son various aspects of holding
the election in a free, fair and
peaceful atmosphere.

During the meeti with
the delegations, Begum laid
emphasis on holding a free,

fair and impartial election to
consolidate democracy and the
constitutional process.

A three-member delegation
of the Washington-based
National Democratic Institute
for International Affairs [(NDI)
which met with um Zia was
led by Stephen J Solarz. The
other members were: former
foreign minister of Australia
Andrew Peacock, Eric Bjoro-
lund and Tom Metia.

Another three-member de-

mum of the Commonwealth
by former

Group, led
forei minister of Malaysia
Tan Sri Mohd Gazali Shafie,
also called on the BNP chair-

person.

|
|

Cast votes

peacefully:
Khaleda

BNF chairperson and for-
mer prime minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday greeted
the countrymen on t]!':c eve of
seventh Jatiya Sangsad elec-
tion and emphasi the need
for holding a free, fair, peace-
ful and impartial election. re-
ports BSS.

Exchanging views with a
group of newsmen, Begum Zia
said the entire nation is poised
for today's polls in a peaceful
atmosphere despite the fact
that in some places impartial-
ity is not being obse .

She hoped that even if
there is inclement weather or
heavy downpour today. the
peace and democracy-loving
crores of voters would cast
their voles In a festive mu s
she has witnessed a growing
an unprecedented interest
among the people across the
country during her election
eering. which ended Monday.

Begum Zia, who looked
confident, said the nation is
poised to march forward along
the superhighway ol develop
ment to face the challenges of
the 21st century to build a ter
rorism-free, poverty-free, illit
eracy-free and chain-free
modern

She said crores ;uf farmers. |

workers, women, teachers.
employees, entrepreneurs,
youths and elders are now
ready to translate their dreain
into a reality.

She called upon all to cas!
their votes peacefully today
and reiterated her party's l’ui]
support and cooperation to the
non-party caretaker govern-
ment and the Election Com-
mission in holding a free. fair.

peacelul and impartial elec-
tion.

EC to allow one
representative
from each party
to observe results

The Election Commission
has taken steps to broadcast
the unofficial results of the
parliamentary election over
radio and television directly. a
press release of the EC said
here yesterday. reports BSS.

One representative from
each of the political party par-
ticipating in the election will
be given permiission to observe
the election results at the
Election Cominission.

Interested political parties
have been asked to collect the
passes with the recommenda-
tion letters of the President
and General Secretary of their
"espective political parties by
Z' pm today.

All concerned have been
re quested to contact tele-
phione numbers: 822021 and
822'025.

V'erdict today

\“rom Page 1

. servers and diplomats attached

with foreign missions in
Banglade'sh will observe today's

lls. The: monitors have come
rom the SAARC countries,

Cambodia Canada,
Commonw.:=a lth nations,
European Linion states,
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. of USA, Japar,

South Africa.
Thailand and some other
countries. Ninety'-nine diplo-
mats of High Conunissions and
Embassies of difierent coun-
tries will
polls.

Nearly 36,000 local ob-
servers representing NGOs
and institutions wouwid also
monitor the polls. The iargest
among them is the air
Election Monitoring Alii.ance
(FEMA).

About 100 foreign jourruil-
ists have already arrived in
Bangladesh to cover the pollis

also pwwmitor the

for the international electronic

rint media.

€ tirst general elections
under a caretaker government
was held on February 27,
1991, Chief Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed headed
that caretaker government
formed following the ouster of
the then autocratic regime of
H M Ershad through a pro-
longed mass movement.

The present elections have
generated considerable enthu-
siasm among the people as it is
being participated by all the
major political parties and a
large number of candidates. All

tical es, big and small,
are attributing much signifi-
cance to the polls as it comes
following a two-year agitation
B}:earhe&dcd the then oppo-
sition parties lor holding elec-
tions under a non-party care
taker administration. ’l‘lze two-
year agitation was marked by a
rec number of work stop-
[Jages and hartals that turned
nto a ceaseless non-coopera-
tion movement. Several lives
were lost during the move-
ment.,

The electronic media will
announce the election results

dir from the ses of
e premises o

as they

different district headquarters.
The CEC yesterday expressed
the hope that it will be possi-
ble to announce the prelimi-
nary results by tomorrow
(Thursday) afternocon.

and

e
AR

e e

A lane in the city colourfully decorated with election
posters, a day before the JS polls.

......
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| made a fervent call to

One killed, 69 hurt in

pre-poll incidents

From Our Correspondent

One person was killed in

bomb explosion in Barisal
while at least 69 others were
injured in polls related inci

dents in Chittagong, Pabna and
>irajganj on Monday and yes-
lerday

Our Staff Correspondent
Irom Barisal adds: A student of
Barisal B M Untversity College
was killed in a bomb explosion
in the town last Monday night

Police said some youths
were making handbombs at
about 1-30 pm Monday night
in the house of one Hashem
FPeshker ol Gorsthan Road.

As a bomb went off, ul
Islam Bahar, 25, a student of M
A class of B M College and
Nurul Islam Nuru. 24, were
critically injured. They were
rushed to the Barisal Sher-s-

Bangla Medical College
Hospital where Bahar suc-
cum to his injuries at about

3-50 pm.

Critically injured Nuru was
fighting for life at the hospital.

Our 5taff Correspondent
from Chittagong adds: At least
10 people were injured. of
them six in bomb blasts and
the rest in the incidents of vio-
lence in the port city and its
surrounding areas yesterday,
police and hospital sources
said.

Police said four persons
were seriously injured in a
bomb explosion at Sufia Bazar
area under Mirersharai thana,
30 miles off the city, at about 2

e

Ballot box being to &
vity polling centre.

m. They were identified as

urul Alam (28). Didarul Alam
(21), Md Yunus (25) and
Efazur Rahman (20)

Police sald the explosion
occurred while they were
making bombs Inside a house

In a similar Incident al
Bibirhat area under Panchlaish
thana at 12-30 pm yesterday
two others Injured while mak
ing bombs, police said

Four other persons received
injuries during two clashes
yesterday afternoon belween
the supporters of Awami
League and BNP at Chandgao
and Bakalia area, police and lo

cal ple said
£nt of the injured was

identified as BNFP activist Md
Igbal. They were also admitted
into Chittagong Medical
College Hospital

On Monday night 30 more
people were injured 1n spo-
radic incidents ol violence in
the city and its surrounding
areas, ice said.

Of them. seven were hit by
bullet during a clash between
the supporters of Awami
League and BNP at Fatikchhari,
Police said.

Rival party activists also
clashed at Pahartoli. Malipara.
Halishahar, Nathpara Hindu
temple, Pahartoli Punjabi Lane.
Hathazari. Burishchhar and
Banskhali. according to police

Our Pabna Correspondent
adds; Al least 15 workers ol
BNP and Awami League were
injured 1n a clash in a village
under Sujanagar thana yester
day.

BNP worker Molazzal
Hossain (40)] and Awami
League worker Batu (29) were
admitted to Pabna General
Hospital with severe injuries.
Their condition was stated to
be critical.

In Sirajganj. 13 people
were injured when the sup-

rters of Awami League al-
egedly attacked a BNP elec-
lion procession in Raiganj-
Tarash constituency on
Monday.

One of the injured. Sujan
was admitted to Sirajganj
General Hospital.

Observers meet
Hasina

Several election observation
teams, now in Bangladesh to
observe today's elections. yes-
terday called on Awami Laajfue
President Sheikh Hasina at her
residence here, a party piess
release said last night, reports
BSS.

The teams are : NDI obseir-
vation team led by Stephen Sio-
larz, Commonwealth observer
team led by Dr Muhammzid
Gazzali Shafi, non-governme 1t
observers' team of SAARC led
by former Indian diplomat
Muchkund Dubey, representa-
tive of European Union elec-
tion observers' team and Bri-
tish parliamentarian Peter

Shore and Sri Lankan nationa,l
professor B B Pillal.

-

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina has conveyed her
‘salam’ to the countrymen and
sought their blessings for serv-
ing the nation.

On the eve of today's par-
liamentary polls. the AL presi-
dent, in an appeal last night,
people
of the country that “casti
votes is your basic right and be
conscious while exercising the
right to franchise.”

She reminded the coun-
trymen that after a | strug-
gle and sacrifices they had re-

tained their rights to franchise
and an election under a neutral
caretaker government

In her appeal Sheikh Hasina
said “The Iuture of the nation.

| economic development, [ree-

ing the country from the
clutches of terrorism and
poverty and consolidation of
democracy — all depends on
your valuable votes -

She urged all leaders. wor

| kers, candidates and polling

agents of Awaml| League to
keep vigil In their respective
arcas after offering Fazr
prayers in the morming today.
Sheikh Hasina asked her
partymen to take the help of

' Ilruplr in resisting any attempt

or rigging.

She also Iinstructed them
not to leave polling centres till
vote counting ends and till re
:riﬂnﬁ a certified copy of re-
sult sheets signed by the pre
siding officers

Dhaka elected
ILO governing
body member

GENEVA, June || Bangla

. desh has been elecited as a

A e S

member ol the ILO governing
body yesterday at the current
83rd session ol the interna

tional labour conference here,
reports BSS.

Bangladesh was elected
unopposed as a titular member
of the ILO governing body for
the term 1996-1999 from the
Asia-Pacific region.

The session also elected
'saudi Arabia, the Republic of
|€orea and Thailand as titular
imembers and Indonesia. Iran.
Jordan, Malaysia. Mongolia,.
|Pakistan, the Philippines and

 ‘3yria as deputy members of

the governing body for the
same period.

Police SI hurt

in bomb blast
By Staff Correspondent

A Sub-Inspector of the
Detective Branch (DB) was in-
jured when a bomb exploded
in his hand while raiding a res-
idential hall of Alia Madrasha
inn. Bakshibazar area under
Lalbagh thana in the old part of
the city last night.

The injured SI, Babul
Akhter, was immediately taken
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) with injuries
in both of his hands, hospital
sources said. He was later
shifted to the Police Hospital.

The incident occurred
when police were raiding the
residential hall at around 9
pm. Police recovered one
st=ngun, one dagger and a lar-
ge number of mbs, police
said.

Over 100 polling

centres changed

Star Report

Over a hundred notified
polling centres for today's
jieneral elections have been
changed in the last few days,
ewccording to official sources.

Election Commissioner
Justice Mushtaque Ahmed told
The Daily Star that "some of
the centres were changed fol-
lowing requests from the local
people and some others were
changed on grounds of 'Act of
God,” he added.

The Election Commissi-
oner, however, could not give
the exact number of centres

| changed so far,

— Star photo
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peace

NEW [)E i.Hl. June 11: The
vote on i1 w onfidence motion
moved tod: v by Indian Prime
Minister Hl ) Deve Gowda will
take pliaice tomorrow (Wed-
nesday). th «: speaker of the
lower gou!t of t said.
accordinyg? tc + the Press Trust of
India, repxor tis Reuter

Gowda .- wared victory when
proceeding [# in parliament
were adjou Mmied in the evening
after bﬂn? ¢ lominated by alle-

ations corruption against
't I me inister PV
Roa's Congress

ormer
Narasim a2

Pan.ly

he (¢ migress party has
promised t o give Deve Gowda's
minority United Front
Governrne' 1t the backing it
needs to 1 suarvive the vote of
confideryce tomorrow

Proceed WNgs in parliament
will star t at 11 am (0530
GMT). the * speaker said.

AFP a dds: HD Deve Gowda
today vo wed to complete his
five year tenure as the head of
a centre .left government, say-
ing the * world's largest democ-
racy ha d entered an era of
C itlon .

Lieve Gowda. 63, toid gu
liament at the start of a debate
on a vo le ol confidence his mi-
nori'y government believed
the 1mya ndate of the April-May
geneiri 0 elections was not for
any sis w'le party

*“T h e rnandate is for a coali-
tion j#overnment and this gov-

BN sets up polls

manitoring cell

Barg )i wlesh Nationalist Party
has set 11p a central election
monitor irig’ cell at 81, Kakrail
for the , s»enth parliamentary
E()”ﬂ. a | narty press release said

ere yes te:rday, reports BSS.

The ¢ entral monitoring cell
has alri= acly started functioning
and it will work rm’ the

clock.
F<rshad

From Page |

Ersha d liad applied for his
postal b allot from the EC
through t he jail authority, said
his lawye: - Yusuf Hossain Hu-
mayun las t night.

Humezaiyun said that the
postal bzl lot of Ershad would
be sent to the Rangpur Sadar
constituen 12y for counting.
Rangpur s adar is one of the
five constit uencies from where
the JP chaiirmian is contesting

the polls.
V VIPs

Fitn Page 1
Prof Ghulail 1 f\zam will vote at
the Vigaru sa Noon School
centre at 8 .a m1.

The chiefis of three services
will cast thexd r ballots at differ-
ent polling: «entres at the
Dhaka Cantor unent.

Acting chas rman of Jatiya
Party Mizanur 1Rahman Chowd-
hury may not 1 able to exer-
cise his righ' 1:0» franchise as

he is a voter frcm1 Chandpur. A
party press rel ease said he is
suffering froin viral fever.

169 ot iservers

Fron 1 Page 1

The 14 pgiroups include
Commonwealtl 1 courntries, the
European Unic dn, Non-govern-
mental South . Asian Observers
group and mul tilateral delega-
tions and US.%?y and 10 other
countries.

These gro ups comprise
representative: 3 from Cambo-
dia, Canada, J z \pan, Iran, Thai-
land, Norway, 'Nepal, Sri Lanka
and Pakistan.

Some 40 1members of the
Non-governme n tal South Asian
Observers Grni>'up from India,
Pakistan, Nep#y | and Sri Lanka
have already ajn ived.

There are 4:1 representa-
tives from thie multinational
delegations. -

e Foreigri Ministry has
provided identity cards to 99
envoys of different embassies
and high comrnissions so far.

Voters expect
Fromi Fﬂ‘f 1
view. Sattar, ¢: voter in Ram-

pura area, fesured that if the
people’s verdic:l went against

any party,” there would be
post - law and erder situa-
tion.

A female jovirnalist teld the

CO dents at Kakrail that
she the « ‘lections would
be held by and L arge peacefully.

But she did not rule out the
poﬂhlllty of vic dence in some
trouble spots’ in the city.

Abdul Mannivn, a voter in
Mirpur area whe) runs a spec-
tac repairing shop on the
pavement at the: New Market
said, "Only k mows whether
the polls will b peaceful or
not.”

L

mNepal

KAT HWMANDU, June 11: More than 12 human
s«w"iety activists were arrested here
protesis | against China's latest nuclear test on June
tried o mwove towards the Chinese embassy to
letter. w1 tnesses said, reports AFP.

ernment is going to survive for
five years.” the new prime
minister said during a 40-
nm:tlfd-pench.

5 we are going to prove
that.,” he added.

Deve Gowda, who was
sworn in as India's 11th
premier June 1 after a -
ernment of Hindu na
resigned after just 13 in
office, pre the opposition
to ¢ ate with his United|
Front ment.

75 more arms
recovered

a Police I:Il:.'u'v:rtd 75 illegal
rearms and a quan of
ammunition frl::ﬁ dlffttignt
s of the country in last 24
rs till 8 am yesterday. The
recovered arms and ammuni-
tion were one rifle, two sawed
ofl rifles, three revolvers. one
pistols. 39 pipe guns, one sin-
-barrel gun, 28 LGs. 123
ullets and 129 bombs. said a
PID handout. During the pe-
riod, police also arrested six
people on charge of
unauthorised firearms and
filed seven cases against them
under the Arms and Explosive

CA : Franchaise

From Page |
might compel the Election
Commission to issue directives
of re-election.

"Nobody will get away by in-
du'lfin in violence." he said
and relerred to a decision al-
ready announced by the Elec-
tion Commission to hold re-
election more than once, if
necessary, in case polling at
any cenire was foiled.

The Chief Adviser said in-
ternational and regional ob-
servers have come for on-the-
spot observation of the
and conduct of election in the
country.

‘The democracy-loving
people of the world are look-
ing forward to the trial and
experimentation made by
Bangladesh for holding a na-
tional election throu non-
party caretaker government
under a constitutional dispen-
sation.”

He said "] hope, the ple
of the country will not disap-

!Fuinl our fraternal observers.
hey will return home with
good news of a desired fair
election and victory for
democracy”.

Habibur Rahman
firm faith that this year's elec-
tion would set such a brilliant
example of restraint, tolerance
and generosity for the younger
generation that it would be a
"matter of pride in our national
history.”

The chief adviser thanked
the country’'s newspapers play-
ing an admirable role at the
critical juncture of national
life.

He hoped newsmen would
rise above all partisan feelings
and create a congenial atmo-
sphere through their reports,
writings and interpretations.

"A peaceful atmosphere is
now absolutely essential for so-
cial. political and economic
reconstruction of the country,”
he said.

CEC : Results

From Page 1
be some, but the EC is to
deal with it instantly. e

moment we are informed of
any irregularity at any polling
centre we will decide to stop
polling there,” the CEC said.

The CEC, rcsgondmg to a

uestion, said he ex ted
that every party shoul pirect
the gain or accept the loss
with a patient and liberal atti-
tude.

The CEC last night sought
unstinted co- ation of the
people for hulﬂlng the today's
much-awal}ed c::dl} election

acefully, airly.
Imlﬂ a“}f addr:su over radio
and television he said all of us

will have to play our respective
role for transformation from

the crucial period we are now
passing through.

Describing this election as
significant in the history of the
nation Hena f!l#lﬂ it stood .r:’l
the symbol of the hopes
aspirations of the le for
kee intact the continuity
of much-desired demeocratic
process. It was now clear that
democratic system of adminis-
tration could not survive with-
out peaceful election held in
congenial atmosphere and
with sincere and faithful im-
partiality, he added.

He was happy to say that
the whole ngtion was now

united to take this L op-
portunity to Mm
sion. At uumm‘mm was
ne ter peo-
ple E this. he said.



