Plus Free Installation and Training

Agni Systems Ltd)J

AGND

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 1996

Let's toast a free & fair election

Khondakar M Mostafa '
kmmst26+@piit. edu

USA:

Bangladesh is indeed going
through a transitional phase.
Under the pressure from the
oppositions parties and a mass
movement. KZ was forced to
resigned. BNF created a care-
taker governemt of it own
vesrion without consulting the
opposition parties. The care-
taker govt of Justice Rahman is
in control of the situation. and
there is a great likelihood of
holding a free and fair election.
Foreign observers are going to

Banladesh to monitor the
election; This is indee
healthy devélopment for a po-
litically corrupt country like
OUrs.

Anyway, with so much dis-
appointment, lets looks at the
positive side; BD is going to
have (hopefully) a free and fair
election; and lets respect the
result whoever comes lo
power; provided there is no
smell of conspiracy real or
otherwise.

Lets toast a free & lair elec-

tion

a very .

Some thoughts on the upoming eecton

tanveer@math.ohio-state.edu
USA:

The election is to-day. The
question that may decide
what's in store for Bangladesh
in the near future is not who is
going to win, but whether one
of the two major parties losing
the election will accept the re-
sults. The signs so far are not
encouraging. Each party seems
‘to be expressing its misgivings
about the fairness of the up-
coming elections. At the best,

this is a means to pressure the

care-taker government and the
election commission. At the
worsi, such posturing is a pre-
cursor to plans for widescale
agitation if the election resuits
_are not to the liking of any par-
ticular party.

In this context. the level of
back and forfth acrimonious
political discourse among the
highly educated is particularly
discouraging. The supposedly
intellectual class is completely
neutralized in its say in na-
tional politics by failing to form
any kind of consensus on what
is acceptable and not accept-
able in BD politics. in the light
af national interest.

That politics is acrimonious
is not the issue. The problem
is the lack of any consensus on
the rules of the game. The
constitutional change to form a
care-taker government was
touted as a means for a level
playing field. This would make
sense il the players abide by

some rules. If in a game. you
think that the opposing play-
ers are fouling you, you try to
get the attention of the rei-
eree. If you think the referee is
partial. you appeal to some
higher authority. At some
point, regardless of whether
such appeals went in favor or
against you, whether they are
just or unjust, you have to
abide by the decision.
Otherwise, there is no game to
be played. In politics as well,
all parties must come to some
common understanding on
basic rules. Otherwise, there
will not be a nation left to run.

It is unrealistic to hope that
a Bangladesh, election will be
completely free of rigging. If
you are a losing politician, it
will not be difficult for you to
point to these irregularities
and claim this as the reason
for your loss. Judging by the
kind of allegiance each party
has among its followers. it is
not difficult to see that if the
losing party were to call for a
mass movement, it will suc-
ceed in doing so even if it
means leading our nation to
anarchy. The often used argu-
ment on ~ Brihottoro Shartho”
(greater good) will surely sway
the followers.

Can the party leaders be
urged to act differently? If
there is any hope. il must
come irom those of you whe
are aclive in party politics and

have influence with your party |

leaders.
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Disclaimer

The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
as they appear to all recetvers of the Internet.
We them authentically to permit our readeérs to
know what Bangladeshis abroad are feeling and saying.

The Daily Star is not responsible for the opinions

— Editor.

Black Beaut)

in mid  70s,

900 Awobecs 0: Shirw

The m!c-iu. or "posts” (to use Internet parlance) published in
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this page come from the Bangladesh

Internet news group called "soc.culture.bangladesh," or SCB. In this newsgroup, Internet users from around
the world, mostly Bangalees, discuss issues relevant to Bangladesh. In "Live from the Internet” the Daily Star
reprints these posts verbatim (complete with English language errors) — just as they would appear on your
computer screen. They have only been edited for size and relevance to the subject matter.

Debate on Politics: We need to be alert

Ahmed
ahmed@uvax0.gram.edu
USA:

| must say people in inter-
net are deing a great job. We
need this type of alertness
and consciousness to fight
against anti-democratic, fascist
tendencies that our beloved
conntry is facing since its in-
ception. .
" In contemporary world if
we wantl to progress and be
competitive with the rest of
the world we need a demo-
cratic constitution base on rule
of law. BD came reality with a
great sacrifice. Al had lot of
immaturity in the begining
and made lot of mistakes in
early 70s. But that should not
be an obstacle to recognize
their contribution to the na-
tion, Since Zia came to power
he basically
rewrote the  history of
Bangladesh and completely er-
azed the role of Bangabandhu
and famous AL leaders like
Tajuddin, Nazrul Islam,
Kamruzzaman, and Monsur Ali
etc. The present generation
does not know who is
Tajuddin. Other than
Bangabandhu, no one else can
match his contribution to the
creation of Bangladesh.

K.M. Maniruzzaman
manir@okabe.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Jopar:

Which is a REAL shame,.
Think of educated Indians who
don't know about Nehru. Or
Americans who nothing about,
say. Lincoln.

Sheikh Mujib provided the
inspiration. Tajuddin was the
brains and the administrator
behind the liberation struggle.
And he had to provide leader-
ship against all odds. including
conspiracy against the emer-
gence of Bangladesh from his
own ministers [(Khandoker
Mushtaque). It is also a shame
that Sheikh Mujib virtually
sacked Tajuddin from his cab-
inet after liberation. Honest.

intelligent leaders like
Tajuddin are rare in
Bangladesh. If he were not
killed in jail by the army

butchers in 1975, the history-

of our nation could have been
dilferent

Rashed Tanuir Islam
riislam@mall. utexas. edu
LISA.

| agree with you. [ really
thought that his contributions
are fremendous. yet at the
same time | was confuséd how

the ALrs neglected this and
the stories how S5H cornered
Zohra Tajuddin in her party.

Ahmed. USA: The point | am
trying to make: We the educ-
taed needs (o be alert and
make other educated te make
a real democratic Bangladesh
where is history is not dis-
torted by palace conspiracies.
Since the end of the cold war,
the international condition is
more favorable for emerging
democracies. But the palace
conspirators in Bangladesh are
still trying tirelessly to subju-
gate people. They will fail il we
are alert.

Bangladeshi
woman honored

M. Zahirul Islam

this time they win it.
Otherwise what will happen to ET;LI.::lntmEd@ﬂHﬂn-rd.cum
o ' Few weeks

[ don't need to tell or teach
anyone the history of Mujib
and Zia. People knows it bet-
ter. That's what we have seen
in the last elections. | think
the results of 91 elections ex-
plains everything.

Mohammad R. Hossan
mhossan@uerri nmsi.edu

USA: .

| think everything is not yet
hen explained as you say. In
our history Nawab Shiraj-Ud-
Dullah was treated differently
for first 50 years, but now we

We the eductaed needs to be alert and make other educated
to make a real democratic Bangladesh where is history is
not distorted by palace conspiracies. Since the end of the
cold war, the international condition is more favorable for
emerging democracies. But the palace conspirators in
Bangladesh are still trying tirelessly to subjugate people.

They will fail if we are alert.

~Ahmed. USA

Good thought. But do you beleive it in your heart? We have
seen all the tall talks about the recent political developments.
We have seen 13th Amendment, we have economy

-Rashed Tanuvir Islﬂmi LUSA

Rashed Tanvir Islam: Good
thought. But do you beleive it
in your heart? We have seen all
the tall talks about the recent
political developments. We
have seen 13th Amendment.
we have seen economy demol-
ishing polttics and only time
will tell who was right,

I come from a family who
went through the struggle in
1971. My family members
have been involved in the lib-
eration war so deeply that |
can trust their opinions re-
garding the roles of all during
that time. They have mixed
feeling about everyvthing unlike
vou who thinks that whatever
AL does is good and they AL
can't do wrong. Well so far n
the Independent Bangladesh
AL has has received peoples
verdict all the time which said
that they really sucked. 1 wish

blame to Mir Zafar and this
name has a special mecaning in
our country. In Russia, may be
Leyleen [please ignore spelling
mistakes) was treated
diffrently for the first 70 years
but now people of Russia are
removing every signs fo
Leyleen: There may be many
such examples around the
world.

So. men take time to write
their history. to explain their
actions.
nrhp :
nrhp@nando.net
USA:

We did not see this type ol
posting for long time. Thanks
lo Mr. Rashed Tanvir Islam lor
his efliorts whiclt will answer
precisely ‘and strongly some
unneccessarily created confu-
tion and deception of truth by
some people. '

Jhe Laily Star Entertainment Guide

1996  World  Alibn 1E ‘Arabec Subtities)

back, VHI
Honor, a program by the music
channel VH-1 on cable TV,
honored Bangladeshi women's
right activist Salma (couldn't
remember her lastl n:iia:k
This was a .story of a
Bangladeshi woman who was
prosecuted by some village
mullahs for having an affair
with a man of different reli-
gion. Apparently, Salma helped
bring thos= mullahs to ju <t -e
(something like that). Would
appreciate I anybody else
could elaborate on that story.

BDesh-Electronic
Newsletter

Md Regzaul Abid
abidmr@newton.ccs. tuns.ca
Canada:

[ am glad to announce that
"BDesh” the first ever elec-
tronic newsletter for
Bangladeshis is back on-line
again. The first six issues
(March 20 -- April 01, 1996)
are now on the shell at the
foliowing WWW silte:
http:/ /www.tuns.ca/~abidmr/b
desh html

Top ten reasons
to finish
graduate school

Polash
mhullah@urily. ncswedu
North Carolina State
University, USA:
Recently | have come

accross to the top ten reasons
io finish graduate school. They

are-
1. Graduate students you

helped to recruit have gradu-
ated.

2. The new faculty hires are
vounger than you.

3 AR your ‘living’ committee
members have retired.

4. you know you can run a lab
better than your supervisor.

5. You've actually seen a pro-
ject started by the university
physical plant completed.

6. eating out means going lo
‘taco hell’

7.You envy the industry jobs
held by your lab’s former dish-
washers.

8. Your student loans rival the
national debt. '

9. People ask why your re-
search is important and you
can't remember.

10, Your exit seminar doubles
as your retirement party.

Hope some readers will enjoy!!!
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Irmgard Kuster

Irmgard. Kuster@avro.nl
Nether Lands: :
Dear reader, |

I hope you can help me
with the following matter.

The AVRO is one of the
major Dutch television net-
works. | am a journalist work-
ing for AVRO, At the moment |
am researching a documentary
called 'female crimes’. Our goal
is to make-three programmes
in three different countries
around the world about women
who have commilted a crime
and therefor are (or were) in-
valved in a legal matter (trial.
sentence).

We think that some ol these
erimes tell a lot aboul the situ-

ation of women, or a large °

group of women. in those par-
ticular countries. The docu-
mentary should give more in-
sight in the three societies and
the position of women. the
reasons why these women
commitied a crime (are they
victims?].. the way the legal
systemn treats women and the
chances women have after they
have been sentenced.

We are looking for cases
were a women for example:
-has killed or tried to kill her
partner (or tried to do so)
-has killed or tried to Kkill her
child(ren) (or tried to do so)
-had an illegal abortion (or
tried to do so)

-stole. money or goods from-

her boss [or tried to do so)

The Daily Star 5

Female Crimes

-kidnapped her child(ren) (cr
tried to do so)

-who are actively involved in
organised crime

-did something criminal that is
typical for some/a lot of
women in a region or in the
country.

The AVRO believes some
women become criminals be-
cause all kinds of circum-
stances force them to do so.
Because they have been batt-
tered by there hus-
baird/relative(s). or they are
mistreated by their boss. or
they cannol go along with the
legal system in their country
of area, or because nobody
takes care of them, or they are
desperate,

Is it possible for you to
help us find a case or cases in
your country or in another
countries you know about? The
case could be in ceart right
now or in the future. It also
might be a case where the trial
already has been and the

‘woman is free or still in jail.

I hope you understand the
meaning of this project. The
actual filming is not planned
yet, it depends if we can find
suitable cases. | hope you can
help us lind a case or cases; or
other organisations or people
who can help me with this. I
have two months left to do the
research: Thank you very much
for your attention. succes with
your work and I hope to hear
from you soon.

Bigher education in Social Work

Golam Mohammed Mathbor
gmmathbo@®acs. ucalgary.ca
Canacla:
Hi Tolks:

| was wondering whether
iy Bangladeshi scholar 15 do-
ing MSW . or Ph:D in Social
Work in North America or in
Europe. 1 am doing my Ph.D in
Social Work with the Faculty of
Social Work, The University of
Calgary. Calgary. Alberta.
(Canada. My area of interest is
Coastal Community Economic
Development with particular
reterence to Bangladesh. 1 have

linished my Masters im Social
Work (MSW)] at McGill
University, Montreal, Canada.

[ would be happy to keep in
touch with afore mentioned
prolessionals or other Social
Sciences ‘scholars interested
in my same area of research.
My address is as follows:
Grolam M. Mathbor (Mahmood])
Doctoral student
Faculty ol Social Work
The University of Calgary
2500 Liniversity Drive N.W.
Caldary, Albwerta,

T2ZN IN4 Canada.
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The newsgroup, "soc.culture.bangladesh", has been
provided courtesy of Agni Systems Limijted (Tel 882379).

You ean also take participate in this page by sending us
your viewsl/questions/comments/inquiries (anything that
you want). The Daily Star will then send vour responses

into the Internet newsgroup free of charge where they will
be read and commented on by participants from around

the world. Letters should be no more than 100 words in

length and titled.

Please send or fax your Internet posts to:
M. Shamimuzzaman, Page incharge, "Live from the
Internet", The Daily Star, House 11, Road 3, Dhanmondi
RIA, Dhaka-1205. (GPO Box no: 3257) Fax: 863035,
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