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Towards Democracy

This ts going to be 1 long day today. A day of
days. An exciting count down over, the nation goes |
to polls today. A big tur.n-out at the centres, a day |
of unimpeded and free voting. At the end of the
day equanimous accepta rice by all of the counting
and announcement of re ssults — and we will have
crossed an important yel very elementary hurdle
to self rule by an indep 'ndent nation. We shall
consider ourselves luck)y if today's proceedings
yield a convincing formetion of government and
smooth transfer of powe . Why lucky ? Because |
elements al unpredictabi lity still loom large over
the whole thing. Largely because of the presence
.of very large quantities ol” arms in private hands
and some of the parties nc it being averse to have a
recourse to them.

We had a good run-up but a decidedly poor
quality of campaigning. Tlie mean postures and
utterances in the campaign have pushed the main
contenders further apart and sharpened their
existing conflicts to near fatal levels. Vile lies,
understood as such by all i ncluding their pedlars,
have been shouted as election mainstays by top
leaders. compromising the prospect of this na-
tion having dependable lead ership in the near fu- |
ture.

And let us be very clear th at this day is not go-
ing to be the be all or end all of this polity, as
contenders of the top job haive made it out. This |
smacks of lust for power — tlae mighty breaker of
the inner strengths of emerging states and long
living societies.

Today's polls, regardless ol whatever verdict it
returns, is here to bolster the props of democ-
raty. The nation is yet to live fially and its freedom
has to grow, both in form and content over all of
future — and today's election w1ill be a very impor-
tant step in these directions.

This day holds a great pote ntial for the na-
tion's good. And it is also a test for the nation —
and the nation shall pass it in. spite of contrary
performance by some.

The question today is not of" who will govern
but how will they govern. Corruption and private
arms together with a pathetic lack of compre-
 hension of the challenges of the 1new century have
severely reduced the powers of :ill parties to de-
liver evenn a woe bit of what they' have promised.
It will now take the whole naticn to get the na-
tion out of the woods. And let i'he nation elect
those that will involve the whole of our people in
that task. That cannot be done ‘without democ-
racy. Towards democracy then !

E . .
| Minority Vote

The minority communities in sonie areas of the
country are facing a most hostile situation in
which they are discouraged — directly or indi-
rectly — to exercise their fundamental right of
voting. Some quarters consider it expedient to
keep the members of the minority community
away from the polling centres today. Such threats
and intimidations are in fact nothing new. But

never before the issue was seriously taken up for
a redress.

Happily, different bodies have expressed their
strong condemnation against this evil design re-
sorted to by certain quarters. Even the adminis-
tration is quite alive to the situation. In one such
incident the local administration hzis played a
most creditable role. For long 22 vears the mi-
nority communities in a Jarge area of Chittagong
could not exercise their franchise. When this was
brought to the notice of the concerned police of-
ficer and the magistrate, they together took a
personal initiative to ensure that the voters of
that particular area can cast their votes without
being intimidated. Arrangement for special police
patrol have been made.

We do not know if local administrations else-
where have taken similar steps to allay the mi-
nority communities’ fear. Policing by the adminis-
tration may give some comfort .to the victims but
this is not enough. If a sizeable portion of the vot-
€rs cannot exercise their voting right, the
democracy we all want to establish in our society
loses its meaning. Let the minority wvote casting
be ensured everywhere. If there is the slightest
possibility of trouble relating to voting by the mi-
nority communities, do not hesitate to call the
army, who will remain stand by, to remove that
possibility. Apart from that anyone found guilty of
intimidating should be meted out appropriate
punishment so that no one ever tries to play the
trick in future.

Well Done, Police

The CID police, Chittagong, have unearthed a
fire-arm factory in Naikhongchhari, Bandarban.
Twentynine firearms, including nine light ma-
chine guns (LMG) were seized in the raid. For the |
police this is a major success against the illegal
arms manufacturers, no doubt. The good work
done by the Chittagong police only a couple of
days before the election can have a positive influ-
ence on the voting process in the area.

However, one lurking guestion will be there:
for how long has the factory been manufactu -
arms and what are the receiving points of those
arms. If the arms have reached gangs engaged in
causing troubles on the election day, there is
much to fear. If the other possibility of the
weapons reaching the Santibahini is true, we have
another kind of — and perhaps no less — a prob-
lem. The fact is we ‘are confronted with a danger-
ous situation either way.

That the know-how of manufacturing sephisti-
cated weapons is acquired by the forces inimical
to the country’'s sovereignty or democracy is most
wnn'yin'g. The report does not say if the operators
of the factory could be arrested. If they are not, -
they will soon open another clandestine factory in
the forest. So, our suggestion is that the drive
nst- manufacturers of illegal weapons be
until the operators are.caught and any
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A Menu for Action:

EFORE we know the re-
auits of the election Lhis
is a menu for action by a

seimsible democratic er-
ment. This s based mnﬂ-ﬁtﬂ-
and welfare-oriented election

promises held out by the
vartious partivs  along with

_ some other ilcas which appear

Lo Ny as goodd and ;

are iwo. basic points
about all the manifestoes
except one (i.e., Jamaat), and
those are (a) of the

democratic principles and '
|1 3 |

norms as generally u

the world over. and (b) ensu-

ring transparency of gover-

nament operations and

accountability of the
L.

S0 what should we expect
from the next government
which has Lo take control of
the ship of our state within
this month. First of all, it
shouid be a viable government,
that is to say it should have the

or form the nec
coalition so that there is no

| rformance of the
m E:Imp!:, | have the

personal feeling that if propor-
tional representation is fol-
lowed for the election of the
reserved seats for women.
there will be a clear majority
party in’ the next Parliament
and the threat of a hung par-
liament will be removed

The bitterness of cam .

should be left behind and
E’Iﬂt announcement should

m-:ll" about reaching con-
sensus broad areas of na-

tional interest. But the ques-
tion of impeachment of the
President for his partisan ac-
tivities including alleged dis-
turb? of stability and violat-
ing of electoral code of con-
duct should be duly consid-
ered. Some of the areas for na-
tional consensus should be
identified immediately. My list
of n::fh H:E-I‘c’l will include: re-
view on national secu-
rity mf' establishment of civil
authority on defence matters.
setting up of strong local gov-
ernment institutions. institu-
tionalisation of parliamentary
democracy, establishment ol
the rule of law and suppression
of terrorism. rapid spread of
education and improvement ol
its QI.IIH?. macro-economic
policy and administrative re-
structuring. relations with
India including water sharing
and trade cooperation. and so-
lution of the festering Hill

Tracts problem. It should be
understood that economic

performance cannot be im-
proved without parallel politi-
cal development as we have
learmnt so from our expe-
rience ol the last Iflttmﬁ;t:r cen-
tury. During the Ve years
we have observed that even a
propitious economic environ-
ment and macro framework
cannot deliver growth without
strong political underpinnings.

Al the very first session of

the Parliawent some healthy
traditions should be set up —
institutionalisation of some

N a democracy, people are
I called the source ol pow-

er. The people's represe-
ntatives, chosen through an
election process. are supposed
to manage the affairs of the
people and the country as per
wishes of the people. Al)
activities of the represen-
tatives are supposed to be in
the le's interests. When
people wvote for candidates

_seeking election as represen-

tatives. they have a vague
feeling that the representa-
tives would serve their cause

- in the national Parliament and

in the affairs of the Govern-

ment. Actually by electing a

candidate. they practically give

him a blank cheque or confer
wers on him to do things as
e deems fit.

While working a democracy,
there are some very nice
phrases and word8. such as
checks and balances, account-
ability, transparency. etc. To
the bulk of the electorate they
mean little or nothing in the
B adesh context.

representatives while
framing the Cnmututh:ﬂ of
Ban esh arrogated to them-
ulvg "powers to make orders,
rules, regulations, bye-laws or
other instruments having leg-
islative effect” which. they in
their judgement considered.
are in people's interest. Some
powers have been retained by
the representatives. while
others are delegated to Minis-
ters and officials of the Gov-
ernment to run or manage the
affairs of the country. As a re-

sult, all officials from Secretary

Sir, roximately half of
the voters are female. Both
leading parties, BNP' and
ague, lack serious ef-
forts to reach these female
voters, whose participation are
very important in the closely
contested constituencies be-
tween BNP and Awami League ,

Political rallies and meet-
ings related to the elections

. are dominated miale voters.
Both of the leading political
arties, whose leaders are

emale, lack a cohesive strat-

egy to reach thtge:u female
voters. leading

litical es BNP and its
eader aleda Zia is very

g sy

_ powers provide only

e

. a looser

_President Clinton's ﬂcm

denmocratic . principles and
civillanisation of the govern-
ment both of which were ne-
glected. albeit at our peril —
on the last oecasion. One con-
stitutional amendment should
be passed (i) voiding the two
iNegitimate R:rillmlmt-. the
fourth and the sixth: and (ii)
legislating the provisions
which are required for the
continuance of laws and
up'hddinﬁg the mmn'wt
A carelaker governmernt
President is ﬂnﬂ the consti-
tutional head as he normally is. -
The mischief done b‘y the
fourth parliament has far
been rectified at the on
of the Su Court in 1989
and the 12th Amendment in
19891. There is nothing left to
preserve [rom the three
amendments by this il-
legitimate t.

The thirteenth amend-
ment has been found to be full
of loopholes and mischief and
we have experienced a kind of
nightmare not knowing
whether we were under a
m:nl;ilnw a la Biswas or un-
der Lthe caretaker government
established with the majesty of
popular will and after a great
deal of bloodshed. The care-

taker government must func-

Expectations from

by AM A Muhith

the PM and other VIPs and it
invests the Force with un

Civilised authority. Hosting the
PM turns out to be a tiresome
hassle even i a

vestiges pomp and
and also of public op-
erationrs and tu(:ﬂt
level of the

The fort, |

The
office of the Prime Minister
should be in the main secre-

tariat of the government,
Exc one official residence
all others should be converted

into app%-l..te offices or rest
houses. PM should reside
outside the cantonment. The
obnoxious Special Security

Force Act. h was opposed

military budget 18 still a secre!
and sacred cow. The security
policy is still not debated in
public. The military estabiish
mnent functions as an au-
tonomous government. The
ISPR is a strange body. with
virtually no relationship with
the Information Ministry. The
DGF1 is a feared y re-
portedly active in ml‘ccl and
student community., This or-
ganisation has the dubious

B!‘Ed.“ﬂfm"nh‘ twa politi-
cal parties under the guidance
of two military leaders who as-
sumed power with the false
promise of returning it to the

people. Political parties in this
country have seldom played

politics with the defence
establishment. Instead military
leaders. and m-p- a limited
number of t . assured of
the support of disciplined
lorces under them, have
layed politics. They have
ormed political arties,

tered establis m

t coercion and

and set up awuction mart for
politicians. While in difficulty
military leaders have tried to
cultivate political parties for

their own ambitious ends.

the

. will be {aigely devoied 10
nation-building activities
Feonomic securily or envi
ronmental security are much
more moot today thanu territo
nal security Acuin the eco-
nomics of huge resource_appl
calion for territorial ﬁurtt;
for a few hours las indicated by

*our last military ruler! in the

small global village must be put
Lo serious scrutiny
Simultaneously. attention
should be paid to parliamen-
tary rules of business and per-

haps a law for the autonomy of

the Assemblv secretariat.
Legislative commitiees with
permanent stafl for each sub-

or inter-sectaral issue. as
is dealt with by the executive.
should be formed with the
Chatrman from the ition
benches. Thev should held
open hearings unless other-
wise decided beforehand for
special trasons They should
listen to representatives of the
civil society They should be at-
tended the minisiers on a
priority basis whenever their
presence is salicited by a
committee All issues of policy
such as Security Policy. a
Memo of Understanding with
the Aid group. Farakka negoti-
ations. restructuring of finan-
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from our experience of the lasi
observed that even a propitious economic environment

as we have learnt so dearly

political development

century. During the last five years we have

macro framework cannot deliver growth without
strong political underpinnings. -

tion in the pristine pusity of
p;ﬂunwnl%v(ﬂcm and as
such 58A Z) to (4). 58C
(6). 58E and 6] should just be
deleted with a new constitu-
tienal amendment. This is the

first duty of the new
Parllament to establish
the majesty. of will and

in the closet. The governments
that functioned under the two
fllegal parllaments may have
passed other laws or signed
some other orders; these may
be validated for maintaining
the continuance of laws. These
laws. however, should have no
proiection under the
Constitution a la indemnity law
80 that they can be amended
or recanted at the will of the
legislature. i
Some quick executive ac-
tions are necessary to ensure
the ts of citizens and re-
move blemish of pomp and
;?Itndnur of the ernment
4 poor country. We have so
many residences of our Prime
Minister. We have a fort of an
office of the Prime Minister
which is chilling to a wvisitor
and gives a feeling of great se-
crecy and conspiracy in the
h ling of public l:Zm.uiirn'::m.
Our Prime Minister is beyond
the reach of even the elite of
the country: the Special
Security Force Act of 1992
(which is only a continuation of
President’'s Security Force
Ordinance of 1986) is meant
for the special protection of

in the Parliament and even in
BNF party . should be
recanted. There will still be
the Special Powers Act to deal
with, which Inmmﬂm S00MN
. The s of transport
are | ly obtained from pub-
lic corporations or autonomous
' bodies and measures to close.
PlTUT:H‘ and shrink them will
do the trick of reducing this
wasteful and ostentatious style.
Another undemocratic tradi-
tion of the (::I't stil] -h-mem
lessly par . s made wi
public trends are advertised as

ts of President or PM like
for students. This should
be discontinued forthwith.

A deliberate effort has 1o
be made for civihanisation of
the gnvrrnm:r;uﬂwnhh the ex-
ceplon three years
of extr difficult périod of
nation-building and refugee
rehabilitation, we have been
used to martial law, direct and
indirect. since at least |958
In the last five years for the
first time the defence estab-
ishment was out of politics but
a civilian culture has not re
developed yet. The military
domain always be some-
what different because of con-
siderations of security and
discipline, but it must be in
unison with the normal society
and most certainly must con:
form to the rule of law The
shroud of secrecy that now
covers all defence affairs is

without any justification. The

This state of affairs must
be changed. First of all the
DGF1 should be abolished A
different kind of secusity intel-
ligence agency cannot cre-
ated out of this tarnished |
Second, there is no place for
an autonomous | in the
administration. It is the
Ministry of Information that is
responsibie for public relations
of all ministries. The Ministry

with the Luuest imanpower in
the couniry | e Education
Minist tloes not have any:

thing like the ISPR Third, the
practice of pne line budgel for
the Defence establishment 1n

iroduced by Ayub Khan must
give way to a publicly account-
able budger It 1s not denied
that certain elements of it will
be secret. hut the plea of se

crecy has been carried too fai
now. Finally, a national debate
Is necessary to evolve a secu

rity policy in the changed cir-
cumstances of the world What
kind of deleiwce preparedness
the nation should have: how
should the land water and air
border be watched and pro

tected; what should be the
sirategy ol delence; and what
should be the appropriation of
resources lor delence These
are essential maltters lor public
decision. The idea ol abolition
of standing army and the con-
cept of national service by all
higher secondary school-grad-
uates just canol be brushed
aside. Such national service
while requiring military train-

cial institutions. privatisation
B:n_rammr.s or Hill Tracts

ems shoukd be discussed
threadbare in these
Committees

The allocation of business
of government should be ap-
proved by the |egislature to
prevent wasle and pomp and
establish Lhe supremacy of
parliament Parliamentary
questions are a very important
instrument lor accountabilit
of the executive This shou
be restored to its glorious roje
and a weekly Prime Minister's
hour should be iniroduced
A-?ournnmnt motions are an
other means for securing the
responsiveness ol the execu-
Live,
I made
easier and llevible Thewse 11
SUMeRs are jicoessary lor (nistity-

tiomalisation of demwocracy on a
prrinanenl looting,

Another area of urgent ac
tion should be a piece of com
prehensive law relating to .
systein of local government in
terins ol Articles 59 and 60 of
the Coustitution. The role and
lunctions of the local govern-
ment must be spelt out and
they should be independent of
the concurrent jurisdiction of
the national government. who
will, however. maintain na-
tional policy-making and in-
spection functions with no ex-
ecutive authority. There
sources of financing should be
determined and the bulk of it
will be assignment from Lhe

Misuse of Powers, Legalised Misdeeds, Etc

by Mohammad Yusuf

Misuse of powers results in dtﬂ'anniTm:
form of illicit gains, andﬁwqununm.

of the Ministry. Heads of De-
partment and Corporation, etc.
down te the level of ns ex-
ercise some powers depending
on their rank and responsibil-
ity — all supposed to be im
people's interest.

e system of delegation of
powers to all tiers of officials of
the Government is a compli-
cated matter, Powers have to
be delegated. as without the

rs no work can be done.

e ‘sysiem spreads far and
wide in a labyrinthine manner.
not necessarily in a diminish-
ing scale. Parts of powers del-
egated to Departments and
Corporations involve makin
their own rules about whic
authorities delegating the
road
guidelines. Sometimes the
guidelines contradict the laws
under which the Departments
or the Corporations were cre-
ated. giving rise to confusions
which are rarely cleared. ‘

A representative, unless he
rose from the bureaucracy.
enerally does not know how
the mechanism of exercising
powers works in the aflairs of
the Government. A represerni-
tative only knows what he
wants. He often does not know
how to get it done. For that he
de
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'swing voters' always played a
ﬂgnll}% ant role in favour gf the
candidate who won the elec-
tion. Usually. the margin of dif-
ference between a winneér and
is one to three per
cent of the total votes. In the
recent Israeli election. the
swing voters were newly ar-
rived Jewish immigrants. who
favoured the Likud Party for a
secure and safe Israel where
they can start a new life. In the
last US Presidential election
(1992), Bill Clinton was very
popular among the fermnale vot-
ers because of his sup for
"Women's right to choose for
abortion.” At the ‘'moment,
President Clinton is favoured
by 55 per cent of the voters
compared with 48 per cent for
his opponent Senator Bob Dole
of Republican . President
Clintan's lead in the current
poll was due to his popularity

‘among women voters. These

women voters are going to be
the ‘swing voters' in up-
c US Presidential elec-
tion. Senator Dole fails to

win the women's vote then
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But there is a third
per laws but not i

bureaucrat get together, they
can do many things including a
lot ol nuschiels,

There are hardly any.
adrnunistrative controls over
the exercise of powers. bec-
ause those who are supposed
Lo control it are lhcnuellzucs in-
volved in the exercise. The
unir controls: are budgetary
and accounting. But these are
thoroughly inadequate. as we
would presently see.

Misuse of powers results in
different types of misdeeds:
the ones commonly talked
about are corruption in the
form of illicit gains, and
favouritism. But there is a third
category of misdeeds which
involve doing things as per
laws but not in people's inter-
est. We may call them legalised
misdeeds. A few examples are
mentioned below:

(1) For construction of the
Sangshad Bhaban that is the
National Parliament of
Bangladesh. it is learnt that
about Tk. 200 crore was spent,
The space needed for a bulld-
ing ol similar accommodation
could easily be built at Tk 5
crore. Whom are they trying to

impress with the architectural
monstrosity at Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar? Why was this excess
expenditure made out of the
budget of one of the poorest

countries ol the world? Was it
not the duty ol the representa-
tives Lo oppose it? But none Lo
our knowledge did it.

(2} Any representative or
official of the Government
placed in-charge of adminis-
tration of some affairs of the
Government. immediately after
taking over. makes sure that
he has an office labishly fur-
nished. properly air-condi-
tioned. wall-to-wall carpeted
dnd tastefully upholstered, and
brand new cars with smartly

dressed drivers and attendants

at his disposal, Such gor-
geously furnished offices were
not there even during the Bri-
tish colonial period. Who au-
thorised the representatives

-and officials to do these things

for their own -comforts and

convenience? They have a false

notion that dignity goes with
the outfit. Some years back the

Chairman’'s room of one of the

Corporations was found to have
the type of furniture which was

comparable to the furniture of
French Emperors, at present
visible in a Paris museum.

[3) Ministers and senior of-

ficials are often found to throw
dinners and parties in State
guesthouses and hotels to
hundreds of :guests involving
expenditure o
They do not seem to have any’

lakhs of Taka.

===
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In Bangladesh. the parlia-
mentary election is going to be

competitive if a free and
a lair election takes
this moment. it is hard to say
which party is going to win
the majority seat in the par-
liament. However, it will not
be incorrect to say that the

place. At

majority of the male voters are
spilt between BNP and Awami
League. So, the women voters

will be the 'swing voters: who .

will decide the outcome of the
election.

Khalid Abedin
Ashraf Villa, Cox’'s Bazar

Moneyed outsiders

Sir, With an assumption
that the moneyed outsiders
have better prospects in the
polls than others the major

litical parties invited some
ighly controversial personali-
ties in their ’

In this process Awami
League, which still loves to

boast for leading the nation's
War of l!‘li;:gﬂﬁrm in 1971
has rece in party such

people who had collaborated
actively with the anti-libera-

‘tion forces. BNP, which these-

she must

qualities is
party. a sense of demoralisa-
tion and deprivation seems to

actua
At the

rightful claims on the

T —
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days criticizes the Jamaat for
its anti-Liberation role has also
welcomed some known col-
laborators. It is surprising to
see that some war heroes
along with personalities of du-
bious character joined Awami
League on the same day. Same
e case with BNF where
people of diversified opinions
ataﬁcd their comeback to the
party on the same day.

€ motive of such people
are very obvious. Securing a
nomination to contest for a JS
seat. Ideology cannot stand on
the way for such personalities.

This trend will obviously pol-
Iute the political arena.

A perfect politician should
have various qualities. He or
be the upholder of
principles, norms and values of
a certain politics and above all.
have the dedication towards
his or her party and the peo-
ple. When a person with such
ignored by the

take over the person who have
lly been serving the party

runi- who have
party

Suc

the Ministry of Plannin
frustrated with low utilisation
of the ADP allocation, exhorted
the executing agencies of pro-
Jects to utilise the allocation
with
spend the money. We know

e e e e ———
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concern of a

able
the corr
if they are willing to do so be-
cause such members a
familiar with the problems

that the poor constituencies
confront

of misdeeds: the ones commonly talked about are corruption in the
category of misdeeds which involve doing things as
_ﬂeop&e'lintﬂ'e:t.

conscience. While arranging
such functions the representa-
tives forget that they spend
the tax money of people 70
per cent of whom live in abject
paverty.

(4) The rules of one of the
Corparations recognise certain
amount of _ﬂillferagr: by their
empl 5. The driver of a car
placed at the dispesal of some
consultants several years back
in a Corporation, complained

that he was getting salary
compared to ilie ot r drivers
of 1he Corporation. When

asked to explain he said he
was employed on a dail Wage
basis with a total month Yy wage
ol about Tk. 750/- whereas the
salary of regular drivers was
about Tk 1200/- pm. This mat-
ler was mentioned to one of
the Corporation's executives.
His reply was that the drivers
were known te pilfer petrol of
cars. So he would make up the
difference through the tﬂeft.
How much petrol he was Sup-

goscd to steal, was not stated

v the executive.
(5] Once a senior ofticial of

. being

the remark. "Go and

e

in money-making process in-
stead of working for the
well-being of people since they
may get the impression that it
is nothing but money that can
make concepts like ideology
and principle unfamiliar. As a
result the political systen is
bound to receive a heavy
blow.

Many of these elites who
have been nominated by the
various parties are enjuﬂing a
huxurious life. Thy have ardly
any idea about the rural soci-
ety. If they are elected for the
seats they are contesting for .
their prime issue will be to re-
coup the money they spent to
win the elections with a lar
profit mnrﬂn by abusing their

wer as MPs . Because cost
enefit analysis is the prime
usinessman.
Above all, they will not be
to serve the interest of
ing areas even

not

If this ‘is the situation. the

entire political system will be

rules on acceptance of -
* such motions sho

e

lominations may indulge solely expo~i 1 {0 rhe

New Government

Ll il revemwues on some
'Lied  principles Today the
hudeets of afl local bodies in-
citiding  grants and pre-
Lralnmes assigned 1o them by
the natwnal government is a
bare 5-per cent of the national
budget Butl under Article 59
they should undertake func-
hons relating to administration
and the work of public officers.
the maintenance of public
order (meaning police func-
tions), and preparation and
implementation of plans relat-
ing to public services and eco-

nomic development. The devo-
lution of Tﬂﬂﬁ] for de-
livery of pu services includ-

ing police funetions and of
economic development activi-
ties to local gpovernment will
perhaps call for District gov-
ernments with Thana and
Umion Council as its bottofn-up
planning and actual imple-
menting agencies.

A pgood framework is
vided in the manifesto of
Forum and the structure needs
to be established
before vested interests of
are created to thwart -

“erment of people. It be
stipulated that at least 50 per
cernit of the national -
current and devel L. is
execuied at the level of the lo-
cal government. it should be
borne m mind that fruitfil so-
cial investment demands social
mobilisation and that is not
possible at any level other than
the grassroots. The district
government will follow the
parliamentary form with the
only difference that the mem-
bers-in-charge of particular re-
sponsibility will have to work
in committees constituted
with propertional representa-

tion. A C is
e o
ernment service which be

strongly resisted by the trade
unions I_ legal ar infermal — of
national government employ-
ees such as teachers. agricul-
fural extension agents. con-
siruction ;taﬁ of rural infras-
tructure of empiloyees of public
utilities. The interests of the
prople must take precedence
over those of t‘l:':dp.uhu: ser-
vnnllb:m:l ﬁ:nh s sake let
there no tical patronage
of such iﬂti-ﬂt‘ﬂﬂﬂrﬂﬂ and
anti-progress elements. The
national employees will, of
course. be in the lo-
cal ¢government service if they
w0 please or they may prefer
handshakes. nol golden I.F)':.l!: i
keeping with the means of the
country.  The plan should be
lo establish the local govern-
ment structure in full within a
year so that the next budget is
prepared incorporating the
new sharing of responsibilities
between the national and local
governments.

The writer (s a former
Munister of Fingnece and
Planning. and a former
Secrefary to the government

The second part of the arti
cle will appgar , lomorrow.

there will be some wrong ex-
penditure, but there will be
some right ones too.” He did
not elaborate how much wrong
expenditure ' the Ministry
would accept. The examples of
purchase of construction ma-
terials in June towards the end
of financial year to forestall the
lapse of fund are well known.
It is also known. that much of
these materials get washed out
by the ensuing waters. -

(6) Most representatives
meost of the time are
in pnliatjicﬁ to mmprove their
personal image and pecuniary
matters by hook or by crook,
rather than serve the causes of
the people or the country. ide-
alism in politics is rarely seen
these days. We are reminded of
the notorious legislation about
the import of motor vehicles
duty-free by the Representa-
tives in the Fifth Parliament.
All the Representatives to-,
gether to pass this without any
qualms of conscience.

Unfortunately our socio-po-
litical situation is so queer
these days that most people
consider a man as very clever
when he says one thing. does
another thing and apparently
believes in still another thing.
Such a man cannot be trust-
worthy. The word "conscience”
is not written anywhere in our
Constitution. The principle
seems to be: Make hay while
the sun shines.

Perhaps these matters
should serve as points to pon-

der by the electorate during

the elections on June 12,
1 996G

B —

st ol be-
g svlated frinn the people .

Didar

Depl. of Econonucs,
Dhaka University

Election and
observers

Sir. International organisa-
tions have sent ebservers to
motiitor the parliamentatry ele-
clion 96 — commoénwealth 20.
National Demeocratic Institute
30. South Asian non-govern-
ment ordanisations 40 Japan
[2. Norwav 3. Cambodia 7.
Swoden 3. Denmark 4 and
Philippines 2. Besides, FEMA.
Whi{'ﬁ includes a large number
of NGOs, will engage 30.000
observers at a cost of Tk 70
million.

Fifty-eight journalists from
BBC. CNN. Reuters, AFP. ABC,
Glove and Mail (Canada) and
Far Eastern Economic Review.
will cover election scenario in
Bangladesh. Are so many ob-

servers needed even when the
election is being held under a
caretaker Government?

Serajul Islam
Rd 39 House No 31

Crishian . Dhaka



