Internet

The Buily $Sar Worldwide

Web on Internet will
pro ive coverage ol the
lls results for expatriate
a-deshis, other media
bodies and the worldwide

members of the Internet.

The Daily Star will use on-
line connection to Internet
by ISN and provide simulta-
neous coverage to Internet
readers of The Daily Star fol-
lo announcement of re-
sults by the EC.

The coverage will start at
10 pm today and continue till
the end.

It may be recalled that
The Daily Star is the first and
only Bangladeshi newspa
available on Internet. r
weekly Internet edition is

pllﬂ:uar:d at Austin, Texas
published every Monday. |
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| The nation today crosses another milestone in its march

towards democracy as it goes to polls to elect 300 legislators
to the seventh Jatiya Sangsad. Polling begins at 8 this
. morning and will continue till 4 pm without any break. The

government earlier declared the day a public holiday.

A total of 5 crore 67 lakh
16 thousand and 935 voters
have registered for exercising
their right to franchise in this
elections. a figure which is
about 55 lakh (5.5 million) less
than that of 1991 elections
due to what the Election

Commission said elimination of

double registrations and fake
registrations and other omis-
sions.

A total of 2574 candidates
including nominees of 81 -
litical parties and 281 inde-
pendent candidates are partic-
ipating in the fray.

However. only three politi-
cal parties the Awami
League. the Bangladesh
Mationalist Party and the
Jamaat-e-Islami — have fielded
300 candidates each. Jatiya
Party, another major party has
fielded 293 candidates while
33 smaller parties are .in the

race with only one candidate
each.

This is the seventh elec-
tions in the countrys 2b-year
history. This election is also

ing the pol

the second one within a span
of only four months. The pre-
vious polls, held on February
15 wrote the obituary of the
most short-lived parliament —
its only noteworthy record was
the incorporation of the
Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution providing for
holding of all future elections
under a caretaker government.

The Chief Adviser of the
caretaker government, former
Chief Justice Habibur Rahman,
was sworn in on March 31. He
later inducted ten advisers.

A new Chief Election
Commmissioner (CEC) was ap-
pointed on April 9 with the
agreement of all mayor politi-
cal parties follo the resig-
nation of the t CEC.

The caretaker government
and the Election Commission.
within a span of only two
months completed the massive
task of prrlparalinns for hold-

s in a free. trans-
parent and orderly manner.

In one of the largest de-
ployvments of government

. members to the 30

manpower. nearly four lakh of-
ficials would be acting as polls
officials headed by 67
Returning Officers. There
would be 25957 polling sta-
tions and 1.14.749 polling
booths.

Alter completion of the
elections to 300 seats, the
parliament will elect the
reserve
seats for women.

The administration and the
Election Commission [(EC)
have made elaborate arrange-
ments to hold the elections in
a peaceful way. Security ar-
rangements have been tight-
ened with the deployment of
about 400,000 members of dif-
ferent security agencies in-
cluding 40,000 members of
the armed forces.

The l_gnv:rnmcnt banned
ﬁl}dng of five categories of ve-
icles including motor cycles,
microbus and jeeps from 6 pm
yesterday. The ban would con-

tinue tll 6 am on June 13,
A total of 268 foreign ob-

wee Page 12 Col 3
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People give verdict today
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L : Wednesday, the
12th June, 19968
2 : 5.00 am. to 4
without
3 : 11,99,57,313
4 ;300
5 .
: : 25,967
i : 749
8. Tetal sumber : :'j'l‘:ll,ﬂ
:H“ . 2.97.50.904
Female voters : 79589041
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10. Number of Assistant ' : 508
11. Number of Officers : 25,967
12 Number of Pressding . 1L,L14,749
& H-ﬂ*h . 2.29.408
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16. Number of districts : 04
L‘l’. h:*ﬁ— : 4
Number of contesting political parties : Ml
19. Total sumber of contesting candidates : 2574
20. Total number of female contesting
candidates (36 candidates in 4
= constitencies’ : 48

Where VVIPs

will cast

R R .

volte

N

Preésident, Chief Advice and
the chiefs of leading political

parties will cast their vote in |

today's tary elections
l.; different ;::mrn in
t 1 is .

repos '
dent Abdur Rahman Biswas
will cast his vote al the

Bangabhaban Primary School at
190 am.
Chief Adviser Justice

Habibur Rahman will vote at
the Vigarunnisa Noon School
centre al 8.45 am.

Chief Election Commis-
expected h =

io cast his vole in

P of Rajbari district.

ormer prime minister and
BNFP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will go to the
Adamjee Cantonment College
centre at 11 am to exercise
her right to franchise.

Awami president
Sheikh Hasina will cast her
vote at the City College polling

centre in the .
Mﬂmeﬁlm

See Page 12 col 7

Muhammad
yesterday

Chief Adviser

appealed to the countrymen to

| go to the polling centres today
| with their family members

and neighbours lo exercise the
right to franchise without any
fear or hesitation. reports
e il 4-“-" e -
. In his address to the nation

ver radio and television on
the eve of national election to-
day he said people must
demonstrate on whom they

| would like to repose their con-
| fidence in running
| of the country for next five

the affairs

Habibur Rahman said: "We
pray that through this election
we lay foundation of a new
life. a peaceful and prosperous
life for us.”

Referring to the competi-

tive nature of election, the
Chief Adviser urged all con:
cerned to accept the verdict of
election by renouncing heat
ted during the polls and
abandoning hostility and
spirit of retaliation.

Quoting from a verse of the
said Allah rewards those who
settle disputes through com-
promise and reconciliation:

He congratulated in advance
those who would be elected in
the election. Those who will
not win may seek to return to
parliament in future_  he said
adding: "At any rate they have
allwaj.rs the scope to serve peo-
le.

: The Chief Adviser made a
fervent appeal to all to refrain
from doing anything that

See Page 12 col 8

Complete polls
results by
tomorrow
afternoon

Bv Staff Correspondent

Announcement of the elec-

. tion results will be completed

by June 13 (Thursday) after-
noon, Chief Election Commi-

%98 | esioner (CEC) Mohammad Abu

Huhihu n addr&sing
over Radio and TV yesterday.

erui:L

Voters expect peaceful polls

By Reaz Ahmad and Masud Anf

The residents ol Dhaka city
that
parliamentary election
* held in a peaceful man-
political
parties and candidates will ac-

cept the people’'s mandate
gracefu

The Daily Star correspon:
. denls tal 1o a number

of people of different social

| strata and prolessions in dif
| ferent areas of the city yester

The city was relatively calm
with less Lraffic on the streets

' as the authorities banned ply-

ing of certain types of vehicles
for 36 hours from 6 pm yes-
ter and a good number of
ciy dwellers, registered as
voters in their home districts,
left the r:iot‘y for casting vote
Most of the people talked to
expresaed their hopes Lhat no
violent incidents would mar
the elections for which the
whole nation has been waitin

for long No post-poll law

order situation will be created

to spoil the congenial and
eaceful atmosphere, they
oped,

A lew however expressed
their guarded fear that the de-
feated parties or candidates
may resort to violence out of
frustration. But they will face
people’'s wrath because people
are conscious, they said.
Md Alamgir. a salesman of a
flower shop in the city's Ele-

hant Road area said, “l have
ull confidence that the polls
will be held in a free and fair
manner and | also believe that
the defeated parties and can-
didates will accept the peo-
ple's verdict dn good spirit.”
Alamgir. a voter in Pirojpur
district, was sorry that he
could not home to cast vole
as his employer did not give
him leave.

Grocer Alauddin, a voter in
Demra area said. "If an
being frustrated with
results., tries to create a law

===

What Khaleda & Hasina

said during campaign

By Nazmul Ashraf

Chiefs of the two po-
litical parties — ﬂmm
| of Awami

and Bea':m
Khaleda Zia BNP — in r

last three-week hectic elec-
tioneering across the country
addressed some 250 rallies
each.
This makes for an a
of B3 rallies a week, or
12 rallies a day. excluding the
unscheduled wayside rallies
that both of them addressed.
The two leaders t more
time and energy lo discredit

Ershad casts vote
thru’ postal ballot

By Staff

Jatiya Party chairman
H M Ershad cast his vote

of the JP election
supervi

According ﬁ:h-quc Er
to ; -
shad had cast his volé€ u
the Jail Code afler the

of the Election Commission

(EC).
See Page 12 col 7

each other's party than on the
programmes ol their respec-

tive and Lhe tasks they

would do f voted to .
Their varied from

resolving ' to the

protection of the country's
very existence while the
charges were from misconduct
to intrigue to 'sell out’' of the
country.

In their speeches, they
made some common
like saf democracy.,
indcpenz"u: sovereignty.

non-renewal of the 25-year
treaty with India,
country's due share of
Ganges water, electing local
overnment

-

and order situation, it would
definitely face peoples tough
resistance. "People are much
more conscious now than ever
before.”

Ms Lata, a housewife was
shopping in the New Markel
when these correspondents
approached her for comments.
Sﬂe apprehended that there
might be violence. Asked 1o
explain, the woman voter in
the old part of the city could

mﬂnhawpuiitr Abdus Sat-

tar had. however. a different
. See Page 12 col 7

yvesterday. .. srruoe =
The CEC was ta]ldlm fo re-
l::ortcrs at the NEC co nce
1all in the city.

"We hope to complete the
result announcement by the
afternoon of June 13." he said.

The CEC said he was also
hopeful that today's elections
wouild be held peacefully. The
EC has taken all necessary
preparations lor conducting
the elections in a free and lair
manner, he added.

"I do nol rule out viclence
during the election, there may

See Page 12 col 8

169 toreign

observers

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 169 foreign ob-
servers representing 14 dif-
lerent groups will monitor the
parliamentary election today.
Foreign Secretary Faruque
Sobhan said here yesterday.

In addition. 99 ambas-
sadors. high commissioners
and diplomats representin
different missions accredit
to Bangladesh will also monitor
the polls. "The number of for-
eign observers may increase in
the last minute.” he said at a
press conference at the NEC
auditorium.

See Page 12 col 7




