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N insolent
raised. threats were utt

telephone
in a real life drama.The collap-

sible gate could

have been smashed.

dable attainment to get away

unscathed by the wrath of a
vested interest group whose

path you have dared to cross.

The venue : A Principal's
office room at a college in
Dhaka city.

The occasion @ A conunittee
meeting with some students
Parishad leaders in view of the
recommendalions ol
Council meeting to ensure a
congenial® atmosphere for
study so that the students may
do better in the examinations
and to attract brighter stu-
dents to the college.

It was the considered opin-
ion of the Staff Council meet-
ing that the activities of the
students .fronts of the differ-
ent political parties hampered
academic atmosphere and did
little in the way of brightening
the eollege. Since it was felt
that the college needed a good
image and a peaceful atmo-
sphere lor academic pursuits,
it was unanimously decided
that the college premises
should be freed from student-

litics. The Parishad leaders

re. however, in no humour
to let go of polilics.The belea-
guered Principal was too shy to
moot the S Council decision
for discussion straightaway. On
the contrary Parishad leaders
voiced demands to create op-
portunities so that they-could
start fheir activities with re-
newed vigour. Most important
of all, they demanded. a fresh
election schedule. A teacher
on the committee admonished
an insolent 'leader’ for bein
impolite. The leader retorte
by saying. "who are you?" and

jum broke out.

While this pandemonium
, an unknown
face appeared in the crowd
and exhibited a firearm. a
cracker was exploded outside
and ‘leaders’ thundered. Most
of those towards whom these
actions were directed were
shocked but they judiciously

ised this to be sort of a
signature tune of these young-
men.. Most ol those towards
whom these actions were di
rected were shocked but they
udicieusly recognised this to

sort ol a sighature tune of
these young men.

Such insolent young men

are a by-prochict of student-
politics. Generally, they are not
classroom atten students;

they are 1Pr:tcndcru with false
hey  consider them-

s as student leaders and
politicians under construction
and hate to be reminded by
teachers that they are stu-
They must hav;dthclr
are and

: ﬂwymhq can
things their way because
they are backed up by a

arm y ac-
tivists who are, all practical
pu s, immune from ice

~ action. They know that the

why a you

sell his heart to
les for all those lures of tem-

grammes printed w bold There
may be changes m the pro

state machinery for enforci
law and order must halt on tnh!t

other side of the threshold. -

There is no reason at all

man in his late
y twenties will not
Mephistophe-

leens or e

pelf and power_ Into the

poral ‘
vortex of this power-mirage

ered. a pistol was bra-
ndished. a bemb was burst and
line was snapped: all

have been
locked. glass windows could
the
innmales could have been taken
hostage. In these trying times
it is no mean achievement to
get back home safe from the

clutch of a mugger or a’
acker. It is a more commen-

Staff

 Arrest the Rot
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by Abashi

On the eve of the general election our political leaders

are doing their best to sound pragmatic and sincere in
highlighting policies to usher in an era of peace and
prosperity. We beseech them to take a decision

regarding their Emdent fronts. -

are drawn many an innocent
boy who undergo a cruel
metamorphosis overnight, ape
their leaders and neglect their
studies. They cry hoarse chant-
ing party slogans in corridors
that could reverberate with
scholastic discussion. The at-
 mosphere of teaching and
learning is vitiated. So the first
casualty of student-politics is
the pursuit of kilﬂwﬁi‘o e and
the second casualty is the
peacelul academic environ-
ment.

Now. the protagonist of
our drama '‘Mr Insolent” does
not care a straw for the Staff
Council or any of its decisions.
‘1 say what [ think right on my

- father's face. You are only
teachers,” he repeated again
and again. Unmistakably, he is
a problem child for the family.
Such a ‘character' has been
planted on the shoulder of the
college admihistration like the
old witch on Sindbad's back.
Everybody has to digest his ef-
frontery. He shouts down the
teachers on the committee,
brow-beats his party colleagues
who try to be student-like in
their conversation. whirls out
of the room fuming with rage
to instruct and organise his
supporters waiting inside and
outside the room.

In any meeting with the
administration they try to
force the hands of the Princi-
pal to do what they want.
now'. They are forever riding
the high horse, cultivating
rustic arrogance which, they
know, open up the golden gate
to personal aggrandizement.
They are obsessed and in-
censed with a new-found
power and will brook no op-
position. :

But those who care for a
congenial academic environ-
ment feel that the presence of
these political elements in the
college campus is an unneces-

' sary evil. They have always an

-axe to igrlm:i. Candidly put. they
are alter money and their
prime job is to devise ways of
grabbing it. Whenever neces-
sary they are ready to run a
parallel adminisiration. To
them universally supperted
academic activities like
Science Club or Nature Study
Club are anathema or suspect.
They do not hesitate to pull
down the science club sign-
hoard luronsnrr:d by the col-
lege) and put their own in its
place. All hopes and enthusi-
asm of students and teachers
to create the right atmosphere
for the pursuit of knowledge is

~thus nipped in the bud. No one

dares protest loudly enough.
Who has two heads on his
shoulders?

It's time we took stock.
Studrnt;pnhlhfu is a major
cause ol unrest among stu-
dents both inside and outside
thé campus that eventually
spills into the wider society. It
Is backed up by arms. As a re
sult. intransigence and turbu-
lence become a hallmark of
student unions. These budding
politicians rarely have any ide
u::_:::ry.'rht}r are opportunists
and change sides oftener than
their mentors. They have a
bloated image of themselves
too early In life to face lfe's
realities in the after years
They maz be able to grab cer-
tificates but they remain unifit
lor a good job. Being not
amenable to discipline they

|

will create problems for the
organisations into which th
will force their ways. For.
they learn in theit much
vaunted college life is : schem-
inig. extorting and humbugging.
All they cultivate is to bear
themselves with a vainglorious
swagger and to maintain a hot-
line with the powers that be
whose backing they count on
in their selfish exploits now
and in future.

They do deliver their men-
tors the goods — they are quite
hofiest about that. It's not for
nothing that they hold office in
these . prerhises or swagger
down the corridors. They try
their almost to entice the gen-
eral students to their fold and
convert them into slogan-
chanting fist-weilding political
robots. That's whgﬂthey could
confidently brag about their in-
fluence with the general stu-
dents.

"Give us election schedule
immediately. You can in no way

ban student-politics here. We
have more reasons to be here
than you have to repudiate us.
We challenge you (o attempt
that. The general students are
in favour of polilics. We can
bring the college to a stand
“still any moment we like. If we
give a call anytime, the class-
rooms will be emptied.” They
warned.

The bottomline of the
warning was not lost on any of
the listeners. They knew the
Eower of such calls given even

y a minor faction in our pre-
sent 'democratic’ dispensation.

On the éve of the general
election our political leaders
are doing their best to sound

ragmatic and sincere in high-
ighting policies to usher in an
era of peace and prosperity.
We beseech them to take a
decision regarding their stu-
dent fronts. Probably in no
other country in the world are
the students engaged in poli-
ticking on such a scale.For the
sake of proper academic envi-
ronment in the educational in-
stitutions of this poor country,
our leaders should for once
reach a- consensus to put an
end to their fronts. If our
politicians are unwilling to de-
clare their policy on the mat-
ter, we urge the conscientious
voters to reject them.
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N Bangladesh, election

I manifesto has been mer-
r.:l‘y a ritual to the
political parties. They use to
manifesto hastily

F!’EPEI’E
efore the election. Since the
accountability is still a far cry
in so-called demuocracy in the
country, politicians hardly care
lor what they said in the
manifesto once they po o
power. Manilestoes. in fact, do
not have any signilicant impact
on the voting behaviour. Lgcal
problemses anti-Indian slurs
and religious rhetoric click
better in campaign.

A slight shift is evident this
time. Political parties have
tended to pul major locus on
economic issues in their elec-
tion manifestoes. Candidates
are trying to woo voters by
their economic programmes
during campaign. Major parties
have become more explicit in
their economic objectives,
They seem to have become
more appreciative of global
realities. However, typical
blunt attack on rivals and at-
lempts to lure voters with

commitment for short term

gains overshadowed policy is-
sues in the manifestoes.
Consensus on free market
policy among the major politi-
cal parties ahead of the elec-
tions ‘is perhaps the most
significant development in the
politics of Bangladesh. With
notable exception of the Leflt
Democratic Front. all major
political partles, in their elec-
tion manifestoes, have pro-
nounced overwhelming bias to
Iree market economy as their
development philosophy. The
position ol Bangladesh Natio-
nalist Party and the Jatiya
Party was previously known.
Awami League which opted for
mixed economy prior to the
1991 election has formally
switched its stance this time,
although they, in fact, started
to talk about free market pol-
icy immediately after their
election debacle in 1991. BNP
said it believed in "liberal free
markelt economy”. Awami
League pledged it would
‘follow free markel economic
policies”. Jamaatl said almost
the same but in a guarded
tone. They spoke of free mar-

Hopes are Such Stuff that Visions are Made of

LONG with the govern-

ment, all the develop-

ment agencies seem to
believe firmaly and make the
people of Bangladesh to believe
that all the problems of the
country will be solved by the
year 2000. All agents con-
cerned of development, which
is essentially the overall wel-
fare of the teeming millions.
impart that people’s hopes and
aspirations regarding their
country will come true by the
turn of the century.

This idea is arguable and
the national commitment from
every sectlion. specially from
the politicians, during the last
25 vyears are questionable,
Efforts from the political
practitioners’ during this
time-span have been "one step
forward and many steps back-
wards”. Sounds very much
anti-life and anti-progress.

right? If so, then these have to -

be averted through every pos-
sible positive means.

The UN Children's Fund's
recent album Bangladesh:
Visions & Hopes in the form of
a collection of interviews con-
ducted by Peter Stalker can be
lermed as pro-progress in this
regard. But certainly, a con-
scious reader will face difficul-
ties to eulogise the book as
prﬂ-[xcrplt. although there are
a plenty of people-oriented
suggestions in it

"Pro-progress” because. as
the UNICEF Representative in
Bangladesh Roll C Carlere says
in the Preface. "in tRis collec
tionn of interviews 18 eminent
Bangladeshis express their
hopes for., and wisions of, the
future of their country The
Possible Bangladesh” Starting
with Cariere. all the 18 per
sonalities interviewed tried in
earnest to break the barrier of
‘present”. they proved them
selves ol being well ahead of
the “present’ many times
th wut the |144-page book.
And that's what miakes Visions
& Hopes progressive

Ekram Kabir reviews
UNICEF's latest book on
Bangladesh

On the other hand. a reader
may attach another adjective to
the book being "not-so-pro-
people” because of the ungra-
cious absence of any common
man and woman. But this is

certainly not to suggest that
there is anything wrong with
the people hand-picked for
the UNICEF's paperwork. Still
questions remain. Like it's al-
ways easy for a person to hope
for the future lying on his or
her couch instead of going out
to work. it's almost the same
to jot quotes of some high-pro-
file people down and juxtapose
them in print. The interviews
are of the same set (or. class?)
of Dhaka-based brains which
have been putting forward
hopes for the nation for quite
some time in the past

Since Peter Stalker is very
familfar with the socio-eco
nomic conditions of Bangla-

desh (he wrote a book 1 94
titled A Fork in the Path:
Humarn Developmeni in

Bangladesh). he could have
gone out of the capital —
Rangpur or Cox's Bazaar. for
example — and lalk to a few
[DCs or TNOs This venture of
his then could have become
more convincing and accept-
able. In this regard. if the book
was meant Jor projecting
hopes, desires aspirations and
expectalions of a cross-section
ol Bangladeshi commoners,
then Visions is grossly under-
represented

Like Dr A Mo
al one point

Khan said
¢ have made
Elhn. sitting here in Lhe

anning Commission, worked
things oul, and then tried to

impose things on the

ople.
Sometimes we thought t atpwt
knew all the problems of the
people. but to be frank their
perception of their problems
is significantly different from
that of the people who are sit-
ting in the capital”. ;

Apart from Visions' magna-
nimous ‘look- " production
([presentation). there are a
plenty of pood things to talk
about. After giving a bleak sce-
nario of Bangladesh 35 years
from now — as he always does
at press conferences — Cariere
shows confidence and says:
‘Bangladesh is a microcosm of
the Third World, and her ex-
periments in social develop-
ment epftomise what great
things can be achieved even
under adverse conditions.
Bangladesh is at once a chal-
lenge to itself. and a giant
cause [or optimism. an idea
shared by many of the con
tributors to this book. This
‘'optimism”~ seems (o be the
prime objective of Visions
which tends to stir the con-
science of those who can make
this country a better place to
live in instead of making it an
Economic Tiger look-alike,

Economic growth? Yes: that

Bangladesh badly needs to
keep its inhabitants stand
firmly on their feet in today's
watch-phrase — the global vil-

lage.

Most of the 18 chosen
characters — of whom seven
are from NGOs — have profuse
inclination for NGO-donor
connections that may not
sound very prudent. In one of
the self-indulgent pieces, for
example, Mohammad Abu
Hena. former member of the
Planning Commission and cur-
rently the Chief Election
Commissioner. takes pride by
saying: "We talk to the donors
on egual terms. And we try to
convince each other. If there is
any diflerence, we try to solve
it through discussions and
through dialogue. It's not
someone talking from a high
pedestal. Certainly not.” Well,
this sounds pretty enthusiastic
but far from the real situation.

Despite the UN agency's
gender inequity in choosin
the personalities — ‘four' of lg
are women — Visions & Hopes
may well serve as a useful
source of information and an

outline for the future for the
target readers who are. still,
fot commoners. Anybody who
comes across the book would
become a mature person on
what to do about Bangladesh's
next dentury.

The modus operandi for
Bangladesh came up quite
clear: ‘economics and litics
cannot be separated; leader-
ship of the country has to be
pro-people: women cannot be
‘martyrs’ anymore; right peo-
ple sho#ld be in the right
places; legislative change is
necessary; priorities must be
set right and the growth rate
must raised; industries have
to be expanded; and the next
enerations of Bangladeshis —
the children — need to be
properly looked after. Well,
fven the impression that
there is hope even in a waste-
land. "who" will water this
land?

Che Laily Star Entertainment Guide

eological conflict in the

Election "96': ‘Manifesto Analysis

All the major political parties, in their election manifestoes, have a
philosophy, marking a virtual end to an id
manifestoes suffer from innumerable contradictions. News
major political parties on the eve of June 12 election.

ket but remained uncompro-
mising on Islamic principles
which has basic conflict to the
conceplt of free market,

Despite this development.
manifestoes suffer from various
fundamental weaknesses. con-
tradictions. paradoxes and
vagueness. Proper groundwork
and professionalism are absent.
Many vital national issues are
missing. The single biggest
flaw of the manifestoes is the
complete missing of the cry-
cial issue of resource availabil-
ity. Parties appear to have pre-
sented their programmes in a
scattered wﬁr and more or less
in a generalised term. Goin
through the manifestoes o
major pohltical parties —
Awami League, BNP and Jatiya
Party — a conscious voter
mi_ﬂlht question the sincerity
ald commitment on the part
of the parties in what they are
saying.

"Parties have put ambitious
agenda but they lack in saying
clearly what strategy they
would follow to implement
Lhose.” said noted economist
Prolessor Muzalfar Ahmed.

Some other leading econo-
mists. at a review session of

. lhe economic manifesto last

week, found countless ambigu-
ities and eontradictions in the
programmes. They observed
that major political parties,
including those having chance
lo sweep. have avoided many a

vital national issue in their
manifesto,

All the political parties,
while making ambitious

pledges, did not specify how
would they make the required
resource available to fund their
programmes when external
development aid is gradually
wanimmg. Country's poor tax-
GDP ratio. currently estimated
at 13 per cent. has been a mat-
ter of great concern over the
vears. World Bank and the IMF
often do point at the poor tax-
GDF scenario whenever the
government proposes addi-
tional revenue expenditures,
But there is no single refer-
ence in the manifesto of either
BNF or Awami League to tax
measures 1o be adopted to im-
prove the ratio. Only Jamaat
and Jatiya Party have some,
although ambiguous, state-
meéits on resource generation,
Jamaat said # would introduce
Zakat. Jativa Parly said they
would "undertake massive re-
lorms to increase domestic re-
sources without enhancing
lax.” It did not. however, elab-
orate.

"The 'ecrucial issue of re-
source need has ‘been totally
ignored. When in many coun-
iries tax policy determines the
election result, political par
ties here simply forgot the is-
sue.” said Dr'Debapriva Bhatt-
achariva of the Bangladesh
Institute of Development Stu-
dies (BIDS]. "Without clarilying
the resource availability. all
these pledges might end up as
empty assurances. he said.

While the parties avoided
the election-sensitive issues
like tax, they simultaneously
pledﬁtcl programines requir-
ing huge additional resource.
Awami League pledged the
public servants new wagde
structure for a sober living.
BNP is one step ahead. Pledge
to expand free education [or
girls students to urban areas
and to the higher secondary

level may fetch the party many
votes. BNP's programme for

ccepted free market policy as development
country. Despite this development,
Network analyses the economic programme of

pension for aged citizens is too
working very good in cam-
paigns. But the party keeps
mum over how resources will
come for implementation of
the same.

There are many sych con-
lradictions. For example, agri-
culture development appeared
as a priority agenda of all the
political parties. Bul interest-
ingly, major parties preferred
lo remain vague about com-
milment on policy supports.
Agriculture is the sector which
suffered most in the recent

ears. Growth in agriculture
as virtually stagnated and
even gone down. In its mani-
festo. Awami League raised
alarni. duite sensibly. about the
trend and vowed to salvage the
sector. But the party avoided
making any specific commit-
ment on land reform which, in
lact. is®*the most important
pre-requisite for a meaningful
uplift of the agriculture sector.
While Awami ague appeared’
non-committal. BNP did not
make a single reference to
land reform.

Furthermore, on the issue
of subsidy to the farm sector,
both the parties remained am-
biguous, apparently to avoid
confrontation with the World
Bank which has been insistin
on lifting of farm subsidy. Eot]%
the parties said they would
consider subsidy "if necessary”.
Parties pledged fair price and
adequate credit facility to the
farmers. But the commitment
SEEIMSs vague as no party ex-.
Eiaintd how could fair prices

- ensured. BNP had assured
fair price before 1991 but that
remains only a rhetoric five
vears later. BNP withdrew sub-
sidy from agriculture but failed
to compensate the farmers
with any real price support;
leading to a complete stagna-
tion in the agriculture sector.

Political parties put faith inr
reforms but totally avoided the
crucial issue of privatization.
Awami League assured there
would be no more nationalisa-
tion but did not say they would
#0 (or privatization. BNP which
started privatization in its early
period in the pgovernment
simply bypassed the issue.
Therefore., things remain
uncertain as to what would
happen to the pending pro-
grammes of privatization. spe-
cially about the offloading of
the private sector jute mills.
Parties avoided the question
on current indiscipline and
crisis of the financial sector
grappling with default loan.

All they recognised is
poverty alleviation should be
their top ﬁn'uril}' but did not
specify what would be their
policy on the question of di-
rect intervention to rural
poverty. Clear. reference to wne
issue of NGO participation in
poverty alleviation is also ab-
sent in the manifestoes.

"Seems parties deliberately
bypassed some hard choices of
policy formulation apparently
to satisfy all. This is a com-
promise with the quality of
economic policy,” said Dr
Bhattyacharya. -

Moreover. political parties
did hardly mention any time"
dimension. resulting in a con-
fusion about their priorities.
There is .little reference to
what a party, il voted to power,
is going to do in the short
term. medium term and in the
long run to achieve goals they
are pledging.
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