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Voters' Sovereignty and Exercise of Power

-} outdo themselves to actually deliver a blemishless
election. But how?

of some unforeseen development bashing the elec-
tion proceedings. Not that there is any reason for
such fear. It would be too good to be true that the

re

victors would not be attended by violence and
shattering acrimonies. That is in thg mind of all.
The Election Commission and the Caretaker Gov-
ernment have between them worked wonders to
ensure just such a wholly peaceable and eflfective
| outcome of June 12
{ able to heal us all of our bit of nervousness.

electorate performing as duty-bound to go to the
+ polling tentres with full faith in the discharg
their right, beating all their misgivings. Indeed,

th

| low the results. In the television interview series
on the
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come with equanimity. There were parties who
declared it depended solely on the actual conduct
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set at naught all that the nation has striven for over

collective sacrifices. This unkind reality enjoins

gardless of a person’'s standing or a group's power

straightway by arrest. If things get beyond reason-
able handling, the polling must be stopped.

the end of counting the results are announced lo-
cally. If situation gets out of control then, the an-
nouncement may be cancelled altogether but not
the polls.

sponsibility and efficiency to discharge that on the
part bf the caretaker government and the Election
Commission have been proved beyond reproach. It

same test.

voice has recorded a number of statements which
the Awami League chief is never known to have-|
made. The cassette, thankfully, has been seized by
the police in Jhalakathi.
copies of the cassette are in circulation or there
are similar other cassettes. of othe
not know. But there is no doubt that this is a sleazy
campaign that goes contrary to a positive, fair and
healthy one the Election Commission and the
country's people want to cultivate.

tention of circulating such cassettes, pamphlets
and brochures which have no recognized sponsors.
This is an ill attempt to deceive the simple people.
In the past too, superimposed pictures were used
for character assassination. Now the danger of do-
ing the job in a highly sophisticated mann§r has
further increased. Advance technology in printing
pictures or images, and imitating voices has
heightened the risk of maligning the image of
somebody.

on their
Jhalakathi the police acted on the information
provided by a few conscious people about the exis-
tence of the cassette produced with an ill motive.
| The police deserve full credit for acting well in

for alertness on the part of the police. Particularly
the detective branch should keep an eye whether

misinform and mislead the voters. Such a clandes-
tine catering of lies can indeed cause irreparable
damage to our judicious exercise of franchise.

welter of the movement for democracy spear-
headed by the indomitable Suu Kyi on one
and the relentless often ruthless disavowal of it by
the tyrannical military
Myanmar is anything but si
sore from constant observation of democracy's
Elight in the Third World. Deluding it may be for

democratic movement in near future, yet reports
on recent development clearly show Yangon on a
yawing course. Five thousand éaeuple assembled at
Suu Kyi's residence last Satur

out for her weekly public metting since last July
when the military regime released her from six
years of house arrest.
cance from the numerical viewpoint,.since the
earlier one was twice that of last Saturday in num-
ber. What is heart-warming
repressive measures followed the gathering altho-
ugh a law virtuall
was announced only a day
thy consciousness dawning on her gun“delding de-
tractors for the cause of
may be too much too early since Suu Kyi herself le-
ft little room for prnvncatlun in her Saturday spee-
ch, nevertheless the
ties from their custnma
uraging news for the
wide. In as much as the little act of mutual toleran-
ce displayed
Banglad
spirit as the nation braces for ballots in few hours'

| 'conduct of the election. the announcement of the

sults and the transfer of power to the legitimate

polls. But they haven't been
Their good work has now to be matched by the

e of

eir attention should rivet now on what will fol-

es. the four major parties were asked
commit themselves to accepting the vote out-

the polls. The door thereby was kept wide open
find fault with the polls if it suited one to do

This is a tricky and mean situation which can
e last two years with tremendous individual and

e government and the EC to exert to surpass
eir already unsurpassable record. They must

The EC must stop polling at all centres facing
e minimum breach of the rules and norms. Re-

pull, anyone found influencing or obstructing
e conduct of the polls must be restrained

The greatest time of challenge.will be when at

The integrity as well as the right sense of re-

now time for the political parties to pass the

Campaign Aberration

An audio cassette imitating Sheikh Hasina's

Whether more such

r leaders, we do

Our electorate could very much question the in-

We are delighted that there are people who are
guard against such criminal attempts. In

me. Although it is now somewhat late, yet we ask |

udio and video cassettes have been recorded to

Yawing Yangon
Neighbouring Myanmar has over the years be-
ome quite slynnnymﬂus with monotony for the
heer fixity of its political history. Caught in the
and
regime on the other,
t for the eyes grown

opes of any change in favour of the ongoing

the day marked
e gathering has no signifi-

is that no arrests or

curblngeall pnlitlcal activities
fore. Hopes of a heal-

emocracy and diversity
of the Yangon authori-
dline course is enco-

emocratic struggle world

across the border, political parties in
esh would do well to remain loyal to the

time to put democracy on a firm platform.

“to i:haif:)ngc the

i

mlnml strength while the

of anarchy seem tnh!;t
comi under reasepnable
ctm!.r?. at least flor the time

R I e

after the
dettinn and , 80 that
peace sta Htr on th:
pdlticll front ils and
mest urgent brend and- I:rulter
issues of economic develop-
ment. job creation and poverty
alleviation etc can be addre-
ssed.
However, it is at the elec-
tion time that an opportunity
arises for the voters to con-
front the future law makers of
the country and to press upon
them with their wants, desires
and ex tnth:nnl. More than
lm or a road or a
in tht !rDCI.IlIy. voters
must realise and assert their
key position in the entire po-
litical r-structure of the
country. If people themselves
are conscious of their power
and can assert it rightfully. a
lot of abuse and misuse of
power-manipulation in the so-
ciety can be eliminated How
do they go about it? In the first
im:t. it should be remem-
ered and asserted by ordinary

Through the Eyes of a Retired Army Officer

have read wilth interest

the two articles of Ma-

jor-General (Retd) M
Khalilur Rahman (Former DG
BDR) regarding the interpre-
tation of Army Laws and what
actions are to be taken before
dismissing an oflicer |DS May
26 and 28). The Presidential
Order lor dismissal ol a Ge-
neral and a Brigadier was
published widely in the Press
and then the dismissal of the
Chief of Staff, Bangladesh
Armg Lt-General AS M Nasim,
Bir Bikram, psc was also ann-
ounced by the President
through the media of television
and radio. He also personally
addressed the nation.

The defence ministry, as
per the Constitution, is under
the elected government.
Though the President is the
titular head. he i1s the Supreme
Commander ol Arined Forces.
The Bill for the introduction of
the caretaker govermment was
moved by BNP government.
The amendment of Article 61
of the Conslitution gave the
B?'es r to the titular head —

ident. Though Article 61
was amended, Article 62 and
63 were not amended. Article
61 and 62 and Article 63 are
self contradictory. This
anomaly has not been clarified
by any body. |

I am not aware of the
charges and counter-charges
and the ISPR has not given the
full details of what actually
happened, but one thing is ap-
parent that Major-General G H
Morshed Khan. Bir Bikram, of
Bogra Division was dismissed
so0 also Brig. Miran Hamidur
Rahman, Depuly Director-
General, Bangladesh Rifles.

I. as an young army officer.
was member o quite of fair
number of General Court
Martial and Summary Court
Martial and also appeared as-a
friend of the accused before
the Summary Court Martial
and General Court Martial in-
cluding the former Court
Martial of Maulana Maududi for
the Anti-Quadianv movement
when Martial Law was clamped
on Lahore in the 50s under the
then Major-General M Azam
Khan, Comd of 7 Divn. | have
retired 34 years earlier but |
believe Bangladesh Military
Law is [airly similar to Pakistan
Military Law which itself was a
legacy of the Indian Army Act
or Laws.
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" "Fake Vuter"

Sir, The letter (fake voter). -
that appeared in The Daily Star
on June 2 has pricked my
conscious. Hence I'm support-
ing its views. Mainly because,
in the last three NA pnlls (Feb-
96 not included), myself
could not cast my vut:. As
those were being cast by fake
voters before | could reach the
booih. Duty personnel only felt

with a strange grin. One
nl'rtrl?;em informed me that they
would nnt be able to do much,
.as the agents had failed
fake ones.

In one of the said polls,
there were seven candidates.
But. only two had posted their
polling agents. Ironically, none
of them could identify me,
whether 1 was the genuine
voter of that list or not. My of-
fice ID Card alone could sup-
Ecu't my claims in that poll of-

Mainly to overcome this
fake voting, ﬁ pvernment had
authorised ons of tax-p aly
ers’ money for the Voter ID
Card Project. But for some rea-
son, the EC has declared that
ID Card will not be used in the

- Poll-'96.

But, hopefully, the govern-
ment must have taken some
effective measures to offset the
fake voting and protect each
voter's rights. Such measures
and procedures, if there. are
not publicised well. All classes
need to know these well, (o
claim their rights. It is not
clear, if the issued ID Cards or
the 3rd part of the EC's Form-
2 (held the updated voters),
will be of any use for identifica-
lion purpose in poll. Either of
the two could aet as aid for
identification. Otherwise,
polling agent glone could

. an
open arrest or close arrest and -
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state. In any democr
ple are the uiumau: m

sovereignty and power. This
fundamental principle is also
enshrined in the constitution

of Bangladesh. The tion
of this is that it is the wishes
of the people, that make or
unmake the ment. and
not the other way around.

observer of political
scene of Bangl: h can see

that its history is littered with

the ::mnglu ol the powerful
her poiith:ianl
1 army, irying to stay in

ﬁﬂwr by using coercion, in-
midation, terrorization in one
form or other. and by use of
and institutional
Instead of bowing to the
wishes of the people. these
| groups have tried to
justify their position by f
their wishes on the people. By
and large. this has become the
political culture of the country
which one can legiimately call
the "perverse political culture”
and a violation ol the funda-
mental principle enshrined in
the constitution. The sovereign
voters should reject this
‘perverse political culture” in

_its entirely and assert their

So basing on my kn
;:r}f ﬂl!lr hrm};l Law. which is
airly rusty after long 34 years
I teel the undermentioned ba-
sic mistakes have been done by
the President in following the

Bangladesh Army Act and
Rules.

It is an admitted fact in the
army as well as in civil laws

that no accused can be pun
ished without a proper Court
of Enquiry where the accused
is present and has évery right
(0 cross-eXaniine any wilness.
Once the Court of Enquiry
finds the accused guilty the
case goes to the next higher
Formation Commander for
confirmation. Here in this case
ol punishment to BOFI‘I Div
Commander it should have
gone to the Deputy Chief of
Staff and Chief of Staff and In
the case of the Brigadier. 1o
BDR Commander (DG) Major-
General Ejaj Ahmed
Choudhury. Then if the Chief of
Staff accepts or rejects the
findings of the ourt of
Enquiry he normally would
suspend the accused officers
put them either under

send the case to the President
through- the Secretarv.
Ministry ol Delence for con

firmation of {ormal punish-

ment.

If the President accepts the
recommendation of the COS
he would send the file with his
written order — whether it de-

‘serves punishment such as

dismissal. retirement. repri-
mand or whatever punishment
he thinks adequate for the of-
fence committed by the ac-
cused officer. Here | find the
punishment has been meted
out before the enquiry and be-
fore any Court of uiry find-
ing them guilty of misde-
meanour or the charges
framed amounting to offences
committed by them. Similarly
in the case of Chief of Army
Staff it ought ln ha\ﬂ: ht‘:l:n
handled lawfull
The Chief of hr:
senior-most (General)
Officer, obviously the Lt
General's Court of nquiry can
not be made by a Major-
General heading the Court to
hold the Enquiry. In this
ticular case the right thing
ought to have been for the
President, the Cabinet and the
Caretaker Government

taj‘f bci

make the enquiry and report

to

proval of the people

exercise of at the high-
est level oJ the government.
The comstitution specifies the
boundaries within which such
power can be exercised and to
whom it is accountable on a
day-to-day basis. The constitu-
tion of Ba for
a soveref parliament with
powers to te for the best
interests of the as well
as to check and scrutinise the
activities of the t.
The voters should remember
that this sovereignty of -
ment is a delegation their
own sovereignty. The members
they choose constitute this
sovereign parliament. The ma-
j'oﬂtr party in the parliament

the government with
the executive power to run the
administration which is ac-
countable to the parliament.
The government must remem-
ber that it is the peoples
power that it is exercising and
the members of parliament
must remember that they rep-
resent the Rfo pl¢ in parhia-
men! with t to legis-
late for them aﬂd to act as the
watchdog against the use and

Abuse ol power by the govern-

Ferari
o V-

ery week
explain its mml.u:t is not prac-
ticable. But the mtmhtr: of
t who are answerable

to the voters have to maintain
regular contacts with thetr
electors on a /monthly
basis so that living exist
between the electors and their
representatives on a regular
week-by-week or month-
month is. This is essential
for a vibrant democracy.
Otherwise, the basic link be-
tween the people and their
r:‘;:!ret;etntltival I‘l‘g'ﬂ! severed
A ibi of the -
liament &i“ aloof from, PI:r::ﬂ
unconcern with, peoples’
problems becomes very real. In
such a state, members of par-
liament do not remain ac-
countable to their electors.
Voters. therefore. must make
sure thtt their elected repre-
sentatives meet them r :En‘
al least once a month s wi
restore the accountability of
the members of parliament to
their electorate.

in the third place in a
multi-party democracy. there
will bf competition for a par-

Mnjor(Retd)AMAthnYum.f

the matter o him.

If the President was con
vinced of rebellion. as he said
in the release. then there was
a case of Emerge and he
could declare Martial Law and
take whatever steps he felt
like in the matter. | [ind, as
per press release. that these
three officers have been dis-
intssed. Obwviously once the of-
ficers are dismissed they can-
not hold 0 their ranks. They
become plain civilans and
after dismissal there is no fur-
Lther sco for trail by the
General Court Martial for they
no longer come under the
Army Act and as such their
confinement by Armed Forces
Is not very appropriate. Surely
the families of the dismissed
nllicers can make a writ ol
liabeas corpus before the
Hon 'ble High Court and mmake a
prayer Lo the Hon'ble Count for
their release. In case of con-
flict with civil law and army
Iawl llt is an admitted fact that
civil law remains supreme
the army law, | dup:"mt kmr
Lhe reason why the families of
the dismissed
Generals/Brigadiers have not
I'I-'l.;ldt_ s.umla,r prayers.

resent successor to
lhe LhH: of Army Staff is a sea-
soned Army Officer, though
coming from his parent unit of

Engineering Corp. He had
comman a Division and
well-known in the Armed

Forces for his honesty, judi-
ciousness and fair-mindedness.
| hope he will not allow any-
thing which would tarnish the
high image of the Armed
Forces of Bangladesh. Lt
General ASM Nasim. Bir
Bikram. psc.. is well-known as
a freedom fighter and also for
honesty and integrity. When
the itically elected govern-
ment come to wer they
would decide whether General
Nasim is guilty of rebellion or
not: They would be faced with
a ticklish problem, for there
cannot be two Chief of Staff
and a division in the Army
should bt?vmdd at any cost.
In any civilised democratic
country audio-tape rﬁ:nrdilg
is not accepted in the court
law as evidence. Though in the
communist countries audio-

tape recording was taken as

evidence but the American
Federal Court and English

hardly recognise all the voters
enlisted in an area. by all de-
scriptions. Hope, the govern-

ment has taken the right

steps.

A R Choudhury

Uttara-Dhaka
BKSAL in disguise?
Sir. In the vear 1975 the

rulin% party Awami
League, og the pretext of gov-
crniﬂlg the country on a na-
tional consensus basis, intro-
duced one party system in the
count by creating BKSAL
through the 4th amendment
of the constitution in the
Jatiyo Sangshad, within min-
utes-without any deliberations.
They banned all other political
parties; forced the then presi-
dent to hand over WEer to
late Sheikh Mujibur Rahman;
‘forced the armed forces, the
police, civil servants, journal-
ists and professionals of all

strata to join the party: banned -

all newspapers except four;
and so forth. Change of gov-
ernment in a democratic way
became impossible under this
system. In short, democracy
itself was abolished for which
the nation fought a bloody war
in 1971. The consequence of
that action is now a part of
history.

Now, after 21 years of that
nightmare, Awami League chief

*Shejkh Hasina once again de-

clared that her party, if voled
to power, would run the coun-
ti'y on national consensus basis.

hat is that supposed to
mean? To us it sounds like an
omen. Are we going to be sub-
ect of autocracy once again?

is burning question should
be addressed clearly. We do

not want to become instru-

ments ol political experiment
of any party in any way in [u-
ture. We want to see that
democratic norms and values
are safeguarded so that power
can be changed orily through
[ree and fair elections at fixed
intervals.

Saokot Hossain
Green Road, Dhaka:- 1205

Report of the Enquiry
Committee -
Sir, An enquiry committee
has been constituted to find
out happened in the Army
during 18-20° May, '96. The
date of submission of the re-
ort of the committee was
xed on the 5th June '96. But
objection has been raised in
this regard on the ground that
the findings of the committee
may influence result of the
cmnln% general elections
scheduled to be held on June
12, 1996 as it was alleged that
a particalar political party had
{:Ia},red active role in the at-
ted coup, that foiled due
e President's mpt and
prudent decision of sackin
the then Army Chief along wi
few high officials with the aid
n]l; the patriotic members of
the
Now the question arises as
to why the committee should
make any delay in submission
of their report where the na-
tional interest is involved? If
alleged involvement is proven
to be a fact. then it must have
come out in public in time so
that could save them-
selves from committing any
blunder in casting vote.

Mm *
Green Road, Dhaka- 12086
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“"All is Not Well at ZIA" : i
Understatement

Courts do not accept audio-
tape recordings unless it s
corroborated the fatt for
which separate evidence I8 to
be obtained and produced be
fore the Court

All sorts of wild rumours
are being circulated about the

audio-tapes. I had no
occasion te hm audio-
tapes but it Is said that 16/17
audio-tapes have been made of
telephonic conversations.
These tapes supposedly being
one hour duration each, the
lotal time of conversation
would be more than 16 hours.
Normally no-sane man can be-
lieve that rebel officers in
order to have a coup would in-
dulge in telephonic conversa-
tion for 16 hours. So the
Enquiry Committee would also
have to pass their observation
regarding the tapes. Thirdly, |
presume the tH:e recordings
were done by DFI. The DFI is a
part of the defence organisa-
tion of which COS is the
overall boss. The Chief of DFI
though responsible to the
Chief of Stafl. as he is the ap-
p-olntini authority, has got re-
sponsibility towards the
Frl:sidcnt also and if he finds
anything wrong he may make a
report directly toe the
President or to the Ministry of

fair election some party candl
dates will win the majority
seats while others will lose and
remain minority parties.
Democracy jeaches that once
the r:l:ctmn is over.
elected member represents
not only the voters of his own
party but also those of other
parties as well. This i

that at the time of allocating
governmeni resources or at

the

party
e wetl Ckherwiae ol the

community decisions will be
dictated by partisan politics
which gives rise to narrow
politicisation in all affairs of
the communit From such
politicisation an unfair
pattern of distribution of re-
!D;,ll't;l!]’ ;rhh:h enriches a
politic avoured group and
deprives all others gn rfuttcr
how efficient they are This
gives rise to economic
gation of groups along th:
party lines. Voters at the
grassroot IEH:I must be con-
scious and inst the ll-
effects of su ticisation.
What iuil-:rwl from the above

Drftnnr'il'hﬂ'tmldhrnoth—

Ing wron? from the Army
the Chief uf had
nudcrd the rebellious attitude

in the two officers it was his
duty first to inform the Chief of

Army Stafl. A further

tion is necessary from BI"]'
whether the confidential and
secret tapes could be circu-
gtud m{t - public before the
‘ourt o uiry report was
l!l'lltillhﬂdnq =

As an upholder of disci-
ﬂwd army rules behaviour |

that he (DG DFT) has failed
in responding to his duties and
responsibilities faithfully. t do
not hold any brief nor 1 am a
member of any political party
of the country, | have ex-
pressed my views being an ex-
armed forces umcer who has
retired long 34 years ago.

It pains me and hurts me
when | find that young officers
are trying to have motor cars
or air mnd}tinncﬂ and other
facilities, including getting
things like VCR, olour
Television and other elec-
tronic Pd'ﬂ.l In our s alt
Caolonel commanding f::,mt or
GSO | of the Division, used to
go to office on bicycle. We
were used to riding bicycles
and while going out for social
calls. it was by tanga which
was the easy and cheap trans-
port in the then West Pakistan.

OW that
IR | || e e S i o Sasiyee o the e somcrage
' . viséh ks ke P fora ora in Mm“uﬂﬂmﬁwhm ﬂ;-;nn;dhc which is en-
Let the Parties e ""T.""‘"“m Of the country. If peaple themselves are comacious of their power and  [,0" ¢ ol vir, Tacretore.
Pass the Test o A s . g o B e et aees™e Sarhasiy
the cooperation of the politica voters Lhat are the people constitutional and - t. The government, . ' many delegate their
To th ti t 1s. Most of rarfies, tliw prospect of with whom lies the ullimate er= . 3 fore. is accountable for its ac- ::'i.ﬂif.!l Cf:;l:ﬂnl::]n!ls the Hrﬂ "
morrow the nation goes to polls. Mos our wlding the viection, is getting  soverelgnty as well as the rlﬂxct in thé second place. elec- tivities to the represemtatives essence of democratic politic The et e £ a—_—-
citizens are kﬂfpll‘lj their ﬂngt‘.l‘i crossed for fear| brighter. Santy seems te be o exercise the pewer of tion is a means of nlt\’e Eventually through a ar::l ﬂ'lthamm::}nrum}' Fﬂ[ﬁ? - ANE
e for t

society and the economy as
been experienced in
over the last quar-

. Voters*should

pu-u- and should
right to call their par-

ter a
assert their
have the

iament just as the mem-
o ament should ex-
ercise their to make the

We never felt small. We could
walk around with our heads
high and we had the courage

tn ak in the meetl

E b open ng
if we thought the Cm
Was This and
sense of :_narﬂ values seem to
have erased from the officers’
class as a whole. In our time
corruption cases nst offi-
cers were unheard of and In
? career with Pakistah Army

15 years | did never withess
any nrfﬂccr bein

Court

Martialled for corru :

e Dasels Ravs Bt It it
the ve t
to know the 'ho&o‘trulh'm
further complications should
not arise in the Arneed Forces
with the pouuzl parties com-
ing to such it would
t{?v: mpﬂ'?ﬂr and more prac-
tical if the President had re-
quested the caretaker gov-
ernment to make an enquiry
'so that the actual truth would

L‘ﬂIIlE out. 'il'hli lmuld have
been appreciated

Blo &k latgs s o) ot
created any du-muun in the

Armed an:c:h in future. |
only wish and pray that
UI2 Be Wbeve &l thamy
politics. May Allah save the
country from further disaster.
The writer is a lead
businessman and gn ind

isL.

| have f[ollowed with keen
interest the reports puhlished
in The Daily Star in its issues
of May 15 and 29 together
with the editorials of May 17
and May 31. First. | must con-
gratulate you for these reports
which have been truly inves-
Hgative, and have clearly ex-
posed the present state ol al-

lairs with regard 10 the salety -

serviees at ZIA Wilh my avia-
tion background. .| also agree
with your editorial comments
of May 17 and May 31.

However, | am deeply an-
guished to read these stories
carried out in your daily. | have
been in charge of the airport
since independence ol
Bangladesh. On 18 December
1971, 1 tocdk over as Airport
Hanager of the old airport at
Tejgaon. It is common knowl-
edge in what condition we
look charge after the war and |
will not bore your readers with
details. Suffice it to say that
through improvisation and
makeshift arrangement the
biggest reliel operations in the
history of the UN. namel
UNROD (and subsequently
UNROB) were successfully car-
ried out through Dhaka
Airport. This was largely due to
the dedication of my superiors.
colleagues and staff.

. The need for a well-
equipped modern interna-
tional airport was acutely fell
and it was through the com-
bined effort of each and every
one serving in the Civil
Aviation Department and
Airports Development Agency
Lthat -the new airport at
Kurmitola could be built and
commissioned in record lime.

| was appointled by the gov-
ernment to head the new air-
port management at Kurmitola
when it was commissioned in
tember 1980 for f{ull-
'ﬁfd operation.

e airport was e uipp:d
with the ﬂ: best ?e uip
ment avallahlc warldwlde as
we did not compromise on
uality. Radar was purchased
rom France, runway lighting
systems from England, navaids
from USA and England. Crash
Fire & Rescue (CFR) vehicles
for airport's salety services
from England. AFTN (Aeronau-
tical Fixed Telecom Network)
from and and so on and so
forth. These equipment
enhanced the status of Dhaka
International Airport so much
so., that Dhaka became the
most modern and well-
equipped ai t in the region.
Because of the services and fa-
cilities which could now

provideé, British Airways pulled

given dynamic leadership
we were fortunate to have in.
our days, funds never became
an insurmountable
may
edge that CAAB is perhaps
amongst the very few of the
profit making concerns in the
public sector and not depen-
rlant on subsidy from the gov-
ernment,
are self-flinanced,

M A Rahman

out of Calcutta and made Dhaka
its terminus. The nation's
presiige was greatly enhanced.
Within few years mauny other
airlines staried operating'into
ZIA.

[ still recall an
which occurred in

inciﬂcnl
1986. A

Thai aircraft was overflying the

Bay of Bengal when one of its
Engin:s caught lire. E‘.Hilml!ﬁ:l:

Caleutta Airport was nearer .
it to land. the 11 i pilot chose
to land instc.a! a1 Dhaka,
Airport. mainly because of the
modern and latest equipment
availablewith us. .

1 retired I[rom service in
1988. by then promoted to the
rank of Director of ZIA. In my
larewell speech. 1 recounted to
a very grateful and thankful au-
dience how | had started my
career in 1956 as an Assistant
Aerodrome Officer in the
Department of Civil Aviation
under the Central Government
of erstwhile Pakistan. Throug-
hout my long and eventful
tenure of service sp 32
years. | had been virtually the
whole world, attending
meelings, seminars, confer-
ences, training courses in UK,
USA. Germany, etc. Between
1970 and 1985 | witnessed
the Ehenumtnal development
in the airline industry and
aviation business all over the
world. We tried and always
kept pace with the .other
countries of the world for the
simple reason that otherwise

we would be out of business.

Resource constraint was. is
and always will be there. But
as

problem. It
not be common knowl- -

Most of its projects

In our time. work did not

stop because of the fear of anti-
corruption which | understand
seems to be one of the df’tcr
rents in
the present management.
is there to fear il one perfor

decision-maki

azhar Ali, Wing Cmdr [Retd)

wise
that
Bangladesh ‘will be dott
alr

ment
of crores of taka. That is all
very well. But before anything
else. how about restaring to

An

S W Nabi. Wing Cmdr (Retd)
Enayetullah, Gr Capt (Retd)
Saiful Azam pusaessecr qualities
of decisiveness. larsightedness
and vision. Gr Capt Syed
Ahmed rose to become a
Secretary of the Government
Wing Comdr Nabi is holding a
senior management post with
1CAO.
From your reports as well as
the Airline Operators' Commit-
tee's letter of 22 ember
1995 (a copy of which | have
had the oceasion to read) it is
absolutely clear that ZIA is no
longer fit for Category — 8
operations. Its CFR vehicles
are not in workable condition.

. their performance characte-

ristics well below ICAO & .
NFPA standards necessitating
issuance of NOTAM immedi-
ately. | do not know who the
senior official in CAAB can be.
who in the backdrop of such a
stark reality. could tell your
reporter: "We cannot cheat the
airlines because many people
are watching us. The moment
the safety standard goes down.
we will not allow any aircraft of
the present category to fly in
or out." With the CFR vehicles
at ZIA not functional. no foam
compound in stock. the alore-
said statement is negated.
After all., ICAO makes it a
mandatory requirement for all
airport authorities to position
CFR vehicles having optimum
pre-set performance levels at
all times. Which airlines.
Biman included, can afford to
play with the safety of the pas-

sengers?
I am by the fact that
the organisation fnr which my

colleagues and | had given

blood-sweat and tears for 32

years. is now in total disarray.
As a citizen,

| wish to urge
upon the concerned authori-

ties to take such immediate
neasures as
avoid (God forbid) a major dis-
aster, causing irrepara
of human lives.

uired so as to
loss

These days we hear from
planners of the country
the whole ma of
with
8. We also hear of an
tious Chitt deve
project worth hun s

one s job strictly mnﬁng tn ZIA . the gateway of
the book, go by the rules with- Bangladesh, its glory of the
out fear or favour? We had seen '80s and for still further
very bold decisions in our . development as we stand on
times because of the ity of  the threshold of the 21st cen-
leadership we had, of tury?

the calibre of Gr Capt [Retd)

S Ahmed, Gr Capt (Retd) (The writer is ex-Director

of Zia International Airport.)




